
 



 

  



Sermon Notes – Good News 

 

Big Idea: _____________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 

 
Application: _________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________



Discussion Questions 

• What areas of life do we try to look like we have it together?  

 

• Why do we put so much effort into convincing others our lives are so 

wonderful? 

 

• Look up some or all of the following verses: Psalm 51, 1 Samuel 15:22, Psalm 

40:6, Hebrews 10:5-7, Hosea 6:6, Amos 5:22, Micah 6:6-8, Joel 2:13. What 

pattern do you see in Scripture? What does this tell us about God? 

 

• Why were the Pharisees upset with Jesus? Why were they so passionate 

about this? Why did they make up these rules? 

 

• What did Jesus call them? What examples would Jesus cite about our 

religious culture? 

 

• What were the religious leaders doing that Jesus condemned? What law were 

they breaking? Why did they do it? 

 

• Where does Jesus say defilement/pollution comes 

from? What do we allow to go into us that pollutes 

our soul? What are the consequences in our life? 

 

• What steps can we take to care for the condition of 

our soul? Do we have souls under our responsibility? 

How can we care for the condition of their soul? 

 

• Why is Jesus more concerned with the condition of 

our heart than the appearance of our life? 

  

One-Year Bible 
Reading Plan 

WEEK 25 
 Day 121 

1 Cor 7 
Ps 95 
 Day 122 

1 Cor 8-9 
Ps 96 
 Day 123 

1 Cor 10:1-11:1 
Ps 97 
 Day 124 

1 Cor 11:2-12:11 
Ps 98–99 
 Day 125 

Joshua 5-6 
Ps 100–101 
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https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+40%3A6&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Hebrews+10%3A+5-7&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Hosea+6%3A6&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Amos+5%3A22&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Micah+6%3A6-8&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Joel+2%3A13&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Cor+7&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+95&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Cor+8-9&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+96&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Cor+10%3A1-11%3A1&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+97&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Cor+11%3A2-12%3A11&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+98%E2%80%9399&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Joshua+5-6&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+100%E2%80%93101&version=ESV


Monday 

By Kenny Tibbetts 

Scripture 

When they came, he looked on Eliab and thought, “Surely the Lord's anointed 

is before him.” But the Lord said to Samuel, “Do not look on his appearance or 

on the height of his stature, because I have rejected him. For the Lord sees not 

as man sees: man looks on the outward appearance, but the Lord looks on the 

heart.” Then Jesse called Abinadab and made him pass before Samuel. And 

he said, “Neither has the Lord chosen this one.” Then Jesse made Shammah 

pass by. And he said, “Neither has the Lord chosen this one.” And Jesse made 

seven of his sons pass before Samuel. And Samuel said to Jesse, “The Lord 

has not chosen these.” Then Samuel said to Jesse, “Are all your sons here?” 

And he said, “There remains yet the youngest, but behold, he is keeping the 

sheep.” And Samuel said to Jesse, “Send and get him, for we will not sit down 

till he comes here.” And he sent and brought him in. Now he was ruddy and had 

beautiful eyes and was handsome. And the Lord said, “Arise, anoint him, for 

this is he.” Then Samuel took the horn of oil and anointed him in the midst of 

his brothers. And the Spirit of the Lord rushed upon David from that day forward. 

And Samuel rose up and went to Ramah. 1 Samuel 16: 6-13 

 

Pause 

1. Is it comforting, scary or both that God sees your heart instead of your 

outward appearance? 

 

2. How much time do you spend daily worrying about how other people will 

see you? Compare that to the amount of time you think about how God 

sees you. 

 

 

Pursue 

Take some time this week to memorize Mark 7:7: “These people honor me with 

their lips, but their heart is far from me.” 

 

Pray 
Thank God that He looks at your heart instead of your outward appearance. 

Ask God to shift your priorities so that your heart is the most important thing to 

you.  



Tuesday – Calling Evil Good 
By George Volpe 

 

There was an article in The New York Times in 2010 entitled “When the Ties 

that Bind Unravel.” It was about children who abandon their parents. They leave 

home and end contact with their parents. Walls go up, tensions rise, and parent-

child relationships suffer. 

God is so concerned about a child’s relationship to parents that He addressed 

it in one of the Ten Commandments. Pretty important. So how would you 

circumvent that commandment of God? One way is to use God as an excuse to 

dishonor your parents. Just say you can’t give anything to them (time, resources) 

because you promised everything you have to God, so there’s nothing left for 

them. That’s essentially what Jewish children were doing to their parents during 

Jesus’ day. And Jesus calls that man-made thinking sinful. 

“It is clear that it is the duty of children, if their parents are poor, to relieve them 

as far as they are able; and if children deserve to die that curse their parents, 

much more those that starve them.” (Matthew Henry) 

Parents expend a lot of resources and energy bringing up children. Most 

parents try to do their best. Sometimes parents show their imperfection and screw 

up. Either way, children are faced with a choice. They can honor their parents as 

God intended, or they can dishonor them. The fourth commandment is 

unconditional. God did not say a child should honor his or her parents if all the 

children’s conditions are met to their liking. He expects us to honor our parents, 

period. That means forgiveness, reconciliation, and unconditional love. Sounds 

like the attitude of Jesus. 

So why was Jesus upset with the Jewish grown-up children who were 

exclaiming “Corban” as a reason to avoid helping their parents? Corban means a 

“gift or offering to God.” (Pulpit Commentary) 

The children were saying that what the starving parents might have expected 

from them as help would not be given to them, but rather was already promised 

for religious purposes and not available for any other reason. But this was done 

out of selfishness just to avoid helping their parents. It is as if the children were 

implying they would be sinning by giving anything they had declared “Corban” to 

their parents, no matter how needy the parents were. Essentially, they were 

simply bypassing God’s commandment to honor Father and Mother, selfishly 

avoiding sharing their resources as God intended. And they were doing this to 

their parents. 

The Jewish culture had fallen far from God and had embraced man-made ideas 

and tradition. They thought they had figured out how to do evil while calling it their 

“right”. Sound familiar?  

Read Isaiah 5.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+5&version=ESV


Wednesday – I Was Lost 
But Now I’m Found 

By Abby Hamm 

“I tell you, there will be more joy in heaven 

over one sinner who repents than 

over ninety-nine righteous persons 

who need no repentance.” 

Luke 15:7 

 

Ryan Bulson has been locating lost dogs for desperate owners for over eight 

years. Known as the “Bounty Hunter” he is legendary for his customized traps 

designed for each individual dog. In his interview with WQAD News 8 he explained 

how each canine has a unique personality and set of habits that must be taken 

into account before designing a trap that will work well.  

This may sound like unnecessary effort but Bulson swears it’s worth it in the 

end. In spite of all the work Bulson puts into locating misplaced mutts, he does it 

for free. He is motivated purely by his desire to see families reunited with their 

precious pups. 

Bulson and the families he helps go to extremes to find their lost animals. The 

process may seem unnecessarily complicated, but Bulson will go to great lengths 

to bring a lost dog back home.  

When we see Jesus in Mark 5, He isn’t chasing after lost dogs but He is in 

pursuit of lost and broken souls. When we are introduced to Legion, the demon 

possessed man, we see a lost individual who has been abandoned by those who 

loved him and has resorted to a life alone in the catacombs.  

Jesus pursued an obvious outcast and went to extreme lengths to free him from 

the demons that held him captive. Jesus could have chosen to go to people who 

looked like Him, thought like Him, and acted like Him, yet He chose to visit an 

eerie collection of tombs after an already long night, to bring a lost soul home.  

People will do crazy things to be reunited with their pets and Jesus goes to 

great lengths to find us.  

Read Luke 15 to see how desperately Jesus desires to see the lost brought 

home. 

  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=luke+15&version=ESV


Thursday – Traditions-Good or Bad? 
By Jim Pike 

"Jesus replied, “And why do you break the command 

of God for the sake of your tradition?" 

Matthew 15:3 

 

Someone said tradition is the living faith of those now dead, and traditionalism 

is the dead faith of those now living. Some traditions are good, some bad, and 

some hilarious. One Chinese tradition has a husband carrying his pregnant wife 

over live coals in his bare feet believing the wife will have an easy and successful 

child birth. I imagine a lot of husbands would respond, "Honey, you are on your 

own." 

American traditions like standing for the national anthem and saluting the flag 

are good. Christian traditions like biblical marriage, Christmas, Easter, and 

attending church on Sunday are good. However, if such observances are only 

traditions, they become empty rituals void of meaning. Some traditions are 

harmful and antithetical to Scripture. 

Jesus came to a Gentile area to minister to people. Mark tells us He healed a 

demon possessed man. Matthew says He healed many who were sick. Some 

Pharisees came from Jerusalem to question Jesus. They saw His disciples eating 

without the ceremonial washing of hands. This was not a matter of hygiene, but 

part of their religious practice. The minimum amount of water used was enough 

to fill one and one half egg shells. The water was poured on the hands with the 

fingers pointed upwards, and had to run off the wrists. That water was now 

unclean and if it touched the fingers again, they became unclean. This was 

repeated with the fingers pointing downward. When they asked Jesus why the 

disciples did not abide by the traditions of the elders but ate with unwashed hands, 

Jesus called them hypocrites. He said they paid more attention to traditions of 

men than they did to the commandments of God. 

Jesus was more concerned with unclean hearts than with unclean hands. In 

response to their question, He said what makes a person unclean is not what 

goes into the mouth, but what comes from within. He said such sins as evil 

thoughts, sexual immorality, theft, murder, adultery, greed, malice, and others 

come from within and defile a person. They are birthed in the mind before they 

are acted upon. 

The Pharisees concern with traditions revealed their unclean hearts. They had 

no love for Gentiles. They considered them unclean, fit only to fuel the fires of hell. 

On another occasion Jesus said the Pharisees were like whitewashed tombs. 

They look good on the outside, but are full of decaying dead remains. 

Jesus later encountered a Gentile Canaanite woman, which was against the 

tradition of the elders. She came pleading for Jesus to heal her demon possessed 

daughter. Jesus drew out her faith and then healed her daughter. He did not let 

tradition stand in the way. Religious traditions may be good, but must never be 

substituted for the commands of God.  



Friday 
By Kenny Tibbetts 

 

Scripture 

“O Lord, you have searched me and known me! You know when I sit down and 

when I rise up; you discern my thoughts from afar. You search out my path and 

my lying down and are acquainted with all my ways. Even before a word is on 

my tongue, behold, O Lord, you know it altogether. You hem me in, behind and 

before, and lay your hand upon me. Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; it 

is high; I cannot attain it.” 

Psalm 139:1-6 

 

 

Pause 

1. Do you have someone in your life who knows you inside and out and still 

loves you? How does that make you feel? 

 

 

 

2. The same God who knows you this intimately was willing to die for you 

despite knowing every failure and even every thought you’ve ever had. 

What does that tell you about Jesus and about yourself? 

 

 

 

Pursue 

Read the remainder of Psalm 139 this week and celebrate the God who knows 

you and loves you exhaustively. 

 

 

Pray 
Ask God to make you holy as He is holy. Thank God for providing grace where 

you fall short. Ask God to give you the boldness and courage it takes to share 

this Good News with others.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+139+&version=ESV


Weekend – Welcome Center 
By Phillip Hamm 

 

The paint is drying, the dust is settling, and the furniture is being moved into 

place. The Welcome Center is almost complete!  

We will be dedicating it to the Lord’s work on June 30th. As we get closer to that 

day will you pray with me that God will use this building to reach our community 

for Christ?  

Read Nehemiah 8:1-12. The newly built wall is being dedicated. What does 

Nehemiah do? How do the people respond? What lessons can we apply from the 

dedication of the wall around Jerusalem to our own new building?  

Join us at 6 pm, Sunday, June 30th.in the new First Baptist Church Welcome 

Center.

Pray for the World: Honduras 

A mountainous land with rain forests and fertile coastal plains on the Caribbean 

and Pacific coasts, Honduras is the size of the state of Virginia. Of the 7.6 million 

people who live there, 96% profess to be Christian. 

The government faces an uphill battle in establishing true stability and order. A 

young nation, Honduras’ colonial past and military rule for most of its independence 

mean that democratic structures and mentalities must be nurtured. Corruption within 

the government, preferential treatment of the rich minority and prevalent poverty 

make the nation vulnerable to structures of sin. Pray for righteousness and for wise 

and resolute governance. 

Pray for: a) Student outreach. With a burgeoning young population, many 

churches are also taking up ministry to children and students. b) Christian literature. 

Hosanna and Vida’s bookstores are important resources for Christian growth. c) 

Radio. National radio gives time to several evangelical churches, and there are 41 

local evangelical radio stations and two TV channels as well as Internet radio.                                                                                    

(operation world) 

Prepare for Worship 

   As you prepare your heart for worship Sunday morning read Psalm 6.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Nehemiah+8%3A1-12&version=ESV
http://www.operationworld.org/prayer-calendar
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=psalm+6&version=ESV




 


