
 



 

  



Sermon Notes – New 

 

Big Idea: _____________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 

 
Application: _________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________



Discussion Questions 

• Review a list of behaviors asking the group to agree or disagree on which 

ones would be considered sin. 

 

• Why was the loss at Ai so devastating? (Joshua 7:4-5) 

 

• What was the command going into Jericho referring to the spoils of war? 

(6:18-19) Was it clear?  Could it have been misinterpreted?  

 

• Why did Achan do the opposite of what God commanded? 

 

• Return to the list of behaviors discussed in question #1. What is the thought 

process someone goes through to justify their behavior in God’s eyes? 

 

• How did Achan justify his behavior to Joshua? Discuss the process he reveals 

in verse 21. Look also at Adam and Eve (Genesis 3) 

and King David (2 Samuel 11). Compare and 

contrast similarities and differences.  

 

• How does the same process still work in lives today? 

 

• How could these people, who had experienced God 

in powerful ways, make these types of decisions?  

 

• How can we avoid falling into the same trap?  

One-Year Bible 
Reading Plan 

WEEK 37 
 Day 181 

Heb 3:7-5:10 
Ps 139:1–9 
 Day 182 

Heb 5:11-7:28 
Ps 139:10–24 
 Day 183 

Heb 8-9 
Ps 140 
 Day 184 

Heb 10 
Ps 141 
 Day 185 

1 Kings 2-3 
Ps 142 
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Monday – A Promised Victory 
By Nick Molick 

 “Then the Lord said to Joshua, “Do not be afraid, 

do not be discouraged. Take the whole army with you, 

and go up and attack Ai. For I have delivered into your 

hands the king of Ai, his people, his city and his land.” 

 Joshua 8:1 

Joshua was in a very powerful position, but he may not have always felt like it. 

We have seen in the battle of Jericho that Joshua was given some curious yet 

God-glorifying plans for winning a battle. He was faithful and executed those plans 

just as he was directed in order to do two things; give God the glory and achieve 

the promised victory.  

The powerful position Joshua found himself in is one that we can also be in, but 

we must be humble, obedient and listen. I will be the first to admit that often these 

qualities elude me, and often when they do humility is the first to return as God 

brings my focus back to Him and not the things of this world. 

Joshua, who is in a new position, does not shrink back from the task. Rather he 

follows the more militaristic instructions given by God for the battle of Ai. And why 

wouldn’t he after seeing the incredible victory at Jericho! Joshua, and the 

Hebrews following him, realized that God is the One who can promise victory. We 

may play a small part in any story God puts together, but God and God alone is 

the One who is in control and receives the glory.  

While Joshua may be faithful and obedient it does not mean that he did not get 

scared or discouraged. That should give us great hope. If someone God is directly 

speaking to can still become fearful there is hope for us yet. God knows our hearts 

and He will give us tasks. plans and events in our lives that do not necessarily 

make sense to us. That is when we need to remember that He is the one in control. 

God leads with “Do not be afraid, do not be discouraged” in his exhortation to 

Joshua. He knows Joshua’s heart just like he knows ours. When life begins to feel 

like a battle you cannot win remember the One who has promised you ultimate 

victory even though in this world you may have trouble. 

What in your life causes you to doubt the promises of God? How does the 

faithful obedience of Joshua help bolster your faith in those promises?   



Tuesday 

By Kenny Tibbetts 

Scripture 
Now Jericho was shut up inside and outside because of the people of Israel. 

None went out, and none came in. And the LORD said to Joshua, “See, I have 

given Jericho into your hand, with its king and mighty men of valor. You shall 

march around the city, all the men of war going around the city once. Thus shall 

you do for six days. Seven priests shall bear seven trumpets of rams' horns 

before the ark. On the seventh day you shall march around the city seven times, 

and the priests shall blow the trumpets. And when they make a long blast with 

the ram's horn, when you hear the sound of the trumpet, then all the people 

shall shout with a great shout, and the wall of the city will fall down flat, and the 

people shall go up, everyone straight before him.” So Joshua the son of Nun 

called the priests and said to them, “Take up the ark of the covenant and let 

seven priests bear seven trumpets of rams' horns before the ark of the LORD.” 

And he said to the people, “Go forward. March around the city and let the armed 

men pass on before the ark of the LORD.” Joshua 6:1-7 

 

Pause 
1. Do you suppose that daily marching was the best way to remove a wall? 

 

2. Can you imagine how the people of Israel must have felt performing these 

marches? 

 

3. Why do you think God had them do it in this way? 

 

4. Can you think of an example of a time when doing something God’s way 

yielded better results than doing it your own way? 

 

 

Pursue 
Take a few moments to memorize Proverbs 3:5-6: “Trust in the Lord with all 

your heart, and do not lean on your own understanding. In all your ways 

acknowledge him, and he will make straight your paths.” 

 

Pray 
Ask God to give you the faith it takes to do what seems impractical or 

inexpedient so that He may get the glory for what happens in your life. Pray for 

our church, that we would be a church committed to doing things God’s way 

rather than our own way.   



Wednesday – Glory Belongs to God 
By George Volpe 

But the people of Israel broke faith in regard to the devoted things, 

for Achan the son of Carmi, son of Zabdi, son of Zerah, of the 

tribe of Judah, took some of the devoted things. And the anger 

 of the Lord burned against the people of Israel.” Joshua 7:1 

 

In 1961, “Wide World of Sports” aired on TV for the first time with the 

introduction, “The thrill of victory, and the agony of defeat.” That has actually 

become a byword in our language today. We all wanted to be on the victory side 

after watching the accidents by athletes who missed the mark in dangerous 

maneuvers. In life just as in sports, the distance between a great victory and a 

painful defeat is often only a very small misstep. 

Never is the believer in greater danger of a fall than after a victory. That is when 

we are more likely to drop our guard and begin trusting in ourselves or in our past 

victories rather than the Lord. Israel had just miraculously crossed the Jordan and 

also miraculously conquered Jericho. They accomplished these victories without 

devising any strategy. They hadn’t valiantly fought. There were no siege engines 

or tunneling under the walls. They used no battering rams, no bombardment, no 

storming the towers. There were no feats of valor to bring honor to brave men. 

God alone was to be honored for this day. They had simply done what God told 

them to do, marching around the city, blowing their trumpets and giving a loud 

shout. The victory was God’s alone. It was God’s intention that Israel would once 

again see that obedience and trusting God brought results beyond their 

expectations.  

With such an overwhelming victory at Jericho, Israel’s confidence swelled. So, 

Joshua set his sights on the conquest of Ai. But the same people who watched 

the walls of Jericho fall ran into a wall where there was no wall at Ai, a town so 

small they didn’t even think it was necessary to enlist God’s help. And even after 

they realized that mistake, God revealed another serious issue. Achan had taken 

spoils from Jericho after God had expressly forbidden it.  

Who was Achan? His parents saw Moses lead them out of Egypt. They 

witnessed the plagues. They told him of the events of the first Passover. His father 

Carmi walked through the Red Sea and ate manna every morning. He saw the 

quails fall from the skies to feed the people. Achan saw the brazen serpent save 

those bitten by poison venom. We could compare Achan to someone today who 

grew up attending every Sunday School class and every church service. In spite 

of all this, Achan loved himself more than God. He neglected his relationship with 

God. He wasn’t praising God for the miraculous victory over Jericho. He was 

looking for something to take for himself. He brought death and disgrace on 

himself, his family, and other innocent people.  

Read Judges 7.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=judges+7&version=ESV


Thursday 
By Kenny Tibbetts 

 

Scripture 

“If any of you lacks wisdom, you should ask God, who gives generously to all 

without finding fault, and it will be given to you. But when you ask, you must 

believe and not doubt, because the one who doubts is like a wave of the sea, 

blown and tossed by the wind. That person should not expect to receive 

anything from the Lord. Such a person is double-minded and unstable in all they 

do.” James 1:5-7 

 

Pause 

1. What do you do if the wisdom God gives you seems to go against what you 

think you should do? 

 

 

 

2. What are the obstacles to trusting God more completely in your life? 

 

 

 

3. Who could you share this verse with today? 

 

 

 

Pursue 

Take a few moments to memorize James 1:5 and reflect on it: 

“If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask God, who gives generously to all without 

reproach, and it will be given him.” 

 

Pray 
Ask God for the wisdom that He provides. Thank God that he does not examine 

us first to determine if we are worthy before giving us His wisdom. Ask God to 

bless our church services this weekend!  



Friday – Move When 
He Says Move 

By Nick Molick 

 “So Joshua and the whole army moved out to attack Ai. 

He chose thirty thousand of his best fighting 

men and sent them out at night.” 

Joshua 8:3 

 

Joshua and his men moved when they were likely dismayed by the failure of 

Achan’s sin that is recorded in Joshua seven. Yet they moved. God dealt with 

Achan as did the nation of Israel and they were moving on. 

 It can be difficult to regain lost ground much like Ai, but when we experience 

failures we need to know how to get back on track. That is what God did with the 

Hebrews and it is what He can do with us.  

He will lead us to contrition, consecration and renewal so we can move when 

He calls upon us. So, we can leave the past in the past and move on dealing with 

God and dying to self, looking forward to what He has in store for us. God wants 

to use our failures in a good way, to use them often as a foundation for great 

victory that brings Him glory.  

God commands Joshua to take all the people to war and rise and take Ai. God 

was not despondent or in despair after His people sinned, and He did not call 

upon Joshua and his people to be either. Rather He wanted them to get busy 

about the business of being victorious for the Lord because He had not left them 

despite their failing just like He does not leave us when we fail. Our failures are 

not a surprise to Him. He is never shocked by our depravity. Rather He loves us 

nonetheless and calls us to repentance and restoration through His love. 

Although God gave Joshua a fairly detailed plan for taking Ai He did leave some 

details out and that is where the faithful beauty is. Joshua and his men move into 

action and then are told to wait. That is when God moved.  

The same holds true for us. God often tells us to wait and be still, knowing that 

He is God and He will ensure the victory.  

“Be still, and know that I am God. I will be exalted among the nations, I will be 

exalted in the earth!” Psalm 46:10 

  



Weekend – Baptism: Going Public 
By Phillip Hamm 

Baptism is our opportunity to publicly identify with Christ. The activity is rich with 

symbolism. As we go down into the water, we proclaim our old life as dead and 

buried. As we come out of the water, we are announcing our new life in Christ. 

The Bible gives consistent examples of people being baptized only after they 

place their faith in Christ. Take, for example, the story of the Ethiopian eunuch as 

found in Acts 8. He is baptized only after he places his faith in Christ. Another 

example is found in the story of the Philippian jailer in Acts 16. Again, he is 

baptized only after he trusts Christ for his salvation.  

Because salvation comes before baptism, baptism isn’t necessary for salvation. 

One need only point to the thief on the cross who joined Jesus in paradise without 

being baptized (Luke 23:39-43). Post conversion baptism, however, uniquely 

communicates a public identification with Christ like no other event. For two 

millennia people have lost jobs, family, freedom, and even their lives for being 

baptized as a believing adult. Historically, only a serious follower of Jesus went 

public with his/her faith. It was that action that called attention to their lives and 

thus, brought on the persecution.  

In several of our services this morning many will take this step. They will 

proclaim before family and friends that, in Christ, the old life is buried, and they 

are brand new. Let’s celebrate their courage to go public with their faith. 

In preparation for Sunday worship read Acts 8:26-40 

Pray for the World: Mozambique 

The Republic of Mozambique is a coastal country in southeast Africa. The 

Zambezi and 24 other rivers divide the country and make north-south travel 

difficult. The population is greater than 23 million, of which 46% profess to be 

Christian. 

After 30 years of war, the country has enjoyed peace since 1992. The 

politicians have genuinely endeavored to maintain and build on this peace 

performing admirably in advancing the nation’s democratic, economic and 

religious freedom status. 

Mozambique’s brokenness continues. After being shattered by colonialism 

and civil war, natural disasters and debt burdens, Mozambique remains one of 

the world’s poorest nations. Personal brokenness also persists as many have 

been traumatized by the violence and deprivation. 

 (operation world) 

Prepare for Worship 

   As you prepare your heart for worship Sunday morning read Psalm 18.  

http://www.operationworld.org/prayer-calendar
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=psalm+18&version=ESV




 


