
 



 
  



Sermon Notes – In His Presence 
 

Big Idea: _____________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 

 
Application: _________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________



Discussion Questions 
• What is the greatest act of love you have witnessed firsthand? (For 

discussion purposes, don’t say “Jesus.”) 

 

• What are some characteristics of the way the world loves?  
 

 

• What does it mean to love one another? What are some of our made-up 
excuses as to why we DO NOT love those whom we are not drawn to? 

 

• When someone is willing to “die for another,” what might they be willing to 
sacrifice? Is this type of love common? 

 
 

• How can we a cultivate sacrificial love for our community? What needs to 
change for us to love those who do not return the same love to us? 

 

• How does Jesus define the greatest demonstration of love? Read John 
10:11, 15, and 17-18.  

 
 

• Read Romans 5:6-8. What is Jesus referring to 
when He talks about laying down His life. 

 

• Take a moment and dream about what FBC 
Palmetto, your small group, or yourself, would look 
like if we were truly in-tune with God to love like 
Jesus loved. What differences would it make in our 
community and beyond? 

 

  

One-Year Bible 
Reading Plan 
WEEK 11 
 Day 51 

Luke 12:8-59 
Ps 44:1–10 
 Day 52 

Luke 13 
Ps 44:11–26 
 Day 53 

Luke 14 
Ps 45 
 Day 54 

Luke 15 
Ps 46 
 Day 55 

Genesis 32-33 
Ps 47 
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Monday 

By Kenny Tibbetts 

 

Scripture 
“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes 
in him should not perish but have eternal life.” 

John 3:16 

 

 

 

Pause 
1. What does this verse tell us about God’s love for us? 

 

2. How can we love like God does? 

 

3. Have you ever believed in Jesus as your Lord and your Savior? 

 

 

 

Pursue 
If you haven’t trusted in Christ for salvation, I urge you to do so. Call the church 
office and set a meeting with a pastor to talk more about it. If you have trusted 
Christ, write down one thing you can do to love with godly sacrificial love today. 

 

 

 

 

Pray 
Thank God that He loved us enough to save us from our sin. Ask God to show 
you how loving those around you can bring them to know Him as well.  



Tuesday – A Living Connection 

By George Volpe 

“I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinedresser. Every branch 
in me that does not bear fruit he takes away, and every branch 

that does bear fruit he prunes, that it may bear more fruit.” 
John 15:1-2 

In 312 AD, the Roman Emperor Constantine is said to have converted to 
Christianity. Whether or not it was sincere or politically motivated we do not know. 
It did bring rest to an era of horrible Christian persecution. But it also caused an 
unintended spiritual consequence. Some people declared themselves to be 
“Christian” who did not know Christ and had no intention of having a sincere 
relationship with Jesus. They simply saw benefits in joining the religion of the 
Emperor. 

Pretenders are everywhere. I read a comment from someone who said they 
wear earphones pretending to be listening to something so that they will not be 
bothered. Others wrote that they stare at their phones or page through their 
contacts so they look busy, just to prevent people from engaging them.  

Jesus knows all about pretenders. During His earthly ministry there were many 
who followed Him for a while pretending to be His disciples. When He showed 
them He was fully aware of their heart condition they abandoned Him. They never 
really trusted in Christ. They were never His children.  

Pretending to be a Christian does not make someone a child of God. Jesus 
used the picture of a living relationship between a vine and its branches to help 
us understand what He meant when He said “Abide in me, and I in you”. It’s all 
about our relationship with God. Either we have a living relationship with Jesus, 
or we do not. 

Just because a branch is attached to a vine on the outside does not mean that 
there is a living, flowing connection between them on the inside. If the vine is 
nourishing the branch, there will be life and growth, and visible evidence of it will 
appear.     

A branch that has no living connection to the vine is not being nourished. It is 
dead. It is hanging on to the vine, and externally it may look like the other branches 
for a while. We might say it is not really depending on the vine. It may hang on for 
a while without any discernable growth or change. In time, it will either fall off, or 
someone will cut it off. The branch that has no living connection to the vine cannot 
continue “in” the vine. It can neither grow nor bear fruit. It becomes firewood. 

True Christians have an authentic, living, breathing communion with Jesus. We 
depend on Him for all of our physical and spiritual life and nourishment. We are 
truly connected to Jesus and trusting in Him. We are secure in the knowledge that 
He who has begun a good work in us will be faithful to complete it for His glory. 

Read John 15:1-16.  
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Wednesday 
By Kenny Tibbetts 

Scripture 
“For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. For 
one will scarcely die for a righteous person—though perhaps for a good person 
one would dare even to die — but God shows his love for us in that while we 
were still sinners, Christ died for us.” 

Roman 5:6-8 

 

 

 

Pause 
1. What does this passage tell you about God’s love for you? 

 

2. What sacrifice have you made to love someone else? 

 

3. Have you trusted that Christ’s death has paid the debt for your sins? 

 

 

Pursue 
If you have never trusted that Christ’s death on the cross was sufficient to atone 
for your sin, please do so now. If you have questions about salvation call or 
email the church office and make an appointment with a pastor to talk about it.  

 

If you have taken that step, take a moment to memorize verse 8: “but God 
shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.” 

 

 

 

Pray 
Thank God that He didn't wait for us to get our lives together before he started 
loving us. Thank God that he came and saved us even while we were yet 
sinners. Ask God to show you who it is in your life who needs to see the 
sacrificial love of God on display in you.  



Thursday – We Can Do Nothing 
By John Piper, desiring God 

 

“I am the vine; you are the branches.  
Whoever abides in me and I in him, 

he it is that bears much fruit, for 
apart from me you can do nothing.” 

John 15:5 

 

Suppose you are totally paralyzed and can do nothing for yourself but talk. And 
suppose a strong and reliable friend promised to live with you and do whatever 
you needed done. How could you glorify this friend if a stranger came to see you?  

Would you glorify his generosity and strength by trying to get out of bed and 
carry him? No! You would say, “Friend, please come lift me up, and would you 
put a pillow behind me so I can look at my guest? And would you please put my 
glasses on for me?”  

And so your visitor would learn from your requests that you are helpless and 
that your friend is strong and kind. You glorify your friend by needing him, and by 
asking him for help, and counting on him. 

In John 15:5, Jesus says, “Apart from me you can do nothing.” So we really are 
paralyzed. Without Christ, we are capable of no Christ-exalting good. As Paul 
says in Romans 7:18, “Nothing good dwells in me, that is, in my flesh.”  

But John 15:5 also says that God does intend for us to do much Christ-exalting 
good, namely bear fruit: “Whoever abides in me and I in him, he it is that bears 
much fruit.” So as our strong and reliable friend — “I have called you friends” 
(John 15:15) — he promises to do for us, and through us, what we can’t do for 
ourselves. 

How then do we glorify him? Jesus gives the answer in John 15:7: “If you abide 
in me, and my words abide in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for 
you.” We pray! We ask God to do for us through Christ what we can’t do for 
ourselves — bear fruit.  

John 15:8 gives the result: “By this my Father is glorified, that you bear much 
fruit.”  

So how is God glorified by prayer? Prayer is the open admission that without 
Christ we can do nothing. And prayer is the turning away from ourselves to God 
in the confidence that he will provide the help we need. 

Read the article at www.desiringgod.org/articles/we-can-do-nothing.  
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Friday 
By Kenny Tibbetts 

 

Scripture 
“A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another: just as I have 
loved you, you also are to love one another. By this all people will know that 
you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.” 

John 13:34-35 

 

 

 

Pause 
1. How did Jesus want His followers to be identified? 

 

 

2. What example did Jesus give us for how to love others? 

 

 

3. Have you personally experienced Christ’s love? 

 

 

Pursue 
If you have never personally experienced the love of Jesus it is available to you. 
Contact the church office to set up a meeting with a pastor to talk about 
salvation. If you have experienced Christ’s love, this passage shows us that it 
is our duty to love others just as Jesus loved us. Do something for someone 
this week who might never expect it. 

 

 

 

Pray 
Pray for the lost this week. Ask God to use our church to share the love of Christ 
with our community and beyond. Ask God to help you love others so that the 
world might see what it means to be loved by Jesus.  



Weekend – Make That Change 
By Phillip Hamm 

 
It looks like hard work to be a farmer. The land has to be prepared, the rows 

have to be plowed, the seed has to be planted, and the land has to be fertilized. 
This continues for hundreds and hundreds of acres. But, at some point, long 
before there is a crop to be harvested, the farmer finishes his work. He goes home 
and waits. He has no control over the sun and the rain. He gets no say in when 
the seed germinates. And he has no power in determining the quality of the final 
crop. Yet, the farmer knows that without doing his part there will be no crop. It’s 
an interesting dance that requires everyone to lead during their part of the song.  

I think this is where we find ourselves spiritually. I would guess, like me, there 
are things in your life you would like God to change. Habits, thoughts, words, 
tempers, sins, etc. which you don’t understand why God still allows to be in your 
life. You’ve prayed and asked Him to change them. But nothing – they’re still 
there.  

I wonder if God looks at our lives much the way He does the relationship He 
has with the farmer? He’s ready and willing to do His part of the work, but He’s 
waiting for us to do ours. In preparation for Sunday’s worship read John 15:1-11. 
Ask yourself what you would like God to change in your life? And what steps is 
He waiting for you take in order to make that change happen?

Pray for the World: Bhutan 
This nation in the eastern Himalayan mountains is smaller than the state of West 

Virginia and has 708,000 inhabitants. Of the population, only 2 % profess to be Christian 
while 75% are Buddhist. 

Bhutan was effectively closed to all Christian witness until 1965. This was followed by 
25 years of slight relaxation, during which Indian and other expatriates were able to 
witness. Since 1990, restrictions have increased. The spread of Christian witness and the 
potentially “destabilizing” effects on society of proselytism and Western-style democracy 
are the pretexts for harsh treatment of Christians. Pray for the growth of the Church in this 
land. 

Christians are denied religious freedom and are persecuted in various ways. Church 
buildings are forbidden in all but a very few cases; most fellowships must meet in homes. 
Bhutanese who become Christian face the loss of their citizenship, of other benefits – such 
as free education, health care, employment – and of access to electricity and water. In 
some instances, harassment and beatings occur. Despite these, groups of believers are 
forming and increasingly spreading across the breadth of the country.      (operation world) 

Prepare for Worship 
   As you prepare your heart for worship Sunday morning read Psalm 142.  
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