
 



 
  



Sermon Notes – Hope – Colossians 1:1-7 
 

Big Idea: _____________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 

 
Application: _________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________



Discussion Questions 
• In Colossians 1:2, Paul calls the recipients of his letter faithful brothers and 

sisters. Would you be considered as faithful in the work of the church? 

 

• In verse 4 Paul states that he has heard of their faith. What would people say 
they have heard about you? 

 

• Paul emphasizes that the Colossians hoped in the Gospel. Define the Gospel. 
 

• Our hope should be in the Gospel of Jesus Christ. Paul states in Galatians 
1:6-7 that there is not another Gospel, no matter the efforts of some to distort 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ.  What does a distortion of the Gospel look like 
today?  

 

• The church in Colossae placed their hope in the Gospel, which resulted in 
their hope being reserved in Heaven. What temporary pleasures do we 
pursue that take our eyes off the hope we have in Heaven? 

 

• Read 1 Peter 1:3-5. How does knowing your inheritance in Heaven is 
imperishable, undefiled, and will not fade away change your perspective 
about the temporary things of this earth?  

 

• Our hope in the Gospel should lead us to bear fruit 
here on the Earth. What are you doing to bear fruit 
for the Gospel? 

 

• The church in Colossae had their hope in the Gospel, 
knowing it was reserved in Heaven and bearing fruit 
here on Earth. What can you do in your life to make 
your hope in the Gospel firm?  

 

• Recommended resources: 

Above All: The Gospel is the Source of the Church’s 
Renewal by JD Greear 

What is the Gospel? by Greg Gilbert   

One-Year Bible 
Reading Plan 
WEEK 26 
 Day 126 

1 Cor 12:12-13:13 
Ps 102:1–11 
 Day 127 

1 Cor 14 
Ps 102:12–28 
 Day 128 

1 Cor 15:1-34 
Ps 103:1–9 
 Day 129 

1 Cor 15:35-16:24 
Ps 103:10–22 
 Day 130 

Judges 2-3 
Ps 104:1–15 
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Monday 

By Kenny Tibbetts 

Scripture 
“The elder to the elect lady and her children, whom I love in truth, and not only 
I, but also all who know the truth, because of the truth that abides in us and will 
be with us forever: Grace, mercy, and peace will be with us, from God the Father 
and from Jesus Christ the Father's Son, in truth and love. I rejoiced greatly to 
find some of your children walking in the truth, just as we were commanded by 
the Father. And now I ask you, dear lady—not as though I were writing you a 
new commandment, but the one we have had from the beginning—that we love 
one another. And this is love, that we walk according to his commandments; 
this is the commandment, just as you have heard from the beginning, so that 
you should walk in it.”  2 John 1:1-7 

 

Pause 
1. What would you say are the two main themes of this passage? 

 

 

 

2. Do you place more emphasis on love or on truth in your own life? 
 
 

 

3. Jesus loves us enough to tell us the truth, even the truth we don’t want to 
hear. Is there someone in your life who needs to hear the truth? 

 

 

 

Pursue 
Finish reading 2 John. Underline everything that has to do with truth and circle 
everything that has to do with love. 

 

Pray 
Thank Jesus for loving you enough to tell you the truth about the sinful condition 
of your own heart. Ask God to bless you personally as well as our church 
corporately with the ability to speak the truth in love.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+John+1&version=ESV


Tuesday – Rejoicing in Hope 
By George Volpe 

“Rejoice in hope, be patient in tribulation, be constant in prayer.” 
Romans 12:12 

 

The comedian Mel Brooks said “Hope for the Best. Expect the worst. Life is a 
play. We're unrehearsed.” 

The world says hope is merely a fond wish or desire. It’s like guessing at the 
unknown. But the words used for hope in the Bible tell a different story. They teach 
us that hope is “A deep settled confidence that God will keep His promises.” 

Every day we are hoping for victories. It could be as small as making a good 
cup of coffee, or as big as watching a loved one open her eyes from a coma. 
Some things we can control, and others we cannot. If we have some control of 
the outcome, like when we face an exam in school, we can study hard and do our 
best but until we know the results, we often lower our expectations in order to 
protect ourselves in advance from possible disappointment.  

There are plenty of times in our lives when we do not have the control we would 
like. Those are the times that truly test our trust that God has the best for us 
regardless of the circumstances that unfold. But it is easy to follow the saying: 
“hope for the best but prepare for the worst.” So how do you keep hope alive when 
the road is getting bumpy and you cannot tell what’s coming?  

When we use the word “hope” we usually are expressing uncertainty. “Biblical 
hope not only desires something good for the future, it expects it to happen.” 
When the Word says, “Hope in God!” it does not mean, “Cross your fingers.” It 
means, to use the words of William Carey, “Expect great things from God.” (John 
Piper) 

A Christian’s hope in the promises of God is something that should never waver 
because it is rooted in the faithfulness of God. It is as good as already 
accomplished, and it is not altered by the circumstances of life. Through the most 
difficult of times so many people who have suffered so much have grown even 
closer to God. The greatest victories are not measured by the gains in our physical 
comfort and temporal strength. They blossom in weakness and an unshakeable 
eternal vision. The victory of the Savior over death and hell gives the Christian a 
“living hope” and a final victory that will never fade away.  

What do your hopes reveal about you? Are you hoping in the transient promises 
and uncertainty the world offers? Or are you hoping and trusting in the unfailing 
and eternal promises of God? Where is the focus in your life? Let your hope rest 
in the only sure foundation.  

Read 1 Peter 1:13-21.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Peter+1%3A13-21&version=ESV


Wednesday 
By Kenny Tibbetts 

 

Scripture 
“As I urged you when I was going to Macedonia, remain at Ephesus so that you 
may charge certain persons not to teach any different doctrine, nor to devote 
themselves to myths and endless genealogies, which promote speculations 
rather than the stewardship from God that is by faith. The aim of our charge is 
love that issues from a pure heart and a good conscience and a sincere faith. 
Certain persons, by swerving from these, have wandered away into vain 
discussion, desiring to be teachers of the law, without understanding either what 
they are saying or the things about which they make confident assertions.” 

1 Timothy 1:3-7 

 

Pause 
1. How does this passage emphasize the importance of truth in the Christian 

life? 

 

 

2. How does this passage emphasize the importance of love in the Christian 
life? 
 

 

 

3. Does our culture see truth as a foundational element of love? 

 

 

Pursue 
Invite an unchurched friend or family member to church this week. 

 

 

Pray 
Ask God to help you become the type of person who can speak truth in love to 
a world that so badly needs to hear it. Thank God that we don’t have to choose 
between truth and love because Jesus is fully truth and fully love.  



Thursday – Overwhelmed by Truth 
By Nick Molick 

“. . . because of the hope laid up for you in heaven. Of this 
you have heard before in the word of the truth, the gospel.” 

Colossians 1:5 
 

If you are a believer in Christ, you have been promised many things. One thing 
you have not been promised is an easy life after accepting Christ. Quite the 
opposite is true in fact. Jesus tells the disciples and anyone else who will listen 
that in the world you will have trouble, and that will be for a multitude of reasons 
as we go through our lives.  

However, all of those struggles and troubles weighing us down can begin to dim 
just a bit when we think of the true truth that has blessedly been given to us by 
Christ Jesus. What do I mean by true truth? Simply that the mere notion of truth 
is so convoluted with everyone living and/or speaking their “truth” that is seems 
necessary to state it as such. True truth, really real. God’s word, inherent and 
infallible.  

When we allow ourselves to be open to the fact that the truth God puts before 
us supersedes any other supposed truth contrived by man, things begin to change 
in major way. We are able to lead not just ourselves, but others in a way that is 
different from the world.  

Paul was a next generation leader. He did not dictate from on high only. He 
came alongside the church and got his tentmakers hands dirty to show servant 
leadership is what he learned and will carry on from Christ. We should do the 
same. It is not enough to devote the few minutes it takes to read these devotions 
and any referenced verses. We need to be on fire for the truth in God’s word and 
what that means to all of us.  

What the church needs today, as it always has needed, is people and leaders 
who are sold out to the truth of the Gospel and not to the truth of this world. We 
need people devoting more than a few fleeting minutes immersing themselves in 
God’s word. We need people overwhelmed by the truth that God gives us. He is 
all sustaining and more than enough for us no matter what we have going on in 
our lives.  

The church should feel like sojourners in this world as we know this is not our 
home. We are called to take our message of Christ’s love, power, redemption and 
glory to everyone else in order that God may be glorified. We need a church that 
is heavenly minded, not worldly minded, so we can unleash that great joyful and 
confident love God has given us. 

How does the truth of God’s word differ from the “truths” we see the world 
displaying today? What can you do to reach out to those lost in a world that is 
seemingly inventing new truths every hour?  



Friday 
By Kenny Tibbetts 

 

Scripture 
“Love is patient and kind; love does not envy or boast; it is not arrogant or rude. 
It does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; it does not rejoice 
at wrongdoing, but rejoices with the truth. Love bears all things, believes all 
things, hopes all things, endures all things.” 

1 Corinthians 13:4-6 

 

 

 

Pause 
1. Can you think of an example of how love “rejoices with the truth?” 

 

 

 

2. How can we tell the truth to people who don’t want to hear it without being 
arrogant or rude? 

 

 

 

Pursue 
Finish reading 1 Corinthians 13. Consider how you might love others like Jesus 
this week. 

 

 

 

Pray 
Pray for this weekend’s services at FBC Palmetto as we continue our series 
Good News!  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Corinthians+13&version=ESV


Weekend – Good News 
By Phillip Hamm 

And as he was setting out on his journey, a man ran up and knelt before 
him and asked him, “Good Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?” 

Mark 10:17 
 

There’s a list of reasons why people think Jesus wouldn’t want them: they’ve 
been married too many times, they’ve abused alcohol, they’ve lied to their 
spouses, they’ve cheated in business, they’ve treated people like animals, so on 
and so on. They carry the guilt of past decisions that seem to forever haunt them. 
They sincerely believe Jesus can’t see past their worst sins.  

Other people, however, think they are perpetually good. Yeah, they’ve messed 
up here and there, but nothing horrible. They can’t imagine their sin would ever 
keep them from Jesus.  

The two groups aren’t all that different. Each has created a barrier which keeps 
them from coming to Christ. One thinks he’s been too bad and the other, good 
enough. The common denominator is that both are wrong. No one can be so bad 
as to be too far away from the reach of Jesus; and no one so good as to not need 
His grace. 

In preparation for Sunday’s worship read Mark 10:17-22. 

Pray for the World: India 

The Republic of India is twice the size of the state of Alaska. Geographically and 
politically, India dominates South Asia and the Indian Ocean. There are 28 Union 
States and seven Union Territories. Hinduism dominates the 1.2 trillion people who 
live there, with only 5.8% professing to be Christian. 

Training Christian workers is an important need that is immediately urgent and 
essential in the long term. The life and health of the Church depend on the proper 
development of pastors, teachers, evangelists and missionaries. In churches, poor 
discipling and lack of teaching and modelling of biblical life and leadership are 
problems. India’s strong philosophical tradition and religious, cultural and ethnic 
diversity make adequate training crucial, but most workers are sent out with very little 
specific preparation for their ministry. There are over 100,000 full-time workers in 
India; about half are pastoring local churches. There is, on average, one trained 
pastor for every six congregations.                                                  (operation world) 

Prepare for Worship 
   As you prepare your heart for worship Sunday morning read Psalm 7.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+10%3A17-22&version=ESV
http://www.operationworld.org/prayer-calendar
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=psalm+7&version=ESV




 


