
 



 
  



Sermon Notes – God is So Big  

 

Big Idea: _____________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 

 
Application: _________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________



Discussion Questions – Judges 7 

 
� What ways do we convince ourselves and/or others that we are strong and in 

control?  

 

� Why is it important to us to be in or appear to be in control in different 
environments? Is it good or bad that we do this? Why or why not? 

 

� What’s the problem facing Israel in Judges 6-7? What role does God want 
Gideon to play? Why is he an unlikely choice? 

 

� Review the numbers in the story. How many soldiers did Gideon start with? 
How many soldiers were in the Midianite army? How many soldiers did 
Gideon end up with? Have someone do the math to determine the odds. 

 

� How did God bring the number of soldiers down to 300? What is significant 
about the process? Why did God do this? 

 

� Judges 7:8 describes what Gideon saw after he was left with 300 soldiers. 
Discuss what he was possibly thinking/feeling. What 
tasks has God asked you to do that feel similarly 
overwhelmingly.  

 

� What stops you from obeying the crazy things God 
invites you to do? Does God even invite you to do 
crazy things? Did He used to? Why might He not 
anymore?  

 

� How did they win the battle? (vs.19-22) Why did God 
choose to fight this battle this way? 

 

� Read the following passages: John 3:25-30 and 2 
Corinthians 12:9-10. Discuss how being small and 
weak are critical to following Christ.  
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Monday 
By Kenny Tibbetts 

Scripture 
In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of Galilee 
named Nazareth, to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of 
the house of David. And the virgin's name was Mary. And he came to her and 
said, “Greetings, O favored one, the Lord is with you!” But she was greatly 
troubled at the saying, and tried to discern what sort of greeting this might be. 
And the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with 
God. And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall 
call his name Jesus. He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most 
High. And the Lord God will give to him the throne of his father David, and he 
will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no 
end.” And Mary said to the angel, “How will this be, since I am a virgin?”  
And the angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the 
power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will 
be called holy—the Son of God. And behold, your relative Elizabeth in her old 
age has also conceived a son, and this is the sixth month with her who was 
called barren. For nothing will be impossible with God.” And Mary said, “Behold, 
I am the servant of the Lord; let it be to me according to your word.” And the 
angel departed from her.  
Luke 1:26-38 

 

Pause 
1. Why do you suppose God used Mary to birth the Savior of the world? 
 
 
2. Can you think of any other examples of how God used something weak to 

display His strength? 
 
 

Pursue 
Take a few moments to commit Luke 1:32 to memory: “He will be great and will 
be called the Son of the Most High. And the Lord God will give to him the throne 
of his father David.” 

 

Pray 
Ask God that you would be weak enough in your own strength to display His 
mighty power in your life.  



Tuesday – Overwhelming Power 
By George Volpe 

“Who has measured the waters in the hollow of his hand, 
and meted out heaven with the span, and comprehended 

the dust of the earth in a measure, and weighed the 
mountains in scales, and the hills in a balance?” 

Isaiah 40:12 

The Earth is big. But you can fit almost 1,300 Earths in Jupiter. And you can fit 
1,000 Jupiters inside the Sun. And we can’t even count the number of solar 
systems there are. The staggering fact is that God is immeasurably greater than 
all His creation. God is far beyond what we understand as “big.” Probably the best 
word is infinite. All I know is that I’m glad God is so “big” that there is nothing He 
can’t handle. 

When we first heard the news about Hurricane Dorian, we were in Wisconsin 
and were due to return home the day the storm would be here. I thought I better 
spend some time in prayer asking God to move the hurricane out to sea, and 
probably so did a million others. We decided to head home early. Slowly the 
hurricane turned until it stayed in the Atlantic. God moved the storm. Thanks be 
to God. 

Near the end of our flight back to Florida, the pilot informed us that Tampa was 
experiencing a severe thunderstorm that was moving very slowly and we were 
directed to stay aloft until further notice. But the plane needed refueling. The pilot 
announced that it was likely we would have to go to Ft. Myers for refueling. I 
started praying that God would blow the thunderstorm away. Then I thought, “God 
doesn’t need wind to move it. He can just move it.” God is bigger than any storm.  

That got me thinking. He is Bigger than our problems, Bigger than our storms. 
Bigger than the universe. And as powerful and overwhelming as God is, He is still 
interested in our concerns. And we were concerned. We were in the air, tired, and 
anxious to get home. After what seemed like way too long, the pilot announced 
we were going to land in Tampa. God moved the storm—again. 

Gideon was selected by God to lead Israel against the Midianites. He felt ill-
equipped for the task and tried to back out. But the Lord chose Gideon specifically 
to demonstrate the power of God. How did 300 men with trumpets, pitchers and 
lamps win such a lopsided victory? They didn’t. God did.  

Who is like God? We can’t really compare God to anyone. No comparison is 
worthy. Our God is bigger than big. He makes the impossible possible. And yet 
He loves us so much more than we know.  

Read Isaiah 40.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+40&version=ESV


Wednesday 
By Kenny Tibbetts 

 

Scripture 
“Now when they saw the boldness of Peter and John, and perceived that they 
were uneducated, common men, they were astonished. And they recognized 
that they had been with Jesus. But seeing the man who was healed standing 
beside them, they had nothing to say in opposition. But when they had 
commanded them to leave the council, they conferred with one another, saying, 
‘What shall we do with these men? For that a notable sign has been performed 
through them is evident to all the inhabitants of Jerusalem, and we cannot deny 
it.’” 

Acts 4:13-16 

 

Pause 
1. What shows us how powerful God is in this passage? 

 

 

 

2. What does this passage tell us about Peter and John? 
 
 

 

3. How does understanding how big God is give us freedom to be small? 

 

 

 

Pursue 
Send an encouraging word to someone who might be struggling with feeling 
too small for their big problems this week. 

 

 

Pray 
Ask God to show how big and mighty He is in the life of someone you love.  



Thursday – Why God Gives Us 
More than We Can Handle 

By Jon Bloom, desiringGod 

The next time someone says that God doesn’t give us more than we can 
handle, point them to Judges 7. God’s instructing Gideon to take on over 100,000 
enemy soldiers with just 300 fits in the “more than you can handle” category. 
Imagine how Gideon and his servant, Purah, must have felt trying to come to grips 
with a humanly impossible assignment. 

The Lord had judged Israel’s army of 32,000 too big to face Midian’s. Israel 
would think more highly of himself than he ought to think when God gave him 
victory. So Gideon had sent home whoever was afraid. When 22,000 hit the road, 
Gideon had to quiet his own fear. Now Israel was outnumbered ten-to-one. But 
God was with them and armies had overcome such odds before. 

Oddly, the Lord considered these odds still too much in Israel’s favor. So in 
obedience to the Lord’s instruction, Gideon brought his small, thirsty army down 
to the spring of Harod. And he gave his servant, Purah, the strangest command 
of his brief military career: “Observe all the men as they drink. Have every man 
who laps his water like a dog stand off to the side.” (Judges 7:5) In the quiet, the 
Lord spoke to Gideon, “With the 300 men who lapped I will save you and give the 
Midianites into your hand, and let all the others go every man to his home.” 
(Judges 7:7) 

When we’re confronted with an impossible situation or trial, Gideon’s three 
hundred preach to us that “salvation . . . is from the Lord” (Psalm 37:39) and “if 
God is for us, who can be against us?” (Romans 8:31). These are no 
domesticated platitudes. God really intends for us to cast our all on these massive 
truths and for them to give us more-than-conquerors confidence and peace 
(Romans 8:37), no matter what we face.  

It is not hyperbole to say that the defeat of our sin that Jesus accomplished on 
the cross dwarfs Gideon’s victory. Compared to overcoming God’s wrath against 
our sin, defeating 100,000 Midianites was very small. And if God “did not spare 
his own Son but gave him up for us all, how will he not also with him graciously 
give us all things” (Romans 8:32)? 

God certainly does give us more than we can handle. And he does it “to make 
us rely not on ourselves but on God who raises the dead” (2 Corinthians 1:9). If 
you’re facing some overwhelming adversary or adversity and you wonder how 
God could possibly deliver and work it for your good (Romans 8:28), then take 
heart. He is granting you the joy of experiencing the reality of Judges 7, Romans 
8, and 2 Corinthians 1. 

Read the entire article at www.desiringgod.org/articles/why-god-gives-us-
more-than-we-can-handle.  

https://www.desiringgod.org/articles/why-god-gives-us-more-than-we-can-handle
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Friday 
By Kenny Tibbetts 

 

Scripture 
“So to keep me from becoming conceited because of the surpassing greatness 
of the revelations, a thorn was given me in the flesh, a messenger of Satan to 
harass me, to keep me from becoming conceited. Three times I pleaded with 
the Lord about this, that it should leave me. But he said to me, ‘My grace is 
sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.’ Therefore I will 
boast all the more gladly of my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may 
rest upon me. For the sake of Christ, then, I am content with weaknesses, 
insults, hardships, persecutions, and calamities. For when I am weak, then I am 
strong.” 

2 Corinthians 12:7-10 

 

Pause 
1. How does God turn weakness into strength? 

 
 
 

2. Can you think of a time when God used a weak area in your life to display 
His strength? 

 
 
 

3. What does Paul say in verse 10 is the key to being content in this life? 
 
 
 

Pursue 
Take some time this week to read the rest of 2 Corinthians 12 and consider how 
big God is. 

 

 

Pray 
Praise God because He deserves all praise. Ask God to give you God-sized 
affection for Him in your heart and displayed in your life.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Corinthians+12%3A10&version=ESV
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Weekend – The Right Place 
at the Right Time 

By Phillip Hamm 
 

“Yet he is actually not far from each one of us, for 
in him we live and move and have our being.” 

Acts 17:27-28 
 

Sometimes we end up in the right place at the right time. Pilot David Zehntner 
and his wife were flying their Cessna 182 over their home in 2012 when they 
noticed a stranger in the driveway making off with their trailer. They followed the 
truck for miles and called the police from the air. The hapless robber was quickly 
nabbed. 

Dorothy Fletcher had a heart attack on a flight to Orlando in 2003. When an 
attendant asked if any doctors were on board, 15 cardiologists stood up. They 
were en route to a conference. Needless to say, she survived. 

Sometimes it seems that we just happen to be at the right place at the right 
time. But what if there is more going on than just circumstance and chance? What 
if God has a plan and brings us exactly where He wants us to be at the exact 
moment He wants us to be there?  

In preparation for worship on Sunday read Acts 17:22-33.

Pray for the World: Panama 
The Republic of Panama is the narrowest point of the Central American 

isthmus and is bisected by the Panama Canal. Over 3.5 million people live in this 
country that is slightly smaller than the state of South Carolina.  

The challenge for prayer is the missionary vision. Panama is developing into 
a sending nation. There are over 94 Panamanians serving cross-culturally, a 
number bound to increase. Agencies work to mobilize the Church into world 
missions. The network PAAM (“Panamanians Reaching the World”) is at the vital 
core of the movement and brings together dozens of ministries and 
denominations. The main obstacles to greater mission sending are lack of unity, 
lack of vision and lack of training.                                             (operation world) 

Prepare for Worship 
   As you prepare your heart for worship Sunday morning read Psalm 21.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+17%3A22-33&version=ESV
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