
 



 
  



Sermon Notes – Who Is Jesus? 
 

Big Idea: _____________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 

 
Application: _________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________



Discussion Questions 
• Name a few things you have tried to fix on your own that have failed. Why did 

it turn out that way?  

 

• What are different ways our world seeks to spiritually fix themselves? What 
kind of problems arise from most of these solutions? 

 

• Paul says in verse 1 we ‘were dead.’ What are the implications of being 
spiritually dead? What does Paul say caused our spiritual death? 

 

• Are we sinners because we sin, or do we sin because we are sinners? What’s 
the difference? What thanks do we owe to Adam and Eve for our spiritual 
condition? 

 

• Verse 3 says we are ‘children of wrath.’ Why would humanity be described 
this way? What does that wrath entail?  

 

• How does our view of sin affect the way we see the Gospel? Why is the 
Gospel called ‘good news’? What’s the alternative ‘bad news’? 

 

• How does baptism illustrate the work of Christ 
through salvation? Why is it an important part of our 
spiritual growth? 

 

• In verse 8 Paul says salvation ‘is not of your own 
doing.’ Why is this an important concept to 
understand? What are the consequences of 
believing we played a role in salvation? 

 

• What are the different ways people can respond to 
this passage? How will you respond? 
 

  

One-Year Bible 
Reading Plan 
WEEK 15 
 Day 71 

Acts 2:14-47 
Ps 61 
 Day 72 

Acts 3:1-4:22 
Ps 62 
 Day 73 

Acts 4:23-5:16 
Ps 63 
 Day 74 

Acts 5:17-6:15 
Ps 64 
 Day 75 

Genesis 45:1-46:7 
Ps 65 
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Monday– I Am . . . Life! 
By George Volpe 

“Jesus said …, I am the resurrection, and the life: he that 
believes in me, though he were dead, yet shall he live:” 

John 11:25 

In 2010, a scientist proclaimed that man had created life. He copied God’s 
blueprint for a Bacterial DNA molecule, substituted it for the real thing, and it 
behaved like the real thing. That’s a commendable piece of work, but that’s not 
creating life. 

There’s a good reason man cannot create life. Created things cannot create 
themselves. They can replicate as all living things are designed to do, but that’s 
not creating new life. 

Physical birth is an amazing event. From the moment of fertilization the 
information in a single cell begins the process of growth until a baby is born. And 
I believe something else happens at conception that cannot be accomplished by 
any combination of mere chemicals. Since the beginning of time, God has 
imparted “the breath of life” into each person born into the world. It is at that point 
that man becomes a “living soul”. No one comes to life until Jesus imparts His life 
into it. All life comes from Jesus. He is life (John 14:6). 

But the physical is not all there is to our “life.” We tend to dwell on life as the 
movement and functioning of our physical bodies. But our bodies are only the 
“tent” we live in. We are “stuck” inside our body until it dies. But the invisible part 
of every person, the soul and spirit, live on. 

God said in Genesis 2:17 that in the day they (Adam and Eve) ate of the 
forbidden fruit, they would die. They ate, and that day they died. But, you say, 
they went on living. How did they die? The answer is simple for a child of God but 
rejected by those who do not know God. Even though their physical bodies went 
on living, they not only started to age and decay because of sin, but their spiritual 
connection to God was severed. Their eternal life, the kinship of their soul with 
God that He had enjoyed with them, was gone. Their spiritual family relationship 
with a loving God who is Spirit was lost. They chose disobedience resulting in 
separation from God.      

The Life-Giver is ready to restore new spiritual life to anyone who recognizes 
that without the perfect sacrifice of Jesus Christ who paid the price for all our sin, 
that spiritual relationship with God cannot be revived any other way. Being born 
again means accepting the gift of life from the only One Who can give life, trusting 
Jesus to restore the spiritual life in us that was lost.   



Tuesday 
By Phillip Hamm 

 

Scripture 
“And you were dead in the trespasses and sins in which you once walked, 
following the course of this world, following the prince of the power of the air, 
the spirit that is now at work in the sons of disobedience— among whom we all 
once lived in the passions of our flesh, carrying out the desires of the body and 
the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, like the rest of mankind.” 

Ephesians 2:1-4 

 

Pause 
1. What does it mean to be spiritually dead?  

 

 

2. How did we get in that condition? 

 

 

3. What would God’s wrath look like? 

 

 

Pursue 
In the space below list a few areas of life most people label as “gray” areas − 
those activities that we wouldn’t label as sin. How does God feel about those? 
Did you list any from your life or just ones you see in the lives of others? Why 
are we tolerant of sin in our life? 

 

 

 

 

 

Pray 
Lord, help me to see sin the way You see sin. Expose in my life those sinful 
areas that I excuse.   



Wednesday – You Are God’s Workmanship 
By Jon Bloom, desiring God 

“For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which 
God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them.” Ephesians 2:10 

You are a piece of work — God’s work. When Paul says that you are God’s 
“workmanship,” don’t think of your clunky seventh grade shop class project. Think 
of The Odyssey, Beowulf, The Divine Comedy, Paradise Lost, or The Faerie 
Queen — great works of epic poetry.  

The Greek word Paul chose for this sentence is “poiema,” and what he had in 
mind is a work of masterful creativity. You can already tell that this is where we 
get our English word “poem.” Paul selected this word carefully. The only other 
time in Scripture he used it was in Romans 1:20. 

What Paul, and God through Paul, wants you to understand is this: You are an 
epic poem, a God-imaging poiema — become flesh and spirit. Your poem 
contains all the comedic and tragic drama of an existence more real and more 
meaningful than you have yet to comprehend. If you think you are a boring work 
of prose, you don’t yet see things as they really are. You are afflicted with a sin-
induced cataract in the eye of the heart. But it is God’s intention and delight to 
heal your sight (Ephesians 1:18). 

Tiny, insignificant you are more glorious than the sun and more fascinating than 
Orion. For the sun cannot perceive its Creator’s power in its own blinding glory, 
nor can Orion trace his Designer’s genius in the precision of his heavenly course. 
But you can. You are part of the infinitesimal fraction of created things that have 
been granted the incredible gift of being able to perceive the power and native 
genius of God! And to you, and you only, is given a wholly unique perception and 
experience of God’s holy grand poiema. There are some verses God will show 
only to you. What kind of being are you, so small and weak and yet endowed with 
such marvelous capacity for perception and wonder?  

This is not inspirational poster kitsch. This is biblical reality. 

No, there is nothing boring about you and there is nothing boring about what 
God has given you to do today. If you are bored, remember what Chesterton said: 
“We are perishing for want of wonder, not want of wonders.” Wonder at this, God 
has prepared just for you what he’s given you to do (Ephesians 2:10). Nothing 
you do today is unimportant. God is keenly interested in the smallest detail. You 
don’t need a more wonderful calling; you may just need more strength to 
comprehend the wonder of his loving ways toward you (Ephesians 3:17–19).  

Today you get the priceless privilege of reading with your whole being one verse 
or maybe a few lines in the great poiema of God, while at the same time being a 
poiema which God will recite forever and will always remember.  

God is wholly absorbed in his living epic. He wants you to be too.  

https://www.desiringgod.org/articles/you-are-gods-workmanship
https://www.desiringgod.org/articles/you-are-gods-workmanship
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+1%3A20&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+1%3A20&version=ESV


Thursday 
By Phillip Hamm 

 

Scripture 
“For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own 
doing; it is the gift of God, not a result of works, so that no one may boast.” 

Ephesians 2:8-9 

 

 

Pause 
1. Define grace. 

 

 

 

2. Where does faith come from? 

 

 

 

3. What role did you play in salvation? 

 

 

Pursue 
How many times and in how many different ways does Paul reference God as 
the sole provider of our salvation? Why does he restate the idea so often? What 
are the implications if we believe we can play a role in our salvation? 

 

 

 

 

Pray 
Lord, I will take credit for things I didn’t do. I need You to remind me that I was 
dead when You saved me. I need You to remind me that I had nothing to offer 
You. I need You to remind me that You saved me based only on Your grace 
and mercy through the work of Jesus on the cross. Amen.  



Friday – A Whole World Hangs on a Word 
By John Piper, desiring God 

 

Sometimes a whole world — a whole theology — hangs on a word. Consider 
the word “this” in Ephesians 2:8. Does it refer to “faith” or “grace” or both? Is faith 
a gift of God?  For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not 
from you; it is the gift of God. 

What does “this” refer to? “And this is not from you; it is the gift of God.” What 
is its antecedent? The question is not settled by the fact that in Greek “this” is 
singular and neuter, while “grace” and “faith” are both feminine. “This” is just as 
ambiguous in Greek as it is in English. 

But consider these four pointers to seeing faith as a gift in Ephesians 2:8.  
1. When Paul says “this is not from you, it is the gift of God,” he seems to be 

referring to the whole process of grace-faith-salvation. That may be why “this” is 
neuter and not feminine. 

2. But more important than that is the way Paul uses the phrase “by grace you 
have been saved” back in verse 5. In verse 8, he says, “For by grace you have 
been saved through faith.” Back in verse 5, he said, “When we were dead in our 
trespasses, [God] made us alive together with Christ — by grace you have been 
saved — and raised us up with him.”  

This is striking. Paul breaks the flow of his sentence in order to insert “by grace 
you have been saved.” And he does it precisely after saying, “When we were 
dead, God made us alive.” Why does he insert “by grace you are saved” just here? 

Is it not because he wants to make clear the true nature of grace? He made you 
alive when you were dead — by grace you are saved! This grace is God’s free 
act of giving life to the dead. By inserting “by grace are you saved” immediately 
after saying “when you were dead, God raised you,” he shows that this saving 
grace is not caused by our participation. We are dead when it happens to us. This 
saving grace is resurrection of the dead. 

So when Paul gets to verse 8, one of the reasons he repeats, “By grace you 
have been saved,” is to describe how we experience this divine miracle of being 
raised from the dead. He adds “through faith.” “For by grace you have been saved 
through faith.” In other words, the life God creates by grace out of death is 
experienced in our believing. Our believing is what this new life does that grace 
creates. So faith is the creation of grace. Therefore, it is part of the gift in verse 8 
that is not from ourselves. 

So when Paul says, “By grace you have been saved through faith, and this is 
not from you, it is the gift of God,” part of his meaning is that our faith is a gift of 
God. It is a divine creation. It is the work of grace when we were dead. It is not 
“from ourselves.” Therefore, our faith is the mark of being chosen by God. He 
chose to give us faith. 

Read the entire article at www.desiringgod.org/articles/a-whole-world-hangs-
on-a-word.  

https://www.desiringgod.org/articles/a-whole-world-hangs-on-a-word
https://www.desiringgod.org/articles/a-whole-world-hangs-on-a-word
https://www.desiringgod.org/articles/a-whole-world-hangs-on-a-word
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Weekend – Who Is Jesus? 
By Phillip Hamm 

 
On July 8, 1741, in a small church in Enfield, Connecticut, Jonathan Edwards 

preached his now famous sermon entitled “Sinners in the Hand of an Angry God.” 
It was reported that his sermon was interrupted with groans and cries from the 
audience. Some yelled out ‘what must I do to be saved?’ Others said they could 
feel the heat of the flames of Hell as Pastor Edwards preached. It was the 
beginning of the First Great Awakening in our country. Thousands of lives and 
even the trajectory of our country would be forever changed. But what did 
Edwards actually say in that sermon? Here are a few lines: 

• “Unconverted men walk over the pit of hell on a rotten covering.” 
• “The bow of God's wrath is bent, and the arrow made ready on the string, 

and justice bends the arrow at your heart, and strains the bow, and it is nothing 
but the mere pleasure of God, and that of an angry God, without any promise or 
obligation at all, that keeps the arrow one moment from being made drunk with 
your blood.”  

• “There is nothing that keeps wicked men at any one moment out of hell, but 
the mere pleasure of God.”  

His sermon describes God in a way we rarely hear. God is angry. And we are 
the cause of His anger. As we begin the holy week leading up to Easter, let’s 
meditate on the seriousness of our sin. Simultaneously, let’s also consider the 
seriousness of how God’s wrath was satisfied on the cross. 

Pray for the World: China 
With over 3.6 million square miles, China is the third largest state in the world and 

contains the highest mountains and plateaus in the world. The climate and geography are 
extremely diverse, ranging from tropical in the south to sub-arctic in the north, from a highly 
industrialized and modern eastern seaboard to sparsely populated western deserts and 
mountain ranges. Of the 1.3 trillion inhabitants, eight percent are Christian. 

China remains officially atheist, and Communist Party members number well over 70 
million. But the Christian population has eclipsed this number (it is also far outstripped by 
Chinese Buddhists). Increasing numbers of Party members are believers. Pray that the 
atheism promoted for so long – and now so assiduously propagated in the education 
system – will finally be revealed as hollow and deceptive lies. Pray also that all followers 
of Christ working in state structures might walk faultlessly and be a redemptive force within 
the government. 

      (operation world) 

Prepare for Worship 
   As you prepare your heart for worship Sunday morning read Psalm 146.  

http://www.operationworld.org/prayer-calendar
http://www.operationworld.org/prayer-calendar
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