
 



  



 

Sermon Notes – Shameless 
Ephesians 2:1-10 

Big Idea: _____________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 

Application: _________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________



Discussion Questions 
• What do people want more of? 

• Why are we not satisfied with what we have? Why do we seem to always be 
pursuing more? 

• What deeper issue is revealed in our constant pursuit of more?  

• Where does our desire for more come from? 

• What does it mean in verse one that we were “dead”? 

• After reading verse one, four, five, and eight; what role do we play in 
salvation? Why is this important to understand? 

• What does the word “workmanship” mean in verse 
ten? How does this word shed new light on your 
purpose in life? 

• Compare and contrast the evolutionary concept that 
we are accidents of universal chance with the 
Biblical concept that God had a specific plan for our 
lives from the beginning of time. (see verse ten) 

• How would you explain to someone that the ‘more’ 
they are looking for out of life is found in Jesus?  

  

One-Year Bible 
Reading Plan 
WEEK 35 
 Day 171 

Matt 24:1-31 
Ps 125–126 
 Day 172 

Matt 24:32-25:13 
Ps 127–128 
 Day 173 

Matt 25:14-26:13 
Ps 129 
 Day 174 

Matt 26:14-46 
Ps 130–131 
 Day 175 

2 Samuel 5-7 
Ps 132 
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Monday – Are You Listening? 

By George Volpe 
“He who has an ear, let him hear what 

the Spirit says to the churches.” 
Revelation 2:7 

Most people have ears. And most people hear with them. So why would Jesus 
say that? Because although everyone who can hear is hearing, they are not 
listening. And this includes Christians. 

We hear what the preacher is saying, but are we listening? We hear the verses 
of Scripture, but are we listening? Why did God ensure that His word would be 
preserved for all time? So we could hear His words and experience Sundays when 
the things of God touch us, and then ignore it and go on with our own lives? I don’t 
think so. 

Ephesians 2:10 says we were “…Created in Christ Jesus unto good works.” Is 
it really necessary to serve God? Is it necessary to change our priorities to 
accomplish tasks that God could do better without us? Peter addresses the 
importance of serving God in 1 Peter 4:10-11. “Each one should use whatever gift 
he has received to serve others, faithfully administering God's grace in its various 
forms…If anyone serves, he should do it with the strength God provides, so that 
in all things God may be praised through Jesus Christ…” Peter makes it clear that 
we have (all) received our gifts from God for two purposes − to serve others and 
to bring praise to God. Serving isn’t about us receiving attention or glory; it is for 
Christ to receive glory. 

How does God receive glory when we serve? The transforming power of Jesus 
Christ is on display in the lives of those who have traded selfishness for 
selflessness. Peter says believers should recognize that we are speaking and 
serving directly on behalf of God to others, while He gives the ability and strength 
for us to do so. And when we direct glory toward Him instead of accepting it for 
ourselves, we stand out from the crowd of those who glorify only themselves.  

Warren Wiersbe wrote, “Ministry takes place when divine resources meet 
human needs through loving channels to the glory of God.” I am not here to be as 
comfortable as I can, to do what I want when I want and how I want, or to use my 
time, energy, talents, and resources for my own benefit. That was my old life. I 
now realize “my” stuff is not “mine”. Every Christian is a servant of Jesus Christ.  

There was a time when Peter didn’t say, “ . . . what I do have I give you.” (Acts 
3:6) He said, “See, we have forsaken all and followed You. Therefore what shall 
we have?” (Matthew 19:27)  

Selfishness says, “What will I get?” Service says, “What I have I’ll give to you.”  



Tuesday – Glimpses of Delight 
By Melissa Kruger, the Gospel Coalition 

“For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, 
which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them.” 

Ephesians 2:10 

Last week, as one of my friends was digging around in her purse looking for a 
pen, I caught a glimpse of its inner lining. It was bright and colorful, coordinating 
in a lovely way with the outside of her purse. While the purse was appealing in 
and of itself, it was the inner fabric that caught my attention. 

Whenever I notice these details, it assures me that the person who designed 
and crafted the item took a special delight in the process of making it. The 
craftsman’s work shines through the intricate and often unseen elements as much 
as the overall work of the garment. His or her attention to detail adds value, which 
typically is reflected on the price tag hanging on the outside. 

My momentary glance at my friend’s purse shifted to thoughts of God as the 
master craftsman of our souls. His work goes well beyond the outer actions of our 
lives. He takes care in fashioning the inner soul to create works of beauty in the 
lives of His people. 

Just as I saw a glimpse of the inner lining of my friend’s purse, I see glimpses 
of the work He is doing in the lives of those around me. One friend unselfishly 
cares for her mother whose health is in decline. Another regularly visits a youth in 
jail, seeking to shine grace to him in the midst of poor choices. A young mother 
patiently corrects her two-year-old, time and time again, hoping to show his young 
heart the waywardness of his disobedience. I observe quietly as a single friend, 
who longs to be married, serves others with selfless love and care. 

The inner lining of faithful and humble service of God’s people is beautiful to 
behold. 

Most often it is those in the midst of a season of waiting, difficulty, hardship, or 
loneliness in which I see the Lord knitting such a beautiful display of His own 
character in their lives. I see a hint of kindness, catch a glimpse of patience, or 
observe the inner workings of self-control and I know I am viewing the work of a 
Master Craftsman. 

It should be this way, shouldn’t it? For what an extravagant value we have been 
given! Our price tag reflects our high cost: bought by the precious blood of Christ. 

God continually works and shapes all the circumstances that we face, with a 
grand intention for our souls: He makes us like Jesus. 

He does not just work on the outer layers, but He knits and fashions love, joy, 
peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control 
into the inner reaches of our heart. 

We are not just doing good works, we are in the process of becoming good.  

https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/blogs/melissa-kruger/glimpses-of-delight-2/
https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/blogs/melissa-kruger/glimpses-of-delight-2/


Wednesday – Unsung Heroes 
By Jim Pike 

“Let us not grow weary in doing good . . .” 
Galatians 6:9 

It is our tendency to elevate famous athletes and those in the spotlight to hero 
status. Seldom mentioned are the coaches of their youth who spent hours helping 
them develop their skills. Were it not for them the star athletes would never have 
made it. 

The same is true in the Christian faith. Those in the spotlight are easily 
recognized but pull back the curtain and you will find unsung heroes who helped 
them become who they are.  

We recognize the name Billy Graham, who proclaimed the Gospel to millions. 
Pull back the curtain and you will find Mordecia Ham under whose ministry Billy 
Graham came to Christ. Pull back the curtain on Mordecia Ham and you find Billy 
Sunday who greatly influenced Mordecia Ham. Pull back the curtain on Billy 
Sunday and you will find J. Wilber Chapman who was a great influence on Billy 
Sunday. Pull back the curtain on J. Wilber Chapman and you will find he came to 
Christ under the ministry of Dwight L. Moody. Moody to Chapman to Sunday to 
Ham to Graham, yet there is one more noteworthy link in the chain. Edward 
Kimball, a Sunday School teacher, led Moody to Christ. That is all we know about 
Kimball but look at the chain of events that took place because this unsung hero 
was faithful to what God called him to do. 

The Apostle Paul is very recognizable, but there were unsung heroes in his life 
as well. After he was struck blind on the Damascus Road, the Lord singled out 
Ananias to minister to and restore sight to this former enemy of Christians. 
Scripture tells us little about Ananias. Acts 9:10 says he was a disciple living in 
Damascus. Acts 22:12 says he was a devout observer of the law and highly 
respected. As far as we know, he never conducted a crusade or preached a 
sermon, but he obediently laid hands on Paul when most others would not have 
touched him.   

Acts 9 records Paul’s powerful preaching in Damascus. Some Jews conspired 
to kill him, but when the plot became known, friends took Paul by night and 
lowered him over the wall in a basket, allowing him to go on to a life of powerful 
preaching resulting in the salvation of many. Who were these unsung heroes?  
We don’t even know their names. Pull back the curtains of Paul’s life, and you will 
find many more unsung heroes. 

And so it is today. There are many unsung heroes of the faith, a cadre of unseen 
and often unnoticed workers behind the scenes, Christian neighbors, faithful 
givers, prayer warriors among others faithfully holding the ropes of the baskets or 
touching the lives of others leading them to Christ. Unnoticed by the majority? 
Yes. Unnoticed by Christ? Never!  



Thursday – You Are God’s Workmanship 
By Jon Bloom, Desiring God 

“For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, 
which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them.” 

Ephesians 2:10 

You are a piece of work − God’s work. When Paul says that you are God’s 
“workmanship,” don’t think of your clunky seventh grade shop class project. Think 
of The Odyssey, Beowulf, The Divine Comedy, Paradise Lost, or The Faerie 
Queen — great works of epic poetry. The Greek word Paul chose for this sentence 
is “poiema,” and what he had in mind is a work of masterful creativity. You can 
already tell that this is where we get our English word “poem.” 

What Paul, and God through Paul, wants you to understand is this: You are an 
epic poem, a God-imaging poiema − become flesh and spirit. Your poem contains 
all the comedic and tragic drama of an existence more real and more meaningful 
than you have yet to comprehend. If you think you are a boring work of prose, you 
don’t yet see things as they really are. You are afflicted with a sin-induced cataract 
in the eye of the heart. But it is God’s intention and delight to heal your sight 
(Ephesians 1:18). 

You are part of the infinitesimal fraction of created things that have been 
granted the incredible gift of being able to perceive the power and native genius 
of God! And to you, and you only, is given a wholly unique perception and 
experience of God’s holy grand poiema.  

No, there is nothing boring about you and there is nothing boring about what 
God has given you to do today. If you are bored, remember what Chesterton said: 
“We are perishing for want of wonder, not want of wonders.” Wonder at this: God 
has prepared just for you what he’s given you to do (Ephesians 2:10). Nothing 
you do today is unimportant. God is keenly interested in the smallest detail. You 
don’t need a more wonderful calling; you may just need more strength to 
comprehend the wonder of his loving ways toward you (Ephesians 3:17–19).  

Today you get the priceless privilege of reading with your whole being one verse 
or maybe a few lines in the great poiema of God, while at the same time being a 
poiema which God will recite forever and will always remember.  

God is wholly absorbed in his living epic. He wants you to be too. 

Read the entire article at www.desiringgod.org/articles/you-are-gods-
workmanship.  

https://www.desiringgod.org/articles/you-are-gods-workmanship
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ephesians+1%3A18&version=ESV
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https://www.desiringgod.org/articles/you-are-gods-workmanship


Friday – Superman and Jesus 
By Kenny Tibbetts 

“And let us not grow weary of doing good, 
for in due season we will reap, 

if we do not give up.” 
Galatians 6:9 

 

Who is your favorite superhero? Personally, I love Iron Man, but when I was a 

kid it was definitely Spiderman. Maybe you’ve noticed superhero movies have 

made a huge comeback in the last ten years. My wife and I love watching the 

Avengers movies together.  

I think there’s something compelling to the human heart in stories of a hero who 

saves us from this mess we’re in. One person who can save us from the monsters 

and supervillains and catastrophes in our lives is our Savior.  

So often we talk about how Jesus saves. We call Him our Savior and we thank 

Him for our salvation. But what does it even mean to be saved? Is it merely that 

we are rescued from our own self-inflicted danger? That’s certainly the part we 

spend most of our time focused on and rightly so. But imagine that you were not 

just saved from something but for something. 

After Superman rescues the woman from a burning building or keeps the train 

from running off the track or stops a ballistic missile moments before impact, he 

flies away. He leaves the people he saved right where they are and retreats to his 

fortress of solitude.  

What makes Jesus so much better than Superman is that after He saves us, 

He never leaves us. Jesus rescues us from our sin and then sets about turning 

us into a different kind of hero, the kind of hero who does good works which were 

prepared by God especially for us. 

Read Galatians 6: 1-10. This is one of my favorite passages on the good we 

can do (and are commanded to do) as believers. Consider what God is calling 

you to do. Ask God what good works He has prepared for you. Consider that you 

were not just saved from something, but for something.  

“And let us not grow weary in doing good, for in due season we will reap if we 

do not give up.” 

  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Galatians+6%3A+1-10&version=ESV


Weekend – Memory 
By Phillip Hamm 

“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation.” 
2 Corinthians 17 

 

Everything in our life has memory. Monofilament fishing line that’s been on the 
reel too long will curl and twist as it comes off. It can’t forget the shape of being 
wrapped around the fishing reel. Sandals that have been worn for several years 
bear the mark of the feet of their owner. Each step pushing the toe indentation a 
little further into the soul. The seat in our cars bears the memory of years of 
compression from our rear ends; the carpet in the hall way bears the memory of 
feet running back and forth; and the ruts in the road bear the memory of the weight 
of years of trucks.  

Everything in our life has memory. And therein lies the problem. We can’t forget 
the past. We are who we are today because of the decisions we made yesterday, 
or the decisions someone else made for us. No matter how hard we may try, some 
of those decisions haunt us forever. If only God had some plan to help us 
overcome the memory of our past. In preparation for Sunday’s sermon read 2 
Corinthians 5:16-21. What does God want to help you forget today? 

Pray for the World: Malta 
The Republic of Malta consists of three small but strategic islands in the central 

Mediterranean, due south of Sicily. This dry limestone foundation has no rivers.  
It’s population of 409, 000 people are predominantly Christian.  
The primary challenge for prayer lies in immigration. Over 2,000 people attempt to enter 

Europe annually which could potentially overwhelm the small population of Malta. Policing 
its waters as well as housing and providing for immigrants are a significant strain on 
Malta’s limited resources. Its proximity to North Africa–a launching point for immigrants 
from a host of nationalities–makes it all the more vulnerable. 

Maltese demonstrate general antipathy to those who exploit its accessibility. Most 
immigrants want to move from Malta; living in a detention center is more like prison than 
the freedom they sought. Pray for Maltese to demonstrate compassion and Christian love; 
pray that many of these immigrants might discover the living Christ.                                  

(operation world) 

Prepare for Worship 
    As you prepare your heart for worship Sunday morning read Psalm 114 and 
tremble at the awesome presence of the Lord. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+corinthians+5%3A16-21&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+corinthians+5%3A16-21&version=ESV
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https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=psalm+114&version=ESV




 


