
 



 
  



Sermon Notes – New 
 

Big Idea: _____________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 

 
Application: _________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________



Discussion Questions 
 

� What events from the past weigh a person down?  What effect do events like 
these have on someone’s future? 

 

� How do we define ourselves by our past? Is this healthy or unhealthy? 
Avoidable or unavoidable? 

 

� What types of events do people tend to look forward to in the future? Why are 
we energized about an exciting future event? 

 

� What examples can you give how serving someone suffering with a similar 
issue helped that person overcome their past? 

 

� What was the purpose of setting up the twelve stones on the bank? Why was 
this important to the future?  

 

� How does our culture do the same thing? What purpose does it serve for us? 
How has it served us well? How has it not? 

 

� Why did they set up the stones in the river? What did 
the stones represent?  

 

� What happened in the minds of the people when the 
river went back to normal and the stones were 
forever covered with water? How is this a picture of 
God’s grace in our lives? 

 

� What are you holding onto from your past that needs 
to be buried in God’s grace? What is God promising 
in the future that will help you let go of your past?  

One-Year Bible 
Reading Plan 
WEEK 35 
 Day 171 

Matt 24:1-31 
Ps 125–126 
 Day 172 

Matt 24:32-25:13 
Ps 127–128 
 Day 173 

Matt 25:14-26:13 
Ps 129 
 Day 174 

Matt 26:14-46 
Ps 130–131 
 Day 175 

2 Samuel 5-7 
Ps 132 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matt+24%3A1-31&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+125%E2%80%93126&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matt+24%3A32-25%3A13&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+127%E2%80%93128&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matt+25%3A14-26%3A13&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+129&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matt+26%3A14-46&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+130%E2%80%93131&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Samuel+5-7&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+132&version=ESV


Monday – God Cares About the Details 

By Nick Molick 
 “Now the priests bearing the ark of the covenant of the Lord stood firmly 

on dry ground in the midst of the Jordan, and all Israel was passing 
over on dry ground until the nation finished passing over the Jordan.” 

Joshua 3:17 

 

Most of the time doing something new is nerve racking, especially if you have 
never done it before or it’s been awhile since you have done it. In chapter three 
of Joshua, Joshua and the nation of Israel are going to cross the Jordan and begin 
to claim the land God has promised them. It is important to remember that this 
land had been promised to them over forty years earlier. When Israel sent spies 
into the land on a recon mission all but two came back with a report that the land 
was filled with giants and there was no way they could overtake them. Joshua 
was one of the two who returned with a report that the land was good and the 
nation of Israel, with God, would overtake it.  

Now Joshua was assuming the leadership role God had placed him in, finally 
leading a nation of God’s people to the land that He promised them. This new role 
had to be stressful for Joshua because of the initial commands we see given to 
him by God, which were to be strong and courageous. God knowing our hearts, 
knows what we need to hear. He needed Joshua to step into this new role, into 
Gods promises and fully embrace all that was in front of not just him, but the entire 
nation. Before the move across the Jordan, Israel had to perform some very 
specific actions, consecrating those, following at an appropriate distance and 
waiting for the Ark of the Covenant. God makes His people wait sometimes and 
that is hard for us to do. Why wait? Because God has His own timetable. He is 
the Master of time and knows when we need to wait.  

Joshua and Israel follow God’s commands in Joshua three and cross the 
Jordan, but the manner in which they do it is awesome. The priests carrying the 
Ark were instructed to stop at the water’s edge of the Jordan because God was 
going to do wonders before them. God told Joshua and the people of Israel what 
to do, how to do it, and also promised them that He would be with them.  

As God prepares us to do something new or different, He knows we get scared 
and nervous. But he wants us to be detailed in how we follow Him, and to be 
available to move into the new opportunity to make much of His name.  

We serve a God of detail who wants to see us flourish to His glory. Joshua, at 
this point in his story, is following very detailed instructions to help his nation and 
glorify his God. Let us do the same day in and day out of our lives while we know 
God is with us no matter what we face that is new.  



Tuesday 
By Kenny Tibbetts 

 

Scripture 
As they were going along the road, someone said to him, “I will follow you 
wherever you go.” And Jesus said to him, “Foxes have holes, and birds of the 
air have nests, but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay his head.” To another he 
said, “Follow me.” But he said, “Lord, let me first go and bury my father.” And 
Jesus said to him, “Leave the dead to bury their own dead. But as for you, go 
and proclaim the kingdom of God.” Yet another said, “I will follow you, Lord, but 
let me first say farewell to those at my home.” Jesus said to him, “No one who 
puts his hand to the plow and looks back is fit for the kingdom of God.” 

Luke 9:57-62 

 

Pause 
1. What do you think is the main idea of this passage? 

 

 

2. Has Jesus called us to focus on our past or on the future? 
 

 

3. Which of the following do you find is the bigger obstacle when God calls 
you to something new: Fear of the future or the comfort of what you know? 

 

 

Pursue 
Take a few moments to invite someone to one of our Sunday worship services 
to hear more about how we can trust God when we enter a “New” season of 
life. 

 

Pray 
Take a moment to pray for the people in our community who are struggling with 
a new season of life, a new school, new job, newly married or newly widowed. 
Pray God would bring them to our church and that we would be ready to meet 
them with the Good News that Jesus has called them to a wonderful future.  



Wednesday – Step Into the Water 
By George Volpe 

“Now these things happened to them as an example, but they were written 
down for our instruction, on whom the end of the ages has come.” 

1 Corinthians 10:11 
 

If you have raised children, you might be among those of us who feel that by 
the time you begin to figure out how to survive that adventure, the children leave 
the nest. Sure, you will always be a parent. But when the kids become adults, the 
relationship you had with them as children changes—significantly. The ways of 
the past are gone. Now you enter a new relationship, a new season, a new way 
forward.   

We’ve all heard about parents who can’t let go of the past, and still treat their 
grown children like they will forever remain a youngster. When a parent knows 
only the past, it displays an immaturity that stunts their own growth and causes 
heartache in their adult children. Failure to move forward into the future God has 
for us can have troubling effects.  

The details of Israel’s history are recorded for our benefit so that we learn from 
them. (1 Corinthians 10:11) What was the significance of crossing the river 
Jordan? It was stepping into the land God promised. It was leaving the old and 
moving forward into the new. This nation blessed by God now stood at the 
floodwaters of the Jordan River. There was no easy way for even the strongest of 
men to cross over a raging river. But God said to move forward. Did He not care 
about women and children? How about their stuff? This was a serious obstacle. 

On the other side was a land flowing with milk and honey as God promised. But 
it was also a land of challenges. They would be walking straight into battles and 
warfare, of heathen practices and a culture that disregarded God. Was it worth 
the struggle and the pain to stand true to the God of Israel and cross over? Was 
obedience better than wandering? Was promised blessing really better than doing 
their own thing? Was the future really better than the comfort they felt right now? 
It’s amazing how easy it is to trample all over God’s guidance when we react with 
our eyes and our feelings, instead of believing God. But Israel obeyed. 

God promised them the land of Canaan. He promises us a new life in Christ. 
Israel had to believe God for a new future. So do we. They had to believe God 
wanted to take them out of the wilderness of the world. So do we. They had to 
trust that God would go with them through the struggles they would face. And they 
had to start with a step of faith. So should we leave the past and move forward in 
obedience. God’s promises will never fail.   

Read Hebrews 12. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Hebrews+12&version=ESV


Thursday 
By Kenny Tibbetts 

 

Scripture 
“. . . that I may know him and the power of his resurrection, and may share his 
sufferings, becoming like him in his death, that by any means possible I may 
attain the resurrection from the dead. Not that I have already obtained this or 
am already perfect, but I press on to make it my own, because Christ Jesus has 
made me his own. Brothers, I do not consider that I have made it my own. But 
one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what lies 
ahead, I press on toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in 
Christ Jesus.”  

Philippians 3:13-14 

 

Pause 
1. According to Paul, is the best behind you or in front of you?  

 

 

 

2. Why is it so easy to allow our past to keep us from looking toward the 
future? 
 
 

 

3. What is the one thing in your past that you need to “forget” as Paul did in 
order to strain forward to what lies ahead? 

 

 

Pursue 
Underline the actions Paul takes in the above passage. 

 

Pray 
Ask God to help you to focus on the future He has for you. Pray you would know 
Christ more completely, that you would, like Paul, make it your own as Christ 
has made you His own.  



Friday – An Unlikely Heroine - 
Just Like God Planned 

By Nick Molick 

 “Now then, please swear to me by the Lord, that, 
as I have dealt kindly with you, you also will deal kindly 

with my father’s house and give me a sure sign.” 
Joshua 2:12 

 
We all have times when we feel inadequate or not up to the task at hand. 

Hopefully those moments are few and far between. However, all through the Bible 
are examples of unlikely people chosen to be an integral part of God’s plan, story 
and redemption. Think of the disciples. Most of them were fishermen, along with 
a tax collector and others. We are given these details to show how God takes the 
most unlikely and uses them for His glory. Over and over again we see how God’s 
ways are not our ways because we would have chosen a far different twelve to 
take the Gospel to the world.  

We look for learned, accomplished people who would be skilled 
communicators. They would have access to the media to get the story out and 
effectively take it worldwide. Instead we see God use a group of unlikely men who 
were not highly educated and schooled in any rhetorical arts. But they were with 
Jesus and He taught them that with His involvement all things were possible.  

Also consider this, God took the all-star off the opposing team and Paul admits 
he was the Jew of Jews. Did God make Paul a tool to teach and preach to those 
he was schooled with, learning all of the Hebrews laws, traditions, etc.? No. Of 
course God didn’t do that because that would make sense to us. God used Paul 
to take His message to the Gentiles! 

So, when we see the account of Rahab, a prostitute being involved in God’s 
story, we shouldn’t be surprised. In fact, our reaction should be quite the opposite. 
We should expect God to take the most unlikely and use them for His purposes, 
giving us all hope that God can use us in His story, plan and redemption.  

Rahab exhibited great faith in knowing the Lord had promised their land to 
Israel. She wanted to protect the Hebrew spies because she had faith that God 
would protect Israel and she wanted safe passage for her family. Rahab took a 
bold step in faith that is recorded in history and it comes from an unlikely yet hope 
giving source. The story of Rahab and all the other unlikely Bible heroes are 
meant to give us hope when we feel inadequate, when we feel we aren’t up to the 
task. When we feel that way God may just be able to use us.  

Do you know someone who you would consider an unlikely hero of the faith? 
How has God used him or her to impact you? Will you be open to making a similar 
impact in someone’s life?  



Weekend – The Beast 
By Phillip Hamm 

The “Beast” is the largest inflatable obstacle course in the world. To put its 
massive size into perspective, the course spans a space that’s larger than two 
football fields and is made up of 528,000 gallons of air. In total, it weighs some 
12,000 pounds, is 839 feet long and is composed of 32 different obstacle course 
pieces.  

The owners have plans to add additional parts to make it an even 1,000 feet 
long in the near future. The videos make it look like fun. College students are 
laughing as they run and jump, weave and bounce their way to the end. But as I 
looked at it I thought about what it would be like if one of those was set up in my 
life. What if I had to run through that course every time I wanted something to eat? 
Or drink? Or to use the bathroom?!! Very quickly the obstacles would lose their 
entertainment value and become burdensome.  

I think our spiritual life is a lot like that. We are faced with obstacles that keep 
us from growing in our faith. The daily grind of trying to get around them is 
exhausting. And we begin to dread their very existence.  

How badly do you want to overcome those obstacles? What if God had a plan 
for you to do so? What if that plan was absolutely crazy? To prepare your heart 
and mind for worship on Sunday read Joshua 6.

Pray for the World: Mali 

The Republic of Mali is a landlocked state in western Africa. Of the 13 million 
people who live there, 87% are Muslim and less than 3% profess to be Christian. 

Missions have multiplied and few areas of the country are untargeted, but 
breakthrough has not yet been seen. Mali is still a pioneer missions country, with 
two-thirds of the population unevangelized. For years there were only four 
Protestant missions. Only in the more receptive areas have strong churches 
emerged. There are now over 40 agencies from all continents, comprising 
several hundred workers. But the trickle of responses has not yet become a 
flood.  

More and more African and even Malian ministries work there; pray for them 
to collaborate with foreign missions and to have a galvanizing effect on the 
national churches. A prominent, visible Christianity – with actual buildings as 
symbols of growth and presence – would be an answer to prayer; a dynamic, 
growing movement of people to Christ irrespective of physical infrastructure 
would be even greater!                                                                 (operation world) 

Prepare for Worship 
   As you prepare your heart for worship Sunday morning read Psalm 16.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Joshua+6&version=ESV
http://www.operationworld.org/prayer-calendar
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=psalm+16&version=ESV




 


