
 



 
  



Sermon Notes – God Is So Big!  

 

Big Idea: _____________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 

 
Application: _________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________



Discussion Questions – 2 Chronicles 18 
� What has caused you to struggle with the size and power of God? Why? 

 

� Review the story and the characters: Ahab, Jehoshaphat and Micaiah. 

 

� Why was Micaiah not liked? Where in our culture do we see the same thing 
happening? 

 

� What does the prophet Micaiah say will occur? How does Ahab initially 
respond? What does he do before going into battle? Why does he do this? 

 

� Summarize verse 33. What stands out about God’s activity in this verse? 
What role did the archer play?  

 

� What difference does it make that the archer likely never knew the role he 
played? How does this effect the way you see God using your life? 

 

� List activities we might dismiss as being 
unimportant. Discuss different ways God could use 
those activities. 

 

� Has God ever done something meaningful through 
an event that was otherwise meaningless? Explain. 

 

� What would change in your life if you were confident 
God was doing more than you could see? 

  

One-Year Bible 
Reading Plan 
WEEK 39 
 Day 191 

Eph 4 
Ps 147 
 Day 192 

Eph 5-6 
Ps 148 
 Day 193 

Phil 1 
Ps 149–150 
 Day 194 

Phil 2 
Prov 1:1–19 
 Day 195 

1 Kings 16:29-19:18 
Prov 1:20–33 
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https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+148&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Phil+1&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+149%E2%80%93150&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Phil+2&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Prov+1%3A1%E2%80%9319&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Kings+16%3A29-19%3A18&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Prov+1%3A20%E2%80%9333&version=ESV


Monday 
By Kenny Tibbetts 

 

Scripture 
So Boaz took Ruth, and she became his wife. And he went in to her, and the 
LORD gave her conception, and she bore a son. Then the women said to 
Naomi, “Blessed be the LORD, who has not left you this day without a 
redeemer, and may his name be renowned in Israel! He shall be to you a 
restorer of life and a nourisher of your old age, for your daughter-in-law who 
loves you, who is more to you than seven sons, has given birth to him.” Then 
Naomi took the child and laid him on her lap and became his nurse. And the 
women of the neighborhood gave him a name, saying, “A son has been born to 
Naomi.” They named him Obed. He was the father of Jesse, the father of David. 

Ruth 4:13-16 

 

Pause 
1. Do you have a story of something that seemed random at the time, but you 

later saw God working through it? 

 

 

 

2. How does understanding how big God is give us a new perspective on 
things which seem random? 

 

 

 

Pursue 
Take some time this week to read through the Book of Ruth. Take note of all 
the things which seem random, but God uses to bring Ruth into the family and 
line of Jesus. 

 

 

Pray 
Ask God to give us a God-sized perspective on those things in our lives which 
seem random or even meaningless. In God’s economy nothing is random.  



Tuesday – Are You Fighting 
the Right War? 

(part 1) 
By David Dickmann 

And he said, “Hear, all you peoples!” 
2 Chronicles 18:27 

 

In the TV miniseries, Horatio Hornblower, set during the period of the French 
Revolution and the ensuing Napoleonic Wars with the British, one episode is titled 
“The Wrong War.” In it the title character, a British naval officer, is sent by his 
superior to support French royalists against the revolutionaries. Upon assisting 
the French Royalists to take back their city, the young Hornblower soon finds the 
Royalists using the guillotine to execute suspected revolutionaries in the same 
way the revolutionaries had executed suspected French royalists. Thus, young 
Hornblower recognizes that he is fighting “the wrong war.” 

In 2 Chronicles 18, King Ahab of Israel, who through his wife Jezebel had 
brought the worship of Baal into Israel, found himself fighting “the wrong war.” He 
was afraid of losing a war with a political enemy of Israel, so he called his favorite 
prophets to give him favorable predictions regarding the outcome. But He would 
not listen to Micaiah, the prophet of the Lord who told him of the battle in the 
heavenlies. Ahab had the chance to listen and recognize that he was on the wrong 
side of the real war, but he chose to ignore the Lord and fight “the wrong war.” In 
his apostasy, he was now fighting against God, and was killed even though he 
tried to hide himself. 

How many Christians find themselves fighting “the wrong war?” Are we more 
concerned about flesh and blood enemies than we are about making sure we are 
fighting the true enemy while being on God’s side? Paul tells us that as believers 
in Christ our real war is not against flesh and blood but against the principalities 
of evil in the heavenly places. As with Ahab, our real war is with sin and Satan, 
and those are formidable enemies.  

We have the words of the Lord’s prophets and apostles recorded for us in 
Scripture. We have guaranteed access to offer prayer for guidance from these 
words, and we have an assured promise that if we do seek guidance from the 
Lord from these words, we will obtain it. Let us make sure we are fighting the real 
war with Him as our captain while we use the weapons of the Lord in obedience 
to His words. If we do this, our ultimate victory in that war is assured!   

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Chronicles+18&version=ESV


Wednesday – Thy Will Be Done 
By George Volpe 

“. . . for I am God, and there is no other; 
I am God, and there is none like me . . .” 

Isaiah 46:9 

 

The term “random act of kindness” was coined in 1982 by Anne Herbert, who 
wrote a book by the same name in 1993. The full, original phrase is “random 
acts of kindness and senseless acts of beauty.” Her expression was an attempt 
to counteract the phrase “random acts of violence and senseless acts of 
cruelty.” In any case, I often thought a “random act of kindness” was a welcome 
thought, a breath of fresh air in a troubled world. But if we think of doing 
something for someone, however small or unplanned until that moment, is it 
really random? 

What is random? We consider it as something unpredictable. That implies 
events that occur that we did not expect. It might be activity that occurs without 
following the normal rules. If I was to insert a sentence here about a lost puppy 
you would probably say that is random. It might be out of context, but does that 
make it random? Sure, it would be unexpected—to you. But just because it 
doesn’t make sense to you doesn’t mean it wasn’t planned. 

Is random the same as chance or coincidence? Jesus used the word 
coincidence once in the New Testament. The word “coincidence” is translated 
from the Greek word synkyrian, which is a combination of two words: sun and 
kurios. Sun means “together with,” and kurious means “supreme in authority.” 
So, a biblical definition of coincidence would be “what occurs together by God’s 
providential arrangement of circumstances.” 

What appears to us as random is in fact overseen by a sovereign God who 
has an eternal plan and knows everything there is to know; past, present, and 
future. For finite creatures like us who are limited in time, that’s beyond our 
comprehension. In Isaiah 46:11, God states unequivocally that He is in charge 
of everything. “What I have said, that I will bring about; what I have planned, 
that I will do.”  

King Ahab thought by disguising himself he would be safe in the battle. This 
only shows that Ahab did not know God, had no regard for God, and did not 
understand that God is in control regardless of what Ahab did. 2 Chronicles 
18:33 says “A certain man drew his bow at random…” and in all the jostling and 
craziness of bouncing around in a battle, it just happened to hit King Ahab 
perfectly in an unprotected spot in his armor. Was the bowman a hero? I don’t 
think so. God is in control. He guided the arrow then, and He moves in our lives 
today. His plan will be accomplished. No scheme of man can stand against the 
will of God.  

Read Isaiah 46.   

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+46&version=ESV


Thursday – Are You Fighting 
the Right War? (part 2) 

By David Dickmann 

Now after John was arrested, Jesus came into 
Galilee, proclaiming the gospel of God, and saying, 

“The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God 
is at hand; repent and believe in the gospel.” 

Mark 1:14-15 

 

In Tuesday’s devotional we looked at the demise of King Ahab of Israel, who 
chose his earthly kingdom over the Kingdom of God. Because of unbelief, he did 
not trust God’s word. 

This was not a one-time event for Ahab. Ahab had built a habit – a life pattern 
- of not trusting God. In 1 Kings 18-22, we learn the Lord had demonstrated over 
and over again to Ahab that he was the true king of Israel. The Lord had sent one 
of the greatest Old Testament prophets to Ahab: Elijah. Yet Ahab refused to 
believe and lost his war against sin and Satan. What then should we do to fight 
our personal war against sin and Satan? 

Consider Mark 1:14-15. Eight hundred years after Ahab, someone much 
greater than Elijah walked into the land of Israel. Jesus announced: “The time is 
fulfilled, the kingdom of God is at hand.” 

The purpose for all the long years of Israel’s existence, the messages from all 
their prophets, their hopes and dreams for deliverance from their enemies now 
stood before them in human form. The King Himself now stood in their midst. 

What did the King tell them to do? “Repent and believe in the Gospel.” Repent 
and believe! Was that not the same message He had sent to them through all His 
prophets over all the long years? Now He was telling them face to face. Repent 
and believe! It’s the same message, not only to those in Galilee who heard Him 
speak, but to us as well. 

A few weeks ago a man in the Sunday school class I attend made a comment 
that every morning before he goes to work he takes a little time to confess his sins 
to the Lord and ask Him for help to live a life that day that is pleasing to Him. It 
was a timely word for me; I too should do that. It’s very simple and very needful – 
it is the power of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. It’s what I need to fight the right war.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Kings+18-22&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+1%3A14-15&version=ESV


Friday 
By Kenny Tibbetts 

 

Scripture 
On that night the king could not sleep. And he gave orders to bring the book of 
memorable deeds, the chronicles, and they were read before the king. And it 
was found written how Mordecai had told about Bigthana and Teresh, two of 
the king's eunuchs, who guarded the threshold, and who had sought to lay 
hands on King Ahasuerus. And the king said, “What honor or distinction has 
been bestowed on Mordecai for this?” The king's young men who attended him 
said, “Nothing has been done for him.” And the king said, “Who is in the court?” 
Now Haman had just entered the outer court of the king's palace to speak to 
the king about having Mordecai hanged on the gallows that he had prepared 
for him. 

Esther 6:1-4 

 

Pause 
1. Have you ever heard one of those stories about someone who missed a 

car accident because they stopped to tie their shoe? Or who didn’t get on 
a plane that crashed because they ate a bad burrito? How is this story like 
that? 

 

 

2. How can you pause to see God working in the “random” events of your life? 
 

 

 

Pursue 
Invite someone to join you for one of our services this Sunday as we continue 
talking about how big God is! 

 

 

Pray 
Praise God for working in the small, seemingly random things in your life. Thank 
God for the times He has rescued you without you even knowing it.   



Weekend – What Are the Odds? 
By Phillip Hamm 

 

What are the odds? It’s a phrase we throw out when unlikely events line up and 
the stray fabrics of life come together. Some call it chance or dumb luck, but 
maybe there’s something else going on altogether.  

My grandpa Hamm served in three major campaigns in WW II: the invasions of 
Africa, Sicily, and Normandy. Thousands of men were wounded and died all 
around him, yet he came home physically unscathed. What are the odds?  

Sparkie, new to town, went to visit some friends she had met while her father 
was stationed in France. Bob happened to be at the same house the day she 
stopped for a visit. On July 1, 1967 they married and later became my mom and 
dad. What are the odds? 

 Every day we walk through life as if we are in charge. But what’s the chance 
that God has masterfully set up the chessboard of life to move you exactly where 
He wants you to be, at the exact time He wants you to be there? What’s the 
chance that the odds are stacked in His favor?  

Over and over the randomness of our lives comes together and appears much 
less random.  

Read Acts 17:16-34 in preparation for worship this weekend. 

Pray for the World: Nigeria                                                                                                                        
The Federal Republic of Nigeria is a coastal country in west Africa. Its total 

land mass is roughly the combined size of Texas and Idaho. Even though English 
is the official language, there are 521 languages throughout Nigeria. 

With mangrove and tropical rain forests in the south, savannah and grasslands 
in the north, Nigeria is drained by the Niger-Benue river systems. Among the 
population of 158 million, 51% profess to be Christian and 31% evangelical. 

Missions vision was birthed in the 1970s through revival among university 
students. This vision has blossomed into a movement accounting for over 5,000 
Nigerian missionaries at home and abroad, helping lead the way for Africa-wide 
mission mobilization.                                                                  

  (operation world) 

Prepare for Worship 
   As you prepare your heart for worship Sunday morning read Psalm 20.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+17%3A16-34+&version=ESV
http://www.operationworld.org/prayer-calendar
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=psalm+20&version=ESV




 


