
 



 
  



Sermon Notes – Good News 
 

Big Idea: _____________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 

 
Application: _________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________



Discussion Questions 
• What are examples of fair-weather fans? Why do people jump on sport 

bandwagons?  

 

• What are good expectations we can have for Christ? What are you basing 
this off of? 

 

• List some unreasonable expectations people put on God. What leads them 
to assume God will or should do what we want? 

 

• Review the passage. What expectations did the crowd have for Jesus? 
Where did these come from?  

 

• What happened when Jesus didn’t meet their expectations? 

 

• What are some expectations you had for God that He didn’t meet?  

 

• How did you respond when He didn’t do what you 
wanted Him to do? 

 

• Review the life of Jesus. List examples of Jesus 
doing what no one thought He would or could do. 
(Example: touching a leper.) 

 

• Read Isaiah 55:8. How can this passage help change 
our expectations of God? What can we do to have 
healthy expectations of God? 

  

One-Year Bible 
Reading Plan 
WEEK 28 
 Day 136 

2 Cor 9-10 
Ps 106:10–22 
 Day 137 

2 Cor 11 
Ps 106:23–33 
 Day 138 

2 Cor 12 
Ps 106:34–48 
 Day 139 

2 Cor 13 
Ps 107:1–7 
 Day 140 

Judges 6-7 
Ps 107:8–19 
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https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+106%3A23%E2%80%9333&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Cor+12&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+106%3A34%E2%80%9348&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Cor+13&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+107%3A1%E2%80%937&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Judges+6-7&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+107%3A8%E2%80%9319&version=ESV


Monday 

By Kenny Tibbetts 

Scripture 
And as he reclined at table in his house, many tax collectors and sinners were 
reclining with Jesus and his disciples, for there were many who followed him. 
And the scribes of the Pharisees, when they saw that he was eating with sinners 
and tax collectors, said to his disciples, “Why does he eat with tax collectors 
and sinners?” And when Jesus heard it, he said to them, “Those who are well 
have no need of a physician, but those who are sick. I came not to call the 
righteous, but sinners.” 

Mark 2: 15-17 

 

Pause 
1. What did the Pharisees expect Jesus to be like? 

 

 

2. Can you find yourself in this story? Are you sitting with Jesus at the table? 
Are you scoffing with the Pharisees? 

 

 

3. How did the Pharisees react when Jesus didn’t meet their expectations? 

 

 

4. How do we react when Jesus doesn’t do what we want Him to do? 

 

 

Pursue 
Invite a friend or coworker to church this weekend to hear about how Jesus is 
good news for their life. 

 

Pray 
Ask Jesus to make you more like Him. Thank Jesus for coming for you while 
you were yet a sinner. Pray for our church as we seek to reach out to the lost 
like Jesus did.  



Tuesday – God is Nowhere? Or, 
God is Now Here? 

By George Volpe 

  

The triumphal entry of a Roman General was marked with pomp and ceremony 
for a military leader who had vanquished an enemy. Captives were bound and led 
through the streets, swept away in defeat by a demonstration of the Roman 
machine. It was a political and military celebration meant to lift up the champions 
and humiliate the losers.   

A week before He was crucified, Jesus rode into Jerusalem in what we call the 
“triumphal” entry into the city. What was the triumph? Why did it cause such a 
commotion in the streets? Why did the Roman authorities allow such a stirring 
procession?   

Two kinds of people saw Jesus. Some saw the Son of God who heals and 
restores, loves and forgives. They could not and did not contain their praise and 
thanks to Him. The others saw the same Jesus and chose to ignore Him in order 
to defend their selfish and sinful living. But their unbelief and negativity were swept 
away, caught in the noise and excitement of the mob.  

Jesus was not riding on a gallant white steed demanding worship. He rode on 
a lowly donkey. People were making a path for Him with their clothes and palm 
branches. They were singing and praising Him with words the Romans did not 
recognize. The Romans saw Jewish peasants celebrating. But why? Who lifts up 
a man on a donkey? Why did Jesus even bother doing this? 

Jesus had proven to the world that He is indeed the Son of God. For those who 
believed Him, He could be none other than the Messiah, the fulfillment of 
prophecy and the answer to centuries of prayer. Just like today, some people 
were saying, “God is dead!” Others were saying, “God is with us!” One group was 
right. God was there all the time. Jesus had quietly gone about His ministry, but 
those days were over. This was His public declaration of His claim to be the 
Messiah and King of Israel.  

If there is any splendor or glory anywhere, it is God who is responsible. He is 
the designer, the creator, the sustainer of all. He chose to restrict Himself to the 
form of flesh to bring a clear and unmistakable message to save mankind. And in 
spite of all He has communicated to the world, there are still those who refuse to 
see Who He is and what He has accomplished for us even if He walks right by 
them. Jesus is still reaching out to people today.  

How do you see Jesus? Do you simply follow the crowd, or do you bow in 
heartfelt praise to the risen Savior?  

Read Isaiah 42.   

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+42&version=ESV


Wednesday 
By Abby Hamm 

 

Scripture 
“Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you tithe mint and dill and 
cumin, and have neglected the weightier matters of the law: justice and mercy 
and faithfulness. These you ought to have done, without neglecting the others. 
You blind guides, straining out a gnat and swallowing a camel!  “Woe to you, 
scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you clean the outside of the cup and the 
plate, but inside they are full of greed and self-indulgence. You blind Pharisee! 
First clean the inside of the cup and the plate, that the outside also may be 
clean. “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you are like 
whitewashed tombs, which outwardly appear beautiful, but within are full of 
dead people's bones and all uncleanness. So you also outwardly appear 
righteous to others, but within you are full of hypocrisy and lawlessness.” 

Matthew 23:23-28 

 

Pause 
1. How does Jesus’ language toward the Pharisees surprise you? Does it 

align with your expectations of who Jesus is?  

 

 

2. What would Jesus say about your life that may resemble the “tough love” 
he showed the Pharisees? 

 

 

 

Pursue 
Read the remainder of Matthew 23 to better understand the context surrounding 
Jesus’ “tough love.” 

 

 

Pray 
Take a minute to examine your own heart and pray you would be made aware 
of your false expectations of Jesus.   



Thursday – Forgiveness You Cannot 
Get on Your Own 

By Nick Molick 
“And whenever you stand praying, forgive, if you have 

anything against anyone, so that your Father also who 
is in heaven may forgive you your trespasses.” 

Mark 11:25 
 

In the story of the triumphal entry of Jesus into Jerusalem we see a lot of action 
going on. Jesus foretells of a colt and it is there along with what to say to the folks 
who are watching two apostles untie it and take it. We see Jesus teach, we see 
Him take on the money changers and the entire system that had become the 
Temple. And while He was uprooting the debauchery the temple had become the 
chief priests and scribes were plotting a way to destroy Him. They feared Jesus 
and loved their own power more than the Messiah who was literally right in front 
of them. In regard to the money changers in the Temple we see Jesus with real 
human frustration born of a righteous indignation for God’s holiness and glory and 
of His house, the Temple. We can relate to the anger for sure. But can we relate 
to the forgiveness we are also called to? 

Read Luke 6: 12-20. Here we see Jesus preparing to call the twelve apostles 
out of the group of disciples who were with H. Look how he prepares. Jesus prays 
all night; Christ knows the act of assembling His team of apostles will begin the 
timeline to the Cross and He prepares by talking to the Father all night. I believe 
Jesus does this to set the best example for us. Jesus tells us repeatedly that we 
will have trouble in this world. Whether we currently are, or are about to, head into 
it we can, just like Jesus talk to our heavenly Father all night, all day, anytime. He 
always listens and He is always there. What Jesus shares in the closing of the 
story of the entry into Jerusalem is that we need to examine the condition of our 
own heart as we pray.  

As Jesus prepared with a night of prayer, I think it’s completely within His 
character that He prayed for the scribes, the Pharisees and those who would 
conspire against Him. That is the incredible compassion Jesus has and it was 
exhibited in His conversation with the thieves on the cross. That other worldly 
level of compassion and forgiveness Jesus exhibits for us and His directive for 
how to pray in Mark 11:25, lets us know that if we have an issue with someone, 
we need to forgive them so we can be forgiven for our sins. In doing this Jesus is 
telling us that we need so much more of Him and less of ourselves.  

That next level of forgiveness is not in us naturally, or at the very least it doesn’t 
naturally occur in me. This forgiveness is faithfully, reverently and prayerfully 
granted by God softening our hearts, minds and attitudes to become more like 
Jesus. 

Who do you need to forgive before you pray next? How can you prayerfully, 
faithfully and reverently get to the point of forgiveness?  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+6%3A+12-20&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+11%3A25&version=ESV


Friday 
By Kenny Tibbetts 

Scripture 
Again he entered the synagogue, and a man was there with a withered hand. 
And they watched Jesus, to see whether he would heal him on the Sabbath, so 
that they might accuse him. And he said to the man with the withered hand, 
“Come here.” And he said to them, “Is it lawful on the Sabbath to do good or to 
do harm, to save life or to kill?” But they were silent. And he looked around at 
them with anger, grieved at their hardness of heart, and said to the man, 
“Stretch out your hand.” He stretched it out, and his hand was restored. The 
Pharisees went out and immediately held counsel with the Herodians against 
him, how to destroy him. 

Mark 3:3-6 

 

Pause 
1. Did Jesus do what the religious people expected of Him? 

 

 

2. Do you think the man with the withered hand expected Jesus to heal his 
hand on the Sabbath when He was forbidden to work? 
 

 

3. Have you ever thought that Jesus wouldn’t work in your life because of 
who you are or what you have done? 

 

 

Pursue 
Read the remainder of Mark chapter three. Consider how often Jesus is not 
what He was expected to be, and that He doesn’t always do what we want or 
hope He will do. 

 

Pray 
Ask God to give you new eyes to see that even when your expectations aren’t 
met He is totally good and totally in control. Pray that our weekend services 
would reach people with the Good News that Jesus is good even when life isn’t.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=mark+3&version=ESV


Weekend – The Church 
By Phillip Hamm 

“. . . on this rock I will build my church . . .” 
Matthew 16:18 

 

I’m always fascinated when I see a tall building being built near a beach. There’s 
a lot of work that occurs long before you see a structure rising. Give the unstable 
soil of the sand, the building will have to go deep until a solid foundation can be 
laid. Sometimes this requires pilings to be driven many hundreds of feet below 
the surface. Sometimes concrete is poured around them and/or on top of them.  

All of this and much more is done to provide a solid foundation for the building. 
Without this effort, the changing soils at the surface would surely render the 
building unsafe. The same is true in our life. We need to be careful to build our 
lives on something solid.  

Read Matthew 16:13-19. What does it look like to build your life on Jesus? How 
do you know when you have or haven’t done this?

Pray for the World: Indonesia 
 

The Republic of Indonesia, which includes the second largest rain forest, 
is roughly the combined size of Alaska and Nebraska. The Muslim religion 
accounts for 80% of the 232 million inhabitants with 15% professing to be 
Christian. 

A spiritual conflict rages for Indonesia. Ancient and strong occult powers 
seek to oppose the influence of the Gospel, while modern Muslim stratagems 
seek to eliminate Christianity and remove the presence of the Good News.  

Pray specifically for the binding of these powers and for continued growth 
of the Church in the midst of intense opposition and growing persecution. 

                                      (operation world) 

Prepare for Worship 
   As you prepare your heart for worship Sunday morning read Psalm 9.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=matthew+16%3A13-19&version=ESV
http://www.operationworld.org/prayer-calendar
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=psalm+9&version=ESV




 


