
 



 
  



Sermon Notes – God is Bigger 
Than You Think 

 
Big Idea: _____________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 

 
Application: _________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________



Discussion Questions 
� Do you recognize the lack of control you have in your life? List and discuss 

some of the most recent events that you couldn’t control.  

 

� How did you respond to the events that didn’t go according to plan? How would 
an outsider have viewed your behavior? 

 

� How do you respond to events that not only didn’t go according to plan, but 
turned out to be painful? Where does God fit into the pain in our lives? 

 

� Review the story of Joseph. What led up to this passage?  

 

� Why did the brothers make up the story about what their dad had said? What 
were they afraid of? What could Joseph have done to them? 

 

� Look back at Genesis 45:5-8. What does this reveal about Joseph’s attitude 
toward his brothers? 

 

� Compare and contrast the way Joseph sees this situation versus the way the 
brothers see the situation?  

 

� What do we learn about how each sees God by how 
they behave in this story?  

 

� Review the list from question one: when things don’t 
go according to plan what does your behavior reveal 
about how big you believe God to be? Who would you 
most identify with in this story? Why? 

 

� What steps can you take to learn and/or remind 
yourself of God’s size and power on a daily basis? 
What difference can you imagine this could make in 
your life? 

  

One-Year Bible 
Reading Plan 
WEEK 32 
 Day 156 

Matt 12:1-37 
Ps 119:9–24 
 Day 157 

Matt 12:38-13:30 
Ps 119:25–40 
 Day 158 

Matt 13:31-58 
Ps 119:41–56 
 Day 159 

Matt 14:1-15:9 
Ps 119:57–64 
 Day 160 

1 Samuel 8-10 
Ps 119:65–80 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matt+12%3A1-37&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+119%3A9%E2%80%9324&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matt+12%3A38-13%3A30&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+119%3A25%E2%80%9340&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matt+13%3A31-58&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+119%3A41%E2%80%9356&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matt+14%3A1-15%3A9&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+119%3A57%E2%80%9364&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Samuel+8-10&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+119%3A65%E2%80%9380&version=ESV


Monday 

By Kenny Tibbetts 

 

Scripture 
“Seek the Lord while he may be found; call upon him while he is near; let the 
wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts; let him return to 
the Lord, that he may have compassion on him, and to our God, for he will 
abundantly pardon. For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your 
ways my ways, declares the Lord. For as the heavens are higher than the earth, 
so are my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts.” 

Isaiah 55:6-9 

 

Pause 
1. Have you ever been in a situation that you thought was hopeless, that God 

used for good? 

 

 

2. How did it feel when you finally realized what God was doing? 
 
 

 

3. Why do you think it is so difficult to remember the principle set in verses 8-9 
when we encounter difficulty and uncertainty in our lives? 

 

 

Pursue 
Take a few minutes to memorize Isaiah 55:8: “For my thoughts are not your 
thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, declares the Lord.” 

 

 

Pray 
Ask God to remind you even daily that His ways are higher than yours and that 
His understanding is greater than yours. Ask the Lord to allow you to rest in that 
fact and to share it with a world desperate for peace.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=isaiah+55%3A8-9&version=ESV


Tuesday – It Was for You, My Friend 
By George Volpe 

“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that 
whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life.” 

John 3:16 

 
Question: What makes man a free moral agent?  
Answer: The ability to choose.  
We are not robots. We are able to think, to reason, to understand, to believe, to 

trust, to feel, to love. God gives every man the freedom to choose right or wrong, 
God or self.  

God loves all of us. He created us in His image, He breathed life into us, and 
He provides what we need. He has every right to test our love for Him. Adam and 
Eve had everything they needed and only one limitation. They chose to ignore 
God’s warning and disobey. We are created by God and for God. He has the 
exclusive right to us. His will is perfect, righteous, in our best interest, and cannot 
be thwarted, changed, or opposed. But Adam and Eve doubted God. They 
reasoned that God was wrong.  

“Therefore, just as sin came into the world through one man, and death through 
sin, and so death spread to all men because all sinned.” (Romans 5:12) 

“The wages of sin is death…” (Romans 6:23)  
A new thing emerged with man: Sin. And God kept His promise with another 

new thing: physical and spiritual death. Adam and Eve started to age. And they 
died. And so did everyone after them. A growing cancer of corruption began its 
effect on everything in the world. The choice to disobey God has perverted our 
world and as brilliant as we are, we can’t fix that spiritually broken relationship on 
our own.  

God has made it clear that the only thing that atones for sin is death. Counting 
your good deeds does nothing to atone for sin. Giving all your resources cannot 
atone for sin. Punishing yourself fails to atone for sin. We’re not sinners because 
we sin. We sin because we are sinners, born with Adam’s nature in us. Sin is so 
detestable to God that it cannot exist in His presence. But God yearns for us to 
be near Him—forever. So how did God turn certain death into eternal life? How 
could He express His eternal love while remaining just and fulfilling His own 
perfect law? 

He did it through Jesus. God from eternity past came to Earth so He could pay 
our penalty for us. Only a spotless, innocent substitute could satisfy the justice of 
God. We have the choice of recognizing and trusting that Jesus died for us and 
paid our debt in full, or pushing away the kindness of God, and paying it 
ourselves—eternally. Jesus died for all, for all sin, for all time. Go to Him in faith, 
expressing your complete trust in the saving work of Jesus.  

Read John 3:12-21.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+3%3A12-21&version=ESV


Wednesday 
By Kenny Tibbetts 

 

Scripture 
“Or who shut in the sea with doors when it burst out from the womb, when I 
made clouds its garment and thick darkness its swaddling band, and prescribed 
limits for it and set bars and doors, and said, ‘Thus far shall you come, and no 
farther, and here shall your proud waves be stayed?’” 
Job 38:8-11 

 

 

Pause 
1. Why do you think God asks these questions of Job? 

 

 

 

2. Are there times in your life when you need to be reminded who God is and 
who you are? 

 
 

 

 

3. Did you use your imagination to picture God actually carving the bottoms of 
the oceans and setting the shore to stop it? 

 

 

 

Pursue 
Finish reading Job 38 and consider who God is and how that changes the way 
you view your circumstances. 

 

 

Pray 
Thank God simply for being who He is. Ask Him to remind you how big He really 
is and how small our problems are in comparison.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Job+38&version=ESV


Thursday – Looking Evil in the Eye 
By Jonathan Parnell, desiringGod 

 

Joseph’s brothers realized something we should never forget. It comes at the 
end of the story in Genesis 50. This is a long time after the brothers conspired 
together against Joseph. A lot had happened since they hated their brother 
enough to sell him to Midianite traders for twenty shekels of silver (Genesis 
37:28). That was the evil that started it all. 

Years passed and then the famine came. The sons of Jacob traveled to Egypt 
in search for food. By this time, Joseph was the top ruler in Egypt next to Pharaoh. 
Jacob was old now. He blessed his sons and then he died (Genesis 49:33). And 
that’s where we see it: When Joseph’s brothers saw that their father was dead, 
they said, “It may be that Joseph will hate us and pay us back for all the evil that 
we did to him.” (Genesis 50:15) 

So at the end, after a lot of good things had happened to Joseph and his family, 
when there was “a lot of water under the bridge,” so to speak, Joseph’s brothers 
were terrified that Joseph would punish them for “all the evil” they did to him. But 
why is that? Why were they scared about this even after all this time? Joseph’s 
brothers were scared because they knew no matter how much good had come 
from their evil, what they did was still evil. They knew that though good had come 
to Joseph and the whole family, what they did to him was still wrong and worthy 
of punishment, and they thought the time to pay had come. 

The point here is simple: God using evil things for our good does not make the 
evil things less evil. But more than that, God has overpowered evil in such a way 
that evil actually destroys itself. Evil’s high time, after all, was at a place called 
Golgotha about 2,000 years ago. How promising it must have seemed to Satan 
and the hosts of hell as the nails were beaten into Jesus’s hands. The Creator of 
the universe mocked by his creatures, ridiculed, slain — this is the greatest evil 
imaginable. He came to give us life, and we blew him up on a cross.  

And at the moment, when Evil thought it triumphed, the curse on this world was 
broken, absorbed into the One who took our place. Evil thought it had won when 
it actually had killed itself. Darkness for a day, silence for one more, and then 
came the morning of the third. The blackest dark gave way to the brightest light. 
Jesus came alive. He defeated death and paved the way for an entirely new 
humanity. 

His death was wrong. He was killed by wicked men. It was evil, evil, evil. And 
then he was raised, truly raised, bringing good for all who trust in him. Good, good, 
good. We should never forget. 

Read the entire article at www.desiringgod.org/articles/looking-evil-in-the-eye.  

https://www.desiringgod.org/articles/looking-evil-in-the-eye
https://www.desiringgod.org/articles/looking-evil-in-the-eye


Friday 
By Kenny Tibbetts 

 

Scripture 
“Now to him who is able to keep you from stumbling and to present you 
blameless before the presence of his glory with great joy, to the only God, our 
Savior, through Jesus Christ our Lord, be glory, majesty, dominion, and authority, 
before all time and now and forever. Amen.” 

Jude 24-25 

 

Pause 
1. Can you accomplish any of the things Jude outlines in verse 24? 

 

 

 

 

2. How does Jude react in verse 25 to what Jesus accomplishes in verse 24? 

 

 

 

 

3. Have you ever felt exhausted trying to keep yourself from stumbling or trying 
to present yourself “blameless” before God? 

 

 

 

 

Pursue 
Invite someone to one of our weekend worship services! 

 

 

Pray 
Jude 24-25 is a doxology, a statement of the glory of God. Pray through these 
verses and give glory to God for what He has done! 

  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Jude+24&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Jude+25&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Jude+24&version=ESV


Weekend – Elusive Peace 
By Phillip Hamm 

 
“Do not be anxious about anything, 

but in everything by prayer and supplication 
with thanksgiving let your requests 

be made known to God.” 
Philippians 4:6 

 

Anxiety disorder is the most diagnosed mental health issue around the world. 
It’s the fastest growing and most commonly identified mental illness in the U.S. 
affecting nearly 40 million Americans and growing.  

No one wants to be anxious. It’s an overwhelming feeling that lurks behind every 
corner of your life waiting to pounce at the most vulnerable moments. From the 
outside it looks like we are powerless in its grip and always forced to succumb to 
its control. But does it have to be this way? Do we always have to be the victim of 
anxiety?  

In preparation for Sunday worship read Philippians 4:6-7. 

Pray for the World: North Korea 

The Democratic Peoples Republic of Korea is the larger part of the Korean 
peninsula where 70% of the land is mountainous. Of the 23 million people who 
live there 69% declare themselves to be non-religious. Christians comprise less 
than 2% of the population. 

Access to ministry in North Korea is greater than commonly perceived. Strict 
limitations on ministry are in place, but the very presence of believers and the 
testimony of loving generosity can make a difference in many lives. There are 
possibly hundreds of Christians in North Korea in this capacity. 

Bibles, the Gospels and tracts are smuggled into the country by various means 
as well as floated in via balloons from South Korea. Smugglers are liable to be 
executed if caught, but the rarity of Scripture makes them extremely precious to 
believers. A North Korean dialect version of the Bible is being prepared.                                           

(operation world) 

Prepare for Worship 
   As you prepare your heart for worship Sunday morning read Psalm 13.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Philippians+4%3A6-7&version=ESV
http://www.operationworld.org/prayer-calendar
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=psalm+13&version=ESV




 


