
 



 
  



Sermon Notes – It’s Never Too Late 
 

Big Idea: _____________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 

 
Application: _________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________



Discussion Questions 
• List some of the messes you’ve made in life. Be sure to include some that are 

humorous and some that are serious. 

 

• What mess felt too overwhelming or too big to clean up? Why? 

 

• Summarize how Jacob and Rachel met. Talk through the wedding and 
debacle that surrounded that. Put yourself in their shoes. What would that 
have been like? 

 

• What happened when Rachel couldn’t have a baby of her own? What was 
Jacob’s response to her idea?  

 
 

• What do you think that home was like with four wives? How did the women 
interact with each other? How did the kids interact? What kind of mess did 
Jacob allow to happen? 

 

• Review the promise made to and about Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob in 
Genesis 12:2-3, 22:17-18, and 26:4. Does Jacob seem to be the kind of guy 
you would pick to be a great nation? Why or why not? 

 
 

• How did God keep His promise? Read Genesis 49, 
Numbers 1, and Revelation 21:12. How does this 
show that Jacob’s mess wasn’t bigger than God’s 
plan? 

 

• What type of messes do we have in our lives we think 
God can’t fix or use? After seeing God use Jacob’s 
mess, is there anything you particularly want to see 
God clean up in your life? 

  

One-Year Bible 
Reading Plan 
WEEK 20 
 Day 96 

Acts 22:22-23:35 
Ps 78:11–26 
 Day 97 

Acts 24:1-25:12 
Ps 78:27–46 
 Day 98 

Acts 25:13-26:32 
Ps 78:47–57 
 Day 99 

Acts 27 
Ps 78:58–72 
 Day 100 

Acts 28 
Ps 79 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+12%3A2-3&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+22%3A17-18&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+26%3A4&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+49&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Numbers+1&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Revelation+21%3A12&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+22%3A22-23%3A35&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+78%3A11%E2%80%9326&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+24%3A1-25%3A12&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+78%3A27%E2%80%9346&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+25%3A13-26%3A32&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+78%3A47%E2%80%9357&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+27&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+78%3A58%E2%80%9372&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+28&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+79&version=ESV


Monday 

By Kenny Tibbetts 

 

Scripture 
What if some were unfaithful? Does their faithlessness nullify the faithfulness of 
God? By no means! Let God be true though everyone were a liar, as it is written, 
“That you may be justified in your words, and prevail when you are judged.”  
Romans 3:3-4 

 

 

 

 

Pause 
1. How would you answer the questions Paul asks in verse 3? 

 

 

 

2. How does your character change when someone wrongs you? How is that 
different from God? 

 

 

 

Pursue 
Finish reading Romans 3 this week and reflect on the character of God. 

 

 

 

 

 

Pray 
Thank God for the constancy of his character. Thank God that even when we 
mess up, he remains faithful to us.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+3&version=ESV


Tuesday – God Will Answer in Your Crisis 
By David Mathis, desiring God 

 

In our finitude and fallenness, it may seem to us, at times, that God is hiding 
himself in our moments of crisis (Psalm 10:1). But if we come before him humbly, 
not cherishing sin in our hearts (Psalm 66:18; also 1 Peter 3:7), we can expect 
that “truly God has listened; he has attended to the voice of my prayer” (Psalm 
66:19). And yet God hearing doesn’t mean he always — or even typically — 
answers how and when we expect or want. 

When we remember our God as the one who answers us in our time of crisis 
— as he did for Jacob and the psalmists and the prophets — we don’t assume 
that he answers how we would do it or exactly when we would want. Jacob, for 
one, spent twenty years under the tyranny of Laban, and his son Joseph spent 
thirteen years going down, down, down — sold in slavery, falsely accused, thrown 
into prison, then forgotten — before God raised him up. Our God works in his 
“proper time” (1 Peter 5:6), in his “due season” (Galatians 6:9). 

He indeed will hear us and answer — but often in ways, and in timing, we did 
not anticipate. His ways and thoughts are higher than ours (Isaiah 55:8–9), and 
he does “far more abundantly,” not less, than what we ask or think (Ephesians 
3:20). In Christ, we do not assume that our God isn’t seeing us, or hearing us, or 
answering because our lives are not unfolding according to our plans. Far from 
assuming he’s not answering, we want to receive his severe mercies as his 
continuing to do his surprising work of unfolding history, and our lives, not 
according to human expectations, but according to his infinitely majestic plans 
and purposes. Which we see so clearly in the crisis moment of God’s own Son. 

“He took with him Peter and James and John, and began to be greatly 
distressed and troubled” (Mark 14:33). There, in that garden of crisis, Jesus 
“offered up prayers and supplications, with loud cries and tears, to him who was 
able to save him from death, and he was heard because of his reverence” 
(Hebrews 5:7). God heard his Son in his time of crisis, but he didn’t let the cup 
pass. He didn’t spare him death. God hearing and answering Jesus didn’t mean 
salvation from the cross, but salvation through the cross. 

Our God is too real, and too big, and too glorious to work according to our 
human expectations and convenient timetables. He loves us too much to regularly 
do just what we want when we want in our times of crisis. But he always sees us. 
He always hears us. And in Christ, he will answer, not necessarily when and how 
we want, but with the answer we need, painful as it may be for now, for our 
ultimate good and glory. 

Read the entire article https://www.desiringgod.org/articles/god-will-answer-in-
your-crisis.  

https://www.desiringgod.org/articles/god-will-answer-in-your-crisis
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Ps%2010.1
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Ps%2066.18
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Pet%203.7
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Ps%2066.19
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Ps%2066.19
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Pet%205.6
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Gal%206.9
https://www.desiringgod.org/articles/god-will-answer-in-your-crisis
https://www.desiringgod.org/articles/god-will-answer-in-your-crisis


Wednesday 
By Kenny Tibbetts 

 

Scripture 
“But if our unrighteousness serves to show the righteousness of God, what shall 
we say? That God is unrighteous to inflict wrath on us? (I speak in a human 
way.) By no means! For then how could God judge the world? But if through my 
lie God's truth abounds to his glory, why am I still being condemned as a sinner? 
And why not do evil that good may come? − as some people slanderously 
charge us with saying. Their condemnation is just.”   
Romans 3:5-8 

 

 

Pause 
1. Does God’s ability to use our disobedience for His glory absolve us from 

responsibility? Why or why not? 

 

 

 

2. Can you think of a person whose disobedience God used for His glory? 

 

 

 

Pursue 
Invite a friend to join you at FBC Palmetto this week to hear more about God’s 
faithfulness. 

 

 

 

 

Pray 
Ask God to burden your heart for the sin in your life this week. Ask God for 
forgiveness for that sin. Thank God that your sin does not change His character 
or His faithfulness to His plan.  



Thursday – May She Be My Delight 
By Greg Morse, desiring God 

The story of Jacob’s first bride should haunt us. It was plain to all that Jacob 
“loved Rachel more than Leah” (Genesis 29:30). Rachel was beautiful; Leah 
possessed “weak eyes” and was less attractive. Jacob labored seven years to win 
Rachel, and “they seemed to him but a few days because of the love he had for 
her” (Genesis 29:20); Jacob regretted Leah the moment he realized his uncle 
tricked him into marrying her instead of her sister. After marrying both, Jacob flew 
two different banners over each the rest of their lives. And God saw it. 

Leah’s Maker − whose image she bore and whose concern she had − looked 
at Jacob’s marriages, and what did he see? Rachel, Jacob loved; Leah, he “hated” 
(Genesis 29:31). God, seeing his daughter so despised, looked upon her affliction 
and opened her womb instead of her sister’s (Genesis 29:32). Climactically, 
agonizingly, she birthed child after child, hoping with each new son, “Now my 
husband will love me. . . . Now this time my husband will be attached to me” 
(Genesis 29:32, 34). Finally, with the birth of her fourth, Judah, she gives up her 
hopes of husbandly love and turns to praise the Lord. 

Whatever cautions this story holds in warning young women against idolizing a 
husband’s love, we shouldn’t overlook the tragedy: Her husband’s banner over 
her was disdain. Is she automatically an idolater because she longed to be 
delighted in by her husband? What about women like Leah today? Perhaps her 
final declaration of divine praise speaks as much indictment on her husband as it 
does sanctification in Leah. 

The point stands for husbands today: We did not marry Leah. We did not marry 
the wrong girl. The ring, the covenant, the marriage makes her, at all times, our 
Rachel. Not to be overlooked. Not to be despised, compared, or assumed. She is 
flesh of your flesh and bone of your bone. Your lovely deer, your graceful doe. 
Your lily. Your beautiful one. Your well of desire and spring of delight. And she 
does not need to bring you children, success in your career, or an airbrushed 
physique to receive your blush-provoking, grave-protecting love. 

God does not tolerate his church. He does not ignore her. He does not wake 
up in the morning thinking he married the wrong girl. Familiarity does not dampen 
his passion. Eternity will seem like a moment to him because of his love for her. 
She does not scheme to win his embrace. He spent his strength for her in his 
earthly life and was pierced for her transgressions to stab at the roots of death 
and shield her from the grave. This is amazing love, a holy love, a love that, to 
give an earthly analogy, God displays through husbands in our marriages: “As the 
bridegroom rejoices over the bride, so shall your God rejoice over you” (Isaiah 
62:5). 

Our delight in her is about his delight in us; our marriages about his (Ephesians 
5:32). We, like Roy, follow our Bridegroom — braving Satan, the flesh, and the 
world — to plant our flag over her: She Is My Delight. Not, “She is my cook and 
cleaner.” Not, “She is my children’s mother.” But, “She is my chosen, my favorite, 
my fairest one.” She seeps into our sentences. Our hearts sing her name. Time 
and again, let us pray, “Lord, may she increasingly be my delight.” 

Read the entire article at www.desiringgod.org/articles/may-she-be-my-delight.  

https://www.desiringgod.org/articles/may-she-be-my-delight
https://www.desiringgod.org/articles/may-she-be-my-delight


Friday 
By Kenny Tibbetts 

 

Scripture 
“But now the righteousness of God has been manifested apart from the law, 
although the Law and the Prophets bear witness to it — the righteousness of 
God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction:  
for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, and are justified by his 
grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus.” 
Romans 3:21-24 

 

 

 

Pause 
1. What do you think it means to “believe?” 

 

 

 

2. Why do you think Paul calls grace a “gift?” 

 

 

 

Pursue 
Memorize Romans 3:23: 

“For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.” 

 

 

 

 

Pray 
Thank God that our salvation is a free gift given totally of grace. Thank God that 
because there is nothing we could do to earn our salvation there is nothing we 
could do to lose it. Ask God to give you fresh eyes to see the wonders of the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ.  



Weekend – Scars 
By Phillip Hamm 

 
I heard someone say one time that scars were good stories just waiting to be 

told. I think there’s truth in that statement. The scar above your eye brow is waiting 
to tell about the time you unsuccessfully attempted to cross the monkey bars for 
the first time in the second grade. The scar on your knee is waiting to tell about 
the time you slid into home for the game winning run in high school. And the scar 
on your knuckles is waiting to tell about the time you rescued that girl in college 
from her horrible boyfriend.  

But some scars come with stories that are painful to tell. Some of those scars 
aren’t even visible. They reside on the heart and soul of a past you wish you could 
forget. The cancer that took what you adored. The marriage that didn’t make it. 
And the embarrassing past decisions of a rebellious youth you wish you could do 
over again.  

The common denominator in each of our scars is they tell a story. Most of the 
time we can’t control the circumstances surrounding the scars we receive. But we 
do get to choose how to tell the story that’s waiting to be told. In preparation for 
worship on Sunday read Genesis 32:22-32.   

Pray for the World: Egypt 
In this mostly desert country, only three percent of the land is arable. Of the 84 billion 

people living there, 12% are Christian while the Muslim religion dominates the remaining 
88%.  

The use of electronic media through websites, chat rooms, satellite TV and mobile 
phone downloads has opened a way for millions of Muslims to hear the Gospel clearly, in 
safer environments for true seekers. 

Pray for: a) Church leaders. Wisdom, grace and confidence are needed in handling the 
Muslim authorities, Islamist persecution and the questioning world. b) A spiritual 
awakening Church-wide amid mounting pressures and communal tensions. The 
responses to Muslim agitation need to be humble and loving but strong. c) Christians are 
numerous in business, the professions and health services, but overall their Christian 
influence within Egypt is much less than their large numbers warrant. Pray that they might 
have a positive and transforming effect on the nation, just as Joseph did millennia ago. 

                                                                                                (operation world) 

Prepare for Worship 
   As you prepare your heart for worship Sunday morning read Psalm 1.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+32%3A22-32&version=ESV
http://www.operationworld.org/prayer-calendar
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=psalm+1&version=ESV




 


