
 



 
  



Sermon Notes – God is So Big  

 

Big Idea: _____________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 

 
Application: _________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________



Discussion Questions – Acts 17 
� Share a story about you, or someone you know, being in the right place at 

the right time. What feelings do those scenarios provoke?  

� Why does life seem random? Why aren’t we able to connect the dots very 
often? 

� What was Paul doing in Athens? Why did the people want to hear more 
about what he was saying? 

� Why did the people of Athens have a statue to an unknown god? How did 
Paul use it? 

� What does our culture pick and choose from the Bible? How do Christians 
do the same thing? 

� What is significant about the characteristics of God as mentioned in verses 
24-25? 

� Define the theological term ‘immutable’ as it 
pertains to God. How does this change the way you 
see God and His dealings with mankind? 

� Refer to verse 27. Discuss how you can see God’s 
hand in history organizing time periods and 
geographic boundaries.  

� What is His purpose in moving people from region 
to region?  

� What does this passage challenge us to do? How 
are we to respond to the people from around the 
world God has brought to our community? 

  

One-Year Bible 
Reading Plan 
WEEK 41 
 Day 201 

1 Thess 1-3 
Prov 4:12–27 
 Day 202 

1 Thess 4-5 
Prov 5:1–9 
 Day 203 

2 Thess 1-3 
Prov 5:10–23 
 Day 204 

Daniel 1-3 
Prov 6:1–19 
 Day 205 

Daniel 4-6 
Prov 6:20–35 
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Monday 
By Kenny Tibbetts 

Scripture 
“For although they knew God, they did not honor him as God or give thanks to 
him, but they became futile in their thinking, and their foolish hearts were 
darkened.” Romans 1:21 

 

Pause 
The following is an excerpt from A.W Tozer’s “The Knowledge of the Holy”: 
“Among the sins to which the human heart is prone, hardly any other is more 
hateful to God than idolatry, for idolatry is at bottom a libel on His character. 
The idolatrous heart assumes God is other than He is—in itself a monstrous 
sin—and substitutes for the true God one made after its own likeness. Always 
this god will conform to the image of the one who created it and will be base or 
pure, cruel or kind, according to the moral state of the mind from which it 
emerges. 
A god begotten in the shadows of a fallen heart will quite naturally be no true 
likeness of the true God. "Thou thoughtest," said the Lord to the wicked man in 
the psalm, "that I was altogether such an one as thyself." Surely this must be a 
serious affront to the Most High God before whom cherubim and seraphim 
continually do cry, "Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of Sabaoth." 
Let us beware lest we in our pride accept the erroneous notion that idolatry 
consists only in kneeling before visible objects of adoration, and that civilized 
peoples are therefore free from it. The essence of idolatry is the entertainment 
of thoughts about God that are unworthy of Him. It beings in the mind and may 
be present where no overt act of worship has taken place. "When they knew 
God," wrote Paul, "they glorified him not as God, neither were thankful; but 
became vain in their imaginations, and their foolish heart was darkened." 
Then followed the worship of idols fashioned after the likeness of men and birds 
and beasts and creeping things. But this series of degrading acts began in the 
mind. Wrong ideas about God are only the fountain from which the polluted 
waters of idolatry flow; they are themselves idolatrous. The idolater simply 
imagines things about God and acts as if they were true.” 
 

Pursue  

Underline what you found most challenging in the above excerpt. 

 

Pray 
Consider how the picture of God in your life has been too small. Ask God to 
increase in your life, to become larger in your mind that you might serve and 
love Him better.  



Tuesday – God’s Grace in 
the Hurricane Zone 

By David Dickmann 

“And the rain fell, and the floods came, and the winds 
blew and beat on that house, but it did not fall, 

because it had been founded on the rock.” 

Matthew 7:25 

 

In the aftermath of Hurricane Dorian, the Palm Beach Post published a photo 
of the ruins of a home on the east end of Grand Bahama Island. The house was 
completely destroyed; just rubble remained. Some ask, “How could God allow this 
to happen?” But that is a naïve view of things.  

We know if we build our house on an island in a hurricane zone, that it likely 
won’t fare well when the rains and winds and floods strike. When I walk out my 
front door and look at the ground, I see sand. I bought this house knowing I was 
buying a house built on sand in a hurricane zone. If a hurricane strikes, I must 
accept the consequences of my decision. 

Now there was something noteworthy about the photo of the ruins of that house 
on Grand Bahama Island. On top of the ruins was a Bible laid out in the sun to 
dry. It may be that although the physical house had been built on the sand, the 
far more important house (the life of the person who owns that Bible) may be built 
on the rock.  

Jesus said, “Everyone then who hears these words of mine and does them will 
be like a wise man who built his house on the rock. And the rain fell, and the floods 
came, and the winds blew and beat on that house, but it did not fall, because it 
had been founded on the rock. And everyone who hears these words of mine and 
does not do them will be like a foolish man who built his house on the sand. And 
the rain fell, and the floods came, and the winds blew and beat against that house, 
and it fell, and great was the fall of it." Matthew 7:24-27 

Hurricane Dorian is yet one more reminder from our gracious Lord that to come 
is the great day of God’s wrath, and there is still time to go to the Bible, hear Jesus’ 
words and act upon them. He is the Rock, and if the house of my life is built upon 
Him, my house will survive in that day.  

If I do not act upon His words, my life will end up like a beach house in a 
hurricane zone.  



Wednesday – God Is In Control 
By George Volpe 

“Now to him who is able to do far more abundantly than all that we ask or 
think, according to the power at work within us, to him be glory in the church 

and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, forever and ever Amen.” 

Ephesians 3:20-21 

 

I love asking people how they got here. The stories are never the same, but 
always interesting. People recount their decisions along the road of life, 
opportunities taken and lost, and results that brought them where they are today. 
It seems like a confused mixture of choices we make and things that happen that 
are just out of our control. Stir it all up and you end up with a biopic of your life. 

In a world that ignores God most of the time, it’s culturally acceptable to think 
your path in life is totally dependent on your decisions and your actions. Once in 
a while, and maybe more on Sundays, we might drop our humanistic thinking and 
be a little more open to how God works. But the world is continually choking us 
with ideologies of individuality, self-will, and dissing any thought of dependence 
on God with mantras like “you’re first,” “you’re the boss,” and “do your own thing.” 

Then there’s the other end of the spectrum where we give up and do nothing. 
Let everyone else do it. Let God do it, and I’ll just sit back and be entertained. 
Hmmm. 

It is tempting to think that we control our own destiny. You make a choice; you 
get a result. And God is an afterthought. Is that what happens? I don’t believe it. 
I think God is intimately involved in our lives every day, working for our benefit 
with. and in spite of. our choices. To be sure, we can fall fast and hard with poor 
choices. But I think Scripture is clear that God overrules in the affairs of men. His 
plan and His will cannot be thwarted by any of our choices. You are exactly where 
you are because God has brought you here. 

What would God have to do to prove to you that He is in charge and in control 
of everything? Maybe you say, “well if I were there to witness the parting of the 
Red Sea, that would be enough.” Maybe you would finally believe Him if you 
actually saw Him crucified and then alive three days later. Maybe you would trust 
Him if your child was dead and buried and He brought your loved one back to life. 
Maybe even that would not be enough.  

Time after time we see how God moved to accomplish His purpose in the pages 
of Scripture regardless of the decisions of men, both good and bad. Our 
omnipotent God is able to use the most obedient servant or the most rebellious 
one to accomplish His will. God is always in complete control. His plan for you is 
perfect. 

Read Ephesians 3. 

  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ephesians+3&version=ESV


Thursday – God Is Beyond These Walls 
By Nick Molick 

“The God who made the world and everything in it, being Lord 
of heaven and earth, does not live in temples made by man.” 

Acts 17:24 

 

The Apostle Paul was seemingly always put in difficult positions in order to 
spread the Gospel to those who had not yet heard the message of Christ, His 
resurrection and offer of salvation. While we read the exploits of Paul, and all of 
Christ’s followers in the Bible, we see them in situations they would rather not be 
in, or at the very least would not have chosen to be in.  

I do not believe you or I are any different. We often fear change and things that 
present challenges to us in our normal day-to-day. However, as R.C. Sproul once 
said, two of the most powerful words in the Bible are “but God.” So, we encounter 
‘but God’ moments when, if it were not for God, we wouldn’t be involved in that 
place, talking to that person or leading that group. ‘But God’ was there and being 
a God of details, He makes things happen to His glory. 

We can fall into a consumer Christian trap of coming to church, putting our time 
in, and then moving on about our day, week, month and year. Coming into the 
church building does not mean you have entered the building where God dwells. 
It also does not mean that He isn’t there, I want to make that clear. I am never in 
the business of telling you God cannot do something. God is in the church but 
more importantly He is also everywhere else. Remember, He is a God who is 
omniscient, omnipotent, and omnipresent. We don’t get to tell God He isn’t 
involved in something or that He doesn’t care about something because God is 
everywhere, all knowing and all powerful.  

There are two very important questions we need to answer in our lives. “What 
do you believe about Jesus?” and, “How big is your God?” We do not worship a 
God just on Sunday who resides within the confines of our church. We worship a 
God all days, at all times, who is intimately involved in our lives; in the great times, 
in the good times and always in the worst times. God is there, wanting us to turn 
to Him for guidance, comfort and restoration.  

Our God is bigger than big. That makes those who believe in Him wonderfully 
chosen to serve and worship the greatest being ever who is so lovingly concerned 
about our souls.  



Friday 
By Kenny Tibbetts 

 

Scripture 
“So Paul, standing in the midst of the Areopagus, said: “Men of Athens, I 
perceive that in every way you are very religious. For as I passed along and 
observed the objects of your worship, I found also an altar with this inscription: 
‘To the unknown god.’ What therefore you worship as unknown, this I proclaim 
to you. The God who made the world and everything in it, being Lord of heaven 
and earth, does not live in temples made by man, nor is he served by human 
hands, as though he needed anything, since he himself gives to all mankind life 
and breath and everything. And he made from one man every nation of mankind 
to live on all the face of the earth, having determined allotted periods and the 
boundaries of their dwelling place, that they should seek God, and perhaps feel 
their way toward him and find him. Yet he is actually not far from each one of 
us.” Acts 17:22-27 

 

Pause 
1. Do you think it is possible to be a very religious person, one who serves in 

church, gives in church and even participates in church, and not know God? 

 

 

2. What are some of the issues Paul needed to correct in the Greeks’ 
misconception about God? 

 
 

3. Have you ever felt God was far from you? Do you think it was because you 
imagined God smaller than He actually is? 

 

 

Pursue 
Take a moment to memorize Colossians 2:9: 9 “For the entire fullness of God’s 
nature dwells bodily in Christ.” 

 

Pray 
Pray for the Sunday services at our church this weekend. Pray we would make 
a big deal about how big God is!  



Weekend – Counter Culture 
By Phillip Hamm 

“And because of him you are in Christ Jesus, who became to us 
wisdom from God, righteousness and sanctification and redemption, 
so that, as it is written, “Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.” 

1 Corinthians 1:30-31 
 

It seems daily I hear news that makes me feel like we’re living in a bad soap 
opera. Someone’s cheating on someone. Someone’s stealing something from 
someone. Someone’s accusing someone of something. But I’m not talking about 
people outside the church. I’m talking about people who claim to follow Christ.  

One of the original teachings of Jesus is for His followers to be different from 
those who don’t follow Him. It’s almost like Jesus knew He would lose credibility 
the moment His followers started acting like those who aren’t. I think that’s where 
we are in our culture.  

Every day nonbelievers are growing more and more antagonistic toward 
believers. And every day we give them more and more reasons to turn away from 
Christ and His church. Thankfully this isn’t a new issue. Paul dealt with the same 
things in the church of Corinth.  

Prepare for worship this upcoming Sunday by reading 1 Corinthians 1. Then 
join us for a new series entitled “Counter Culture.” 

Pray for the World:  Poland 
The Republic of Poland is a Central European plain with a Baltic coastline. Of 

the 38 million people who live there, 90% proclaim to be Christian. 
Evangelical Christians have always been a very small minority, but some 

positive development is evident. Unfortunately, the growth immediately following 
Communism’s fall was replaced by relative stagnation in the new millennium. 

Challenges for prayer are a) Evangelical unity is progressing well from the 
divisions of years past, but genuine cooperation is still new territory for most 
churches. b) Jehovah’s Witnesses outnumber evangelicals two to one. Pagan, 
Wicca and especially New Age groups steadily gain followers, with many 
practitioners comfortably combining these with Catholicism. c) The large Polish 
diaspora consists of millions who live and work elsewhere in Europe, particularly 
in the UK. Of these, a large number are exposed to the Gospel in a new way and 
in a more open environment.                                                    (operation world) 

Prepare for Worship 
   As you prepare your heart for worship Sunday morning read Psalm 22.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Corinthians+1&version=ESV
http://www.operationworld.org/prayer-calendar
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=psalm+22&version=ESV




 


