
 



  



Sermon Notes – Are We There Yet? 
2 Thessalonians 1 

Big Idea: _____________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 

 
Application: _________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________



Discussion Questions 
• Describe a family trip that went bad. Why did it go bad? Was the destination 

worth the hassle of getting there? 

 

• The passage discusses suffering and persecution the readers are enduring. 
With what did these afflictions consist? 

 
 

• Where in the world do these things happen to Christians today? Under what 
circumstances do you think our country could possibly treat Christians like 
this? 

 

• Verse 6 says God will repay those who afflict you. According to verse 9 how 
does God plan on repaying those? What is being described? 

 
 

• What is our culture’s view on Hell? Why? What is your view? Why? How do 
all these views measure against the Bible? 

 

• What does it mean in verse 7 that Jesus is revealed? What will that day be 
like? Read 1 Thessalonians 4:16-18 and Revelation 19:11-16. 

 
 

• In verse 8 Paul describes wrath that will come on 
those who don’t “obey the Gospel of Jesus.” What 
does it mean to obey the Gospel of Jesus? 

 

• Jesus said no one knows when the end will come, 
but as you look at the world are there any indications 
that we may be closer to experiencing some of what 
Paul is describing? 

 
 

• Paul was trying to encourage his readers. What 
encouragement do you take from this passage?  

  

One-Year Bible 
Reading Plan 
WEEK 46 
 Day 226 

Job 40-42 
Prov 16:1–9 
 Day 227 

John 8:31-59 
Prov 16:10–19 
 Day 228 

John 9 
Prov 16:20–33 
 Day 229 

John 10 
Prov 17:1–12 
 Day 230 

John 11:1-37 
Prov 17:13–28 
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Monday – The Kingdom of Heaven 
By Kenny Tibbetts 

 

“Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness' sake, for theirs is the 
kingdom of heaven. Blessed are you when others revile you and persecute you 
and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account. Rejoice and be glad, 
gor your reward is great in heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets who were 
before you.”                                                                                 Matthew 5:10-12 

 

Pause 
 

1. What would “persecuted for righteousness’ sake” look like? 

2. Does being persecuted for righteousness sound like justice? 
What about being “reviled” or having people make up lies about 
you just because you’re a Christian? 

3. How does Jesus tell his followers to respond to this kind of 
unjust treatment? (Verse 12) 

4. Are you trusting God to handle the injustice in your life? Or are 
you more likely to try and handle it yourself? 

  

Pursue 
 

Memorize verse 10. 
  

“Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness' sake, 
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.” 

 

You can repeat it to yourself in situations where you have to do 
the right thing even when it means facing professional, social, or 
financial consequences. 

  

Pray 
 

Thank God that He is in control. Thank God that He will do Justice 
far better than we ever could. Thank God for His promise that He 
will one day return and it will be the end of all injustice. Ask God 
for help in rejoicing even when being persecuted. Ask Him to focus 
your heart on the great reward found in Jesus Christ. 

 

  



Tuesday – The Avenger 
By Tony Reinke, desiring God 

Four superheroes unite in "The Avengers Initiative" − Thor, The Incredible Hulk, 
Captain America, and the Iron Man − a collaborative of the world's greatest 
powers, called together when cosmic evil threatens the planet. We are attracted 
to this team of superheroes because they are a response team called on to 
suppress evil. But when we walk out of the movie theater, we are faced with 
questions. Why don't we see God destroying evil with sword and hammer and 
fists? Where is God when it hurts? Where is God when the helpless are abused? 
Where is God when evil dictators are followed? Where is God when orphans are 
trafficked? Why does God not break into history and push back the dark forces? 

We long for God to enter this world, to grab the proud, self-centered dictators, 
the false messiahs, and the abusers. We want God to take evil by the feet, like 
Hulk with the self-proclaimed savior Loki, and whip him violently to the concrete 
like a rag doll. "Puny god," is The Hulk's one line in the movie, and it rings true. 
Loki is a puny god in the hands of a living Hulk. 

"Revenge" is a noun, "avenge" is a verb, and the Avengers are especially active 
in their defense against evil. They are the good guys, but they are the ones who 
remind us that the act of violence is right − sometimes. But when, and by whom? 
When necessary the government can unsheathe the sword and avenge as a 
servant of The Avenger (Romans 13:4). But this is never true for the Church. 

Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave it to the wrath of God, for it is 
written, “Vengeance is mine, I will repay, says the Lord.” (Romans 12:19) Instead 
of vengeance, Christians are called to offer both sides of the jaw, to forgive 70-
times-7 times, to repay no evil with evil, to avenge nothing. God is the one who 
repays every evil act of sin and rebellion with his righteous vengeance. For those 
who have humbled themselves at the cross, the wrath of the Avenger for our sins 
− past, present, and future − has fallen upon Christ. For the unrepentant and for 
those who live in continued rebellion against God, the eternal fires of hell will 
reveal the wrath of the Avenger. In either case, in the cross or in eternal 
judgement, God’s vengeance is revealed against every act of rebellion, every act 
of sin. Ultimately his vengeance is a revelation of himself. 

This is not the Hulk-like rage of retaliation. God's shining vengeance is his level-
headed, righteous response to sin. It is his holy sanity. It is a revelation of himself 
that Christians are called to worship. And while the Avengers are called on to 
restrain evil forces, they are a faint echo of the One who has, and will again, break 
the evil, and break it forever. 

That judgement is coming. Soon. By faith we see the coming righteous 
vengeance of God and we flee to the Blood of Christ, to find in Christ the place 
where the vengeance of God’s holy wrath has been poured out and extinguished 
so that our joy might be full and complete forever. 

Read the article at www.desiringgod.org/articles/the-avenger.   

http://www.desiringgod.org/articles/the-avenger
http://www.desiringgod.org/articles/the-avenger


Wednesday – The Balancing Act 
By Kenny Tibbetts 

“He trusts in God; let God deliver  
him now, if he desires him. 

For he said, ‘I am the Son of God.’” 
Matthew 27:43 

As a child, I thought balancing the checkbook meant placing it just right so that 

it wouldn’t fall to the left or the right. I took the phrase literally. I imagined my 

parents spending hours trying to slide it into the perfect position so that it wouldn’t 

fall over. Truthfully, that might have been a lot easier than the balancing act they 

actually had to perform. I know it wasn’t always easy for them to make sure what 

came in was more than what went out, some months the checkbook simply 

wouldn’t balance. With the advent of online banking many people don’t “balance 

the checkbook” anymore, but we still keep track of what we owe, and just as 

importantly, we keep track of what we are owed. 

We all want balance in our lives. We want to make sure that debts are paid, 

especially the debts that are owed to us. Are you keeping a ledger? Do you keep 

track of how the people around you have wronged you? Are you painfully aware 

of what you deserve and even what you think others deserve? I’ve been there, I 

think it’s in our nature to try and keep score. But what if I told you this record 

keeping was poison to your soul? 

When we attempt to keep track of how we’ve been wronged or mistreated, and 

what the people who treated us so poorly have coming to them, we take 

something from God which He has reserved for Himself. We show how little we 

actually trust God to deliver justice better than we ever could. Perhaps most 

importantly when we keep score and try to take justice into our own hands, we 

allow our focus to shift from the incredible gift of Jesus Christ to ourselves and 

our selfishness. 

There is no better cure for score keeping than the Cross of Christ. Read 

Matthew 27: 27-50.  

When we understand what Christ was owed, ultimate adoration and worship, 

and what He received, a shameful and violent death, it becomes easier to let go 

of the ledger and trust God for justice.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+27%3A+27-50&version=ESV


Thursday – Getting Even 
By George Volpe 

“Dearly beloved, avenge not yourselves, but rather give place to wrath: 
for it is written, Vengeance is mine; I will repay, says the Lord.” 

Romans 12:19 

“I don’t get mad…” 

Vengeance. Getting even. It evokes thoughts of anger, hatred, violence, 
destruction. History is littered with it. Wicked rulers have killed millions of people 
because of it. Angry people of all ages lash out against family members and 
perfect strangers. Some people are so desperate to see others get “what they 
deserve” they are even willing to sacrifice their lives to make it happen. It’s off the 
rails. 

Along the journey of life, it is inevitable that we will be misunderstood and 
possibly mistreated. Sometimes we suffer in silence, but we also learn we can 
defend ourselves. And sometimes we go beyond defense to justification. We 
become judge, jury and executioner, and bad things are bound to happen.  

We like to think we are always right, but of course that can’t be true. Or maybe 
it’s just that we expect everyone to see the world the way we do or they’re 
definitely wrong. No discussion, no debate, no orderly discourse. No agree to 
disagree. If you don’t agree with the way she thinks, the team he likes, the political 
party they adhere to, or some other elusive expectation, you might have what you 
think are good reasons why these people are intolerable. This is unfortunately 
where we are as a country right now, bickering with each other like selfish 
children. Many people have been hurt so that someone could have the last word. 

It is tempting to try to take on the role of God and seek to punish those who we 
feel deserve it. Because we are sinful creatures, it is impossible for us to take 
revenge with pure motives. This is why the Mosaic Law contains the command 
“Do not seek revenge or bear a grudge against one of your people but love your 
neighbor as yourself. I am the LORD.” (Leviticus 19:18)  

Even David, a “man after God’s own heart” (1 Samuel 13:14), refused to take 
revenge on Saul, even though David was the innocent party being wronged. David 
submitted to God's command to forego vengeance and trust in Him: “May the 
LORD judge between you and me. And may the LORD avenge the wrongs you 
have done to me, but my hand will not touch you. (1 Samuel 24:12)  

Since God is going to see to it that justice is done, we can lay it down. We don’t 
have to carry anger and bitterness, resentment and revenge. Indeed, we dare not. 
Jesus warned that an unforgiving heart is self-destructive.  

Read Matthew 18:21-35. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+18%3A21-35&version=ESV


Friday – Leave Vengeance 
to Whom it Belongs 

By Nick Molick 
“God is just: He will pay back trouble to those who trouble you.” 

2 Thessalonians 1:6 
 

The Christians living in Thessalonica knew what it was to be wronged. Paul 
wrote to the Thessalonians to encourage them during a season of suffering that 
was intensified by frustration with false teaching. There were plenty of reasons for 
the Thessalonian believers to seek retribution. And Paul never diminished their 
pain. Contrary to what you may have heard or been told, the Bible never glosses 
over evil. It calls suffering “suffering” and pain “pain.” 

The Bible says when believers unjustly experience crushing circumstances 
beyond their control, not only will God be with them − present in a very comforting 
and special way − He will not overlook the injustice that has taken place. When 
Jesus returns in glory, He will set everything right. Those believers who have 
suffered in this life will be comforted, rewarded and welcomed into God’s 
Kingdom. But those who have rejected Christ, mocked and brought pain to His 
people will be punished.  

The punishment or vengeance that is mentioned is everlasting destruction. With 
that description it would seem that whatever revenge, vengeance or pay back we 
could dream up would definitely pale in comparison to what God has planned for 
those who reject Jesus. So, it would seem wise for us to not be bent on anger, 
getting even and plotting revenge. Paul wrote to a church filled with believers who 
were experiencing all kinds of issues that would warrant an earthly response. Paul 
reminded them that the God they worshipped and served was in control and they 
didn’t need to waste time and energy on it. 

Instead of spending our lives filled with anger, bitterness and thoughts of 
revenge, we should comfort ourselves and others with God’s promise of perfect 
justice and the wonder of His grace for us. We should spend our lives praying and 
encouraging others as we ready ourselves for His return. We should also have 
compassion for the lost who are set for everlasting destruction. Ask, “How can I 
help turn all the bitter circumstances I have been through into an opportunity to 
share Jesus?” The best remedy for bitterness is turning vengeance over to the 
One who said it was His. 

Pray God would help us trust in His perfect justice and to forgive, remembering 
the grace we have received. 

  



Weekend – Are We There Yet? 
By Phillip Hamm 

“But we ought always to give thanks to God for you, brothers 
beloved by the Lord, because God chose you as the firstfruits to be 

saved, through sanctification by the Spirit and belief in the truth.” 
2 Thessalonians 2:13 

The end of time is a scary topic. The Bible describes its approach much like a 
weatherman an upcoming hurricane. It’s ominous at best. The destruction is going 
to be far reaching, and the effects long lasting. Every instinct we have tells us to 
board up the house and get out of town.  

Riding out the storm of the apocalypse, we think to ourselves, would be 
terrifying. Yet, every time the Biblical writers describe this season in the future, 
they do so by telling the readers not to be afraid. It’s sort of a dichotomy. The end 
of the world and all civilization as we know it should be something that shutters 
us to the core. Because it’s not a random uncontrollable event we can have peace. 
Because the One who loves us and redeems is steering the ship of time we can 
find calm.  

In spite of whatever we go through, we can trust God’s plan for this too. As we 
continue our study through 2 Thessalonians read chapter two in preparation for 
Sunday’s sermon. 

Pray for the World: Suriname 
Located on the northeast coast of South America, Suriname is home to 525,000 people. 

This tiny country, whose official language is Dutch, is slightly larger than the state of 
Georgia. Christians and Evangelicals combined make up 64% of the population.   

The Javanese are predominantly Muslim, but nominally so. New generations of 
Javanese Christians, across denominations, rise to the challenge of reaching their own 
people. The Suriname Javanese New Testament was published in 2000, and plans are 
underway to translate the Old Testament. 

The Indian community is only now beginning to respond to the Gospel. Local 
congregations are slow on the uptake regarding outreach to this long-neglected group; 
pray for this partnership to spark greater zeal for ministry among them. Currently, there is 
no work or witness among Muslims within the Hindustani. Pray that the barriers of 
prejudice and misunderstanding be removed and the spiritual powers preventing their 
evangelization be rendered helpless.                                                      (operation world) 

Prepare for Worship 
   As you prepare your heart for worship Sunday morning read Psalm 125 and rejoice 
that the Lord surrounds His people. Those who trust in the Lord are like Mount Zion, 
which cannot be moved but abides forever. 

http://www.operationworld.org/prayer-calendar
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=psalm+125&version=ESV




 


