
 



 
  



Sermon Notes – Good News 
 

Big Idea: _____________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 

 
Application: _________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________



Discussion Questions 
• What excuses do people give for not following Jesus? Which ones are 

legitimate and which ones aren’t? 

 

• If the young man thought he had kept all the commandments, why did he ask 
Jesus how to get eternal life?  

 

• Read Romans 7:7. What is the purpose of the Ten Commandments? How is 
this different than what our culture says? 

 

• Read Ecclesiastes 3:11. Have you seen evidence of this verse being true? 
Give some examples. 

 

• Why do you think the young man from the passage thought he had kept those 
commands? What areas are we fooling ourselves into thinking we are 
obedient to Jesus? 

 

• Why does the story reference how Jesus looked at 
the young man? What does this reveal about the 
heart of Jesus? 

 

• Why did Jesus tell the young man to sell all that he 
had? What was Jesus trying to teach him? 

 

• What is keeping you from following Jesus? What 
obstacles have you set up that let you go only so far 
with Him? What steps do you need to take to remove 
those obstacles?  

  

One-Year Bible 
Reading Plan 
WEEK 27 
 Day 131 

2 Cor 1-2 
Ps 104:16–35 
 Day 132 

2 Cor 3-4 
Ps 105:1–10 
 Day 133 

2 Cor 5:1-6:13 
Ps 105:11–25 
 Day 134 

2 Cor 6:14-8:24 
Ps 105:26–45 
 Day 135 

Judges 4-5 
Ps 106:1–9 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=romans+7%3A7&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ecclesiastes+3%3A11&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Cor+1-2&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+104%3A16%E2%80%9335&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Cor+3-4&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+105%3A1%E2%80%9310&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Cor+5%3A1-6%3A13&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+105%3A11%E2%80%9325&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Cor+6%3A14-8%3A24&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+105%3A26%E2%80%9345&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Judges+4-5&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+106%3A1%E2%80%939&version=ESV


Monday 

By Kenny Tibbetts 

 

Scripture 
“As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Abide in my love. If you keep 
my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father's 
commandments and abide in his love. These things I have spoken to you, that 
my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be full. “This is my commandment, 
that you love one another as I have loved you. Greater love has no one than 
this, that someone lay down his life for his friends. You are my friends if you do 
what I command you. No longer do I call you servants, for the servant does not 
know what his master is doing; but I have called you friends, for all that I have 
heard from my Father I have made known to you.”  

John 15:9-15 

 

Pause 
Think about verse 9: “As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Abide 
in my love.” 

 

1. How did God love Jesus? How will Jesus then love us? How does that 
relate to the story of the rich young ruler? 

 

 

2. What does it mean to you that Jesus calls you friend and invites you to call 
Him the same? 

 

 

Pursue 
Take some time this week to memorize Verse 9: “As the Father has loved me, 
so have I loved you. Abide in my love.” 

 

 

Pray 
Thank Jesus for loving you. Thank Jesus for laying His life down for your sake. 
Ask Jesus for the strength to follow His commands.  



Tuesday – Show Me the Door 
By George Volpe 

“For if while we were enemies we were reconciled to God by the death of his 
Son, much more, now that we are reconciled, shall we be saved by his life.” 

Romans 5:10 

 

Every so often we are warned about a food recall. Contamination has occurred 
and some food should not be eaten. People who eat the contaminated food get 
sick and sometimes die. All it takes is one mouthful of tainted food, and disaster 
strikes. You can have lots of perfectly good food in your house and eat just one 
contaminated morsel, and you put yourself in danger. Imagining that it is safe will 
not work. 

In the same way, you can keep a list of lots of perfectly good deeds you’ve done 
and reason that you’ve done enough “good” in your life to “offset” the bad. Some 
people like to think that such an imaginary exchange entitles them to a free pass 
into Heaven. They haven’t killed anybody, embezzled millions, or starved their 
children. Surely people as kind as they are “deserve” eternal life.  

The problem is they have invented a man-made standard of what they think is 
good or bad, when they have no heavenly right to do so. The standard for good 
and evil is not comparing my life with others. God is the creator and He alone 
defines what is good. The truth is, none of us is “good” by God’s standard. Only 
God is truly good. All of us are sinners. No one can cleanse his own sinful soul by 
doing or thinking anything. All the nice things in the universe cannot atone for 
even one sin.  

In Mark 10 the rich young ruler felt he was good enough to deserve eternal life. 
He approached Jesus in an attempt to justify his standing with God. Like many 
upstanding people trying to do the right thing, he misunderstood his condition 
before God. He was hoping that his good works and religious standing were 
enough to justify the salvation of his soul. 

In His conversation with the rich young ruler, Christ was not teaching that we 
are saved by keeping the commandments. When the man stated he had kept the 
commandments, Jesus simply showed him that in reality he did not measure up 
to God’s perfect standard. 

The man was not willing to follow the Lord if that meant he must give up his 
wealth. He was breaking the two greatest commands; he did not love his neighbor 
as himself, and he did not love the Lord with all his heart. He loved himself (and 
his money) more. Far from keeping “all” the commandments, as he had claimed, 
this man was a sinner like everyone else. The Law proved it.  

Jesus alone is salvation. He is the Door to Heaven. He is God’s great gift of 
love to mankind.  

Read Romans Chapter 5.   

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+5&version=ESV


Wednesday 
By Kenny Tibbetts 

 

Scripture 
“By this we know love, that he laid down his life for us, and we ought to lay down 
our lives for the brothers. But if anyone has the world's goods and sees his 
brother in need, yet closes his heart against him, how does God's love abide in 
him? Little children, let us not love in word or talk but in deed and in truth.” 

1 John 3:16-18 

 

 

Pause 
1. How can we know what love is? 

 

 

 

2. Can you think of a time when you saw someone in need, but weren’t sure 
what to do about it?  

 

 

 

3. How can we love others like Jesus? 

 

 

 

Pursue 
Help someone in need this week. Tell them about how Jesus helped you. 

 

 

Pray 
Boldly ask God to give you opportunities this week to love with the same 
sacrificial love that Jesus has for you.  



Thursday – Love of Possessions 
Over the Love of God 

By Nick Molick 
“Those who desire to be rich fall into temptation, 

into a snare, into many senseless and harmful desires 
that plunge people into ruin and destruction.” 

1 Timothy 6:9 
 

Each and every one of us are easily distracted, and while we are distracted by 
different things there is an eternal lesson in this fact. Jesus doesn’t want us getting 
distracted or taking our eyes off Him. This is not some type of selfish want by our 
Savior. It is for our eternal flourishing that Jesus prescribes for us to be completely 
satisfied in Him and His promises. Jesus knows we get distracted. It is not a 
surprise to Him. He knows how to counter it in our lives by turning our hearts and 
minds to what is useful and eternally important. 

In the story of the rich young ruler we see the rich young man approach Jesus 
boldly with a question about eternal life. We can see ourselves in this moment. 
This isn’t a disrespectful question. In other faiths this question goes on to be 
curiously unanswered, but Christ and His word are explicit about what we must 
do and believe. The young man wanted answers to life’s big question and Jesus 
draws his mind immediately to one of the first set of laws given to God’s people, 
the Ten Commandments. Look at the man’s response in Mark 10:20. He 
specifically says I have kept all of these. But look at the commandments Jesus 
lists; the do nots of murder, adultery, stealing, bearing false witness, defrauding 
and do honor your father and mother. The man responds by saying he has kept 
all of these from his youth.  

Next look at Jesus’ response to the rich young ruler. He looked at him and loved 
him. Did you catch that? He loved him! Jesus knew that he didn’t keep all of those 
commandments from his youth and He also knew this man’s greatest hindrance 
to entering the Kingdom was his covetousness for possessions. After looking at 
him and loving him Jesus lays out a task that the rich young man could not even 
consider, let alone do. Jesus asks him to sell all that he has and give the proceeds 
to the poor because if he does that Jesus lets the man know that he will have 
treasures in Heaven. This opportunity made the ruler disheartened, sad and he 
walked off knowing he loved his stuff more than his God. 

This is so important for us to understand — that our covetousness for things 
can lead to our destruction. In 1 Timothy 6:12 Paul says that covetousness is to 
be resisted with the fight of faith. This is Paul’s way of stressing the importance of 
this fact and how we can fight against it.  

Our eternal ruin can be achieved when we are distracted by our stuff, our want 
for stuff or inventing our own truth when we don’t like the answers God gives us. 
For us to enter the Kingdom, Jesus gives us the only option ˗ to keep our faith 
and our eyes on Him.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Timothy+6%3A12+&version=ESV


Friday 
By Kenny Tibbetts 

 

Scripture 
“No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. 
For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present 
nor things to come, nor powers, nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all 
creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our 
Lord.” 

Roman 8:37-39 

 

 

 

Pause 
1. Have you ever felt you messed up bad enough that God couldn’t possibly 

love you anymore? 

 

 

 

2. How does it feel to know you cannot be separated from God’s love when 
you are in Jesus? 

 
 

 

 

Pursue 
Slowly read back through the list of things that cannot change Jesus’s love for 
you. 

 

 

Pray 
Pray for our church this weekend. Pray we would be a church that celebrates 
the real love of Jesus in a worthy manner.  



Weekend – Be Real 
By Todd Wilson, desiringGod 

Nobody likes a fake. Even in our airbrush culture, we despise counterfeits and 
crave authenticity. Everyone wants to be real. There is a visible difference 
between real and not-real Christians. It’s not enough to say you’re real; you should 
be able to see you’re real. 

Being real is more than regularly attending church, feeling good about God, or 
“accepting” Jesus as your Savior; it goes beyond being baptized, receiving 
Communion, reciting the creed, or joining in church membership. As important as 
these things are, being real runs deeper than these things. 

Real Christians are new creatures. Physically, they won’t look different than 
others, at least not in the way they dress or keep their hair. Yet real Christians are 
radically changed — they’ve experienced a new birth, received a new heart, and 
enjoy new desires. Which makes them altogether new people who live new lives. 

And it shows. If you’re real, it will reveal itself in your life. Real Christians bear 
the marks of authentic faith in ways that can be seen, heard, and felt. When you 
know what you’re looking for, you can see the marks of real in their lives — and 
in your own. 

Read the article at https://www.desiringgod.org/articles/what-does-it-mean-to-
be-real. 

In preparation for Sunday’s message, read Mark 11. 

Pray for the World: Iceland 

The Republic of Iceland is a volcanic island in the North Atlantic that is 
mountainous and largely barren with many large glaciers. Over 329,000 people 
occupy this country that is the size of Kentucky where 90% profess to be Christian. 

The Bible Society launched in 2000 a new Bible translation, which was well 
received. The 2007 release of the 100-Minute Bible in Icelandic resulted in many 
acquiring Bibles. Pray that many would come back into contact with the transforming 
Word of God. 

Christian Radio. Radio Lindin, which can reach about 90% of the population, 
remains on air and is a blessing to believers. And it has been used to bring some 
unbelievers to faith. It is also available via the Internet.                  (operation world) 

Prepare for Worship 
   As you prepare your heart for worship Sunday morning read Psalm 8.  

https://www.desiringgod.org/articles/what-does-it-mean-to-be-real
https://www.desiringgod.org/articles/what-does-it-mean-to-be-real
https://www.desiringgod.org/articles/what-does-it-mean-to-be-real
http://www.operationworld.org/prayer-calendar
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=psalm+8&version=ESV




 


