
 



 
  



Sermon Notes – It’s Never Too Late 
 

Big Idea: _____________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 

 
Application: _________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________



Discussion Questions 
• What are some of the dumbest things you’ve done or said? How did things 

turn out because of it? 
 
 
 
• Why do we struggle thinking God can’t get over our past? 
 
 
 
• What does our struggle with our past reveal what we believe God to be like? 
 
 
 
• What was the significance of the angels ascending and descending in 

Jacob’s dream? What does that dream have to do with what God says 
next? 

 
 
 
• What is significant about the promise God makes to Jacob?  
 
 
 
• Was Jacob worthy of the promises God made to him? Why or why not? 

Review his past. 
 
 
 
• What was Jacob going to be like in the future? What 

does this reveal about God’s character and 
characteristics? 

 
 
 
• In what areas of your life can you see where God 

was good to you in spite of yourself? Why is it so 
hard to see? 

 
 
 
• Read Romans 5:8 – How does God’s in spite of love 

apply to you today, in the past, and in the future?  
  

One-Year Bible 
Reading Plan 
WEEK 19 
 Day 91 

Acts 18:18-19:20 
Ps 74:10–23 
 Day 92 

Acts 19:21-20:16 
Ps 75 
 Day 93 

Acts 20:17-21:16 
Ps 76 
 Day 94 

Acts 21:17-22:21 
Ps 77 
 Day 95 

Exodus 12 
Ps 78:1–10 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+18%3A18-19%3A20&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+74%3A10%E2%80%9323&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+19%3A21-20%3A16&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+75&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+20%3A17-21%3A16&version=ESV
file://SRV2008DC-01/Common%20Files/Devotionals/secret%20of%20happiness/Ps%2076
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+21%3A17-22%3A21&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+77&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Exodus+12&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+78%3A1%E2%80%9310&version=ESV


Monday 

By Kenny Tibbetts 

 

Scripture 
“If we are faithless He remains faithful. For He cannot deny Himself.” 

2 Timothy 2:13 

 

 

 

Pause 
1. Have you ever felt like you messed up God’s plan for your life? 

 

 

 

2. Can you remember a time when God was faithful to you even after you 
messed up? 

 

 

 

3. Why do you think we want to see people get what they “deserve”? 

 

 

 

Pursue 
Memorize 2 Timothy 2:13: 

“If we are faithless He remains faithful. For He cannot deny Himself.” 

 

 

 

Pray 
Thank God that He continues to be faithful to us even after we mess up. Thank 
God that you could never mess up His plan for you because His plan is perfect, 
and His power is total.  



Tuesday – It’s Never to Late to Keep Asking 
By John Piper, desiring God 

One of the greatest hope-killers is that you have tried for so long to change 
and have not succeeded. Now you look back and think: What’s the use? Even 
if I could experience a breakthrough, there would be so little time left to live in 
my new way it wouldn’t make much difference compared to so many decades 
of failure.  

That’s not true. Suppose you only had five years left to live with a new victory 
over some old way. Or suppose you only had a year, or a month, or an hour? 
Would it matter?  

At this point stir the thief on the cross into your thinking. At first he was railing 
at Jesus (Matthew 27:44). Then he was broken by what he saw and repented 
and cried out for mercy: “Jesus, remember me when you come into your 
kingdom” (Luke 23:42). Jesus received this faith-filled cry and promised, “Today 
you will be with me in Paradise” (Luke 23:43).  

Then the former robber lived for another hour or so before he died. He was 
changed. He lived on the cross as a new man with new attitudes and actions 
(no more reviling). But 99.99% of his life was wasted. Did the last couple hours 
of newness matter?  

They mattered infinitely. This former robber, like all of us, will stand before 
the judgment seat of Christ to give an account of his life. “We must all appear 
before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each one may receive what is due 
for what he has done in the body, whether good or evil” (2Corinthians 5:10). 
How will his life witness in that day to his new birth and his union with Christ?  

The last hours will tell the story. This man was new. His faith was real. He is 
truly united to Christ. Christ’s righteousness is his. His sins are forgiven. That 
is what the final hours will proclaim at the last judgment. His change mattered. 
It was, and it will be, a beautiful testimony to the power of God’s grace and the 
reality of his faith and his union with Christ.  

Now back to our struggle with change. I am not saying that struggling 
believers are unsaved like the robber was. I am simply saying: the last years 
and the last hours of life matter.  

If in the last 1% of our lives we can get a victory over some longstanding 
sinful habit or hurtful defect in our personality, it will be a beautiful testimony 
now to the power of grace; and it will be an added witness (not the only one) at 
the last judgment of our faith in Christ and our union with him.  

Take heart, struggler. Keeping asking, seeking, knocking. Keep looking to 
Christ. If God gets glory by saving robbers in the 11th hour, he surely has his 
purposes why he has waited till now to give you the breakthrough you have 
sought for decades.  

Read the article at www.desiringgod.org/articles/its-never-too-late-to-keep-
asking.  

https://www.desiringgod.org/articles/its-never-too-late-to-keep-asking
https://www.desiringgod.org/articles/its-never-too-late-to-keep-asking
https://www.desiringgod.org/articles/its-never-too-late-to-keep-asking


Wednesday 
By Kenny Tibbetts 

Scripture 
“For we ourselves were once foolish, disobedient, led astray, slaves to various 
passions and pleasures, passing our days in malice and envy, hated by others 
and hating one another. But when the goodness and loving kindness of God 
our Savior appeared, he saved us, not because of works done by us in 
righteousness, but according to his own mercy, by the washing of regeneration 
and renewal of the Holy Spirit.” 

Titus 3:3-5 

 

Pause 
1. Whose character matters most in determining how God will treat us? 

 

 

 

2. Do you see yourself or even your old self in any part of verse 3? Which 
part? 

 

 

 

3. What questions about salvation does verse five answer? 

 

 

 

Pursue 
Invite someone to come to FBC Palmetto with you this weekend to hear about 
Jacob and how God treats us according to His character, not our own. 

 

 

 

Pray 
Pray for FBC Palmetto, that we would be a church who responds to God’s 
mercy and kindness by sharing the love of Christ with our community and 
beyond.  



Thursday – Bless Me 
By Jon Bloom, desiring God“ 

Jacob’s body was tired, but his mind was restless. Daylight was approaching 
and Esau with it. He wrapped himself tighter in his cloak and squatted down. He 
was cold and the fire had cooled to glowing coals. He stared at the ground. “Your 
offspring shall be like the dust of the earth” (Genesis 28:14). Yahweh had 
promised this to him two decades ago when all he carried to Haran was this staff. 
Now he was returning home with eleven sons and a daughter. A God-blessed 
abundance of offspring, even if not yet the dust of the earth. 

But Esau was coming. And four hundred men with him. Hadn’t the fire of 
revenge cooled after twenty years? Four hundred! More than enough to turn his 
beloved children into the dust of the earth.  He prayed desperately. O God of my 
father Abraham, God of my father Isaac, deliver me from Esau! You commanded 
me, “return to the land of your fathers and to your kindred.” And you promised, “I 
will be with you” (Genesis 31:3).  

Just then he heard splashing. He looked up, squinting toward the Jabbok. A 
man was crossing the ford, heading toward him. He didn’t recognize the 
determined gait. Jacob stood. Fear shot through him. Esau? No. He knew Esau’s 
stride. But he wasn’t relieved. He knew this man was coming for him. 

The stranger stopped three feet in front of Jacob. He looked strong. His eyes 
were intense and inscrutable. Neither man spoke. Jacob felt a familiar fear. But 
he couldn’t place it. Had they met before? The men circled twice eying each other. 
Then a twitch, an adrenaline rush, and the two locked in grappled combat. This 
nameless foe was powerful. Yet Jacob was surprised at his ability to counter him. 

The longer they struggled the more Jacob sensed that his opponent was no 
mere man. The stranger’s attention suddenly turned to the horizon. Light was 
glowing over the eastern hills. And Jacob saw his moment. Darting quickly he 
seized his opponent from behind and locked his hands around his chest. The 
challenger tried to free himself but Jacob held fast. Then he swung his fist down 
on Jacob’s right hip. His leg gave way. But his grip did not.  

For the first time the man spoke: “Let me go, for the day has broken.” Jacob 
whispered, “I will not let you go unless you bless me.” Instantly he felt the man 
yield. “What is your name?” the man asked. “Jacob,” came a groan. “Your name 
shall no longer be called Jacob, but Israel, for you have striven with God and with 
men, and have prevailed.” Jacob crumpled to the ground and grabbed his hip. 
Striven with God? Panting, he said, “Please tell me your name.” The man’s eyes 
were intense with affection. He said, “Why is it that you ask my name?” And with 
that he turned and crossed back over the Jabbok. 

Jacob began the night believing his greatest need was to escape from Esau. 
He ended the night believing his greatest need was to trust in the blessing of 
God’s promise. And what changed him from fearing man to trusting God’s word 
was prolonged and painful wrestling with God. 

Sometimes, in your battle with unbelief, your greatest Ally will wrestle you — he 
might even make you limp — until you’re desperate enough to say, “I will not let 
you go unless you bless me.” It is a great mercy to be brought to the point where 
you’re desperate enough to insist on what you need the most. 

Read the entire article at www.desiringgod.org/articles/i-will-not-let-you-go-
unless-you-bless-me.  

https://www.desiringgod.org/articles/i-will-not-let-you-go-unless-you-bless-me
https://www.desiringgod.org/articles/i-will-not-let-you-go-unless-you-bless-me
https://www.desiringgod.org/articles/i-will-not-let-you-go-unless-you-bless-me


Friday 
By Kenny Tibbetts 

Scripture 
“For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, 
neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, neither height nor depth, nor 
anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God 
that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.” 

Romans 8: 38-39 

 

 

Pause 
1. Have you ever worried that something you did could separate you from the 

love of God? 

 

 

 

2. Do you wish that you were “convinced” as Paul is of the steadfastness of 
God’s love? 

 

 

 

3. Is there something you have done that falls outside of the things Paul lists 
here? (Hint: no) 

 

 

 

Pursue 
Send this verse to a friend or fellow church member to encourage them this 
week. 

 

 

Pray 
Thank God that nothing we could do would separate us from His love. Ask Him 
to show you how to live in light of His inseparable love and how you might share 
that love with someone this week.  



Weekend – It’s Never Too Late 
By Phillip Hamm 

 

Christy and I married young. I was still in college and she was in her first year 
of teaching. I was going to school full time and working a part time job. I was trying 
to be a good husband and would help with things around our little apartment. 
Sometimes I would get dinner going, run the vacuum, and even do the laundry. 
Well sort of.  

We didn’t have a washer and dryer in the apartment, and we had to lug the 
laundry down several flights of stairs to use the coin operated machines in the 
basement. I had never really done much laundry in my life and even if I had boys 
clothes are very different than girls clothes. So, I knew very little about separating 
darks and whites; using cold versus hot water; and simply not drying certain 
articles of clothing. After ruining one too many favorite pieces of her wardrobe I 
was ultimately banned from the laundry room. Or, at least that’s what I was hoping 
would happen. My wife instead, being way to wise for her age, painstakingly 
showed me how to do laundry the right way. It seemed I just couldn’t mess up bad 
enough to get out of it.  

In preparation for worship on Sunday, read Genesis 29. Notice all the things 
Jacob does to mess up. But he can’t mess up bad enough to ruin God’s plan. 

Pray for the World: Cuba 
The Republic of Cuba is the largest island in the Caribbean Sea where just over half of 

the 11 million inhabitants profess to be Christian.  
Cuba needs prayer for: Bible distribution - the need is urgent as church growth 

outstrips supply. Over one million copies of the Scriptures have been printed in-country 
and many thousands are imported every year. Christian radio remains an untapped 
potential. Although 878 hours per week are broadcast, almost all of it is over shortwave, 
which is very hard to receive as shortwave radios are illegal in Cuba. Some FM Christian 
radio can be picked up from other Caribbean islands. Local Christian broadcasting is 
still not permitted. Music is a core aspect of Cuban culture and identity. Raising up and 
training Christian musicians and worship leaders is hugely strategic. Some prominent 
musicians have become believers, increasing Cuba’s exposure to the Good News.                                                                                                  

(operation world) 

Prepare for Worship 
   As you prepare your heart for worship Sunday morning read Psalm 150.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+29&version=ESV
http://www.operationworld.org/prayer-calendar
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=psalm+150&version=ESV




 


