
 



 
  



Sermon Notes – New 
 

Big Idea: _____________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 

 
Application: _________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________



Discussion Questions 
 

� What new thing have you considered purchasing recently? Why? 
 
 

� Why do you think ‘new’ is so fun? How can ‘new’ also be scary? 
 

  
� List some ‘new’ scenarios that seem scary? Why do they feel that way? 

 
 

� Review the background of Joshua 1. What new thing is getting ready to 
happen? What is new and unique about the situation? What potential fears 
could the people have? 

 
 

� How would you answer someone who can’t accept scripture because they 
believe God condoned genocide in books like Joshua? 
 
 

� What promises are given in verse 5? Why are they significant? Review the 
life of Moses and discuss how God was with Him. 
 
 

� How many times does God tell Joshua to be strong and courageous? What 
does this reveal about Joshua? What could he have possibly been afraid of? 

 
 

� Verse 8 says the scriptures should not depart from 
our mouth. What does this mean and how do we 
accomplish this? 
 
 

� What benefits could come from “mumbling” scripture 
to ourselves throughout the day? Share and discuss 
specific scriptures which would be useful to recall in 
certain situations.  
 
 

� What steps will you take to be strong and courageous 
as God opens up new things in your life? 

  

One-Year Bible 
Reading Plan 
WEEK 34 
 Day 166 

Matt 20:1-21:11 
Ps 119:145–160 
 Day 167 

Matt 21:12-46 
Ps 119:161–176 
 Day 168 

Matt 22 
Ps 120 
 Day 169 

Matt 23 
Ps 121–122 
 Day 170 

1 Samuel 23-24 
Ps 123–124 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Joshua+1&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Joshua+1%3A5&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Joshua+1%3A8&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matt+20%3A1-21%3A11&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+119%3A145%E2%80%93160&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matt+21%3A12-46&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+119%3A161%E2%80%93176&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matt+22&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+120&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matt+23&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+121%E2%80%93122&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Samuel+23-24&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+123%E2%80%93124&version=ESV


Monday 

By Kenny Tibbetts 

 

Scripture 
“But you, Israel, my servant, Jacob, whom I have chosen, the offspring of 
Abraham, my friend; you whom I took from the ends of the earth, and called 
from its farthest corners, saying to you, “You are my servant, I have chosen you 
and not cast you off”; fear not, for I am with you; be not dismayed, for I am your 
God; I will strengthen you, I will help you, I will uphold you with my righteous 
right hand.” 

Isaiah 41:8-10 

 

Pause 
 

1. Underline where we see God’s presence in this passage. 

 

 

 

2. What are you afraid of? 
 
 

 

3. How does God’s presence change the way we experience fearfulness? 

 

 

 

Pursue 
Take a few minutes this week to read all of Isaiah 41 and think about how God’s 
presence changes the way you see your future. 

 

 

Pray 
Ask God to give you victory over fear in your life. Thank God that we need not 
fear for HE is always with us and always in control.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+41&version=ESV


Tuesday – Tomorrow is Coming 
By George Volpe 

“The Lord your God which goes before you, he will fight for you…” 
Deuteronomy 1:30 

 

One of the ways God uses scripture to enrich our lives is by revealing mental 
and emotional details that occurred in the lives of biblical characters. When we 
identify with their feelings and struggles, it helps us cope with the same issues. 
There were plenty of people who struggled with fear of the future, just as there 
are today.  

When we read about those who were afraid of what might happen, we often 
see God encouraging them not to worry. And without fail, God is right. They were 
in distress, afraid to move forward, unsure of what lay ahead. But when they 
trusted God, He always brought them through the difficulties victoriously.  

Fear affects all of us, and God knows it. In Revelation 1:17 Jesus tells John to 
“fear not” at the beginning of the book, before He reveals the future events that 
culminate in the end of the world and a new Heaven and Earth. What John 
experiences is a description so horrific that without God’s encouragement and 
strength, John would not have been able to get through it, let alone record it. But 
John’s heart was completely surrendered to what God had for him. He listened to 
God. He trusted God. He went through it with God. There was plenty John could 
not even conceive of, much less understand. The natural fear in John gave way 
to a supernatural trust. Fear was defeated. John fulfilled his purpose and today 
we have the Book of Revelation because he yielded to God.  

Fear of the future can stop us in our tracks. It can paralyze us to inaction or 
drive us inward or backward. We tend to imagine the worst, and we paint pictures 
of how we will be hurt, when most of the time those things never materialize.  

Joshua was not a novice. He was a seasoned warrior. He knew the challenge 
they faced in the land of Canaan was great. But the level of the challenge did not 
deter him. He was not resting in his own capabilities. He was not fighting for 
control. He was not spent with worry. He was listening to God, believing God, and 
moving forward on the authority of God’s word. With God on his side, Joshua was 
fully prepared to face the toughest enemy. He walked into tomorrow with 
confidence because he was walking with God.  

Every Christian wants to be as fearless as Joshua. The courage to face 
tomorrow is not hard to find. God has already been there. Fear disappears in the 
presence of Jesus.  

Read 2 Timothy 1:1-12.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Revelation+1%3A17&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Timothy+1%3A1-12&version=ESV


Wednesday – When the Future You 
Planned for Never Comes 

By Bryan Stoudt, desiringGod 

 
Before we turned 32, my wife and I said goodbye to our golden years — and to 

the second half we had hoped for. Our precious son Matthew has autism. His 
diagnosis changed our family’s future forever. Matthew will not go off to school, 
get married, or do all the other things we typically hope for our children. But the 
hardest losses are unseen, and we still grieve not truly knowing, and being known 
by, the person we thought he’d be. 

While we know this is God’s best for us, it’s still very hard and can bring us to 
tears on any given day, often without warning. The next season of our lives is 
going to be messy, unpredictable, and far more restrictive than we imagined on 
the day he was born. We know we are not alone.  

We can’t be sure how old Job was when calamity found him, but he was old 
enough to have ten children, and be known as “the greatest of all the people of 
the east” (Job 1:3). He was on top of the world until disasters struck, and he 
wasn’t. But Job’s life offers us massive hope when our own futures seem to veer 
off course. When our future looks grim, it’s easy to look back and become 
consumed with why we’re suffering. When suffering derails our future, we should 
repent of any known sin and consider that God may be disciplining us. 

After the initial shock of our son’s diagnosis passed, the implications for our 
future began to sink in. We felt despondent as we realized Matthew would never 
get married, have children, or possess the ability to share his heart with us.  

As we truly come to terms with the limitations God places on our future, it’s 
natural for our thoughts and emotions to bounce all over the place. I remember 
the day we discovered Matthew’s yearly therapy costs would approach half of my 
salary. And then, learning our insurance company wouldn’t cover them. In one 
moment, I would experience deep anger and resentment toward God, then in the 
next a desperate hunger for forgiveness and faith. 

When we’re struggling with the rocky path God has placed before us, we don’t 
need to pretend we don’t struggle. God invites us to bring our sorrows and 
confusion to our Father. You may be thinking, Job’s suffering was worse than 
mine, but his story had a happy ending. God gave him back everything he lost. 
That’s never going to happen for me. You may be right. Often, God orchestrates 
deep losses that are never restored in our lifetime. That’s where we need to look 
beyond Job’s story — and frankly, our own stories — to Jesus. 

One day soon, I’m going to have a long, heartfelt talk with Matthew, and the 
sorrows still ahead will fade away. In the twinkling of an eye, your bleak future will 
be transformed, too. Can you picture it? 

Read the entire article: www.desiringgod.org/articles/when-the-future-you-
planned-for-never-comes.  

https://www.desiringgod.org/articles/when-the-future-you-planned-for-never-comes
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Job%201.3
https://www.desiringgod.org/articles/when-the-future-you-planned-for-never-comes
https://www.desiringgod.org/articles/when-the-future-you-planned-for-never-comes


Thursday 

By Kenny Tibbetts 

 

Scripture 
“Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be frightened, 
and do not be dismayed, for the Lord your God is with you wherever you go.” 

Joshua 1:9 

 

 

 

 

Pause 
1. What does it mean to be strong? What does it mean to be courageous? 

How are they similar and how are they different? 
 
 
 
 

2. What is going on in your life that requires both strength and courage? 
Where do you plan to get those? 

 

 

 

 

Pursue 
Take some time to invite someone to one of our Sunday services. 

 

 

 

 

Pray 
Ask God for the strength and courage it takes to live a life totally surrendered 
to His perfect will.  



Friday – God Is With You 
By Nick Molick 

“Be strong and courageous, for you shall cause this people 
to inherit the land that I swore to their fathers to give them.” 

Joshua 1:6 
New things aren’t always welcome. Sometimes we have a new car because 

we wrecked the old one. Sometimes we have a new job because we lost the 
old one. There are countless other scenarios reminding us that new isn’t always 
welcome because it means change and we normally don’t like change. The 
Bible shows us that whether a change is welcome or not God is always there; 
before, during and after the change. He is a God of details and is intimately 
involved in our lives. When something new comes up, good or bad, God is big 
enough to see us through all of it and strengthen our faith at the same time. 

The first chapter of Joshua tells the story of Joshua succeeding Moses as 
God’s mouthpiece and leader to the Hebrew people. At the end of Deuteronomy 
Moses lets Joshua know that he is going to have a new job as the leader of the 
Hebrews. So, when the first chapter opens this isn’t a surprise to Joshua. What 
is interesting is that we see how God knows Joshua’s heart and lays out in great 
detail how he is to go about this something new. God tells Joshua where to go, 
what land to take and that He will be with Joshua all the way.  

God says in Joshua 1:5, “I will be with you. I will not leave you or forsake you.” 
That is a beautiful, wonderful and incredible promise given by God to Joshua.  
Christ gives us a similar promise in Matthew 28:20 “…I am with you always, to 
the end of the age.” So, Joshua should feel great, right? Whether we are facing 
something new in a good way or something new we didn’t necessarily want, we 
are all set because of these great and incredible promises. However, we aren’t, 
and God knows it.  

God follows His promise to always be with Joshua with an exhortation to be 
courageous and strong. Whoa, wait! If God is with us all the time do we need 
all this strength and courage? Yes, we do. God knows us, He created us. God 
knows that even though He repeatedly gives us great comforting promises we 
will become self-centered, relying on ourselves to take on all things new in our 
lives whether they are exciting or scary. God wants us (and Joshua) to know 
we need to be strong and courageous. The strength mentioned isn’t only 
referring to physical strength, but also a strong faith that can withstand the new 
tests of life. This courage holds the energy of fear under control and channels 
it toward positive ends. Just like Joshua, we will experience new things in our 
lives, but God is there in the finest of details to see us through each peak and 
valley.  

To further make this point God does another wonderful thing reminding us 
not to be afraid in life. The loving command of fear not is in the Bible many, 
many times, but do you know how many times? Think about it. This directive 
from God’s word appears in the Bible 365 times, once for each day of the year.  



Weekend – Memorials 
By Phillip Hamm 

 
Memorials are powerful reminders. Take for instance the three war memorials 

in Washington D.C. located adjacent to the Mall. The World War II memorial 
commemorates 16 million men and women who served and 400,000 who gave 
their lives in that fight for freedom. A short walk away you’ll find 19 stainless steel 
1,000-pound statutes of soldiers memorializing those who gave their lives in the 
Korean conflict. Located almost directly across is a 246 foot 9 inch long black 
granite wall polished to a high finish with the engraved name of every soldier who 
lost their life in the Vietnam War. One-hundred and forty panels contain 58,320 
names.  

These memorials accomplish two goals. First, they are a somber reminder of 
what the nation has been through. And second, they help guide our decisions for 
the future. Memorials help us keep one foot in both the past and the future; looking 
back to remember and looking ahead to use the lessons learned.  

As you prepare your heart for worship tomorrow read Joshua 4. Consider what 
God wants you to remember from your past that He can to use in your future. 

Pray for the World: Macedonia 

The Republic of Macedonia is a landlocked state surrounded by 
Serbia/Kosovo, Bulgaria, Greece and Albania. Christian belief dominates 65% 
of the two million who live there.  

The evangelical witness is small but growing. Almost every 
Protestant/Independent expression of faith is active and increasing. Even so, 
there are fewer than 100 evangelical congregations. Pray for the many 
challenges of and opportunities for the Church. 

Opposition. The label of “cult” persists but is slowly fading for evangelicals. 
Obstructive tactics by the government often hold back the church from building 
the facilities needed to host growing congregations. 

Unity. Expressions of oneness in Christ are increasing. Pray believers might 
press into true unity and that Christians’ love for one another might attract many 
to Christ. 

The ethnic minorities are numerous, and all need ministry. 
                                                     (operation world) 

Prepare for Worship 
   As you prepare your heart for worship Sunday morning read Psalm 15.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Joshua+4&version=ESV
http://www.operationworld.org/prayer-calendar
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=psalm+15&version=ESV




 


