
 



  



Sermon Notes – In God We Trust? 
1 Corinthians 6:12-20 

Big Idea: _____________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 

 
Application: _________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________



Discussion Questions 
• What topics has God made clear that we try to make vague? 

 

• In what ways does our culture’s view on sex differ from God’s? Why? 

 

• Paul seems to quote two people in 6:12 and 7:1. How do these two views of 
sex differ from God’s intention? 

 

• Where do you find these two views prevalent in our culture? 

 

• What all does Paul have in mind in verse 16 when he says “two become one”?  

 

• Compare and contrast God’s design for sex (unity of the whole life) with our 
culture’s view of sex (self-gratification). What are the consequences of the 
differences? 

 

• In verse 18 Paul says, “flee sexual immorality”. How 
would you define sexual immorality? How do you flee 
from it? 

 

• How is sexual sin different from other sins (see verse 
18)? Why? 

 

• Is there anything in your life that needs to change in 
response to this passage? 

  

One-Year Bible 
Reading Plan 
WEEK 43 
 Day 211 

Titus 1-3 
Prov 9:1–12 
 Day 212 

Philemon 
Prov 9:13–18 
 Day 213 

Esther 1-4 
Prov 10:1–15 
 Day 214 

Esther 6-8 
Prov 10:16–32 
 Day 215 

John 1 
Prov 11:1–8 
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Monday – Grace with a Purpose 
By Nick Molick 

“All things are lawful for me,” but not all things are helpful. “All things 
are lawful for me,” but I will not be dominated by anything. 

1 Corinthians 6:12 

God’s grace is powerful. It can be twisted by good-intentioned believers into all 
types of freedom that are not meant for their lives. We must be careful how we 
approach and handle the grace of God and how we trust it. God’s grace is not a 
free pass to commit sin and then ask for forgiveness later. Instead, God’s grace 
gives us the freedom to passionately pursue God and share His love with others 
without fear of condemnation.  

Each day we are faced with an innumerable amount of decisions. If we choose 
wisely we experience the blessings of God. If we choose to abuse the grace and 
freedom given to us we must deal with sin’s consequences. However, if we do 
make a wrong choice, God’s love for us does not waver. He doesn’t throw us 
aside, break off the relationship and look for someone who gets it right all the time. 
It is during these times God’s grace and mercy shine. 

In much the same way a coach gives a player a vote of confidence (even after 
he has made a mistake) God gives us a vote of confidence through His grace. All 
He asks in return is that we try, and we never stop allowing the Holy Spirit to work 
in our lives. The Holy Spirit will call to our minds all we have read, heard and know 
about God’s word and heart in order to shape our behavior and lives. To explain 
how grace works in our lives, James wrote, “But the man who looks intently into 
the perfect law that gives freedom, and continues to do this, not forgetting what 
he has heard, but doing it-he will be blessed in what he does.” James 1:25 

God knows we are not perfect. However, He still gives us freedom, grace and 
the Holy Spirit to help us make right decisions in life. We have but to listen to Him. 
In giving us free will we gain tremendous freedom when we choose God’s path. 
His grace provides us with a sense of freedom like we have never known. We are 
then called to not abuse God’s grace and the freedom He has given us. We are 
prompted to listen to the Holy Spirit and trust God’s word to comfort and guide us 
through the myriad of decisions we make every day so that we might honor God. 

Let us not be mastered by the freedom God grants us, but instead let us be 
humbled and subject to the Master who has given us life. Through His grace we 
receive mercy and love that knows no end, even in our sinful imperfection. 

Pray that when you are confronted with a decision you will have ears to hear 
the Lord’s voice. 



Tuesday – Happy is the One 
Who Trusts in You 

By George Volpe 
“The eyes of man are never satisfied.” 

Proverbs 27:20 

We’ve all experienced moments of satisfaction. The Thanksgiving meal, that 
delicious ice cream sundae, the win for our team, that special time with the one 
we love, that shiny new car, that raise, the new baby. So many great moments, 
but they don’t last. We find ourselves wanting to experience that same exhilarating 
satisfaction over and over again. And whenever we try to re-live those moments, 
they vanish just as quickly.  

We come into this world crying and squirming for attention until someone 
satisfies those first primal needs. At some stage we hopefully reach the point 
where we realize that trying to arrange everything around us, people included, for 
our sole comfort and satisfaction is selfish and problematic. We become so 
attached to our desires that we worship them and want nothing, not even God, to 
get in the way of our drive for satisfaction. That’s when unbridled passion wins, 
and trusting God loses. 

So, is it wrong to want to be satisfied? Of course not. To want to be satisfied is 
as natural as breathing. It’s how we achieve a satisfied life that is the real issue. 

When our desires point toward grasping satisfaction for our own benefit at the 
expense of God and others, we make a conscious decision that we know better 
than everyone, including God. Lust without boundaries is the laughter just before 
you realize there is no more ground under your feet. We insist on running down 
our own path until it disappears into a place we never intended to go, hurting 
ourselves and everyone around us. We might still feel justified on our 
questionable journey, but when satisfaction continues to evaporate, we’re inclined 
to blame everyone else, including God. 

When our desires honor God and bless others at the expense of ourselves, we 
find a new spiritual law unlocking something for us that we were not grasping after 
or even expecting − true satisfaction. Jesus created genuine, lasting satisfaction, 
and He is willing to pour His peace and satisfaction into our hearts when we are 
ready to receive it. We’re just so accustomed to defending our own feelings and 
catering to the whims of the flesh that sometimes we wander away from trusting 
the God who wants the very best for us.  

Jesus made us exactly the way He intended. He makes no mistakes. He is fully 
aware of our specific needs, and only He can truly satisfy our souls. “For he 
satisfies the longing soul and fills the hungry soul with goodness.” (Psalm 107:9)  



Wednesday – Trust in God’s Purpose 
By Nick Mollick 

“. . . for you were bought with a price. 
So glorify God in your body.” 

1 Corinthians 6:20 

 

The physical universe didn’t just happen on its own. God had a purpose in its 
creation − to add ways that glorify Him and for power to be shown through His 
creation.  

Psalm 19:1 says, “The heavens declare the glory of God, and the sky above 
proclaims his handiwork.” Our bodies fall into that same category of physical 
things God created. We can trust that God is not going to forfeit His plan or back 
out of His promise to glorify Himself through human beings. No matter the shape, 
stature or age of our bodies, God can still receive glory through them. We can 
trust that because it is part of His plan and purpose in creating us in the first place. 

Why would God go to all the trouble of dirtying his hands with our decaying and 
sin-stained flesh, in order to reestablish it as a resurrection body and clothe it with 
glory and immortality? The answer is because His Son paid the price of death so 
that the Father’s purpose for the material universe would be fulfilled, namely, that 
He would be glorified in it, forever and ever. 

1 Corinthian 6:20 tells us, “you were bought with a price (the death of his Son 
Jesus). So, glorify God in your body.” God will not ignore, dishonor or disregard 
the work of his Son. Quite the opposite. God will instead honor the work of His 
Son by raising our bodies from the dead, and we will use our bodies to glorify Him 
forever and ever.  

We have a physical body so we can glorify God through it now, and eventually 
for eternity. We are able to do that because we were bought through the blood of 
Jesus Christ. This plan is a promise we can trust. God spoke this universe into 
existence so that He may be more glorified by His creation and He gave His Son, 
Christ Jesus to redeem us and bring Himself glory.  

So, when we think about how “wonderfully and fearfully” we were made we 
should stand in awe of both the creation and the Creator. God invited us into His 
grand purpose of creation, salvation, redemption and glory.  

How can you glorify God? How can you live today and the rest of this week to 
honor Him?   



Thursday – Created 
By Kenny Tibbetts 

“For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, 
which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them.” 

Ephesians 2:10 

One Sunday morning in children’s church I asked a third grader to come up to 

the stage and in two minutes invent something for the group. I gave her some 

Play-Doh modeling clay and she got to work. When she was finished I asked her 

to present and explain her invention to the group. She told us she had made a 

vacuum cleaning robot that also functioned as a dishwasher AND a tablet to play 

games on. Very impressive for an eight-year-old in just two minutes. The inventive 

child was beaming with pride about her new invention. 

But then I told her and the rest of the children that her invention actually didn’t 

do that at all. I told her that it instead bought airline tickets for people and cut the 

grass. “No, that’s not right” she protested. After several minutes of this back and 

forth and after she had become visibly exasperated with her children’s pastor I 

asked her why she felt she was entitled to say what her invention did. She 

answered just the way I hoped she would: “If I created it then I get to say what it 

does!” she exclaimed in frustration, 

Do we understand how this principle applies to our lives? Do we understand 

that God as our creator gets to say what we do and importantly what we don’t do? 

God as our creator understands even better than we do what is best for us, what 

will lead to our flourishing, and what will keep us from harm. I think a lot of the 

frustration and even the pain we find in this life comes from trying to do what we 

were never created to do. We spin our wheels and grind our gears trying to 

accomplish what we were not created for. 

Read Ephesians 2:8-10. Consider that you were created with purpose and 

consider what that purpose is. Try to find the things in your life that don’t match 

up with the purpose God has called you to. Not only will the sin in your life hurt 

the heart of God, I believe that it will lead you away from the good works God has 

prepared in advance for you.  

Whatever the sin in your life is, confess it to God, ask His forgiveness and ask 

Him to show you the good work He has created just for you. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=ephesians+2%3A8-10&version=ESV


Friday – Three Ways the World 
Abuses the Gift 

By Daniel Ritchie, desiring God 

Beyond famous faces, the #MeToo movement across social media exposed a 
pattern of sin that is victimizing women (and men), destroying families, and ruining 
lives. It’s hard to pinpoint what exactly caused our culture to become so sexually 
destructive. This deep-seated and generational sin has been metastasizing for 
years. The culture at large allowed sex to become something that can only be 
defined by an individual, placing all accountability in the hands of that individual. 

The onslaught of moral failures does reveal that man is in no place to define his 
own sexuality and to police his own ethics. The wickedness of sexual abuse goes 
all the way back to the garden. In Genesis 3, man’s craving to define good and 
evil only results in a self-justifying disaster. We must be vigilant to not let the self-
defined, self-governed sexual ethic of the culture at large creep into the sexual 
ethics of the church. To keep that sort of mind-set from influencing the church, we 
must be mindful of the failings of the culture at hand. What are the subtle — yet 
sinister — realities of the world’s perspective of sex that can wreak havoc on the 
minds and hearts of those pursuing personal holiness? 

The porn epidemic on our planet is symptomatic of a mind-set that is wholly 
aimed at pleasing oneself. The ability to fulfill one’s cravings on demand begins 
to create a pattern of behavior that is not easily broken. This pattern of seeing, 
desiring, and then acting on the desires of one’s heart is purely from the world (1 
John 2:15). 

“Follow your heart” and “Do what feels right.” As romanticized as those ideas 
can feel, the heart of man can never be trusted. Jeremiah 17:9 says, “The heart 
is deceitful above all things, and desperately sick; who can understand it?” We 
are the most horrible judges of ourselves. We will excuse and minimize the sin in 
our lives just so that we can meet the desires of our heart. The thrill of those 
desires will ultimately begin to fade and push a man’s heart deeper into darkness. 

God’s design for man and woman is that they may leave their parents, commit 
to one another in marriage, and become one flesh. It is that oneness that is meant 
to be cemented through sex. We honor God by keeping sex inside the bounds of 
marriage (Hebrews 13:4) and, in doing so, God enables sex to be a powerful gift 
physically, emotionally, and spiritually.  

Christ nourishes his bride. He cares for his bride. Christ gave everything out of 
love for his bride. Everything about marriage is to reflect the tender, sacrificial, 
pursuit-filled love that Christ has for his bride, the church.  

God has given us the remarkable honor to live that out in our marriages on 
every conceivable level. May that be a gospel responsibility we take great care to 
consider, knowing that it is not the culture that defines what sex really is. God 
does. He has designed it, and He has defined it. May we take great pains to show 
his beautiful design for sex in our dark and lonely world. 

Read the full article at www.desiringgod.org/articles/sex-against-god.   

https://www.desiringgod.org/articles/sex-against-god
http://www.desiringgod.org/articles/sex-against-god


Weekend – We Work to Rest 
By Phillip Hamm 

 
In 1950 the Associated Press insisted that the people reading their article about 

life in the year 2000 would be able to tell their children about a primitive era when 
Americans worked more than 20 hours a week. 

“So, tell your children not to be surprised if the year 2000 finds 35 or even a 20-
hour work week fixed by law.” 

But that’s not how it turned out. We ended up working more, not less.  
In 1979 the average worker put in 1,687 hours a year, according to the 

Economic Policy Institute, and by 2007 that number was 1,868. The net 
difference, 181 hours a year, represents more than a month of extra work every 
year. 

And we feel it. We’re tired and we look it. We’re tired of work, tired of screaming 
kids, and tired of being tired. It seems to me that things haven’t become easier in 
the last 50 years, but rather they have become more tiring.  

God wants us to rest. It’s actually one of the top ten of His commandments − 
remember the Sabbath and keep it holy. But resting doesn’t come easy. We 
actually have to work to rest. In preparation for Sunday’s message read Psalm 
62:5-12. 

Pray for the World: Senegal 
The Republic of Senegal is mainland Africa’s most westerly state. Arid, with few natural 

resources, it is roughly the size of South Dakota and has a population of almost 13 million. 
Muslim theology dominates the 57 people groups and a mere six percent of the inhabitants 
profess to being Christian. 

The main challenge for prayer is currently Bible translation. Much has been achieved in 
the last 25 years. At least seven long-awaited New Testaments are published, namely 
Wolof, Serer, Mandinka, Tukulor, Fulakunda, Jola Kasa and Bassari.  

Work is underway on 17 other translations, with several teams being led by Senegalese. 
Pray especially for work on several Jola languages (WEC, WBT). The Wolof Old 
Testament is being translated.  

Just as vital is the work in literacy training – translations without readers are useless. 
Pray for the Scripture translation teams, and for widespread distribution of and response 
to the Scriptures.                                                                                 (operation world) 

Prepare for Worship 
   As you prepare your heart for worship Sunday morning read Psalm 122 and let us 
prepare our hearts and homes that peace would be within us.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+62%3A5-12&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+62%3A5-12&version=ESV
http://www.operationworld.org/prayer-calendar
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=psalm+122&version=ESV


  



 


