
 



 
 
  



Sermon Notes – Counter Culture 

 

Big Idea: _____________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 

 
Application: _________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________



Discussion Questions: 1 Corinthians 
 

� What are some topics over which people argue? Discuss why people do this. 

 

� What was going on in the city of Corinth when Paul founded the church? 

 

� How does the culture of the city affect the behavior of the people in the 
church? 

 

� What are topics churches fight about? Why are some churches known for 
fighting and some are known as being peaceful? What makes the difference? 

 

� What was the topic being argued over in the church of Corinth? Why do you 
think they argued over this?  

 

� Read 3:4. What does Paul mean when he refers to the people as acting 
‘merely human?’ What expectation does Paul seem to be communicating? 

 

� What are some possible outcomes of the arguing our 
culture engages in? How does this affect the church? 
How does this affect the way our culture sees 
Christians?  

 

� Read Luke 6:27. How do the words of Jesus speak 
to the topic of arguing/defending ourselves? What 
standard does He set for His followers?  

 

� Why are we so quick to argue our point or debate our 
side of a topic? What keeps us from obeying the 
words of Jesus when people disagree with us?  

 

  

One-Year Bible 
Reading Plan 
WEEK 42 
 Day 206 

1 Tim 1-2 
Prov 7:1–11 
 Day 207 

1 Tim 3-4 
Prov 7:12–27 
 Day 208 

1 Tim 5-6 
Prov 8:1–9 
 Day 209 

2 Tim 1-2 
Prov 8:10–22 
 Day 210 

2 Tim 3-4 
Prov 8:23–36 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Corinthians+3%3A4&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+6%3A27&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Tim+1-2&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Prov+7%3A1%E2%80%9311&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Tim+3-4&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Prov+7%3A12%E2%80%9327&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Tim+5-6&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Prov+8%3A1%E2%80%939&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Tim+1-2&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Prov+8%3A10%E2%80%9322&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Tim+3-4&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Prov+8%3A23%E2%80%9336&version=ESV


Monday 
By Kenny Tibbetts 

Scripture 
“If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I am a noisy 
gong or a clanging cymbal. And if I have prophetic powers, and understand all 
mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have all faith, so as to remove mountains, 
but have not love, I am nothing. If I give away all I have, and if I deliver up my 
body to be burned, but have not love, I gain nothing.”      1 Corinthians 13:1-3 

 

Prelude 
What if the Bible passage most often recited at weddings wasn’t about marriage 
at all? What if the passage we so often apply to romantic love was more about 
the person sitting in the pew behind you than the person sleeping in bed beside 
you? Don’t get me wrong, I don’t think that this passage is inappropriate for 
weddings or that it’s wrong to apply it to husbands and wives. I do know when 
Paul wrote these iconic words about love he was talking to church members 
who had forgotten their responsibility to one another. Let’s reconsider this well-
known passage in light of a different, but no less important, kind of love. 

 

Pause 
1. What are some of the qualities or attributes that we, the church, often value 

more highly than love? 
 
 

2. Paul says that it is possible to serve, even in remarkable ways, without 
loving. Have you ever been guilty of this kind of loveless service?  

 
 

3. What does Paul say is the return on the investment of service without love? 

 

 

Pursue 
Take a moment to write a thank you note/email/text message to a fellow church 
member for the way they serve in love. 

 

Pray 
Thank God for the way this church loves one another well. Ask God to reveal 
to you who might really need a show of love today.  



Tuesday – Great in 
God’s Kingdom 

By David Dickmann 

 

“But it shall not be so among you. But whoever 
would be great among you must be your servant, and 

 whoever would be first among you must be slave of all. 
For even the Son of Man came not to be served but to 

serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.”  

Mark 10:43-45 

 

We have all heard phrases such as “it’s dog eat dog out there” and “you’ve 

got to look out for number one” and “climbing the corporate ladder.” And, we 

all know the disappointment of being a loser, the one who is not at the top. 

After all, “winning is not everything, it is the only thing.” 

Sharply contrasted with these sayings is the earthly life of Jesus Christ. His 

earthly life was noteworthy for its service, humiliation and suffering, yet the 

phrase “the Son of Man” which Jesus uses of Himself, is a reference to the 

Book of Daniel where the great king, “the Son of Man” comes up to the throne 

of God to receive an everlasting kingdom. Jesus, the King of Kings and Lord 

of Lords came not to be served, but to give His life a ransom for all. 

So, what’s the lesson here? It’s not wrong to want to be great in God’s 

Kingdom it’s just that you must go about it a different way than in an earthly 

kingdom – by considering yourself as the slave of all, the one in last place. 

Your goal is not to climb over others but to help others climb by lifting them up 

and winning is accomplished by losing your life for the benefit of others. 

Someone once called the Kingdom of God “the upside down” kingdom, 

because the leader in God’s Kingdom is the one who is at the bottom. It may 

be “dog eat dog” at the top, but there’s real peace at the bottom – you have 

nowhere to fall and little competition in the race to come in last.  

Let’s all pursue greatness by striving to take last place; there you will find 

the King of Kings and Lord of Lords.  



Wednesday 
By Kenny Tibbetts 

 

Scripture 
“Love is patient and kind; love does not envy or boast; it is not arrogant or rude. 
It does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; it does not rejoice 
at wrongdoing, but rejoices with the truth. Love bears all things, believes all 
things, hopes all things, endures all things.” 

1 Corinthians 13: 4-7 

 

Pause 
1. When you read this passage is it difficult for you to apply it to your church 

rather than your spouse or biological family? 

 

 

 

2. If you find that this passage is strange, uncomfortable or just confusing to 
apply to your fellow church member, what does that tell you about the way 
you do church? 

 

 

 

3. How can you bear, believe, hope and endure with your church family? 

 

 

 

Pursue 
Take a few moments to memorize 1 Corinthians 13:7:  
“Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things.” 

 

 

Pray 
Ask God to change you, to change the way you see church. Praise God that He 
has given us the church as a radical community of people who love Jesus and 
one another.  



Thursday – Divided We Fall 
By George Volpe 

 

“Let me never fall into the vulgar mistake of dreaming that I am persecuted 
whenever I am contradicted.” Ralph Waldo Emerson 

Some like to grab the toilet paper from the top. Some prefer the bottom. Some 
like the toast light. Some like it crunchy. And on it goes. How do we live in peace 
with all our differences? Truth be told, sometimes we do, and sometimes we don’t. 
Relationships are challenging at best, and downright destructive at worst. 

What about in the church? Even two people in a meeting will not think alike all 
the time. When there are differences, we either come out with grace, or we leave 
sowing seeds of division. So, let’s stop right there. God made us to differ, but not 
to divide. Differences enrich us. A different viewpoint expands our horizons, gives 
us a fresh angle. Walking in someone else’s shoes helps us understand others 
better. We need to be able to disagree without being disagreeable. Jesus did. 
There are too many examples all around us where that is just not happening--and 
Christians are far from exempt.  

“Ultimately, the church is only as strong as its individual members, which is why 
Paul admonishes the church in Rome to behave decently, “not in orgies and 
drunkenness, not in sexual immorality and debauchery, not in dissension and 
jealousy.” (Romans 13:13) Church members are influenced daily by an immoral 
culture, and one hour a week in church is wholly inadequate to counter the culture. 
The church is so influenced by secular culture that we think, talk and act in its 
image, instead of in the image of our Head, the Lord Jesus.  

The world’s standard is one of self-promotion, self-esteem, and self-worship, 
and other people have value only insofar as they are willing to idolize us the way 
we idolize ourselves. Such an attitude always leads to “dissension and jealousy,” 
the inevitable results of worshipping the god of self. The cure is found in Titus 
2:11-13: “For the grace of God that brings salvation has appeared to all men. It 
teaches us to say ‘No’ to ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-
controlled, upright and godly lives in this present age...”  

God’s grace, shed upon those who belong to Him through faith in Christ, 
enables us to deny worldly passions, put away immorality and live in godly humility 
toward one another. “Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit, but in 
humility consider others better than yourselves.” (Philippians 2:3) (taken from Got 
Questions.Org) 

I once heard a preacher say that “you are most like Satan when you defend 
your pride, and you are most like Christ when you yield in humility.”  

Read Proverbs 16.  

https://www.gotquestions.org/church-splits.html
https://www.gotquestions.org/church-splits.html
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=proverbs+16&version=ESV


Friday 
By Kenny Tibbetts 

 

Scripture 
“Love never ends. As for prophecies, they will pass away; as for tongues, they 
will cease; as for knowledge, it will pass away. For we know in part and we 
prophesy in part, but when the perfect comes, the partial will pass away. When 
I was a child, I spoke like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a child. 
When I became a man, I gave up childish ways. For now we see in a mirror 
dimly, but then face to face. Now I know in part; then I shall know fully, even as 
I have been fully known. So now faith, hope, and love abide, these three; but 
the greatest of these is love.” 

1 Corinthians 13:8-13 

 

Pause 
1. Paul is explaining to the Corinthians that all kinds of things, even good 

things, will cease when Christ finally comes. But love will remain. What do 
you think that means? 

 

 

2. How would your relationship with church change if you spent more time 
thinking about Christ’s return? 

 
 

3. What would you do if you only had one more day to love the people around 
you? 

 

 

Pursue 
Take some time to invite a friend to one of our church services this Sunday to 
hear more about how God made us for more. 

 

Pray 
Pray for this weekend at FBC. Ask that God would open hearts to hear. Ask the 
Spirit to move in a powerful way again among His people.  



Weekend – Counter Culture 
By Phillip Hamm 

A recent study of 2,000 American adults asked how much money they spent on 
their appearance. The women surveyed said they spent, on average, $3,756 a 
year (or $313 a month), which adds up to $225,360 throughout their entire lifetime. 
Before you get conceited men, read the next paragraph. 

Male respondents spent, on average, $2,928 per year (or $244 a month), 
totaling $175,680 in their lifetime on appearance helping products.  

I don’t think any of us are actually surprised. Between makeup, hair products, 
beard products, etc. etc. the money adds up. We expect people to take care of 
themselves. We want people to take care of themselves. In fact, we get concerned 
when we notice people not taking care of themselves.  

That’s why it’s so inconsistent the way our culture handles sexual sin. The 
greatest pains people deal with seem to come back to sexual sin. Maybe it was 
the sexual sin someone did to you through abuse. Maybe it was the sexual sin 
you chose to do while under the influence. Maybe it was the sexual sin you freely 
walked into but now regret. The pain of sexual sin seems to hurt more deeply and 
last longer than most other sins. Yet, instead of taking steps to steer clear of it, 
our culture continues to encourage us toward it. Thankfully the struggle is not 
new. The topic was addressed many years ago in Scripture.  

In preparation for worship on Sunday read 1 Corinthians 6:12-20.  

Pray for the World: Russia 
Russia, the world’s largest country, extends across nine time zones between 

the Baltic and the Pacific. The Russian Federation extends over 6.5 million 
square miles and is composed of 83 administrative districts. 

Of the 140 million people there, 67% are Christian. Christian leaders, who are 
few, must rise to many great challenges. Lack of training in the past, need for 
funding today and loss of many pastors and educators through immigration 
contribute to this lack of leaders. The role of foreigners is highly limited; solutions 
must come from within Russia.  

Pray for: a) Biblical leadership patterns need to be instilled. This is particularly 
difficult because women make up the majority of churchgoers, men have a much 
lower life-expectancy and too few pastors have an extensive theological 
education. b) Discipleship patterns are sorely inadequate. Many churches are 
filled with younger folk. But most of these come from non-Christian backgrounds 
and need grounding in Scripture. c) Theological education is crucial. Theological 
education needs to be indigenized and address the issues relevant to Russia’s 
unique situation.                                                                        (operation world) 

Prepare for Worship 
   As you prepare your heart for worship Sunday morning read Psalm 23.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Corinthians+6%3A12-20&version=ESV
http://www.operationworld.org/prayer-calendar
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=psalm+23&version=ESV




 


