
 



 
  



Sermon Notes – New 
 

Big Idea: _____________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 

 
Application: _________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________



Discussion Questions 
 

� Make a list of some common obstacles people can’t seem to overcome.  

 

� Why do some people always seem to struggle with the same problems, never 
finding a solution?  

 

� What was the obstacle facing the Israelites as they began to enter the 
Promised Land? Given the size of the city, what do you think the people were 
thinking as they looked at Jericho? 

 

� What was God’s plan for taking the city? How was this different from the 
common battle plan? 

 

� Review the list of common obstacles people face and can’t overcome. What 
would be biblical solutions to some of those problems?  

 

� What keeps people from adhering to those solutions? Why does God’s way 
consistently seem to be at odds with our way? 

 

� What other stories from Scripture can you remember 
where God gave commands that didn’t make sense? 
How did it turn out? 

 

� What is the significance of the conversation Joshua 
had with the angel in 5:13-15? 

 

� What obstacles are you facing? What is God telling 
you to do? Are you doing it? Why or why not?   

One-Year Bible 
Reading Plan 
WEEK 36 
 Day 176 

Matt 26:47-27:10 
Ps 133–134 
 Day 177 

Matt 27:11-44 
Ps 135 
 Day 178 

Matt 27:45-28:20 
Ps 136:1–13 
 Day 179 

Heb 1:1-3:6 
Ps 136:14–26 
 Day 180 

2 Samuel 11-12 
Ps 137–138 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Joshua+5%3A13-15&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matt+26%3A47-27%3A10&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+133%E2%80%93134&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matt+27%3A11-44&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+135&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matt+27%3A45-28%3A20&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+136%3A1%E2%80%9313&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Heb+1%3A1-3%3A6&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+136%3A14%E2%80%9326&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Samuel+11-12&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+137%E2%80%93138&version=ESV


Monday – Preparation God’s Way 
By Nick Molick 

“Today I have rolled away the reproach of Egypt from you.” 
And so the name of that place is called Gilgal to this day.” 

 Joshua 5:9 
 

In Joshua chapter five we see God continuing to prepare His people to take the 
promised land. God is readying the way for His first invited people to take the land 
He promised the patriarchs of the Hebrews 400 years earlier, but this preparation 
does not mean forging new blades, shields and armament. No, quite the contrary. 
It meant readying their hearts and their faith by being devoted and obedient. This 
is yet another example of how God’s ways are not our ways. Thankfully by doing 
what He does, God once again grabs our attention. He lets us know that His story 
is all about Him and His desire for a right relationship with us where we show faith, 
devotion and obedience. God didn’t ask Joshua and his men to create next 
generation arms. He asked them to have a next generation faith. 

Put yourself in Joshua’s shoes after reading Joshua 5:3. Joshua knows he is 
readying for a conquest, but he is given an order that seemingly makes his men 
less ready for battle. However, that was not the case. By being faithful, devoted, 
obedient, and adhering the right of circumcision Joshua and his men made their 
bodies and hearts ready to be in the will of God. God is asking something similar 
of us today. A circumcision of our hearts to be pained by our own sin that will turn 
us to God and make us reach the end of ourselves and the beginning of God’s 
grace, love, mercy and salvation.  

God’s preparation of the Hebrew people did not stop there. God is a god of 
details. He wanted His people to be obedient but to also know that He was with 
them as three wonderful things happen in the second half of chapter five of 
Joshua. The Hebrew people celebrate Passover and are able to eat something 
other than manna. They ate of the fruit of the land that had been long since 
promised. Before that however, in verse nine, we see that after the obedient 
circumcision act by Joshua God let Joshua know He is with them and will give 
them the victory. God rolls back the oncoming Egyptians and then the city gets a 
new name, Gilgal. That is eerily close to the Hebrew word for roll, “galal.”  

Next we see the Captain of the Lord’s army appear, and Joshua asks, “Are you 
for us or for our adversaries?” The response he receives is telling. Look at it at in 
Joshua 5:14. It begins with “No” as if to say, “this is not how this works.” What is 
happening in this theophany (manifestation of God) or Christophany (appearance 
of a pre-incarnate Christ) is that Joshua was told it matters what side you are on.  

What side do we choose? The army of the Lord, where the preparation may not 
make sense to us, is reverent and powerful because God is God and we are not.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Joshua+5%3A3&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Joshua+5%3A14&version=ESV


Tuesday 

By Kenny Tibbetts 

 

Scripture 
Thus says the LORD, who makes a way in the sea, a path in the mighty waters, 
who brings forth chariot and horse, army and warrior; they lie down, they cannot 
rise, they are extinguished, quenched like a wick: “Remember not the former 
things, nor consider the things of old. Behold, I am doing a new thing; now it 
springs forth, do you not perceive it? I will make a way in the wilderness and 
rivers in the desert.” 

Isaiah 43:16-19 

 

Pause 
1. Can you remember a time when God made a way where it seemed like 

there was no way? 

 

 

 

2. How do you handle obstacles in your life? 
 

 

 

3. Have you ever encountered an obstacle that was in your life so that God 
could show you His power to remove it? 

 

 

 

Pursue 
Underline and consider each of the things God does in this passage. 

 

 

Pray 
Pray God would be glorified for the obstacle you are facing in your life. Ask God 
to intervene in the life of someone you know who is facing an obstacle that 
seems immovable.  



Wednesday – I Can Only Imagine 
By George Volpe 

“Looking at them, Jesus said, “With men this is impossible, 
but with God all things are possible.” 

Matthew 19:26 

 

The world defines impossible as something that cannot happen or is hopeless. 
But that definition comes from the human perspective and demonstrates that we 
do not understand, imagine, or account for how something could occur beyond 
the physical world.  

We wake up every day and we see the same world we saw yesterday. We still 
have air and running water. Gravity is still working. But how would I react if 
someone told me we’re going to walk across Lake Michigan tomorrow on dry 
ground? I would look at them like they had a plethora of mental screws loose.  

But seriously, how many of us have known people diagnosed with a terminal 
illness who have had that final check-up and the medical team saw no evidence 
of the tumor that was there days ago? Or that expensive church property that was 
not for sale for years, and became available at just the right time? For almost 
nothing? Or the job that was not available because a pile of people applied before 
you did, and you got the job? Or the car that skidded out of control on an icy bridge 
headed straight for oncoming traffic when it unexplainably bolted sideways out of 
harm’s way? Or the airplane that does a one in a million maneuver and lands 
safely on the Hudson river?   

I say we don’t realize just how little control we actually have. I say God is at 
work in our lives far more than we know, every single day. 

God is doing what we see as impossible. He brings together people who are so 
opposite in personality it’s like night and day, and yet the marriage works. He 
builds a family of relationships with people who are so different it’s astounding, 
and it somehow glorifies Him. He makes the unlikely possible. We can’t take credit 
for that. God builds and nurtures all of us using a mixture of both storms and 
sunshine. He does what we would not and could not do.  

Sin brings disease, and He heals. Sin breaks fellowship, and He restores. Sin 
brings worry, and He calms the troubled heart. Sin promotes fear, and He settles 
our hearts. Sin brings discouragement, and He brings us hope. No human comfort 
can ease our concerns like Jesus can. He who made everything possible is able 
to do immeasurably more than we think. I can only imagine.    

So, when God commanded Israel to march around Jericho, they had a choice 
to make. Obey the God of the impossible, or go their own way.  

Read 1 Kings 17.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Kings+17&version=ESV


Thursday 
By Kenny Tibbetts 

 

Scripture 
As he passed by, he saw a man blind from birth. And his disciples asked him, 
“Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” Jesus 
answered, “It was not that this man sinned, or his parents, but that the works of 
God might be displayed in him.” 

John 9:1-3 

 

 

Pause 
1. How had Jesus’ disciples misunderstood the situation? 

 

 

 

2. To what did Jesus attribute the man’s blindness? 
 
 

 

3. Have you even considered that your struggle might exist so God could be 
glorified in it? 

 

 

 

Pursue 
Take a few moments to memorize John 9:5:  

“As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world.” 

 

 

Pray 
Pray for those in our community who don’t know Jesus. Pray that the lost and 
hurting would find the comfort and salvation that only comes in knowing Jesus 
Christ.  



Friday – Faithful Obedience, 
Incredible Victory 

By Nick Molick 

“Then Joshua rose up early in the morning 
and priest took up the ark of the Lord.” 

Joshua 6:12  
 

You have probably read or heard the story of the battle of Jericho many times.  
At the very least you’ve heard a very catchy song about it. So, what can we learn 
from it now? What does it have to tell us? What this battle and many others 
throughout the Bible tells us is that a good and loving sovereign God wants a 
loving relationship with us and promises us spiritual blessings. But He needs to 
prepare us, and that preparation rarely looks like what we have in our mind’s eye. 

In one of the most famous battles in the Bible we see battle planning that is 
nonsensical to the nonbeliever. They read this account in Joshua six and wonder 
how in the world does this all work? It works because the One who makes it work 
is outside this world and is all powerful, all knowing, and He is everywhere. 

We get a beautiful example in this chapter of just how faithful Joshua and the 
Hebrew people were at that time. How is that? They get a battle plan that 
demands an incredible amount of faith. Think about it. You get orders to take over 
a city that is really a fortress and what exactly are those orders? Read 6:2-5. Does 
that read like an infiltration plan of a city from God or man? Of course, it’s from 
God because if it were from man there would be a lot more “man” involved in it. 

 Man would be armed, man would be in action, man would be scaling walls, 
man would have flaming arrows. This all means that man would have faith 
in…man. We would come up with a plan that lets us help God out with His 
obviously flawed plan. But the faithful Hebrews did not see it that way. Joshua 
hears God’s plan and takes it to the people, and they are all on board. We know 
they are all on board because they are commanded to not utter a word during 
their marches until the end and they obey. What other group of people do you 
know could pull that off over the course of a week?  

The fact that these wonderful and sometimes baffling orders are given by the 
One outside of this world who wants us to be for Him is what gives faith and hope. 
Although at times our circumstances seem dire, strange or daunting, or a 
combination of all three, the God of Joshua and his people is there for us as well. 
One of the many things God is telling and showing us in this story is that faithful 
obedience can bring powerful, wonderful and completely awe-inspiring victories 
especially when that means the battle plan is not based on us but on the One who 
can guarantee the victory. 

In what places of your life can you willingly submit to God’s battle plan for a 
needed victory? How can you prepare yourself for direction from God that doesn’t 
quite make sense?  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Joshua+6%3A25&version=ESV


Weekend – Trust 
By Phillip Hamm 

 

The Willis Skydeck located in downtown Chicago is outside the tallest building 
in the Western Hemisphere. At 1,353 feet in the air, the ledge’s glass boxes 
extend out 4.3 feet from the Skydeck. Your brain struggles to command your legs 
to step away from the safety of the building. You feel as if you will fall at any 
moment. The website advertises the experience by saying “get out on the edge if 
you dare.” But, of course, it’s all perfectly safe. The glass ledge is bolted and 
welded to steel and could take the pressure of high winds and thousands of 
pounds of weight. What could possibly go wrong?  

Well … the floor could crack. Or at least that’s what appeared to be happening 
in June, at the height of tourist season, with dozens of people standing on it and 
hundreds waiting their turn. What appeared to be a disaster in the making was 
only a protective covering cracking. But in the moment, it didn’t take much of an 
imagination to see yourself plunging to the busy roads below. The next people in 
line probably thought twice before taking their turn.   

Sometimes doing what God says is similar. It doesn’t always make sense and 
sometimes even looks like the floor will fall out from under you. It’s in those 
moments we have to make a decision: will we trust what He says, or do we think 
we know better?  

In preparation for Sunday’s worship read Joshua 7.

Pray for the World: Micronesia 

The Federated States of Micronesia includes over 600 coralline islands that 
collectively are the equivalent of the city of El Paso, Texas. The Christian faith 
represents 96% of the 110,000 people living there. 

A large proportion of the population is Protestant, the result of a century of 
ministry by US Congregationals and the German Liebenzell Mission, but 
nominalism and cronyism in leadership are widespread.  

Pray for revival among these long-standing groups. Pray also for the newer, 
fast-growing Pentecostal groups – negotiating the tension between traditional 
Micronesian culture and biblical practice is not straightforward. 

 (operation world) 

Prepare for Worship 
   As you prepare your heart for worship Sunday morning read Psalm 17.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Joshua+7&version=ESV
http://www.operationworld.org/prayer-calendar
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=psalm+17&version=ESV




 


