
 



 
  



Sermon Notes – Good News 
 

Big Idea: _____________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 

 
Application: _________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________



Discussion Questions 
• What are some of the most valuable things you’ve lost? What did you do to 

get them back? What did the search entail? 

 

• Name some events that have happened to you, or decisions you’ve made 
that left you feeling beyond God’s reach?  

 

• Describe the storm in which Jesus and the disciples were caught. What was 
it doing to the boat? Where was Jesus?  

 

• What is significant about the way Jesus responded to the storm versus the 
disciples?  

 

• What does Jesus do to the wind and waves? How does this story connect to 
the next one?  

 

• Describe the man with the unclean spirit. What was his life like? How had 
people tried to control him? Why did they treat him that way? How many 
demons were in him? 

 

• What request did the demons make of Jesus? Why? 

  

• After Jesus cast the demons into the pigs, how did 
the crowd respond? Why?  

 

• What did Jesus go through to free the demon 
possessed man? What did Jesus go through to free 
you?  

  

One-Year Bible 
Reading Plan 
WEEK 24 
 Day 116 

Joshua 1-2 
Ps 90 
 Day 117 

1 Cor 1-2 
Ps 91 
 Day 118 

1 Cor 3-4 
Ps 92 
 Day 119 

1 Cor 5-6 
Ps 93 
 Day 120 

Joshua 3-4  
Ps 94 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Joshua+1-2&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+90&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Cor+1-2&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+91&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Cor+3-4&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+92&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Cor+5-6&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+93&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Joshua+3-4+&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+94&version=ESV


Monday 

By Kenny Tibbetts 

Scripture 
And he said, “There was a man who had two sons. And the younger of them 
said to his father, ‘Father, give me the share of property that is coming to me.’ 
And he divided his property between them. Not many days later, the younger 
son gathered all he had and took a journey into a far country, and there he 
squandered his property in reckless living. And when he had spent everything, 
a severe famine arose in that country, and he began to be in need. So he went 
and hired himself out to one of the citizens of that country, who sent him into 
his fields to feed pigs. And he was longing to be fed with the pods that the pigs 
ate, and no one gave him anything. “But when he came to himself, he said, 
‘How many of my father's hired servants have more than enough bread, but I 
perish here with hunger! I will arise and go to my father, and I will say to him, 
“Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you. I am no longer worthy to 
be called your son. Treat me as one of your hired servants.”’ And he arose and 
came to his father. But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and 
felt compassion, and ran and embraced him and kissed him. And the son said 
to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you. I am no longer 
worthy to be called your son.’ But the father said to his servants, ‘Bring quickly 
the best robe, and put it on him, and put a ring on his hand, and shoes on his 
feet. And bring the fattened calf and kill it, and let us eat and celebrate. For this 
my son was dead, and is alive again; he was lost, and is found.’ And they began 
to celebrate.” Luke 15:11-24 
 

Pause 
1. Underline everything the father does for his prodigal son, circle what he 

says about him.  

 

2. How can you relate to the prodigal son? How can you relate to the father? 

 

3. How do you think the lost son felt when he saw his father running out to 
greet him? 

 

Pursue 
Read the rest of Luke Chapter 15 and reflect. 

 

Pray 
Thank God that He was willing to go where no one else would for you. Thank 
God that he never gave up on you. Ask God to help you share this good news 
with a prodigal in your own life.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+15&version=ESV


Tuesday – What’s the Real Danger? 
By George Volpe 

  

I heard a woman on TV say that she tells her daughter to “do the thing that 
scares you the most.” If the “thing” is something wholesome, I get it. If not, that 
statement is dangerous. There are some things we should never do, places we 
should never go. But every now and then we hear about people who have gone 
over the edge and have lost their lives to destructive influence. 

In three of the Gospels, we read how Jesus commands His disciples to venture 
to the east side of the Sea of Galilee. Like every move Jesus made, this trip is 
purposeful. This is His first journey into Gentile territory. After He calms the storm 
and they arrive in Gadara, at least one desperate and disheveled man 
immediately approaches Jesus. He is not normal. He lives in a cemetery. He is 
possessed by wicked spirits. He is out of control, naked, cutting himself, crying, 
and held by forces he cannot overcome.  

It seems like a tough way to begin a ministry to people who the Jews considered 
unclean and heathen. Jesus could have arranged to speak to calm, sensible 
people willing to listen. Not so. Jesus is not looking for comfort. He is not looking 
to maintain the status quo. He will turn the thinking of His followers upside down. 
He calmed the sea, and now He will let them experience the storms in the hearts 
of men. Jesus goes to the neediest first.  

This man demonstrates bizarre behavior and does not show concern for 
himself, let alone others. We see this everywhere in our world today. But even 
under the influence and the power of so much evil, he is able to come to Jesus 
and fall down before Him. The demons could impart super-human strength to 
break chains and fetters, and cause him to cut and hurt himself, but they could 
not keep him away from Jesus. 

Jesus commands the legion of spirits to leave the troubled man and enter a 
herd of swine. It’s curious that the man could survive while demon-possessed, but 
the swine could not stand it, and ran to their death. 

You would think people nearby would have been thrilled to have such a threat 
eliminated, but instead they were upset. They lost money!  They preferred to live 
with danger nearby despite the risks. Even now we see people comfortable with 
danger, continuing to do self-destructive things. The Gadarenes begged Jesus to 
leave.  

Jesus honored their request and left. God does not force people to do what they 
should. He allows them freedom to choose. The Gadarenes lost far more than 
pigs. They lost Jesus.  

Read Mark 8:27-38.  

  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+8%3A27-38&version=ESV


Wednesday 
By Kenny Tibbetts 

 

Scripture 
“See that you do not despise one of these little ones. For I tell you that in heaven 
their angels always see the face of my Father who is in heaven. What do you 
think? If a man has a hundred sheep, and one of them has gone astray, does 
he not leave the ninety-nine on the mountains and go in search of the one that 
went astray? And if he finds it, truly, I say to you, he rejoices over it more than 
over the ninety-nine that never went astray. So it is not the will of my Father 
who is in heaven that one of these little ones should perish.” 

Matthew 18:10-14 

 

Pause 
1. If this parable was set in present day how might it be told? 

 

 

 

2. What does this passage tell you about how God sees you? 

 

 

 

Pursue 
Memorize 1 John 4:19: 

“We love because he first loved us.” 

What does this verse tell us about how Jesus came for us? 

 

 

 

Pray 
Thank God that He decided to rescue us even when we didn’t know we needed 
to be rescued. Pray that our church would be one that loved in the same way 
Jesus did and would be one that was willing to go to the hard places to reach 
people with the good news.  



Thursday – Before the Time 
By John Piper, desiringGod 

When Jesus met the man filled with demons at Gadara, the demons cried out, 
“What do you have to do with us, Son of God? Did you come here before the time 
to torment us?” (Matthew 8:29).  

The answer is, Yes, Jesus has come before the time.  

Implications:  

What time? The time appointed for the torment of evil powers. The time of 
Matthew 25:41, “Depart from me, accursed ones, into the eternal fire which has 
been prepared for the devil and his angels.” These demons in Matthew 8:29 are 
admitting that a time is set for their torment. They know they are doomed. They 
do not fight in hope of victory. They fight to drag as many of us down with them 
as they can.  

Demons know that Christ will be the one to cast them into torment in the end. 
They recognize him and cry out, “It’s not time yet! You’re early!” Demons not only 
know they are doomed; they know who will most certainly defeat them--Jesus 
Christ. They fear him!  

Demons learned a mystery in Matthew 8:29. They knew they were doomed. 
They knew the Son of God would be the victor. But they didn’t know until it 
happened that Christ was coming before the time of final defeat. Christ is not 
going to wait until the atom bomb drops to end the war. He has begun to lead a 
subversive force into the territory of Satan. He has trained a “life-squad” to perform 
daring rescue operations. Christ has plotted many tactical victories before the time 
of the final strategic victory.  

The resulting wartime mentality:  

Since Satan’s doom is sure and he knows it, we can always remind him of it 
when he tempts us to follow him. We can laugh and say: “You’re out of your mind. 
Who wants to join forces with a loser?!”  

We are not merely holding out for V-Day. We can meet Christ now in the Black 
Forest and be trained by him to raid the death camps and set people free to join 
the fifth column of the invading Christ.  

The church is the liberated enemy of the “god of this world.” We are the guerillas 
and the gadflies. We are the insurgency in the rebel kingdom of the “prince of the 
power of the air.” It is not safe. But it is thrilling. Many lives are lost. Satan’s forces 
are ever on the lookout for our subversive activity. Christ has guaranteed 
resurrection for all who fight to the death. But he has not guaranteed comfort, or 
acceptance from the world, or prosperity in enemy territory. Many have gladly 
given their lives behind the lines running errands for the Commander. I can think 
of no better way to live…or die!  

Read the article at www.desiringgod.org/articles/before-the-time.  

https://www.desiringgod.org/articles/before-the-time
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+25%3A41&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+8%3A29&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+8%3A29&version=ESV
https://www.desiringgod.org/articles/before-the-time


Friday 
By Kenny Tibbetts 

Scripture 
“He went out again beside the sea, and all the crowd was coming to him, and 
he was teaching them. And as he passed by, he saw Levi the son of Alphaeus 
sitting at the tax booth, and he said to him, “Follow me.” And he rose and 
followed him. And as he reclined at table in his house, many tax collectors and 
sinners were reclining with Jesus and his disciples, for there were many who 
followed him. And the scribes of the Pharisees, when they saw that he was 
eating with sinners and tax collectors, said to his disciples, “Why does he eat 
with tax collectors and sinners?” And when Jesus heard it, he said to them, 
“Those who are well have no need of a physician, but those who are sick. I 
came not to call the righteous, but sinners.” Mark 2:13-17 

 

Pause 
1. Why was eating with tax collectors and sinners a potentially risky move for 

Jesus? 

 

 

2. What made Jesus willing to eat with people no respectable Jew would eat 
with? 

 

 

3. Are you willing to go to the same people and places Jesus did in order to 
reach people with the Good News? 

 

 

Pursue 
Find a Sunday School class or small group to attend this week. If you already 
have one, invite someone new! 

 

Pray 
Pray for our Sunday services. Pray for those people in your community who are 
unchurched, ask God to bring them to our church this Sunday and ask God to 
prepare us to meet them with grace and good news.  



Weekend – Auto Pilot 
By Phillip Hamm 

 

I loved the 80’s TV action drama “Knight Rider”. Staring a young David 
Hasselhoff as crime fighting Michael Knight, who drives a super intelligent, nearly 
indestructible car named KIIT. I bet you remember it well. The theme song is 
probably running through your mind right now. To be honest, KIIT was the star of 
the show. He was a black 1982 Pontiac Trans Am that could talk and fight bad 
guys all at the same time. When Michael found himself in a precarious situation 
all he had to do was speak into his fancy wristwatch and KIIT was on his way to 
the rescue! Many episodes even had Michael sleeping or reading while KIIT drove 
on auto pilot for long periods of time. 

Sometimes the same thing can happen to us. I don’t mean becoming a crime 
fighter with a cool car. Instead, after years of church attendance and hours of 
preachers droning on and on, we start to run on auto pilot. Our prayers get stale, 
our worship robotic, and the Bible irrelevant. What’s worse is the coldness of our 
religious activities begins to take the place of intimacy with God. We simply 
become religious. God doesn’t want us religious. In preparation for Sunday’s 
message read Mark 7:1-23. 

Pray for the World: Guinea 

Guinea, located on the west coast of Africa, is roughly the size of the state of 
Oregon and is dominantly Muslim. Of the 10 million people who live there, a mere 5% 
are Christian. 

The vision for missions deepens. Guinea’s foreign mission groups show an 
incredible level of unity, strategic coordination and quality of research. There is also 
an indigenous mission movement, which is still quite small and young but showing 
many encouraging signs. Mission training courses are held for Guinean believers, 
and mission mobilization congresses are planned for pastors and Christian students. 
A few Guineans already serve cross-culturally. 

The Church suffered serious numerical setbacks in the late 1990s and early 2000s. 
Some established denominations shrank significantly, and evangelism and church 
planting slowed –largely due to nominal Christians falling away. Pray for believers 
who will persevere and pray against the enemy who seeks to destroy these young or 
weak Christians before they can grow.                                            (operation world) 

Prepare for Worship 
   As you prepare your heart for worship Sunday morning read Psalm 5.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+7%3A1-23&version=ESV
http://www.operationworld.org/prayer-calendar
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=psalm+5&version=ESV




 


