
 



 
  



Sermon Notes – Good News 
 

Big Idea: _____________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 

 
Application: _________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________



Discussion Questions 
• List ways the world seems to be getting worse. (internationally, nationally, 

locally, personally) 

• How do we respond to these circumstances? Why do people universally long 
for things to be better? What attempts do they take to make them better? 

• What are the circumstances surrounding the passage today? Why is it 
important to understand the circumstances in which Jesus is speaking?  

• Jesus describes some of the bad that will occur in the world. Discuss the 
consequences these will have on such things like national and world 
economies, worldwide and local governments, families, etc.  

• Revelation 6-8 seems to be describing, in more detail, what Jesus is 
referencing. What is your reaction? How would a Christian in North Korea or 
China respond to the same passage?  

• American Christians have experienced a historically unprecedented amount 
of peace and prosperity. How does this effect the way we read passages like 
these? Where are we accurate and where does our peace and prosperity 
potentially blind us? 

• Using your imagination, what do you think the return of Christ will look like? 
Compare and contrast the second coming to His first.  

• What will change when He comes again? Discuss in 
detail how His return affects the natural creation, 
relationships, sin and temptation, governments, 
health, etc.  

• Jesus says twice to “be on guard” (Mark13:9,23) 
when explaining the circumstances surrounding the 
end of time. Why does He say that? How can we be 
on guard? 

• If the Good News for believers is that it’s going to get 
better, what’s the bad news for those who don’t trust 
in Christ? 

  

One-Year Bible 
Reading Plan 
WEEK 31 
 Day 151 

Matt 8 
Ps 116 

 Day 152 
Matt 9  
Ps 117 
 Day 153 

Matt 10 
Ps 118:1–12 
 Day 154 

Matt 11 
Ps 118:13–29 
 Day 155 

1 Samuel 1-3 
Ps 119:1–8 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Revelation+6-8&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark13%3A9&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark13%3A23&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matt+8&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+116&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matt+9+&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+117&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matt+10&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+118%3A1%E2%80%9312&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matt+11&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+118%3A13%E2%80%9329&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Samuel+1-3&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+119%3A1%E2%80%938&version=ESV


Monday 

By Kenny Tibbetts 

 

Scripture 
“Brothers, join in imitating me, and keep your eyes on those who walk according 
to the example you have in us. 18 For many, of whom I have often told you and 
now tell you even with tears, walk as enemies of the cross of Christ. 19 Their 
end is destruction, their god is their belly, and they glory in their shame, with 
minds set on earthly things. 20 But our citizenship is in heaven, and from it we 
await a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ, 21 who will transform our lowly body to 
be like his glorious body, by the power that enables him even to subject all 
things to himself. 

Philippians 3:17-2 

 

Pause 
1. Paul outlines some differences between people who live in expectation of 

Jesus’ coming again and those who don’t. Can you think of some examples 
of these differences? 

 

 

2. One day Jesus will set all of creation in perfect obedience to Himself, do 
you long to see everything around you and everything about you made to 
obey Jesus? 

 

 

 

Pursue 
Take a few minutes to memorize Philippians 3:20: “But our citizenship is in 
heaven, and from it we await a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ.” 

 

Pray 
Thank Jesus that He is coming back to set everything right, and that He told us 
He would so that we need not worry or fear. Pray for those you know who are 
subject to fear and anxiety when the world appears broken.  



Tuesday – Signs of the Times 
By George Volpe 

“…I say to all, watch.” 
Mark 13:37 

 
“Reminisce” magazine takes a look back at days gone by. It’s funny now to see 

how hairstyles and clothes styles have changed. When I was a boy gas was 19 
cents a gallon, and you could buy a new car for 1500 bucks. The average annual 
wage in the US was $3,210. But a lot more has changed besides haircuts and 
dollars. 

Sinful living is not new. Nations have always fought with each other. Rejection 
of God and authority, selfish leadership, false teaching, rejection of natural 
affection, and hostility toward Israel have existed as long as history has been 
written. 

But there are a staggering collection of more recent changes that show the 
alarming progress of the tightening grasp of sin on our world.  

The introduction of computers is changing us, for good and bad. Cell phones 
and social networking have made instant world-wide communication possible. 
Digital “crypto” currency is already a reality. Personal microchips are not far away. 
You will likely conduct all your money transactions from a microchip under your 
skin. No more paper currency, no more credit cards, and no more checkbooks.  

We are losing freedom of speech. Sharing the Gospel or even sharing what we 
think is right is becoming more difficult, even dangerous. Humanism is on the 
march. There is an ever-growing rejection of creation with a blind acceptance of 
evolutionary thinking. There was a time when science recognized the necessity 
of observation to prove a hypothesis. Now the mere “science” label is enough to 
mask improvable theories as fact in order to support the rejection of God’s word.  

There is a growing sense of entitlement and abandoning the work ethic. There 
is a growing competition between sexes, especially women trying to outdo and 
disparage men. There is a twisting of God-given natural gender identity. There is 
an increasing rejection of God’s definition of marriage and family. More couples 
are avoiding children to avoid the sacrifices and “inconvenience.” Same sex 
“marriages” are becoming “normal.” Monogamy is giving way to polyamorous 
relationships. It is no longer only a man and a woman becoming one. There is a 
cultural acceptance of “partners” instead of marriage commitments. 

There is also an effort to redefine who we are as a nation. The godly foundations 
that built and kept us strong are under attack like never before. Any history that 
does not line up with the current social “rights” is rejected, and orderly discussion 
is no longer an option.  

Jesus said we should discern “the signs of the times.” (Matthew 16:3) The 
window for sharing the message of Jesus is closing. People need the Lord now. 
He is our hope, our only refuge and strength.  

Read Matthew 24:1-14.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+24%3A1-14&version=ESV


Wednesday – All the Angels Are 
Coming with Him 

By John Piper, desiring God 
 

At the end of Matthew 25 there is the parable of the sheep and the goats. 
Picture Jesus, who looked as ordinary as any other man, beginning this parable 
with these astonishing words: “When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and 
all the angels with him, then he will sit on his glorious throne. Before him will be 
gathered all the nations, and he will separate them one from another as a 
shepherd separates the sheep from the goats, and he will place the sheep at 
his right hand, but the goats at the left. Then the King will say…”  

First, let’s nail down who the Son of Man is. There is no doubt. In Matthew 
16:13 Jesus had said, “Who do men say that the Son of Man is?” and then two 
verses later he said, “But who do you say that I am?” There it is. Jesus is the 
Son of Man. 

Now let it sink in what Jesus said about himself in Matthew 25:31-33:  

1. “He will come someday in glory.” This glory is not the mere glory of a 
sunset or the Grand Canyon or the Hale-Bopp Comet or the universe. 
This is the glory of God—as Matthew 16:27 says, “the glory of his Father.” 

2. “And all the angels with him.” All of them. Did you get that? Heaven will 
be left empty of its armies. All the angels will be with him! This means 
that the triumph is so sure that one doesn't have to cover his rear guard. 
No one will threaten heaven. 

3. “Then, he will sit on his glorious throne.” He is on a throne because he is 
King. “Then the King will say …” Jesus is King of the universe now. He 
rules all and upholds all (Matthew 28:18; Colossians 1:17). But when he 
comes, this kingship will be plain to everyone. 

4. “Before him will be gathered all the nations.” Jesus, the Son of Man, the 
King of the Universe, will sit on his throne, and every people and every 
president and chief and prime minister and premier and king on earth will 
gather and say, “Jesus is Lord,” 

5. I read in the next verses: “When Jesus had finished all these sayings, he 
said to his disciples, ‘You know that after two days the Passover is 
coming, and the Son of Man will be delivered up to be crucified.” Same 
Son of Man. Delivered up and crucified. Did you ever wonder what joy 
and hope sustained Jesus in those horrific hours of suffering? 

He is risen! And he is coming. In the meantime, “let us go forth to him outside 
the camp and bear the abuse he endured” (Hebrews 13:13). 

Read the entire article at: www.desiringgod.org/articles/all-the-angels-are-
coming-with-him.  

https://www.desiringgod.org/articles/all-the-angels-are-coming-with-him
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matt%2016.13
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matt%2016.13
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matt%2025.31-33
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matt%2016.27
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matt%2028.18
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Col%201.17
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Heb%2013.13
https://www.desiringgod.org/articles/all-the-angels-are-coming-with-him
https://www.desiringgod.org/articles/all-the-angels-are-coming-with-him


Thursday – Happily Ever After? 
By Abby Hamm 

 “But in those days, after that tribulation, 
the sun will be darkened, 

and the moon will not give its light, 
and the stars will be falling from heaven, 

and the powers in the heavens will be shaken. 
And then they will see the 

Son of Man coming in clouds 
with great power and glory.  

And then he will send out the angels and 
gather his elect from the four winds from 

the ends of the earth to the ends of heaven.” 

Mark 13:24-27 
 

The Christmas movie “Elf” is watched all year long in the Hamm household. 
The masterful storytelling combined with Will Ferrell is a must for any rainy-day 
afternoon. Although I have watched this movie more than I’d like to admit, I am 
always stressed for Buddy near the end.  

Walter Hobbs has disowned him, he doesn’t belong in Santa’s workshop, and 
Christmas spirit is nonexistent. There doesn’t seem to be any possible way this 
could be resolved.  

This is how we feel in our daily lives. The evidence of brokenness has spilled 
into every aspect of who we are and the destruction is obvious. Broken marriages, 
an unwanted diagnosis, more bills to pay, fear of the future, and deep loneliness 
are all carnage left in the wake of this broken world. We look at our lives and we 
don’t see how any of this could possibly be resolved.  

Reading through Mark 13 your heart yearns for a happy ending to this series of 
unfortunate events. The list never seems to end, and you find yourself wanting to 
skip to the last few lines just to make sure there’s a “happily ever after” to this 
story.  

We need more than Christmas spirit to resolve the problems we face, but Jesus 
reminds his disciples (and us) that there is Good News. He is coming back, and 
when He does, He will redeem mankind.  

Read Mark 13: 24-27 to see for yourself the Good News. Pray that when there 
doesn’t seem to be any possible way your situation could be resolved you would 
be reminded of the hope we have in Jesus’ return.   

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+13%3A+24-27&version=ESV


Friday 
By Kenny Tibbetts 

 

Scripture 
“But be on your guard. For they will deliver you over to councils, and you will be 
beaten in synagogues, and you will stand before governors and kings for my 
sake, to bear witness before them. And the gospel must first be proclaimed to 
all nations. And when they bring you to trial and deliver you over, do not be 
anxious beforehand what you are to say, but say whatever is given you in that 
hour, for it is not you who speak, but the Holy Spirit. And brother will deliver 
brother over to death, and the father his child, and children will rise against 
parents and have them put to death. And you will be hated by all for my name's 
sake. But the one who endures to the end will be saved.” 

Mark 13:9-13 

 

Pause 
1. What are three instructions Jesus gives his followers for the time before He 

returns? 

 

 

2. Why do you think endurance is so important for Christians today? 
 

 

 

3. Where are you most “on your guard?” Where do you tend to let your guard 
down? 

 

 

Pursue 
Invite someone to one of our worship services this weekend. 

 

Pray 
Ask God to help you rely on Him through the various trials our broken world 
offers. Pray that God would make you a witness of His love and power.   



Weekend – God is Bigger 
Than You Think 

By Phillip Hamm 
 

Every once in a while, I worry about things I have no control over. And by every 
once in a while, I mean almost every day. I’m reminded I have no control over the 
safety of my kids while they are driving. I have no control over the refrigerator that 
just broke. I have no control over the health of my aging parents who live 900 
miles away. I have no control over the economy that determines the retirement 
account I’m going to need one day. I have no control over the aches and pains of 
my aging body when I try to keep up with young men half my age. Etc., etc.  

The list seems to grow daily, and with it my anxiety, until I’m reminded of how 
big God is. Somehow in the midst of all this daily hand wringing I’m graciously 
reminded that our Creator has written a story of history that I can’t mess up. I’m 
reminded He takes the details of my mistakes and victories, and in His 
sovereignty, somehow uses them to accomplish His purposes. I’m reminded that 
I don’t have to be in control of these things. And I’m reminded they will turn out 
far better when I stop trying.  

In preparation for worship on Sunday, read Genesis 50:15-21. 

Pray for the World: Jordan 

The Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan is located on the eastern bank of the Jordan 
River. Agriculture and population are concentrated near the river. Most of the 
country, which is smaller than the state of Indiana, is desert. Of the 6.4 million 
people, the Muslim religion dominates over 96% with a mere 2% declaring 
Christianity. 

Religious freedom could be a casualty amid rising religious tensions. This 
nation is a center for many Christian activities and ministries, and much Christian 
work in the Middle East would suffer were a setback to occur in Jordan. Converts 
find life difficult – pressure comes from family, work and society. Emigration is 
often seen as an obvious and safe option. Pray for the freedom to proclaim the 
Gospel and for followers of Jesus to be able to remain in Jordan.                                           

(operation world) 

Prepare for Worship 
   As you prepare your heart for worship Sunday morning read Psalm 12.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+50%3A15-21&version=ESV
http://www.operationworld.org/prayer-calendar
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=psalm+12&version=ESV




 


