
 



 
  



Sermon Notes – The Church 
 

Big Idea: _____________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 

 
Application: _________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________



Discussion Questions 

 
• What is the significance of the location where Jesus established the New 

Testament Church? 

 

 

 

 

 

• What is the importance of the “upon this rock” statement by Jesus in verse 
18? 

 

 

 

 

 

• What does Jesus promise the church as we seek to fulfill our mission? 

 

 

 

 

 

• What do you understand about the role of the church 
in your life, your family, your city, your nation, and to 
the nations?  

One-Year Bible 
Reading Plan 
WEEK 29 
 Day 141 

Gal 1-2 
Ps 107:20–29 
 Day 142 

Gal 3-4 
Ps 107:30–43 
 Day 143 

Gal 5-6 
Ps 108 
 Day 144 

Judges 13-16 
Ps 109:1–10 
 Day 145 

Matt 1-2 
Ps 109:11–31 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Gal+1-2&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+107%3A20%E2%80%9329&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Gal+3-4&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+107%3A30%E2%80%9343&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Gal+5-6&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+108&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Judges+13-16&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+109%3A1%E2%80%9310&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matt+1-2&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+109%3A11%E2%80%9331&version=ESV


Monday 

By Kenny Tibbetts 

 

Scripture 
“For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of 
himself more highly than he ought to think, but to think with sober judgment, 
each according to the measure of faith that God has assigned. For as in one 
body we have many members, and the members do not all have the same 
function, so we, though many, are one body in Christ, and individually members 
one of another.” 

Romans 12:3-5 

 

Pause 
1. How does Paul compare the Church to a literal body? 

 

 

 

2. Have you ever been guilty of thinking of yourself “more highly than you 
ought to?” How might that affect your church life? 

 
 

 

 

3. What gift do you have that can build up the body around you? 

 

 

 

Pursue 
Read the rest of Romans 12. Reflect on what it means not just for you, but for 
your church. 

 

Pray 
Ask God to show you what gift you have that He might use in order to serve 
your church. Pray that you would have a humble heart as God guides you.   

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+12&version=ESV


Tuesday – Upon This Rock 
By Nick Molick 

Jesus replied, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah, for this 
was not revealed to you by man, but by my Father in heaven.” 

Matthew 16:17 

 

The question Jesus asks in Matthew 16:15, “Who do you say I am?” is the most 
important question we will have the privilege to answer in our earthly lives. In this 
part of Matthew, Jesus poses this question to a group of disciples who have seen 
healings, teachings and freedom from demonic possession. Yet they still seemed 
to be grappling with who this Jesus was and what His purpose was.  

No doubt there were some who followed Jesus thinking He was going to be 
some powerful military leader to lead Israel out of the tyranny and possession of 
Rome. While some perhaps saw Him as a political revolutionary who was going 
to lead some type of rebellion. Others could have just been confused, trying to 
figure it all out. 

We have this same question today and we have the great gift of Scripture to 
guide our journey to truth. Yet we still struggle at times or plainly miss the truth 
that stares us right in our faces. Jesus repeatedly tells all who are listening who 
He is. From the woman at the well to the Pharisees in the Temple, Jesus was 
exhibiting and extolling who He was. He is doing the same thing today.  

Through God’s Word we see the heart, compassion, righteousness and mercy 
of Christ put in complete biblical context and that in itself is a blessing. Think of 
the disciples trying to make sense of all Jesus was doing in real time and not 
understanding the ending, even though Jesus kept telling them what was about 
to happen.  

The Bible is given to us so we know who Jesus is. Not so we can answer every 
question, but so we can know the heart of a God who gave His only Son for a 
bunch of sinners so He could have a relationship with them. The Rock Jesus is 
building His church upon is not a concrete cornerstone. It is the fact that He is the 
Christ, God incarnate, and He came to save sinners.  

He is still about that task today. Jesus is building His Church on the Rock of His 
deity daily through His Word and through His believers who exhibit His love, 
mercy, compassion and truth to their community and beyond.  



Wednesday 
By Kenny Tibbetts 

Scripture 
“So if there is any encouragement in Christ, any comfort from love, any 
participation in the Spirit, any affection and sympathy, complete my joy by being 
of the same mind, having the same love, being in full accord and of one mind. 
Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility count others more 
significant than yourselves. Let each of you look not only to his own interests, 
but also to the interests of others. Have this mind among yourselves, which is 
yours in Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the form of God, did not count 
equality with God a thing to be grasped, but emptied himself, by taking the form 
of a servant, being born in the likeness of men. And being found in human form, 
he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on 
a cross.” Philippians 2: 1-8 

 

Pause 
1. Why do you think humility is so important to the church? 

 

 

 

2. In what way is Jesus our perfect example of humility? 

 

 

 

Pursue 
Memorize verses 6-8: “Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in 
Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the form of God, did not count equality 
with God a thing to be grasped, but emptied himself, by taking the form of a 
servant, being born in the likeness of men. And being found in human form, he 
humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a 
cross.” 

 

Pray 
Ask God to give you the humility it takes to give more of yourself to the work of 
His Church. Pray that your church would be more perfectly aligned to His will.  



Thursday – The Rock in a World of Sand 
By David Mathis, desiringGod 

 
It may be the most overlooked aspect of the gospel. It probably doesn’t sound 

like especially good news, but just history — the lives of a few ordinary men. 
Maybe, though, you’ll marvel with me at the wisdom of God, and the magnificent 
investment of Christ, in creating this reality called the apostles. 

It’s important to note that Jesus’s authoritative spokesmen are not only a 
limited, clearly vested group, but they are also a plurality — not a solitary 
individual. 

Personal visions are the province of liars and lunatics. Individual visions, with 
history-altering claims, and no witnesses to verify, make for the beginnings of 
false religion, as in the tragic shams of Joseph Smith, Muhammad, and too many 
others.  

Our confidence would be left wanting had the risen Christ appeared only to one 
apostle and left the resurrection account to his word alone. But instead, our faith 
is enriched with multiple witnesses, persuasive in the unison of their testimony. 
Lunacy is ruled out by such a plurality. Conspiracy is dispelled when the witnesses 
risk their own lives to stand by their story. 

The blessed plurality of the apostles also highlights the uniqueness of Christ as 
the lone singularity in the church. The apostles are plural. Local church leadership 
is plural (1 Timothy 5:17; Acts 20:17; Philippians 1:1; James 5:14). We have but 
one singular leader who stands between the people and their God: the man Christ 
Jesus (1 Timothy 2:5). 

Even when Jesus appeared specifically to Paul on his way to Damascus, Paul 
was not alone. His traveling companions heard the voice (Acts 9:7), saw the light 
(Acts 22:9), and could testify that something extraordinary had overpowered him, 
and that he wasn’t out of his mind or making this up. 

So alongside the great truths of the gospel — Jesus’s divinity (“he is Lord of 
all,” Acts 10:36) and full humanity (“Jesus of Nazareth,” Acts 10:38), and death, 
and resurrection, and offer of “forgiveness of sins through his name” (Acts 10:43) 
— this additional ray of glory shines in the apostolic gospel: He appeared “not to 
all the people,” but to those he chose, and prepared, as his witnesses — twelve 
ordinary men whose teaching is still leaving an extraordinary impact in the world 
today. 

This is Jesus caring well for his church. You are greatly loved. The risen Christ 
not only loved you by going to the cross for you — the great demonstration of his 
love — but he also loved you by planning ahead for your flourishing. He chose 
and discipled twelve men, and he appointed them as his authoritative spokesmen, 
so that you would have a rock to stand on in a world of quicksand. 

Read the entire article at https://www.desiringgod.org/articles/the-rock-in-a-
world-of-sand.  

https://www.desiringgod.org/articles/the-rock-in-a-world-of-sand
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Tim%205.17
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Acts%2020.17
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Phil%201.1
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/James%205.14
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Tim%202.5
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Acts%209.7
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Acts%2022.9
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Acts%2010.36
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Acts%2010.38
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Acts%2010.43
https://www.desiringgod.org/articles/the-rock-in-a-world-of-sand
https://www.desiringgod.org/articles/the-rock-in-a-world-of-sand


Friday 
By Kenny Tibbetts 

 

Scripture 
“Do all things without grumbling or disputing, that you may be blameless and 
innocent, children of God without blemish in the midst of a crooked and twisted 
generation, among whom you shine as lights in the world.” 

Philippians 2: 14-15 

 

 

Pause 
1. What do you think it would take for the church to “shine as lights in the 

world?” 

 

 

 

2. How can our church help people shine? 
 
 

 

3. How does “grumbling and disputing” hurt the church’s witness in the world? 

 

 

 

 

Pursue 
Invite someone to one of our Sunday services this week. 

 

 

 

Pray 
Pray for our services this Sunday. Ask God to move powerfully. Ask the Holy 
Spirit to work in the hearts and minds of lost people this weekend and guide 
them to our church.  



Weekend – Loving God 
By Todd Poppell 

“And you shall love the Lord your God 
with all your heart and with all your soul and 
with all your mind and with all your strength.” 

Mark 12:30  
 

One thing I love to do for three quarters of the year is watch baseball. Almost 
every night I’m drawn to watch the boys of summer. Every game is full of action, 
(in my opinion) either batting or pitching or defense. There are stolen bases, 
walks, errors, double plays, triples and home runs.  

To win the game managers break it down to a few simple things; hitting the ball, 
throwing the ball, and catching the ball. Whichever team does those three things 
the best will win the game.  

Following Jesus and living the life He wants for us may seem complicated, but 
in this week’s text, Jesus breaks it down to two things; loving God and loving 
others. Easy to say but difficult to fulfill.  

What are you doing to fulfill the Greatest Commandment? In preparation for this 
Sunday’s sermon, read Mark 12.

Pray for the World: Iran 

A central desert ringed by mountains, the Islamic Republic of Iran is situated 
between the Caspian Sea to the north and the Persian Gulf and Gulf of Oman to the 
south. Iran is similar in size to the state of Alaska and of the 79 million people, 99% 
are Muslim. 

Pray for the Iranian Diaspora who are around four million. They have found refuge 
in the US, Canada, Western Europe, Turkey and the Gulf States. There are probably 
about 800 Persian-speaking Iranian churches and house fellowships, totaling around 
200,000 people. Unity is frequently a challenge. Yet these diaspora Christians are 
highly active and generous regarding ministry into Iran and among other Iranians 
abroad; their contribution in this regard is crucial. 

Young people are particularly responsive to the Gospel. With nearly two-thirds of 
the population under age 30, with disillusionment at an all-time high and with 
frustrated desires for freedom, there is a unique window of opportunity to impact this 
generation with the liberating Good News about Jesus.                    (operation world) 

Prepare for Worship 
   As you prepare your heart for worship Sunday morning read Psalm 10.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+12&version=ESV
http://www.operationworld.org/prayer-calendar
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=psalm+10&version=ESV




 


