
 



 
  



Sermon Notes – Failing Forward 
 

Big Idea: _____________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 

 
Application: _________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________



Discussion Questions 
• What are different categories in which people may start well but don’t finish 

well?  

 

• Describe areas of life where you want to finish well. 

 

• What is at stake if you don’t finish well in these areas? 

 

• How was Uzziah’s reign different from his dad’s? List some of Uzziah’s 
accomplishments? Why were these important? 

 

• Who does the writer of Chronicles give credit to for all of Uzziah’s 
accomplishments? How many times does he say it? Why is he repeating this 
idea? 

 

• What leads us to believe we are self-sufficient and don’t need God anymore?  

 

• Using paper or a dry erase board, make a list of things in your life you feel 
you have absolutely no control over. Make another list containing the things 
in your life you feel you have complete control over. What does the list reveal? 
How much control do you actually have? 

 

• Why don’t do we fool ourselves to believe we have 
more control in our lives than we actually do? What 
are we really searching for we hope control will offer? 

 

• What’s happens in someone’s life who either 
believes they have control over or strives to get 
control over everything?  

 

• How does recognizing your lack of power/control 
help you to finish well?  

One-Year Bible 
Reading Plan 
WEEK 22 
 Day 106 

Romans 4:13-5:21 
Ps 84 
 Day 107 

Romans 6-7 
Ps 85 
 Day 108 

Romans 8 
Ps 86 
 Day 109 

Romans 9:1-10:4 
Ps 87 
 Day 110 

Exodus 32-34 
Ps 88:1–6 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+4%3A13-5%3A21&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+84&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+6-7&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+85&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+8&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+86&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+9%3A1-10%3A4&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+87&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Exodus+32-34&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+88%3A1%E2%80%936&version=ESV


Monday 

By Kenny Tibbetts 

Scripture 
“Under their command was an army of 307,500 men trained for war, a powerful 
force to support the king against his enemies. Uzziah provided shields, spears, 
helmets, coats of armor, bows and slingstones for the entire army. In Jerusalem 
he made devices invented for use on the towers and on the corner defenses so 
that soldiers could shoot arrows and hurl large stones from the walls. His fame 
spread far and wide, for he was greatly helped until he became powerful. But 
after Uzziah became powerful, his pride led to his downfall. He was unfaithful 
to the LORD his God, and entered the temple of the LORD to burn incense on 
the altar of incense.” 

2 Chronicles 26:13-16 

 

Pause 
1. Can you think of a situation where pride caused you or someone you know 

to fail? 

 

 

2. Why is it sometimes easier to trust God at our worst than at our best? 

 

 

3. Give some examples of people whose humility and reliance on God makes 
them more effective? 

 

 

Pursue 
Take some time this week to memorize 2 Corinthians 12:10: “For the sake of 
Christ, then, I am content with weaknesses, insults, hardships, persecutions, 
and calamities. For when I am weak, then I am strong.” 

 

Pray 
Thank God that in our weakness He is strong. Thank God that He makes His 
strength manifest in our weakness. Ask God to keep you from the seductive 
danger of pride. Pray that our church would be a church weak enough to display 
the strength of Jesus Christ.  



Tuesday – Lord I Need You 
By George Volpe 

  

There are a lot of ways to describe weakness. You can be weaker physically 
than someone who can handle more difficult physical activity. You can be weaker 
mentally compared to someone who has a greater capacity to learn and 
understand the world we live in, or how things work, or how to solve problems or 
recall things learned. You can also be weak emotionally.  

What is it like to be weak spiritually? You might have a tough time withstanding 
certain temptations. You may find yourself unable to stand for Christ when the 
people around you are all against Him. You may really hate your enemies, even 
though you know Jesus said to love them and pray for them. You might find 
yourself doubting the truth of Scripture or feeling as though praying is a waste of 
time. Whatever the category, no one wants to be weak. 

King Uzziah was just 16 years old when he became king over Judah. By 
depending on God and those who supported him he defeated one enemy after 
another. But when he began to think of himself as invincible in his own strength, 
he lost the blessing of God, and ended with a troubled life. That same story has 
been repeated through the centuries where one ruler after another became drunk 
with power and authority, abandoning the relationships that brought them 
success. Even today there are leaders all over the world who have embraced 
tyranny, disregarding obedience toward God. They are marching toward a 
judgment they cannot escape. 

Fred Rogers (“Mr. Rogers”) helped children everywhere to understand what to 
do when they could not overcome a situation. He sang a song using the words, 
“Just take a step back and ask for help.” Today, on PBS Daniel Tiger brings that 
same message to kids. Why is this message important? Because we are met with 
frustration and weakness daily and we need to know how to respond. When 
children learn to “ask for help” it is a defeat for pride, and an encouragement to 
accept that we cannot overcome all of our adversity on our own.  

Pride pushes away the help of others. When we admit our weakness and turn 
to God, we are opening our hearts to the provision of strength that only He can 
give. 

God allows weakness in our daily walk so that we need His strength and we 
learn to depend on Him. This is a theme repeated often in Scripture. As 
uncomfortable as it is, our weakness is a means to blessing for the glory of God. 
He is ready to provide the kind of strength we need that we can never find without 
Him.   

Read Psalm 40.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=psalm+40&version=ESV


Wednesday 
By Kenny Tibbetts 

Scripture 
So to keep me from becoming conceited because of the surpassing greatness 
of the revelations, a thorn was given me in the flesh, a messenger of Satan to 
harass me, to keep me from becoming conceited. Three times I pleaded with 
the Lord about this, that it should leave me. But he said to me, “My grace is 
sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.” Therefore I will 
boast all the more gladly of my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may 
rest upon me. For the sake of Christ, then, I am content with weaknesses, 
insults, hardships, persecutions, and calamities. For when I am weak, then I am 
strong.  
2 Corinthians 12:7-10 

 

Pause 
1. Have you ever considered that the struggle you face in your life might be 

there to protect you from pride? 

 

2. If you were going to boast about your weakness, as Paul did, what might 
you boast about? 

 

3. How can Paul say, “I am content with weaknesses, insults, hardships, 
persecutions and calamities?” How might we be able to say the same 
thing? 

 

 

Pursue 
Take some time this week to memorize 2 Corinthians 12:10: “For the sake of 
Christ, then, I am content with weaknesses, insults, hardships, persecutions, 
and calamities. For when I am weak, then I am strong.” 

 

 

Pray 
Ask God to give you a Jesus-focused perspective on your weakness. Ask God 
to help you see the plan behind the pain. Ask God to help you be content with 
weakness, insult, persecution, hardship, and even calamity because of the 
strength of God.  



Thursday – You are Not Destined 
to be Your Parents 

By Marshall Segal, desiring God 
 

Uzziah became king when he was sixteen, the same age we let children drive 
today. Two whole years before he would have been trusted to vote for an 
American president, the people entrusted him to govern an entire nation of God’s 
people. Despite rising to power faster than teenage pop stars today, “he did what 
was right in the eyes of the Lord, according to all that his father Amaziah had 
done” (2 Chronicles 26:4).  

When Uzziah’s father chose what was wrong in the eyes of God, the people 
conspired against him, so he fled in fear (25:27). But his own people hunted him 
down and executed him. He died in shame, as a traitor and adulteress against 
God himself. Excommunication by death penalty was Uzziah’s inherited legacy.  

The people killed their own king, making his 16-year-old their sovereign. How 
Uzziah lives and serves in the wake of his father’s outrageous sins has everything 
to do with how we live and serve in light of our parents’ failures. Uzziah didn’t 
throw out everything his dad had done just because he had fallen in the end. No, 
Uzziah imitated what was right in God’s eyes in his father’s example, and he 
abandoned what was wrong in God’s eyes.  

Uzziah reigned for 52 years. Not only did he seek the true God, as his father 
had once done but failed to do later in life, but he immediately set himself to 
repairing what was wrong or lost during his father’s reign. He took it upon himself, 
with God’s help, to recover the land lost in battle, to rebuild the wall in Jerusalem, 
and to reestablish God’s people against her enemies — not as reparations for his 
father’s sins, but as a renewal in the wake of sin. He took the ashes of his father’s 
failures, and asked God to breathe new life into them.  

“But when he was strong, he grew proud, to his destruction. For he was 
unfaithful to the Lord his God and entered the temple of the Lord to burn incense 
on the altar of incense” (2 Chronicles 26:16). The sterling young king finally caves 
to temptation as an old man. Like his father before him, he followed God for years, 
but then fell into terrible moral failure.  

He rejected his father’s failures, refusing to entertain or worship foreign gods, 
but he carved out failures of his own. Uzziah proves at the same time that we are 
not destined to repeat our parents’ sins, and that every son and daughter is still 
vulnerable to the sin inside each of us.  

If you are a son or daughter of failure, take heart. Like Uzziah, we can walk 
away from the gods of our fathers. And like Jotham, we can reject the pet sins our 
parents kept in the home. We may be more likely than others to repeat our 
parents’ unique failures because we learned so much from them, but God’s word 
and his Spirit can always rescue us from what is wrong in his eyes, however 
ingrained the wickedness might be in our history and experience.  

Read the article at www.desiringgod.org/articles/you-are-not-destined-to-be-
your-parents.  

https://www.desiringgod.org/articles/you-are-not-destined-to-be-your-parents
https://www.desiringgod.org/articles/you-are-not-destined-to-be-your-parents
https://www.desiringgod.org/articles/you-are-not-destined-to-be-your-parents


Friday 
By Kenny Tibbetts 

Scripture 
The LORD said to Gideon, “You have too many men. I cannot deliver Midian 
into their hands, or Israel would boast against me, ‘My own strength has saved 
me.’ Now announce to the army, ‘Anyone who trembles with fear may turn back 
and leave Mount Gilead.’” So twenty-two thousand men left, while ten thousand 
remained. But the LORD said to Gideon, “There are still too many men. Take 
them down to the water, and I will thin them out for you there. If I say, ‘This one 
shall go with you,’ he shall go; but if I say, ‘This one shall not go with you,’ he 
shall not go. “So Gideon took the men down to the water. There the LORD told 
him, “Separate those who lap the water with their tongues as a dog laps from 
those who kneel down to drink.” Three hundred of them drank from cupped 
hands, lapping like dogs. All the rest got down on their knees to drink. The 
LORD said to Gideon, “With the three hundred men that lapped I will save you 
and give the Midianites into your hands. Let all the others go home.” So Gideon 
sent the rest of the Israelites home but kept the three hundred, who took over 
the provisions and trumpets of the others. Judges 7:2-8 

 

 

Pause 
1. What do you think makes the story of Gideon a great story of God’s strength 

in our weakness? 

 

2. Why did God send so many men away? 

 

3. Have you ever looked around at your own life and felt like Gideon? As if 
God was taking away your strength and resources. Did you ever consider 
that he may be doing so to display his own strength in your weakness? 

 

Pursue 
Invite a friend or neighbor to our church this weekend as we start our brand new 
series Good News! 

 

Pray 
Pray for our church this weekend as we strive to be a church operating on God’s 
strength rather than our own. Pray for God to show you where you need to lose 
in your own life in order for God to receive the Glory.  



Weekend – Good News 
By Phillip Hamm 

“The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is 
at hand; repent and believe in the gospel.” 

Luke 4:43 

 

We don’t even call it bad news anymore; it’s simply referred to as ‘the news.’ 
It’s depressing, agonizing, and not always trustworthy, but it’s always available. 
We have access to a never-ending stream of painful information through our 
televisions and devices.  

Like moths to a porchlight we’re drawn to our screens for a daily dose of 
gloominess. It’s almost like we hope today will be different and the broadcast will 
be a bit sunnier. But it’s not. Someone else is killed. There’s a new poison in our 
food or drinking water. And, surprise, surprise, the Republicans and Democrats 
can’t agree.  

For this, and other reasons, the Bible refers to the message of Jesus as ‘Good 
News.’ The Gospel offers hope in a world that has none. Our summer series is 
going to be in the Gospel of Mark where we look at how Jesus literally brought 
the world Good News.  

As we begin this new series on Sunday, prepare your hearts for worship by 
reading Mark 1.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

Pray for the World: French Guiana 

This sparsely inhabited jungle territory in northeast South America has a great 
diversity of flora and fauna with over 400,000 known species. Just east of Suriname, 
this country is the size of South Carolina and has a population of 231,000. More than 
91% profess to be Christian. 

The most responsive peoples are Haitians, Antilleans, Hmong, Amerindian tribal 
peoples, Brazilians and the interior bush tribes (Maroons). It is among these groups 
that the Pentecostals, Baptists, CMA, Nazarenes and Brethren are growing. Pray for 
a cooperative spirit among evangelicals and for continued unifying influence of the 
Suriname Bible Society, especially among ministers.        

                                      (operation world) 

Prepare for Worship 
   As you prepare your heart for worship Sunday morning read Psalm 3.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=mark+1&version=ESV
http://www.operationworld.org/prayer-calendar
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=psalm+3&version=ESV




 


