
 



 
  



Sermon Notes – It’s Never Too Late 
 

Big Idea: _____________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 

 
Application: _________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________



Discussion Questions 
• Did you ever trade things as a kid? What did you trade? What did you get? 

 

• Discuss the different appetites we have? What is the purpose of each? Why 
did God give us appetites? 

 

• Jacob and Esau were twins, but very different. Describe the differences and 
how that effected their relationship with their parents.  

 

• How did Esau let his appetite control him? In what ways do we succumb to 
appetites in our life? Why do we let this happen? 

 

• Why did Jacob want Esau’s birthright? What did Jacob get? What did Esau 
lose? 

 

• Why was Esau so willing to trade his birthright for soup? What valuable things 
do people willingly trade away? 

 

• Esau acted like he didn’t care about his birthright. But 
when reading chapter 27:30-36 we see it mattered to 
him later. How can we keep from making the same 
mistake? How can we avoid trading away valuable 
things we will want in the future? 

 

• What have you traded away you wish you could get 
back? 

 

• Read 1 Corinthians 6:9-11. What hope does Jesus 
offer? How can He restore things we traded away? 
Be specific. 

  

One-Year Bible 
Reading Plan 
WEEK 19 
 Day 91 

Acts 18:18-19:20 
Ps 74:10–23 
 Day 92 

Acts 19:21-20:16 
Ps 75 
 Day 93 

Acts 20:17-21:16 
Ps 76 
 Day 94 

Acts 21:17-22:21 
Ps 77 
 Day 95 

Exodus 12 
Ps 78:1–10 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=genesis+27%3A30-36&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Corinthians+6%3A9-11&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+18%3A18-19%3A20&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+74%3A10%E2%80%9323&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+19%3A21-20%3A16&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+75&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+20%3A17-21%3A16&version=ESV
file://SRV2008DC-01/Common%20Files/Devotionals/secret%20of%20happiness/Ps%2076
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+21%3A17-22%3A21&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+77&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Exodus+12&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+78%3A1%E2%80%9310&version=ESV


Monday 

By Kenny Tibbetts 

 

Scripture 
“What causes quarrels and what causes fights among you? Is it not this, that 
your passions are at war within you? You desire and do not have, so you 
murder. You covet and cannot obtain, so you fight and quarrel. You do not have, 
because you do not ask. You ask and do not receive, because you ask wrongly, 
to spend it on your passions.” 
James 4:1-3 

 

Pause 
1. What are some things people do in an attempt to control their own lives? 

 

 

2. What do you think James means when he says, “your passions are at war 
within you?” 

 

 

3. What desire or passion of your heart are you failing to trust God with? 

 

 

Pursue 
Write down three things or three areas of your life you need to trust God with. 

1. ____________________________________________________________ 

 

2. ____________________________________________________________ 

 

3. ____________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Pray 
Thank God that His plan and His provision are perfect. Ask God to give you a 
greater trust in areas of your life where you have struggled to trust Him.  



Tuesday – DIY Rescue 
By George Volpe 

 

There are home project DIYers who mean well, but don’t really know what they 
are getting into. There is a lot to be said for initiative and good intentions, but a 
proper understanding of construction is vital. Many DIYers find themselves in 
trouble, looking for someone to rescue them from a messy situation.  

Sometimes life is like a fixer-upper. We have great intentions and we end up 
jumping through hoops because we think we need to do things our way, the only 
alternative being “the highway.” The problem is we do not always make the right 
choices. In fact, if we depend on our own thinking and planning without divine 
direction, we’re walking down God’s road for our lives using a map we’ve devised 
ourselves. Sounds concerning.  

When Rebekah was pregnant with Esau and Jacob, God told her the two 
children were the fathers of two nations, differing in their dispositions and 
destinies. He told her that the natural order was to be reversed in them − the “older 
will serve the younger. Their struggles in the womb were a prelude to their future 
history. The Edomites (Esau) would serve Israel (Jacob). 

Jacob and Esau developed narcissism and selfishness, perhaps fueled by the 
favoritism their parents showed each of them. Jacob learned to dominate by 
strength of position, preparation, and patience. He was a docile thinker, physically 
weaker than Esau. Maybe he learned how to scheme and control from his mother. 
Instead of recognizing that cheating and stealing from his father and brother were 
wrong, he was more concerned that the evil plan his mother concocted might fail. 
Jacob worked his way through life on his own terms and made mistakes that he 
regretted. 

I wonder if Rebekah shared God’s words with Jacob? I wonder if Jacob felt it 
was incumbent on him to ensure that plan was fulfilled − his way? Perhaps he 
thought he was doing God a favor by cleverly providing a way to catch Esau in a 
moment of weakness, in order to steal his birthright. Who would provide a bowl of 
soup to a sibling only on condition they give up their inheritance? That’s just mean. 
Who would accept such a trade? That’s just foolish.  

God has repeatedly shown He is able to accomplish His will even if He is using 
someone who has it all wrong. Jacob’s life is full of missteps, but God still used 
him. Jonah refused God and tried to run away, but God still used him. David 
sinned with Bathsheba and committed murder, but God still used him. God never 
abandons His repentant children, even if they make a mess of things.   

Read Isaiah 45.  



Wednesday 
By Kenny Tibbetts 

 

Scripture 
“You adulterous people! Do you not know that friendship with the world is enmity 
with God? Therefore whoever wishes to be a friend of the world makes himself 
an enemy of God. Or do you suppose it is to no purpose that the Scripture says, 
“He yearns jealously over the spirit that he has made to dwell in us”? But he 
gives more grace. Therefore it says, “God opposes the proud but gives grace 
to the humble.” Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he 
will flee from you.” 
James 4: 4-7 

 

 

Pause 
1. Is James saying in verse one that we ought not to have friends who are 

non-Christians? What do you think he is saying? 

 

 

2. Can you think of a time in your life when you chose the world and its 
“wisdom” over God? 

 

 

3. Can you remember a time when you submitted to God and He provided? 

 

 

Pursue 
Memorize verse 7: 

”Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you.” 

 

 

Pray 
Ask God to help you submit to Him. Ask Him to help you see more of His perfect 
character and trustworthiness.  



Thursday – God’s Mercy in 
Messed Up Families 

By Jon Bloom, desiring God 

“ 

Have you ever noticed how hard it is to find an example of what we would call 
a “healthy family” in the Bible? It’s a lot easier to find families with a lot of sin and 
a lot of pain than to find families with a lot of harmony. Why is the Bible loud on 
sinfully dysfunctional families and quiet on harmonious families?  

Well, for one thing, most families aren’t harmonious. Humanity is not 
harmonious. We are alienated — alienated from God and each other. So put 
alienated, selfish sinners together in a home, sharing possessions and the most 
intimate aspects of life, having different personalities and interests, and a 
disparate distribution of power, abilities, and opportunities, and you have a recipe 
for a sin-mess.  

But there’s a deeper purpose at work in this mess. The Bible’s main theme is 
God’s gracious plan to redeem needy sinners. It teaches us that what God wants 
most for us is that we 1) become aware of our sinfulness and 2) our 
powerlessness to save ourselves, as we 3) believe and love his Son and the 
gospel he preached, and 4) graciously love one another. And it turns out that the 
family is an ideal place for all of these to occur.  

But what we often fail to remember is that the mess is usually required for these 
things to occur. Sin must be seen and powerlessness must be experienced before 
we really turn to Jesus and embrace his gospel. And offenses must be committed 
if gracious love is to be demonstrated. So if we’re praying for our family members 
to experience these things, we should expect trouble. 

Family harmony is a good desire and something to work toward. But in God’s 
plan, it may not be what is most needed. What may be most needed is for our 
family to be a crucible of grace, a place where the heat of pressure forces sin to 
surface providing opportunities for the gospel to be understood and applied. And 
when this happens the messes become mercies.  

My point is this: if your family is not the epitome of harmony, take heart. God 
specializes in redeeming messes. See yours as an opportunity for God’s grace to 
become visible to your loved ones and pray hard that God will make it happen. 

Read the entire article at https://www.desiringgod.org/articles/gods-mercy-in-
messed-up-families. 

  

https://www.desiringgod.org/articles/gods-mercy-in-messed-up-families
https://www.desiringgod.org/articles/gods-mercy-in-messed-up-families
https://www.desiringgod.org/articles/gods-mercy-in-messed-up-families


Friday 
By Kenny Tibbetts 

Scripture 
“Come now, you who say, “Today or tomorrow we will go into such and such a 
town and spend a year there and trade and make a profit”— yet you do not 
know what tomorrow will bring. What is your life? For you are a mist that 
appears for a little time and then vanishes. Instead you ought to say, “If the Lord 
wills, we will live and do this or that.” As it is, you boast in your arrogance. All 
such boasting is evil.” 

James 4:13-16 

 

 

Pause 
1. Can you put this passage into your own words? 

 

 

 

2. How is life like a mist? 

 

 

 

3. Have you ever seen your plan wrecked and then seen God replace it with 
something better? 

 

 

 

Pursue 
Invite someone to church this weekend to hear more about how God is faithful 
in spite of our failure. 

 

 

Pray 
Pray for FBC Palmetto, that we would be a church fully submitted to God, His 
plan and timing.  



Weekend – In Spite Of 
By Phillip Hamm 

 

I love the words ‘in spite of.’ They bring to my mind events in life where we 
deserved bad things to happen, but they didn’t. Where, in spite of ourselves, good 
things happened. For example, you said to a potential boss in an interview how 
nice it was he had a picture of his mom in his office. Unfortunately, he informs you 
it was his wife. In spite of that you still got the job. You called your date the name 
of your ex-girlfriend … several times. In spite of that she’s still dating you. You 
told your wife you really didn’t want your mother in law visiting for the month of 
July. In spite of that, you still get to sleep in your bed. And on and on it goes. We 
do the ridiculous and, in spite of ourselves, good things happen.  

The pattern is the same with God. In spite of ourselves God still speaks. In the 
midst of our selfishness, rebellion, and simple stupidity, God’s grace overcomes.  

In preparation for Sunday worship read Genesis 28:10-22. Jacob is perpetually 
selfish, yet God still has a plan for his life. And He has plan for your life too … in 
spite of yourself.   

Pray for the World: Republic of Congo 
Not to be confused with the larger Democratic Republic of Congo, almost 90% of 

the 3.8 million inhabitants profess to be Christian. A tropical rainforest covers 60% of 
this African nation that is slightly larger than the state of New Mexico. 

Church life is a complex mix of physical need and spiritual diversity. Catholics, 
African Initiated Churches, mainline Protestants, Western cults, conservative 
evangelicals and Pentecostal/charismatics all vie for the faith of the people. 
Thankfully, relations are improving among denominations with strong evangelical 
values. But poverty and instability not only interrupt and undermine long-term 
ministry, they also cause many Christian leaders to leave for other lands. Pray for a 
greater commitment to biblical unity and for long-term stability in which to build 
stronger leadership and ministry.                           

.                                                                                                          (operation world) 

Prepare for Worship 
   As you prepare your heart for worship Sunday morning read Psalm 149.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=+Genesis+28%3A10-22&version=ESV
http://www.operationworld.org/prayer-calendar
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=psalm+149&version=ESV




 


