
 



  



Sermon Notes – The Macedonian Call 
 

Big Idea: _____________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 

 
Application: _________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________



Discussion Questions 
• Do you know someone who suffers from selective hearing? What keeps 

them from hearing? 

 

• What drives us to be part of something meaningful? Give an example of 
a meaningful event in which you have participated.  

 

• The passage talks about Paul being forbidden by the Holy Spirit from 
going certain places. How do we know when we’re hearing from the Holy 
Spirit? How do we discern between God’s direction and our own 
feelings?  

 

• After each time Paul was prevented from going in a certain direction 
what did he do? Why is this significant?  

 

• How do we usually respond when God prevents us from moving 
forward? 

 

• God spoke to Paul with a vision to come to 
Macedonia. How else can God clearly direct us 
toward His will? Give an example.  

 

• How is FBC Palmetto going to help FBC Parrish? 
What role can you play? 

 

• What is God inviting you to do this year? Look at 
the Serve handout for options.  

 

 

• What is keeping you from hearing His invitation? 

 

  

One-Year Bible 
Reading Plan 
WEEK 2 
 Day 6 

Mark 5 
Ps 7 
 Day 7 

Mark 6:1-44 
Ps 8 
 Day 8 

Mark 6:45-7:23 
Ps 9 
 Day 9 

Mark 7:24-8:21 
Ps 10 
 Day 10 

Genesis 3:1-4:16 
Ps 11 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+5&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+7&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+6%3A1-44&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+8&version=ESV
file://SRV2008DC-01/Common%20Files/Devotionals/secret%20of%20happiness/Mark%206:45-7:23
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+9&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+7%3A24-8%3A21&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+10&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+3%3A1-4%3A16&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+11&version=ESV


Monday 

By Kenny Tibbetts 

 

Scripture 
“Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had 
directed them. And when they saw him they worshiped him, but some doubted. 
And Jesus came and said to them, ‘All authority in heaven and on earth has 
been given to me. Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing 
them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching 
them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you 
always, to the end of the age.’”  

Matthew 28:16-20 

 
Pause 

1. Why do you think Jesus reminds the disciples that all authority had been 
given to Him before He tells them to go and make disciples? 

2. Reread verse 20 (teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. 
And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age). How does Jesus’ 
presence change your ability and willingness to go and make disciples? 

3. What are you doing in 2019 that is more important than obeying Jesus by 
making disciples? 

4. Who is God calling you to disciple? A work colleague? Your children? A 
neighbor? 

 

Pursue 
Think of someone who has discipled you and invested in your life. Take a 
moment to thank and encourage that person. 

 
Pray 

Thank God that someone answered His call to share the Good News of Jesus 
with us. Thank God that He has promised to go with us wherever we go for His 
sake. Ask God to give you clarity on what He is calling you to do to fulfill this 
great commission. Pray for God to reveal someone to you that you might have 
a role in discipling. Pray that God would open their heart.   



Tuesday-Jesus Is Calling 

By George Volpe 

“When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all the truth, 
for he will not speak on his own authority, but whatever he hears he 
will speak, and he will declare to you the things that are to come.” 

John 16:13 

 

Congratulations: You made it into another new year. In the 18th century, 
German people started lighting candles for children’s birthday cakes. They 
added one candle beyond the current age in hope of another year to come. I 
don’t use candles any more on my birthday edibles. But so far, God has given 
me another year every year. I know that streak is coming to an end. In my more 
pensive moments, I sometimes think about opportunities God has brought 
across my path, and how I either responded well or poorly.  

God has been pleased to create a universe that displays His unfathomable 
greatness. Truly it is astounding, far beyond our finite grasp. But it was not 
complete without His crowning creation: mankind. I suppose God could have 
given the greatest of His love to mountains or trees or dogs, but He did not. He 
created man in His image and His love burst into the world like never before. 
But not everyone He made recognizes and accepts the redeeming love of God. 

The Creator came to earth, took human form, and gave His life to provide us 
with eternal life. But we are still here, part of the grand plan of God. It is not so 
we can enjoy the sights and sounds and our morning coffee, although those 
things are nice. It is not so we can just enjoy our family and be comfortable, 
although those things are great. It is not so that we can feel good, although no 
one would argue that feeling good is nice. We have a short window of time to 
respond to God’s call for us to glorify Him—while we’re here. 

God gently and patiently encourages us continually to partner with Him as 
“workers together” in serving others so that we may honor and glorify Him. But 
who are the “us” and the “we”? We all know Jesus died for every one of us. We 
all know that the Word of God was recorded for every one of us. And we also 
know based on Scripture that His call to serve Him refers to each and every 
person who He has redeemed. 

How do you know when God is asking you to act? Consider the following: Are 
you praying for opportunities to serve Him? (James 1:5) Maybe that unplanned 
situation that came your way is God’s way of providing you with an opportunity. 
Is that thought bouncing around in your head consistent with scripture (John 
16:13)? What is the counsel of godly people (Proverbs 11:14)?  

Finally, are you spiritually sensitive to God’s leading through circumstances 
where God lights a path for you? Put your trust in Him.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=James+1%3A5&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+16%3A13&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+16%3A13&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Proverbs+11%3A14&version=ESV


Wednesday 
By Kenny Tibbetts 

 

Scripture 
“But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves. For if 
anyone is a hearer of the word and not a doer, he is like a man who looks 
intently at his natural face in a mirror. For he looks at himself and goes away 
and at once forgets what he was like. But the one who looks into the perfect 
law, the law of liberty, and perseveres, being no hearer who forgets but a doer 
who acts, he will be blessed in his doing.” 

James 1:22-25 

 

Pause 
1. What do you think is the difference between a “doer of the word” and a 

“hearer only?” 

2. Can you think of a time in your life when you were a doer? What about a 
time when you were just a hearer? 

3. James compares the words of Scripture to a mirror. How is Scripture like a 
mirror? 

4. In verse 25 James says that if we do the word, and not just hear it, we will 
be “blessed in our doing.” He also says that we will have to “persevere.” How 
can we be blessed even as we persevere through difficulty? 

 

Pursue 
Memorize verse 22.  

“But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves.” 

 

Pray 
Ask God for help in being a doer and not just a hearer. Thank the Holy Spirit for 

dwelling within you that you would be able to do what the Word says to do and 

not just hear it. Ask God to grant you the perseverance it takes to follow Jesus 

even in a world that may despise you for it.  



Thursday-Seeking People 
By John Piper, desiringGod 

 

I’ve been reading Robert Coleman’s The Master Plan of Discipleship. He shows 
something amazing. In the book of Acts the evangelistic strategy is to focus on 
people who have been prepared in some way to be receptive. For example:  

The outpouring of the Spirit at Pentecost unleashed the gospel on a host of 
spiritually-sensitive Jews who had come from at least 15 different nations to 
worship the God of the Old Testament.  

The next big harvest comes in Samaria (Acts 8:4-25) where Jesus had earlier 
laid a foundation by his witness (John 4:4-42).  

The Holy Spirit sends Philip to an Ethiopian eunuch who is reading the scroll of 
Isaiah and is puzzling over whom chapter 53 is talking about!!! (Acts 8:26-39).  

The evangelistic breakthrough with Gentiles outside Jerusalem comes with 
Cornelius, who feared God and gave alms and prayed and had a vision of God’s 
messenger (Acts 10).  

When Paul launched his missionary career he followed the pattern of going first 
to the synagogue in search of some receptive Jews or God-fearing.  

On his second missionary journey his planning was checked twice by the Lord. 
The Holy Spirit forbade him (for now) to speak the word in Asia (Acts 16:6) and 
the Spirit of Jesus did not allow them to go to Bithynia (Acts 16:7). Instead, Paul 
saw a vision with a man saying, “Come over to Macedonia and help us (Acts 
16:9). The focus was again on the spiritually receptive.  

In Philippi there was no synagogue. So Paul found a place where women 
prayed outside the city and joined them, and one was converted (Acts 16:12-14).  

Of course, there were times when Paul simply “Argued in the market place 
every day with those who chanced to be there” (Acts 17:17). But there does seem 
to be enough of a pattern to encourage us in our own evangelism, as Coleman 
says, “to look for those who want to move for Christ. Life is too short to expend 
excessive time and energy upon apathetic people.”  

This seems right to me—not that we ignore the spiritually callous, but that we 
focus on the one who seem to be groping for God. To put it another way, we are 
partners with the Holy Spirit and we should be alert to those who are beginning to 
be awakened by his grace. Seek out those who are on the stretch for God and 
concentrate energy on their development. Coleman is no doubt right when he 
says, “I am convinced that a few such persons are within the influence of every 
Christian.”  

https://www.desiringgod.org/articles/seeking-people-on-the-stretch-for-god
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=acts+8%3A4-25&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+4%3A4-42&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+10&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+16%3A6&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+16%3A7&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+16%3A9&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+16%3A9&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+16%3A12-14&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+17%3A17&version=ESV


Friday 
By Kenny Tibbetts 

 

Scripture 
“Then he said to his disciples, ‘The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few; 
therefore pray earnestly to the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his 
harvest.’”  

Matthew 9:37-38 

 

 

Pause 
1. How is Jesus’ instruction in verse 38 different from what you might expect? 

2. Have you ever felt a burden for, or a strong desire to help someone you 
couldn't help? How did that feel? What did you do? 

3. Jesus identifies this incredibly urgent need, and then instructs His disciples 
to pray. How do you react when something urgent comes up? 

4.  How does this passage change the way we view prayer? 

 

 

Pursue 
You may feel that there is little you can do for the Kingdom of God. You may 
have a medical or personal obstacle keeping you from the work God is 
burdening your heart for. Jesus makes clear that when urgent and important 
needs arise, prayer is our most important tool. Make a prayer list, or journal, of 
things you can pray for. Make a habit of praying for these things and keeping 
up with the situations. You will find prayer is far more powerful than you 
imagined. 

 

 

Pray 
Pray specifically that God would raise up missionaries and pastors where there 
are few. Pray God would send people to the lost. Ask God to raise them up 
even out of First Baptist of Palmetto and send them to unreached and difficult 
places for the sake of the Gospel.   



Weekend – Not Yet: 
The Trouble with Waiting  

By Phillip Hamm 
 

Waiting is hard! And we do a lot of it. A recent study states we wait, on average, 
32 minutes each time we visit a doctor; 28 minutes in line for security when we 
travel; and 21 minutes for someone to get ready to go out. Every year we wait a 
total of 13 hours on hold for customer service; and 38 hours in traffic. That’s a lot 
of waiting. And as hard as it is to wait for those things, it seems even harder to 
wait on God.  

It’s hard to trust God when He doesn’t seem to be doing anything. Why is God 
making us wait so much?! Why would God let us want a baby so bad but not give 
us a child? Why would God let us want a spouse so bad but not give a husband 
or wife? What’s taking Him so long to provide the job; better health; or a healed 
relationship with an adult child? We’re trying to be patient. But God sure does 
seem slow. In preparation for worship on Sunday read Genesis 37.

Pray for the World: The World 
Christians and evangelicals make up 40% of the world’s 6.9 trillion inhabitants.      
Aid, development and charity work across the globe escalated through the 1980s and 

1990s and continues. The civil sector is now the eighth-largest economy in the world, 
worth over $1 trillion per year globally. Praise God that, more than before, the needs of 
the most vulnerable and needy are being addressed. Also give thanks for: 

a) A more holistic understanding of evangelical mission within the Church. Ministry that 
cares for orphans and widows, uplifts the poor, brings liberty to the oppressed and sets 
captives free reflects the heart of God, the values of the Scriptures and the role of the 
Church. Caring for the downtrodden and vulnerable and demonstrating practically Christ’s 
love are increasingly the focused activities of evangelical ministry. b) Doors to many 
places and peoples previously closed are open to aid workers, educators, technical 
tradesmen and virtually any other occupation. Pray that this global trend might continue 
to pave roads for the spread of the gospel to those among whom Christians wish to serve, 
to non-Christians laboring alongside Jesus’ followers and to community and government 
leaders who are themselves potentially great change-makers for the Kingdom of God. 

                                                                           (operation world) 

Prepare for Worship 
   As you prepare your heart for worship Sunday morning read Psalm 133.   

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+37&version=ESV
http://www.operationworld.org/prayer-calendar
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=psalm+133&version=ESV




 


