
 



  



Sermon Notes – Not Yet 
 

Big Idea: _____________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 

 
Application: _________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________



Discussion Questions 
• What do you wait for most often? Why? 

 

• What is the worst part about waiting? Why do people oppose it so 
much? 

 

• What are areas of life where we don’t like waiting on God? 

 

• Review Joseph’s story. What are some of the reasons his brothers hated 
him? How did his dad make it worse? 

 

• Verse 8 mentions that his brothers hated him even worse because of his 
“words.” Using your imagination, what do you think Joseph said to his 
brothers about his dreams?  

 

• What did his brothers do to him? How does this reflect on how they felt 
about their dad?  

 

• What are some examples of times you didn’t wait 
on God? How did it turn out? 

 

• What’s the root issue as to why we don’t wait on 
God? 

 

• What is God asking you to wait for? What needs 
to happen in your life so you can wait on Him? 

  

One-Year Bible 
Reading Plan 
WEEK 3 
 Day 11 

Mark 8:22-9:29 
Ps 12 
 Day 12 

Mark 9:30-10:12 
Ps 13–14 
 Day 13 

Mark 10:13-52 
Ps 15 
 Day 14 

Mark 11 
Ps 16 
 Day 15 

Genesis 6-7 
Ps 17 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+37%3A8&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+8%3A22-9%3A29&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+12&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+9%3A30-10%3A12&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+13%E2%80%9314&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+10%3A13-52&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+15&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+11&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+16&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+6-7&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+17&version=ESV


Monday 

By Kenny Tibbetts 

Scripture 
Then the Lord answered Job out of the whirlwind and said: “Who is this that 
darkens counsel by words without knowledge? Dress for action like a man; I 
will question you, and you make it known to me. Where were you when I laid 
the foundation of the earth? Tell me, if you have understanding. Who 
determined its measurements—surely you know! Or who stretched the line 
upon it? On what were its bases sunk, or who laid its cornerstone, when the 
morning stars sang together and all the sons of God shouted for joy?” 

Job 38:1-7 

 

 

Pause 
1. Job is crying out to God, questioning His plan. What point do you think God 

is trying to make to Job? 

2. What kind of tone do you hear in God’s voice as He speaks to Job? Do you 
detect some sarcasm? 

3. Can you think of a time that you questioned God’s plan because something 
bad happened?  

4. How could understanding the vastness and timelessness of God change the 
way we view difficult circumstances when they come? 

 

 

Pursue 
For the next several weeks we will be in the book of Genesis. Take some time 
in the coming weeks to go back to the creation account, think hard about a God 
who simply spoke a universe into creation, then remember that He is the very 
same God who is in control of whatever difficulty comes your way. 

 

 

Pray 
Thank God that He is in control and you are not. Ask God to help you imagine 
how wonderful and great He really is. Ask God to take away the worry and 
anxiety about whatever trouble you find in this life and replace it with confidence 
that the very God of the universe is in complete control. 



Tuesday – His Ways Are Not Our Ways 
By Nick Molick 

“But they saw him in the distance and before he 
reached them, they plotted to kill him.” Genesis 37:18 

 

Life can present some of the most heartbreaking challenges at times and at 
others offer the greatest love and hope we will know this side of Heaven. The 
story of Joseph that is woven through Genesis has many of both of these types 
of moments.  

We have an advantage Joseph, Israel and the brothers did not have. We 
know how the story plays out and we know what God’s purpose was through 
all of the turmoil. With that advantage we read the story of Joseph’s brothers 
selling him into Ishmaelite slavery and we have the comfort of knowing the 
outcome. Joseph has several divine appointments that lead him to not only save 
the lives of his estranged family but all those in Pharaoh’s kingdom.  

Put yourself in any of the main character’s shoes. When you are in the midst 
of this drama you do not feel comforted that God has a plan and He is going to 
make all of this work out for good. That is a feeling my family and I can relate 
to all too well. There is a beautiful lesson in the feeling that God is involved, He 
cares and He knows His plans for us. We need to be faithful and open to 
serving. 

Joseph didn’t know the end to his story, but he was faithful and looked for 
ways to honor God. Just like Joseph, we do not know the end to our stories. No 
matter what tragedy, heartbreak or success visits us we are called to love and 
obey God and look to His word for comfort, strength and direction. This isn’t a 
simple platitude nor is it always done with grace and dignity when tough times 
come. It is an ongoing journey mirroring God’s journey for Joseph. 

Throughout all of his ups and downs God had the details worked out and 
Joseph became an example for many. Looking forward in his story, Joseph 
acknowledges the plan. “As for you, you meant evil against me, but God meant 
it for good, to bring it about that many people should be kept alive, as they are 
today.” (Genesis 50:20) 

Joseph by God’s grace was able to see a small part of God’s plan come to 
fruition because he was faithful and wanted to honor God. If Joseph can do this 
after his own brothers threw him into a well and sold him into slavery, I believe 
we can do much the same no matter what difficulties confront us.  



Wednesday 
By Kenny Tibbetts 

Scripture 
Then Job answered the Lord and said: “I know that you can do all things, and 
that no purpose of yours can be thwarted. ‘Who is this that hides counsel 
without knowledge?’ Therefore I have uttered what I did not understand, things 
too wonderful for me, which I did not know. ‘Hear, and I will speak; I will question 
you, and you make it known to me.’ I had heard of you by the hearing of the 
ear, but now my eye sees you; therefore I despise myself, and repent in dust 
and ashes.” Job 42:1-6  

 

Pause 
1. When Job encountered God it moved him to authentic repentance. When was 

a time in your life where encountering God caused you to repent? 

2. Even after losing everything Job was able to say, “I know that you can do all 
things and that no purpose of yours can be thwarted.” Why do you think Job 
is able to trust in God even after personal disaster? 

3. Job learned about the character and the actions of God and was able to save 
his Faith from ruin. How can you do the same thing for yourself? 

4. There are things that are simply “too wonderful” for us to ever understand 
before we get to Heaven. Does that comfort or scare you? 

 

Pursue 
When the trials of this life come it’s easy to begin to doubt the goodness of our 
God. But we can protect ourselves from that doubt if we study God’s word and 
learn about His faithfulness. January is a great time to start a Bible reading plan. 
There are three reading plans to choose from on the church website. Visit 
http://www.fbcpalmetto.com/fbc-media/resources. 

 

 

Pray 
Repent. Cry out to God and ask for His forgiveness in the areas of your life you 
have been unfaithful to Him. Thank God for the assurances He gives that if we 
are in Christ we are surely forgiven. Ask God to show more of Himself and His 
character in His word like he did for Job. Pray that when the trials of this life 
come that you will be ready.  

http://www.fbcpalmetto.com/fbc-media/resources


Thursday – In God I Will Trust 
By George Volpe 

” And those who know your name put their trust in you, 
for you, O Lord, have not forsaken those who seek you.” 

Psalm 9:10 
 

I sometimes try to imagine how I would react if I was destined to die in a 
coliseum by hungry lions. I never emerge with good feelings. But weren’t those 
people following Jesus? And what about the hundreds of faithful people who have 
been persecuted through the centuries and killed in the name of obedience to 
Christ? Did God call them and then walk away? How do we connect the dots 
between God’s unquestionable love and His call to faithfulness when they’re 
followed by such awful events?  

Perhaps you’ve met people who have turned away from God because they 
cannot reason their way out of such a dilemma. They see examples of those who 
do what God says, are faithful, and the bottom drops out. They conclude, “Thanks 
a lot God. You either don’t exist, or I can’t really trust you.” But the basis for such 
feelings is sorely mistaken. 

God spoke to Joseph through a dream when he was seventeen. For the 
following thirteen years Joseph lived through some very dark days, with no end in 
sight. Here was a boy becoming a man, in the prime of his life, just trying to do 
the right thing and honor God. And while he obeyed and followed God, he 
suffered.  

Did he misunderstand God’s message to him? Maybe it wasn’t God’s message 
after all. Could God have changed His mind? Were others messing up God’s 
plan? Was there a turn he should have taken that he did not? Was God angry 
with him? Joseph never expected thirteen years of struggle while doing what God 
wanted for his life. 

But thirteen years is a long time only if you abandon your trust in God. If we 
reach the place where we’ve “had enough,” we never really trusted God in the 
first place. We are admitting that we believe our timing is better than His. Failing 
to wait on God is an insult to His providence. Waiting is not something we create. 
It is patience, it’s a virtue, a fruit of the Holy Spirit. Patience forces us to “feel the 
burn” and decide how we will proceed. Do we take the reins, or do we rest and 
trust? Waiting on God is a regular refrain in the life of faith.  

Joseph was prepared to wait for God, because he believed he was in the will of 
God, and that God was trustworthy no matter what. Wherever God was leading, 
Joseph was going willingly. His destination was obedience and trust in God.   



Friday 
By Faith George 

Scripture 
“Is it true, O Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, that you do not serve my gods 
or worship the golden image that I have set up? Now if you are ready when you 
hear the sound of the horn, pipe, lyre, trigon, harp, bagpipe, and every kind of 
music, to fall down and worship the image that I have made, well and good. But 
if you do not worship, you shall immediately be cast into a burning fiery furnace. 
And who is the god who will deliver you out of my hands?” Shadrach, Meshach, 
and Abednego answered and said to the king, “O Nebuchadnezzar, we have 
no need to answer you in this matter. If this be so, our God whom we serve is 
able to deliver us from the burning fiery furnace, and he will deliver us out of 
your hand, O king. But if not, be it known to you, O king, that we will not serve 
your gods or worship the golden image that you have set up.” Daniel 3:14-18 

Pause 
1. Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego were forced to choose between being 

faithful to God or compromising their faith for their comfort. Living in America 
as Christians, we don’t often have to worry about losing our lives over our 
faith. But sometimes God asks us to sacrifice our comfort in order to grow 
closer to Him. Think about a season in your life when you may not have been 
the most comfortable. What was your relationship with God like during that 
time? What do you think He was trying to teach you? 

2. These men’s attitudes are great examples of trusting God. They believed He 
could save them, they believed He would save them. But even if He didn’t, 
they trusted He had a good and perfect purpose for everything − even their 
pain. When things in your life didn’t go the way you thought they would, what 
was your reaction and response to God? How is it similar and/or different from 
the men in this passage? 

3. Is there anything happening in your life you didn’t expect? How can you draw 
close to God in this season − even if you feel what’s happening isn’t fair? 

Pursue 
Be intentional about seeking ways to draw close to God through your current 
circumstances, not avoiding Him because of them. Spend more time with Him. 
(And if you think you don’t have time, I promise that you do. You’ll be surprised 
by how much of our day gets sucked into mindless Facebook scrolling and 
binging Netflix!) His word says those who seek Him, and seek Him with their 
whole heart, will find Him! 

Pray 
Don’t be afraid to talk to God about how you feel. He already knows what’s in 
your heart, so why not talk to Him about it? It’ll help to cleanse your heart, as 
well as strengthen your relationship with God. Ask Him to draw you close during 
this season, and to reveal Himself to you in new ways.   



Weekend – That Didn’t Go 
According to Plan  

By Phillip Hamm 
 

There’s a phrase that says, “No good deed goes unpunished.” It simply means 

there are times in life when you get punished for the doing the right thing. It’s a 

cynical way to view the world and it may not even be true. But sometimes it feels 

true.  

For example, you go out of your way to adopt a needy family for Christmas. You 

spend a lot of money; you organize a bunch of your friends; everyone pitches in 

and is excited about helping out. But you discover upon delivery of the gifts that 

this needy family had been adopted by two churches and one civic organization 

in addition to you. No good deed goes unpunished.  

Or when you’re faced with an ethical decision at work. You know the right thing 

to do, but you also know there could be consequences for doing it. You’re 

confident God will honor the decision and protect you. The boss, however, fires 

you anyway. No good deed goes unpunished.  

I think the phrase comes from situations like those. For us, it’s not about how to 

avoid these situations. Rather it’s about what to do when we find ourselves in 

these situations.  

In preparation for Sunday’s worship read Genesis 39.

Pray for the World: Africa 
There are over one billion people who inhabit 20.3% of the world's surface area; the 

African Continent. Of the total 11.6 million square miles,7.9 million are in countries south 
of the Sahara Desert, and 3.7 million in the nations of North Africa. 

An answer to prayer is that Christianity has grown to become the religion of almost half 
of Africa’s population, and nearly two-thirds of sub-Saharan Africa.  

From 1900 to 2010, Christian numbers grew from 9.1% of the population to 48.8%, and 
from 7.5 million to 504 million.                                                                                                   

 (operation world) 

Prepare for Worship 
   As you prepare your heart for worship Sunday morning read Psalm 134.   

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+39&version=ESV
http://www.operationworld.org/prayer-calendar
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=psalm+134&version=ESV




 


