
 



  



 

Sermon Notes – August 19, 2018 
Shameless 

Lamentations 3:22 
Big Idea: _____________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 

 
Application: _________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________



Discussion Questions 
• What events in someone’s life may cause them to doubt God’s love? 
 
 
 
 
• Describe the feeling of being blindsided by tragedy in life? What are your 

initial responses to God? 
 
 
 
 
• How does our response to God change the longer pain continues? 
 
 
 
 
• Review Jeremiah’s story. Why did he mourn? How long did mourn? 
 
 
 
 
• Read Lamentations 3:1-20. How does Jeremiah see God? How does this 

compare with the way people in suffering describe God? 
 
 
 
 
• Jeremiah says in verse 21 that he has hope. Where 

does that hope come from? 
 
 
 
 
• What changed the tone of Jeremiah’s writing? 
 
 
 
• What is significant about God’s mercies being new 

every day? 
 
 
 
• How is God faithful? How has God been faithful to 

you in a difficult season of life? 
 
 
 
  

One-Year Bible 
Reading Plan 
WEEK 34 
 Day 166 

Matt 20:1-21:11 
Ps 119:145–160 
 Day 167 

Matt 21:12-46 
Ps 119:161–176 
 Day 168 

Matt 22 
Ps 120 
 Day 169 

Matt 23 
Ps 121–122 
 Day 170 

1 Samuel 23-24 
Ps 123–124 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Lamentations+3%3A1-20&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Lamentations+3%3A21&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matt+20%3A1-21%3A11&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+119%3A145%E2%80%93160&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matt+21%3A12-46&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+119%3A161%E2%80%93176&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matt+22&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+120&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matt+23&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+121%E2%80%93122&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Samuel+23-24&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+123%E2%80%93124&version=ESV


Monday – New Mercies Every Morning 
By Dave Zulegar, Desiring God 

“The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases; his mercies never come 
to an end; they are new every morning; great is your faithfulness.” 

Lamentations 3:22-23 

What’s the first thing you think about when you wake up in the morning? For 
most of us, the first and most natural things that flood our minds when the alarm 
goes off do not produce praise or comfort. More often than not, the burdens of the 
day come rushing in before we can even take a couple breaths − a struggling 
relationship, some conflict, that meeting, the mistake you made, the task list that’s 
too long for today, the pain you’re feeling, that sin you can’t seem to shake. And 
underneath them all, there’s the nagging feeling that we won’t find the strength to 
make much of a difference about any of it.  

If we’re not careful, those first few groggy, heavy minutes can define the rest of 
the day. We’re not naturally prone to follow the command to set our minds on 
things above, where Christ is. (Colossians 3:1–4) 

It has always seemed ironic and foolish that the first few moments after a full 
night of total, unaware dependence, we immediately wake up and go into 
independent, self-trust mode. We often trust quickly in our own “horses” and 
“chariots” instead of in the sovereign love of our Lord. (Psalm 20:7) 

At the core of these anxieties lies an unhealthy, unhelpful, and unbiblical self-
reliance that simply cannot bear the burdens of life. God never meant for self-
reliance to carry that weight for us.  

“Why, after a night of complete dependence on God in sleep, do we so often 
wake up in anxious self-reliance?”  

A mentor once said to me, “Anxiety comes when we look at our circumstances 
and then look at our ability, but faith comes when we look at our circumstances 
and then at God’s ability.” This advice has served me well in my fight for faith, and 
helped me to see and diagnose the complexities of my sinful, self-reliant heart. 

Most of us believe, fairly easily, in the sovereign power of God, (Ephesians 
1:11) but often neglect or forget that it actually applies to us: to our lives personally 
and to our circumstances specifically. Perhaps part of the self-deceived self-
loathing inside of us blinds us and keeps us from believing the truth. Yes, God is 
sovereign, but I’m too messed up or too insignificant to deserve that kind of power. 
So, we need to remember that the power of God is now ours through Christ 
(Ephesians 1:19–20), and that He promises us new mercies each morning. 

 

Read the entire article at www.desiringgod.org/articles/new-mercies-every-
morning.  

https://www.desiringgod.org/articles/new-mercies-every-morning
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Colossians+3%3A1%E2%80%934&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+20%3A7&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ephesians+1%3A11&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ephesians+1%3A11&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ephesians+1%3A19%E2%80%9320&version=ESV
https://www.desiringgod.org/articles/new-mercies-every-morning
https://www.desiringgod.org/articles/new-mercies-every-morning


Tuesday - Forever Faithful 
By George Volpe 

“Whoever gives thought to the word will discover good, 
and blessed is he who trusts in the Lord.” 

Proverbs 16:20 

British church leader Galvin Reid tells the story about meeting a young man 
who had fallen down a flight of stairs as a baby and shattered his back. He had 
been in and out of hospitals his whole life − and yet he made the comment that 
he thinks God is fair. Reid asked him, “How old are you?” The boy said, 
“Seventeen.” Reid asked, “How many years have you spent in hospitals?” The 
boy said, “Thirteen years.” The pastor asked, “And you think that is fair?” And the 
boy replied: “Well, God has all eternity to make it up to me.” 

Bad things. We call them “bad” because they disrupt our preferences or what 
we consider normal living. They alter our plans. They hurt and break things. We 
have a really tough time trusting God when we are in pain or when “our” stuff is 
taken away. Nobody prays for pain. We don’t want to experience disease or 
disruption.  

When Hurricane Irma made landfall in 2017, she was headed directly for 
Bradenton. Like so many others, I went to God and asked for mercy. I was ready 
to accept whatever He wanted and prayed He would help me cope with His 
decision. We were spared. Many were not. Is that fair? Wait a minute. Who made 
everything? Whose plan are we privileged to be a part of? Since when do I get to 
demand “fairness?” If fairness is the game, then every one of us would be on our 
way to hell.  

Was it fair that Jesus died for all mankind? No. But out of the worst possible 
horror and most unfair suffering that touched all of Heaven and Earth came the 
greatest good the world has ever known. God can and does bring good out of 
pain and difficult challenges. Nothing is beyond the reach of Almighty God.  

No one is immune to “bad” things no matter what you believe or how you 
behave. Jesus was honest about suffering, saying it would happen. Living on this 
earth wasn’t supposed to be this way. It was “very good” (Genesis 1:25) when 
God finished it, but man’s choice to distrust God opened the door to the curse of 
sin. Even the creation groans for the day when Jesus will make all things new. 

In spite of the bad that happens, God has a plan that will turn every broken thing 
into good again. We cannot see the entire picture God sees, so we will never 
know all the answers while we are here. But God is forever faithful. His story is 
not finished. Do you trust Him? Wherever His path may lead us, God has HIS very 
best plan for us all.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+1%3A25&version=ESV


Wednesday – Out of the Storm 
By Kenny Tibbetts 

“Then the Lord answered Job out of the whirlwind 
and said: “Who is this that darkens counsel 

by words without knowledge?” 
Job 38:1 

 

What did you do this weekend? Did you tell lightning where to strike? Did you 
carve channels for the world’s rivers to flow through? Did you make rain fall on 
land so that life could come forth from it? Of course, you did none of these things, 
and neither did Job. Yet God posed these and many more questions to him in Job 
38.  

God makes a crucial point by doing this − He is reminding Job that His ways 
are higher than ours. If you’re not familiar with the story of Job, he is a man who 
had everything and in short order lost it all including his home, his wealth and his 
family.  

When pain and loss is allowed in our lives it’s natural to begin thinking about 
God. We want answers. We want to know why God would allow this to happen to 
us. What’s fascinating about Job 38 is that God in no way answers this question. 
He gives Job no reason why, He offers no explanation for the calamity He allowed 
to pass in Job’s life. Instead, God does something very different and infinitely 
better.  

God asks a series of questions to remind Job Who He Is, His greatness and 
His glory. Job asks God to explain what He is doing, and God responds by 
reminding Job of His character. 

God desires for us to trust His character even when we don’t understand His 
process. When God allows something we can’t understand, something that hurts 
us deeply, we have the option to waste our time and energy trying to figure out 
exactly what God is doing, or we can simply trust that a great and glorious God is 
in perfect control. 

Take some time this week and read through Job 38. As you read, consider Who 
God Is. Pray over this passage of scripture.  

To me, the most incredible verse in the whole chapter is the first. “Then God 
spoke to Job out of the storm.” What a fantastic reminder that even in the storms 
of life God speaks to His people.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=job+38&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=job+38&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=job+38&version=ESV


Thursday – Joseph: 
Staying Faithful When 
Things Just Get Worse 

By Jon Bloom, Desiring God 
“So when Joseph came to his brothers, they stripped him of his robe, the 

robe of many colors that he wore. And they took him and threw him into a pit.” 
Genesis 37:23-24 

Genesis chapters 37-41 only tell the low and high points of Joseph's Egyptian 

slavery and imprisonment. But he spent at least 12 years there before he suddenly 

became Prime Minister. And as he sought to trust and obey God during that 

terribly lonely, desolate time, things went from bad to worse. 

In the biblical account it's tempting to only see Joseph's heroic character and 

achievements. But God does not want us to miss the largely silent, desperate 

years Joseph endured. Imagine the pain of his brothers' betrayal, the separation 

from his father, the horror of slavery, the seduction and false accusation by 

Potiphar's wife, and the desperation he felt as his youth passed away in prison. 

Sometimes faithfulness to God and His word sets us on a course where 

circumstances get worse, not better. It is then that knowing God's promises and 

His ways are crucial. Faith in God's future grace for us is what sustains us in those 

desperate moments. 

We all love the fairytale ending of Joseph's story. And we should, because 

Joseph's life is a foreshadowing of a heavenly reality. God sent His Son to die 

and be raised in order to set His children "free indeed." (John 8:36) There is 

coming a day when those who are faithful, even to death (Revelation 2:10) will 

hear, "Well done, good and faithful servant. You have been faithful over a little; I 

will set you over much. Enter into the joy of your master." (Matthew 25:21) 

Our current circumstances, however dismal or successful, are not our story's 

end. They are chapters in a much larger story that really does have a happily ever 
after. 

"Be strong, and let your heart take courage, all you who wait for the Lord!" 

(Psalm 31:24) 

Read the article in its entirety at www.desiringgod.org/articles/joseph-staying-
faithful-when-things-just-get-worse.  

https://www.desiringgod.org/articles/joseph-staying-faithful-when-things-just-get-worse
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+37-41&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+8%3A36&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Revelation+2%3A10&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+25%3A21&version=ESV
http://www.desiringgod.org/articles/joseph-staying-faithful-when-things-just-get-worse
http://www.desiringgod.org/articles/joseph-staying-faithful-when-things-just-get-worse


Friday – Legacy of Faith 
By Cathy Slusser 

“Now faith is confidence in what we hope for 
and assurance about what we do not see.” 

Hebrews 11:1 

My parents are cleaning out their house to prepare for a move to a retirement 
center. As my sister, Stephanie, and I help them divide up years of accumulated 
“stuff,” we have come across some treasures. I am thrilled to find anything that 
belonged to my grandmother, Florence, or my great-grandmother, Etta, about 
whom I wrote a novel called, The Sea Beneath Us.  

So far, I have taken fans and a silk shawl from Cuba, a quilt sampler created 
by Etta when she was sixteen, Florence’s engagement ring, and a long-lost 
picture of an orchard that once hung in Grandma’s house. I used my memory of 
that painting to create a setting in the book. The scene of pink blossomed trees 
along a winding road will grace my own home, while I sent the college diploma 
and yearbooks of my grandfather, Woody, husband of Florence, to his alma 
mater, Alabama Polytechnic College, now known as Auburn University.  

We are also finding souvenirs of my paternal grandmother and grandfather, a 
mink stole, a red Chinese platter, crocheted lace, and a photograph of my 
grandfather, Brim, in a wide brim hat and high-top shoes, taken when he was 
about three years old. Add to the collection my parents’ own photographs, books, 
art and furniture, and there is much to share with other family members.  

As much as I enjoy unearthing these souvenirs from the past, one thing tops 
them all. I found it among papers littering my dad’s desk. Written in my mom’s 
hand, it lists five “remedies” for depression: 

1. Remember God’s blessings in the past. 
2. Realize that though God is silent, He is there. 
3. Look at God’s beautiful creation that proclaims His love. 
4. Realize that you can never drift away from God’s love. 
5. Expect God to act. 

I do not know the author of this list, but I do know that my mom and dad both 
used this encouragement throughout their lives. The list lives on in my life as well. 
So many times, as parents, we want to protect our children from adversity. We try 
to shelter them from the bad things of this world. How much better would it be to 
recognize those hard times and teach our children how to live through them on 
faith? Those lessons will last much longer and be more valuable than any trinket 
we might save.  

Read Hebrews 11. List a few of the people mentioned there and what they 
accomplished in spite of earthly difficulty. What are you saving for the future? 
What will people remember about how you reacted in tough times? What lessons 
can you teach the next generation?  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Hebrews+11&version=ESV


Weekend – All Things New 
By Kenny Tibbetts 

“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. 
The old has passed away; behold, the new has come.” 

2 Corinthians 5:17 
 

I admire my wife for a lot of reasons, but the most impressive thing about her to 
me is her faith. No, today isn’t our anniversary and no I’m not trying to make up 
for forgetting to take out the trash. Let me tell you what I mean.  

Jesus says He makes us into new creations. God’s word says when we trust in 
Jesus He separates us from our sin “as far as the east is from the west.” It’s a 
picture of complete transformation and renewal.  

A lot of us say we believe that, but my wife bet the rest of her life on it when she 
married me. If my wife thought there was even a trace of the old me left she would 
not (and should not) have married me. She believed Jesus Christ was enough to 
make me new. I admire that faith.  

Do you believe Jesus can make you new? Do you believe it for your spouse? 
For your children? Join us this Sunday as we worship the God Who makes all 
things new. 

Pray for the World: Madagascar 
This island off the coast of Mozambique is the fourth largest in the Indian Ocean. Of the 

20 million people who live there, 53% profess to be Christian and 27% are unreached. 
Madagascar is locked in a battle with poverty, even though it is often called the “eighth 

continent” and is rich in ecology, ethnicity and history. The majority live on an average of 
less than one dollar per day and survive by subsistence agriculture. The common slash-
and-burn technique is destroying the rainforest cover as well as many unique plant and 
animal species. About 80% of the original rainforest cover has already been lost. 
Repeatedly, cyclones further hamper development and destroy property. Pray for 
appropriate and sustainable development that lifts these people out of poverty, and for a 
long-term approach to this complex challenge. 

Pray for increased impact of Bible translation, Christian literature, audio scripture, 
Christian radio, and translation of The Jesus Film into five more languages. 

                                                             (operation world) 

Prepare for Worship 
    As you prepare your heart for worship Sunday morning read Psalm 113. Blessed 
is the name of the Lord! From the rising of the sun to its setting let us praise the name 
of our Lord! 

http://www.operationworld.org/prayer-calendar
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=psalm+113&version=ESV




 


