
 



 
  



Sermon Notes – Good News 
 

Big Idea: _____________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 

 
Application: _________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________



Discussion Questions 
• What does this passage teach you about God? About us? 

 

 

• How does this passage point us to the Gospel? How does it challenge you? 
How does it change you? 

 

 

• How does Jesus turn the tables on the Sadducees so that they go from being 
the judges to being judged? 

 

 

• Jesus told the scribe that he is not far from the Kingdom. Why is he closer 
than the others?  

 

 

• Why is it important to know the command to love God with our whole heart 
and to know the promise that God loves us with His whole heart?  

 

 

• How does the Good News of the Gospel empower 
our obedience to the Great Commandment? 

 

 

• What makes it hard for you to love God with 
everything you’ve got? What makes it hard to love 
others?  

 

 

• What idols in your life get in the way of loving God 
and others?  

One-Year Bible 
Reading Plan 
WEEK 30 
 Day 146 

Matt 3-4 
Ps 110 
 Day 147 

Matthew 5:1-32 
Ps 111 
 Day 148 

Matt 5:33-6:18 
Ps 112–113 
 Day 149 

Matt 6:19-7:29 
Ps 114 
 Day 150 

Ruth 1-4 
Ps 115 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matt+3-4&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+110&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+5%3A1-32&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+111&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matt+5%3A33-6%3A18&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+112%E2%80%93113&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matt+6%3A19-7%3A29&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+114&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ruth+1-4&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+115&version=ESV


Monday 

By Kenny Tibbetts 

 

Scripture 
 

“I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. 
The life I now live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me 
and gave himself for me. I do not set aside the grace of God, for if righteousness 
could be gained through the law, Christ died for nothing.” 

Galatians 2:20-21 

 

 

Pause 
1. Can you remember a time when you tried to earn God’s love? 

 

 

 

2. What do you suppose it means to be “crucified with Christ?” 
 

 

 

3. What steps can you take this week to “live by faith in the Son of God?” 

 

 

 

Pursue 
Memorize Galatians 2:20: “I have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I 
who live, but Christ who lives in me. And the life I now live in the flesh I live by 
faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me.” 

 

Pray 
Ask that God would allow you to live by faith that He has finished the work of 
your salvation. Ask God to show you how you might respond to that fact. 

  



Tuesday – It All Belongs to Jesus 
By George Volpe 

 

Who owns the most land in the world? The answer the world will give you is 
Queen Elizabeth II. The British commonwealth lays claim to an impressive 6.6 
billion acres of land around the world. How did they accumulate such an empire? 
They explored new lands, claimed ownership, and because they were strong 
enough, their claims stuck. But I have a question. Who owned the earth before 
Great Britain? Or any country? Who made everything in the first place?  

The Bible says, “The heavens are yours, the earth also is yours: as for the world 
and the fulness of it, you have created it.” (Psalm 89:11) We weren’t there so we 
either believe God’s word, or we believe the word of men, self-proclaimed experts 
whose clever explanations have resonated with a godless world for years. 

Those who believe God also believe that everything belongs to Him, and that 
we are stewards of His creation. We realize everything around us and everything 
we have is a gift from God. He has provided a world of resources that enables us 
to satisfy our needs, to benefit others, and to glorify Him. But He doesn’t micro-
manage us in our use of His world. We are free to make good things or destructive 
things. We are free to use His gifts or to deny them, neglect them, misuse, abuse, 
or waste them. But He will hold us accountable. 

Jesus rode into Jerusalem on a donkey and took charge at the Temple, 
restoring integrity and order. When they could not debate His authority, He used 
the parable of the tenants in the vineyard to bring to light the wicked workings of 
the selfish and sinful religious leaders—and they knew it. They had rejected the 
Son of God just as their fathers had rejected and killed the prophets before them.  

Instead of recognizing Jesus as Messiah and Lord of all they sought to discredit 
and destroy Him to provide room for their sin. Instead of obeying the clear 
commands of God and worshipping the One who had given them all things, they 
arrogantly invented their own rules to empower themselves at the expense of 
others, while claiming to be examples of pious living. They assumed ownership 
of that which was never theirs and disregarded both the opportunities and 
responsibilities of godly stewardship.  

Jesus has not given us a world of resources so we can ignore His ownership 
and make our own rules. He is not providing the opportunities of life so we can 
hoard all the benefits. We are His children, created by Him and for Him. We are 
all responsible ambassadors, created to serve and to fulfill His eternal plan.  

Read Ephesians 2.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ephesians+2&version=ESV


Wednesday – The Hopelessness and 
Hope of the Greatest Commandments 

By Jon Bloom, desiringGod 
“You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul 
and with all your mind. This is the great and first commandment. And a 

second is like it: You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” Matthew 22:37-39 
 

There are no commandments in the Bible more devastating than the two that 
Jesus said are the greatest. (Matthew 22:37-30). I have never once kept even the 
first clause of the foremost commandment: “you shall love the Lord your God with 
all your heart.” At the very best moments of my life, when my affections for God 
have been the highest and my devotion the strongest, my heart has been polluted 
with the indwelling sin of selfishness. And I am rarely at my highest and strongest. 

When added to all my heart is all my soul (everything that animates my physical 
and emotional being) and all my mind (every thought and intellectual desire), I am 
thrice condemned. Heart, soul, and mind overlap to cover my entire self. I have 
never, ever loved God entirely.  

And then, if one impossible command wasn’t enough, Jesus adds to 
Deuteronomy 6:5 the impossible command of Leviticus 19:18: “you shall love your 
neighbor as yourself.” I have never once loved my neighbor as myself. The 
pathological selfishness resident in me makes loving even those I love the most 
impossible to love as myself. I have to repent daily for some way I sinfully put 
myself before others around me.  

Who will deliver me from my wretchedness? The answer is almost too good to 
be true: “Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord!” (Romans 7:25) God 
himself saves me — and you — from the condemnation of the two greatest 
commandments that he himself commanded! (Romans 8:3–4) 

Jesus loved the Father with all his heart, all his soul, and all his mind on our 
behalf. And he loved us, his neighbors, even while we were still sinful enemies 
(Romans 5:8), as he loved himself — truly as he loved himself. He became sin 
for us that we might become his righteousness (2 Corinthians 5:21). This made 
us no longer just neighbors, but actually part of himself — his body (1 Corinthians 
12:27). 

Outside of Christ, we are only wretched. The two greatest commandments 
reveal just how wretched we are. But in Christ, united to him, we are completely 
forgiven of our constant failure to keep them and his constant and perfect keeping 
of them is credited to us.  

And one day, “when freed from sinning,” we too will have the joy of keeping 
them constantly and perfectly just as Christ does. One day we will know the thrill 
of loving God with our entire being and the delightful, pure freedom of loving 
others as ourselves. 

Read the article at www.desiringgod.org/articles/the-hopelessness-and-hope-
of-the-greatest-commandments. 

https://www.desiringgod.org/articles/the-hopelessness-and-hope-of-the-greatest-commandments
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matt%2022.37
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Deut%206.5
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Lev%2019.18
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rom%207.25
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rom%208.3%E2%80%934
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rom%205.8
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/2%20Cor%205.21
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Cor%2012.27
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Cor%2012.27


Thursday – Be About God’s Business 
By Nick Molick 

“What will the owner of the vineyard do? 
He will come and destroy the tenants 

and give the vineyard to others.” 
Mark 12:9 

 

In the parable of the tenants (Mark 12) we see Jesus take all who would listen 
on a trip though the history of the Hebrew people and it would affect all who 
eventually hear His word. The parable begins with a man who plants a vineyard, 
puts a fence around it, builds a tower and dug a pit for the winepress. Basically, 
the man set the tenants up with everything they need to be fruitful and produce 
wine. But the story takes a turn when the man sends his servant to get some of 
the “fruit of the vineyard.” 

In the course of the story, the many servants the man sent were met in rude 
fashion; some beaten, and some were even killed. They would not produce wine 
or give the fruit of the vineyard to the one who made the vineyard. This seems 
more than just rude, but criminal for these people to act in such a disgusting way; 
withholding from this man what is rightfully his. Finally, the man sends his beloved 
son who meets his death at the hands of these murderous tenants. 

What are we to make of all of this? This is a story of the prophets of God 
repeatedly coming to the people of God and calling them to righteousness and 
repentance. The first chosen by God, the Hebrew people, led by the failing 
religious leaders (who are depicted by the tenants), rejected the prophets over 
and over again. These tenants were given authority over the people of God but 
were more focused on their own power and self-preservation than producing fruit 
for God.  

This lesson is for us as well. We may not be given authority over God’s people, 
but we are called to produce fruit and to be about God’s business, even when it 
may seem like He has gone far away.  

The closing of the parable shows the man (God) sending his beloved son to the 
tenants (religious leaders) to try one last time to get some fruit from the vineyard. 
But they kill him and throw him out of what the man had built. Jesus then quotes 
Psalm 118:22-23 which talks about the victory that God gives to His Messiah and 
establishes Him on His throne.  

Even in the face of death Jesus is sure of His victory and the faithfulness of His 
Father. We can also have that same confidence in God’s ultimate victory and His 
want for us to love Him and always be about His business. 

Read Isaiah 5:1-7. How can we be sure we are loving Christ, being about His 
business, and accepting His grace that lets us in His vineyard?  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=psalm+118%3A22-23&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=isaiah+5%3A1-7&version=ESV


Friday 
By Kenny Tibbetts 

 

Scripture 
“For the love of Christ controls us, because we have concluded this: that one 
has died for all, therefore all have died; and he died for all, that those who live 
might no longer live for themselves but for him who for their sake died and was 
raised.” 

2 Corinthians 5:14-15 

 

 

Pause 
1. How did reading this passage make you feel? 

 

 

 

2. How might this passage feel differently if you replaced the word “love” with 
“law” or “command?” 

 
 

 

3. How is living in response to Jesus’ love and sacrifice for you better than 
obedience to the law? 

 

 

 

Pursue 
Invite someone to one of our church services this Sunday! 

 

 

Pray 
Ask God to remind you continually this week of His loving sacrifice for you. Pray 
for the strength to live in response to that love.  



Weekend – Will You Be a Believer 
Tomorrow Morning? 

By John Piper, desiringGod 
“Do you see all these great buildings?” replied Jesus. “Not one 

stone here will be left on another; every one will be thrown down.” 
Mark 13:2 

 
How do you know you will still be a believer when you wake up in the morning? 

And every morning till you meet Jesus? The biblical answer is: God will see to it.  
Enduring in faith is not owing to our first profession of faith the way health is 

owing to a one-time vaccination. Enduring faith happens because the great 
physician does his sustaining work every day. We keep believing in Christ not 
because of antibodies left over from conversion, but because God does his life-
giving, faith-preserving work every day. 

Because God will see to it, we will — not just must — endure to the end. If we 
have been justified by faith, we will be glorified. It is as good as done. 

If you know your future is secured by your omnipotent, ever-keeping God, the 
threats of earth and hell cannot stop you from spreading his fame. The inference 
Paul drew from “those whom he justified he also glorified” was “If God is for us, 
who can be against us?” (Romans 8:31). Therefore, we will risk “tribulation, 
distress, persecution, famine, nakedness, danger, and sword” (Romans 8:35). 
Because nothing can separate us from the love of God in Christ (Romans 8:39).

Pray for the World: Israel 

With a population of 7.2 million, the State of Israel is roughly equal to the total land 
mass of Hawaii. The Jewish religion dominates 75% of the people with a mere 2% 
professing to be Christian. 

Followers of Jesus in Israel are a mix of Messianic Jews, foreign believers and 
Arab-Israeli Christians. All three groups have grown recently, the result of both 
immigration and conversion. 

Pray for unity between Messianic Jews and Arab Christians. A quiet revolution in 
relationships between Jewish and Arab believers is beginning in the Holy Land. The 
recently formed Convention of Evangelical Churches is a major step forward. Jewish 
and Arab believers cooperate in ministry through the National Evangelism 
Committee. Their joint outreach efforts into Muslim areas are well received. Pray that 
there might be grace among all who call upon Jesus to love, support and bear with 
one another.                                                                                    (operation world) 

Prepare for Worship 
   As you prepare your heart for worship Sunday morning read Psalm 11.  

https://www.desiringgod.org/articles/will-you-be-a-believer-tomorrow-morning
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rom%208.31
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rom%208.35
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rom%208.39
http://www.operationworld.org/prayer-calendar
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=psalm+11&version=ESV




 


