
 



  



Sermon Notes – Are We There Yet? 
2 Thessalonians 3 

Big Idea: _____________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
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_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 

 
Application: _________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________



Discussion Questions 
• What do you dislike waiting for the most? Why do you have to wait for it? 

What do you do to make the time pass? 

 

• What did Paul command to happen to people who were idle? Why was he so 
strong on this? 

 

• How can verse 10 affect the way we help people? How does our benevolence 
help some people and hurt others? 

 

• Paul was talking about people who wouldn’t work for a living. How can the 
concept of laziness be applied to our spiritual lives as well? 

 

• What ways do we spiritually live off the work of other people’s walk with the 
Lord? 

 

• While it’s wise to learn from others and their resources, what are we missing 
by only gleaning from someone else’s time with Jesus? 

 

• What did Paul say in verse 13? Why did he say it? 

 

• What do you want God to do for you, in you, or 
through you?  

 

• What steps can you take to create time in your life 
that develops more trust in Jesus without depending 
solely on the spiritual work of others? 
 

  

One-Year Bible 
Reading Plan 
WEEK 48 
 Day 236 

John 15:18-16:33 
Prov 20:14–30 
 Day 237 

John 17 
Prov 21:1–13 
 Day 238 

John 18 
Prov 21:14–31 
 Day 239 

John 19 
Prov 22:1–6 
 Day 240 

Isaiah 51:1-53:12 
Prov 22:7–16 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+thessalonians+3%3A10&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+thessalonians+3%3A13&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+15%3A18-16%3A33&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Prov+20%3A14%E2%80%9330&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+17&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Prov+21%3A1%E2%80%9313&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+18&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Prov+21%3A14%E2%80%9331&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+19&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Prov+22%3A1%E2%80%936&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+51%3A1-53%3A12&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Prov+22%3A7%E2%80%9316&version=ESV


Monday – The Future and the Present 
By Kenny Tibbetts 

 

“And I am sure of this, that he who began a good work in you will bring it to 
completion at the day of Jesus Christ. It is right for me to feel this way about you 
all, because I hold you in my heart, for you are all partakers with me of grace, both 
in my imprisonment and in the defense and confirmation of the gospel. For God 
is my witness, how I yearn for you all with the affection of Christ Jesus. And it is 
my prayer that your love may abound more and more, with knowledge and all 
discernment, so that you may approve what is excellent, and so be pure and 
blameless for the day of Christ, filled with the fruit of righteousness that comes 
through Jesus Christ, to the glory and praise of God.” 

Philippians 1:6-11 

 

Pause 

1.  Are you the kind of person who spends a lot of time thinking about the future? 
Or do you spend all your time focused on the present? Which do you think is 
better? 

2.  What is Paul sure of in verse 6? 

3. At the day of Christ (the end times) Paul says we will all be “complete.” So 
why do you think he gives us so many instructions for things to do right now? 

4.  Paul looks forward to the end times but doesn't lose focus on the present. 
How can we do the same? 

 

Pursue 

Memorize verse 6: “And I am sure of this, that he who began a good work in 
you will bring it to completion at the day of Jesus Christ.” 

Whenever we fail or fall short it helps to remind ourselves that Jesus Christ 
Himself will complete the work He began in us. 

 

Pray 

Pray that God would allow you to think both about the future end times without 
losing focus on what is going on right now. Ask God for guidance on how we 
may join in on the good work Paul tells the Philippians about. Thank Jesus for 
the assurance that our completion and perfection doesn’t depend on us but is 
totally up to Him.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=philippians+1%3A6&version=ESV


Tuesday – He Will Hold Me Fast 

By David Mathis, desiring God  

“But the Lord is faithful. He will establish you 
and guard you against the evil one.” 

2 Thessalonians 3:3 

Have you ever feared that your faith might fail? Have you worried you might not 
be able to “hold out” or “hold on” in the long, arduous journey of the Christian life? 

Robert Harkness (1880–1961) was a gifted Australian pianist who traveled the 
world in his twenties with the famous evangelist R.A. Torrey. One night, at an 
evangelistic rally in Canada, Harkness met a young man, recently converted, who 
feared he might not be able to “hold out.” Harkness longed for the young man, 
and countless others impacted by the revival meetings, to have confidence deep 
in their souls that their finishing the race, and keeping the faith, did not fall finally 
to themselves. He wanted this young man and others to know that God finishes 
what he starts. 

Jude celebrates God’s keeping power in his beloved doxology: “Now to him 
who is able to keep you from stumbling and to present you blameless before the 
presence of his glory with great joy” (Jude 24). It’s a truth the apostle Paul often 
rehearsed, as he did with the Philippians, “I am sure of this, that he who began a 
good work in you will bring it to completion at the day of Jesus Christ” (Philippians 
1:6). And when he told the Thessalonians, “The Lord is faithful. He will establish 
you and guard you against the evil one” (2 Thessalonians 3:3). And when he 
testified of his own endurance, that the decisive cause of his pressing on was not 
his own reaching and pushing but “because Christ Jesus has made me his own” 
(Philippians 3:12). 

Yes, Paul pressed on. He was diligent. He labored. He applied himself. He 
strained to endure and increasingly make Jesus his own. But he knew that all his 
striving and enduring was enabled decisively by the power of Christ, who had 
made him his own and would certainly hold him fast. 

The young convert in Canada was not wrong to doubt his own ability to “hold 
out” or “hold on.” Indeed, he should have doubted himself, as we also should 
doubt ourselves. But what the young man didn’t yet know deep in his soul was 
that his perseverance in the faith wasn’t simply left to him. When God truly has 
started the work, he will finish it (Philippians 1:6). If Jesus has made us his own, 
he will be faithful to keep us till the end (1 Thessalonians 5:24; Hebrews 10:23). 

Not only is God able to keep his people, but he does so “with great joy” (Jude 
24). Not only will God keep his people, but he delights to do so. Not only does he 
hold us fast, but he does so with great joy. And there is no safer place to be in the 
universe than hidden with Jesus in the heart of God’s delight. 

Read the entire article at www.desiringgod.org/articles/he-will-hold-me-fast.  

https://www.desiringgod.org/articles/he-will-hold-me-fast
https://www.desiringgod.org/articles/he-will-hold-me-fast


Wednesday – Faithfulness 
By Kenny Tibbetts 

“By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go out to a place that he was 
to receive as an inheritance. And he went out, not knowing where he was going.  
By faith he went to live in the land of promise, as in a foreign land, living in tents 
with Isaac and Jacob, heirs with him of the same promise. For he was looking 
forward to the city that has foundations, whose designer and builder is God. By 
faith Sarah herself received power to conceive, even when she was past the age, 
since she considered him faithful who had promised. Therefore from one man, 
and him as good as dead, were born descendants as many as the stars of heaven 
and as many as the innumerable grains of sand by the seashore.” 

Hebrews 11:8-12 

 

Pause 

1. What do you know about Abraham? Think about his life and what God asked 
of him. 

2. What are you waiting for in your life?  

3. What is the relationship between faith and waiting? 

4. Verse 10 tells us Abraham was looking forward to Heaven, how did that focus 
change his life? How could it change yours? 

 

 

Pursue 

Read Hebrews 11.  

The author recounts stories of Old Testament saints whose future hope caused 
them to live with great faithfulness. These are men and women the author used 
as examples for New Testament believers. 

 

 

Pray 

Thank God that He has promised us a future hope. Thank God that He is a God 
who keeps His promises even when we can’t see what He is doing. Ask God to 
focus your hope on His promises and serve Him faithfully wherever you are. 

  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Hebrews+11%3A10&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Hebrews+11&version=ESV


Thursday – Be Still, Not Idle 
By Nick Molick 

“For even when we were with you, we gave you this rule: 
if a man will not work, he shall not eat.” 

2 Thessalonians 3:10 

 

It is important to have good examples set before us not just in our formative 
years, but throughout our lives. It is also just as important to recognize when a 
bad example is being set before us and make the decision not to follow that 
example. What we do with the examples we are presented in our lives has a very 
powerful effect upon us for the rest of our lives and on the ones around us.  

The example Paul and his fellow teachers in Thessalonica set for the young 
church is a vitally important one. Paul and his group did not just show up and 
expect to be waited on and provided for − quite the opposite. Paul states in 2 
Thessalonians 3:8, “…we worked night and day, laboring and toiling so that we 
would not be a burden to any of you.” Paul modeled the type of diligence he had 
preached to them. He did not say one thing and do another. Paul lived out his 
faith and wanted his young group of believers to do the same.  

Paul had received reports some people in this new church had become idle and 
no doubt had become somewhat of a burden to others. This troubled Paul enough 
to admonish the group in this letter. Paul reminds them that idleness is not what 
he taught them and it will not lead to furthering the cause of Christ. Paul wanted 
his church, and us, to “never tire of doing what is right.” That is a far different call 
than backsliding into idleness.  

The full counsel of the teaching of the Bible calls us to a stillness of our souls 
so we recognize who God is and our position before Him. At the same time we 
are to be stirred into action, sharing the Good News of Christ with the world. We 
are not called to do nothing − we are called to do the greatest thing in the history 
of the world. That is to share the love of Christ with our community and beyond 
and to set an example modeling Christ to everyone we encounter because we 
know how powerful those examples can be.  

Pray that you will model Christ this coming week and that your heart is stirred 
to share your faith with those around you. Also ask yourself how you can better 
model Jesus through your actions and where you can place guardrails in your life 
to avoid becoming idle?  



Friday – Listening to the Wrong Crowd 
By George Volpe 

“For we hear that some among you walk in idleness, 
not busy at work, but busybodies.” 

2 Thessalonians 3:11 
 

There have been numerous times in history, even in our lifetime, when 
charismatic religious leaders have convinced a group of people on their own 
authority that a mystical event was coming, and they would be whisked away to 
some better place. People who are easily swayed bought it. They left their jobs, 
sold their houses and waited. And nothing happened, except for those who 
unfortunately committed mass suicide in their last act of deranged and misguided 
obedience. Simply put, people who claim to know the mind of God outside the 
guidance of Scripture are dangerous. 

In the early church some members of the Christian community started to fall 
into this trap. They were so overly zealous that the end of the age was near at 
hand that they stopped making any plans for the future. Some of them stopped 
doing any work at all, believing that in this way they were demonstrating greater 
faith. Those who did not work were a burden to those who did work, creating new 
problems in the church which Paul addressed in 2 Thessalonians 3. 

These people, who should be productive members of the local church, were 
instead hampering the work of the church. Doubtless their own assessment of 
their lives would have been one of rigorous support for the work, but others would 
disagree.  

Paul is basically saying that those who chose not to work were moving about in 
the church without helping the work of God. The word "busybodies" is literally, to 
"work about/around," meaning to go about meddling in other people's business. 
The warning is there were people, no longer working, who were spending their 
time and energy on pointless or hurtful things, rather than being productive in the 
work of the ministry. They neglected their own business but were busy about 
everyone else’s business. It is almost as if they were masking the idleness of 
leaving their jobs while they busied themselves in and around the activities of the 
church, feverishly moving about, but never accomplishing anything that honored 
Christ. All it does is gender strife and dishonor the Lord. 

In telling the busybodies they should work and “eat their own bread,” Paul 
implies they were eating the bread of those who had not quit their jobs. Not 
working creates more than just busybodies and tattlers, it creates moochers, and 
detracts from people who really need the church’s help. 

The bottom line is this: plan for tomorrow but live for today. If you can work, 
work. If you can't work, it is best not to go about meddling. Whatever your abilities 
may be, use them as the Lord intended.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Thessalonians+3&version=ESV


Weekend – Psalm 98 
By Phillip Hamm 

“Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth; 
break forth into joyous song and sing praises!” 

Psalm 98:4 
 

When we invite someone to church we might tell them, “We worship at FBC 
Palmetto.” When describing the music at church on Sunday we might say, “I really 
worshipped this morning!” When leaving the house for church on Sunday morning 
you may tell your teenage kids who are driving separately “Don’t be late for 
worship.”  

We use the same word in three different ways. And while none of these usages 
are wrong, it does move us to ask the question: What is worship exactly? Is it the 
place we go on Sundays? Is it style of music we prefer? Is it the time we choose 
to be at church? Maybe. But maybe it’s more too.  

In preparation for worship this Sunday (see what I did there) read Psalm 98. 
Observe in the passage what is worshiping and in what ways they worship. 

Pray for the World: Turkey 
Turkey straddles the continents of Europe and Asia, and controls the Bosphorus Strait 

and the Dardanelles, vital sea links between the Black Sea and the Mediterranean. Its 
strategic position has made the area of prime importance throughout history.  

The Republic of Turkey boasts a population of 75 million in a country a little larger than 
the size of Texas. Over 97% are Muslim and less than one half a percent are Christian.  

Turkey’s transformation from the guardian of Christendom to this unevangelized nation 
has been almost comprehensive. For over 1,000 years the region was a bastion of 
Christendom, but it later became a strong propagator of Islam.  

The Christian population has declined from 22% to 0.21% since 1900. Only 0.008% of 
people in Turkey are evangelical; many are ethnic Turks and Kurds, but others are 
expatriate or from historically Christian minorities. Few of the 73 million Muslims have ever 
truly heard the Gospel.  

Turkey’s location along the ancient Silk Road routes connected it deeply to Islam for 
centuries; pray that it might also be used as a bridge between Europe and Asia for the 
transmission of a revitalized Christianity.                                                   (operation world) 

Prepare for Worship 
   As you prepare your heart for worship Sunday morning read Psalm 127 and lift up 
thanksgiving and praise in the presence of the Lord.  

http://www.operationworld.org/prayer-calendar
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=psalm+127&version=ESV




 


