
 



 
  



Discussion Questions 
• What areas do we tend to focus on ourselves?  

 

• How do we justify our motives and actions in the above areas? 

 

• Why are we so prone to see our needs before the needs of others?  

 

• Who does Paul say we need to think like in verse 5? How can we begin to do 
that? 

 

• Verse 1 lists several things all people look for. Where does our culture seek 
these? What happens when they aren’t found? 

 

• What does Paul say is the solution for finding the above? What are we to do? 

 

• What actions/attitudes reveal that we believe we are more significant than 
others? (verse 3) 

 

• What does it mean in verse 7 when Paul says Jesus 
emptied Himself? What characteristics did Jesus lay 
aside for His time on Earth?  

 

• What significance does the phrase “every knee will 
bow” carry? How does this affect the way we treat 
people? 

 

• How can we begin to focus less on ourselves and 
more on others?  
 

  

One-Year Bible 
Reading Plan 
WEEK 14 
 Day 66 

Luke 23:1-43 
Ps 56 
 Day 67 

Luke 23:44-24:12 
Ps 57 
 Day 68 

Luke 24:13-53 
Ps 58 
 Day 69 

Acts 1:1-2:13 
Ps 59 
 Day 70 

Genesis 42-44 
Ps 60 
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Christ the Servant 

By George Volpe 

 

I am humbled and thankful for the men who gave everything they had to 
establish America, a country founded on freedom and Judeo-Christian principles, 
the source of which is found in Scripture. 

William S. Johnson was a judge, a member of the Continental Congress, signer 
of the Constitution, framer of the Bill of Rights, U.S. Senator, and President of 
Columbia College. In an address to graduates, he said, “You this day. . . . have, 
by the favor of Providence and the attention of friends, received a public 
education, the purpose whereof hath been to qualify you the better to serve your 
Creator and your country.” 

These men were servants. They were not trying to evade laws and get rich. 
They were not trying to set themselves up in an elite group of politicians. They 
were not focused on destroying one another’s reputation for their own selfish 
benefit. They were interested in honoring God and not afraid to stand up for Jesus. 
They gave their lives serving the people who were about to make up the greatest 
country on earth. They were true servants. Where did they learn to serve like that? 
Without question, they learned to serve by knowing the greatest servant who ever 
lived − Jesus Christ. 

What do we know about Jesus the servant?  

Zechariah 3:8 “…behold, I will bring forth my servant the BRANCH.” 

Matthew 20:25-28 “But Jesus…said, You know that the princes of the Gentiles 
exercise dominion over them, and they that are great exercise authority upon 
them. But it shall not be so among you: but whoever will be great among you, let 
him be your minister; And whoever will be chief among you, let him be your 
servant: Even as the Son of man came not to be ministered to, but to minister, 
and to give his life a ransom for many.” 

Luke 22:27 “For which is greater, he that sits at meat, or he that serves? is not 
he that sits at meat? but I am among you as he that serves.” 

Those are the words of a loving heart of service. If anyone could or should 
expect or even demand to be served, it is Jesus. But here is the Lord God 
Almighty, the Lord of creation, the Lord of life itself showing by His heart and His 
life what love is all about. Love gives. Love sacrifices. Love serves. God cares so 
much more for us than we know or can even imagine. God is not the One shaking 
a fist at sinful man. He is the One who is serving all of us in every breath, every 
step, every day. Be like Jesus. Learn how to Serve.  

Read Psalm 100.  
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Have An Attitude 
By Nick Molick 

 “Your attitude should be the 
same as that of Christ Jesus.” 

Philippians 2:5 
 

Attitudes do not seem to be in short supply today. We are inventing new ways 
by the hour in which people can share their opinions and attitudes with the entire 
connected world. All of that effort and technological advancement seems to put a 
value on our attitudes and opinions and place them at the forefront of who we are. 
What does the Bible say about how we should think, speak and act? Does the 
Bible lay out for us how to register the most likes, retweets or followers? No. It 
tells us to follow the One who is more powerful than anyone and yet came to 
humbly serve so that we may live with Him forever. 

In Philippians 2 Paul beautifully lays out the way in which Jesus approached 
being the ultimate servant leader. Look at verse six. We can spend the next few 
weeks of devotions just pouring through this verse alone. It’s thought, message 
and principle is so awe inspiring. It says, “Who (meaning Jesus) being in very 
nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be grasped.” So here 
is the God/man, Jesus who embodies all the glory, power and might of God in 
human form. Yet He lays that down and takes on the embodiment of a simple 
man that He might bear the sins of all humanity so we may one day see the face 
of the Father. Christ being above all other beings made himself low, so He could 
be a fitting and righteous sacrifice for us rebellious sinners.  

Paul tells us in Philippians 2:5 that our attitude should be like Christ Jesus. Now 
you may have read or heard that numerous times in your life, but pause and think 
about what that really means. What is the attitude of Jesus? What was His aim? 
What is His purpose, not just then but today? What then is yours?  

Jesus’s attitude on Earth was that of a humble servant who was always about 
the will of His Father no matter the circumstances. How are we to model this 
attitude today? Look forward to verses twelve through fourteen. We are told to 
obey, work out our salvation with fear and trembling and to do everything without 
complaining. Having an attitude that puts these thoughts into action would truly 
make us and the church stand out from the rest of the world.  

Our attitude toward others matters, as well as our attitude toward Christ. The 
commonality is that we should serve both. In obeying and serving Christ we are 
led to serve the needs of others and be the church He has built for the rest of the 
world so that the Father may be glorified.  



Weekend – Who Is Jesus? 
By Phillip Hamm 

The New York Times tells the story about a 2¹/₂-year-old girl, in June 10, 1986, 
who slipped and fell into a creek near her Salt Lake City home. She spent 66 
minutes in the freezing water, her body lodged against a rock. Conventional 
wisdom held that 15 minutes was the maximum anyone could survive drowning. 
When rescue workers pulled her onto the bank, she had no pulse. Her skin had 
turned a light blue, the color of oxygen deprivation. Her pupils were fixed and 
dilated, evidence that her brain had shut down.  

Clinically, she was dead. 
Out of blind hope, paramedics performed CPR. At the hospital, doctors 

continued CPR, while also connecting her to a heart-lung bypass machine to help 
rewarm her body, which had plummeted to 72 degrees. 

One hour went by. Then two hours. By the third, the girl took a small, almost 
undetectable breath. Then her heart began to flutter. She continued recovering in 
the days and weeks that followed, eventually released after having made a 
“complete neurological recovery.” 

We’ve heard remarkable stories like these over the years. Stories of people who 
were dead and brought back to life by doctors who refused to give up. The 
interesting point in every story is the patients were powerless to revive 
themselves. They were completely dependent upon an outside source to give 
them life.  

Much of the same is true in our spiritual lives. Left to ourselves we are spiritually 
dead. Any spiritual life we have is the gift of God with no help from us. In 
preparation for Sunday’s worship read Ephesians 2:1-10. 

Pray for the World: Central African Republic 
This landlocked state in Africa’s geographical center is roughly the size of Texas. Of the 

4.5 million occupants, 76% profess to be Christian.  
Mission agencies play an important role in education, health and work with children at 

risk as well as in planting churches, translating the Scriptures and other areas. Pray now 
for greater partnerships between the emerging national mission movements and foreign 
missions. Both have great talents and gifts to bring to a partnership.   

Areas for prayer: a) Mission vision and interest in unevangelized peoples are growing 
in CAR and spreading to neighboring countries. b) A stronger emphasis on training 
indigenous church planters now bears great fruit. Pray for greater involvement by 
denominational leaders. c) Christian Radio. With several new Christian radio stations, the 
Gospel is going out to potentially millions every week. d) Christian literature is increasing. 
More than five new literature depots in the country make material available to more than 
30% of the population each year.                                                           (operation world) 

Prepare for Worship 
   As you prepare your heart for worship Sunday morning read Psalm 145.  
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