
 



 
  



Sermon Notes – Counter Culture  

 

Big Idea: _____________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 

 
Application: _________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________



Discussion Questions 
� What are some of the most ridiculous lawsuits you’ve heard of?  

 

� Why do people sue? What is their real motivation?  

 

� What was the issue Paul was dealing with in this passage?  

 

� What was the motive behind their arguments? Why did they go to the public 
court system to settle their disputes? 

 

� Discuss what Paul meant when he said we would judge the world and angels. 
Why did he bring this up? What was the point?  

 

� What was wrong with having non-Christians settle Christian arguments? 
What did it communicate to the community?  

 

� Why are we not alright with being offended? What 
drives us to defend ourselves? Why must we 
always be right? 

 

� What do we lose when we are unable to settle 
arguments and disputes with other Christians? 

 

� How did Jesus say we are to settle 
disagreements? (Matthew 5:23, Matthew 5:39-41) 

 

� Review the parable found in Matthew 18:21-35. 
What common lesson do these passages teach?  

  

One-Year Bible 
Reading Plan 
WEEK 44 
 Day 216 

John 2 
Prov 11:9–17 
 Day 217 

John 3 
Prov 11:18–31 
 Day 218 

John 4 
Prov 12:1–12 
 Day 219 

John 5 
Prov 12:13–28 
 Day 220 

Nehemiah 1-2, 6:15-16 
Prov 13:1–10 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=matthew+5%3A23&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+5%3A39-41&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+18%3A21-35&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+2&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Prov+11%3A9%E2%80%9317&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+3&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Prov+11%3A18%E2%80%9331&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+4&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Prov+12%3A1%E2%80%9312&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+5&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Prov+12%3A13%E2%80%9328&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Nehemiah+1-2%2C+6%3A15-16&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Prov+13%3A1%E2%80%9310&version=ESV


Monday 
By Kenny Tibbetts 

 

Scripture 
“You have heard that it was said, An eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth.’ But 
I say to you, Do not resist the one who is evil. But if anyone slaps you on the 
right cheek, turn to him the other also. And if anyone would sue you and take 
your tunic, let him have your cloak as well. And if anyone forces you to go one 
mile, go with him two miles. Give to the one who begs from you, and do not 
refuse the one who would borrow from you.” 
Matthew 5:38-42 
 

 

Pause 
1. As Christians we are called to fight against evil and injustice. How does that 

fit in with these instructions from Jesus? 

 

 

 

2. Can you think of a time when someone returned your evil with good? 
 

 

 

3. Can you think of a time when “getting even” was actually satisfying in the 
long term? 

 

 

 

Pursue 
Take some time today to read the remainder of Matthew 5. 
 

 

 

Pray 
Pray for someone who is your “enemy” today. Pray for the person who seems 
to always make your life harder. Pray for someone who would probably never 
pray for you.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+5&version=ESV


Tuesday – Suffering for the 
Sake of Another 

By David Dickmann 

“For what credit is there if, when you sin and are harshly treated, you endure it 
with patience? But if when you do what is right and suffer for it you patiently 
endure it, this finds favor with God. For you have been called for this purpose, 
since Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example for you to follow in His 
steps, who committed no sin, nor was any deceit found in His mouth; and while 
being reviled, He did not revile in return; while suffering, He uttered no threats, 
but kept entrusting Himself to Him who judges righteously; and He Himself bore 
our sins in His body on the cross, that we might die to sin and live 
to righteousness; for by His wounds you were healed.”  

1 Peter 2:20-24 

 
“For it has been granted to you that for the sake of Christ you should not only 
believe in him but also suffer for his sake.”  

Philippians 1:29  
 

There is a back story to these two passages – a back story very similar to ours. 
It’s the story of saving ourselves at the expense of another.  

The Apostle Peter, having walked with Jesus over a three-year period and 
having strongly proclaimed his own loyalty to Jesus, denied that he even knew 
Jesus in order to save himself at Jesus’ trial.  

The Apostle Paul, fearing the loss of the Pharisaic leadership over Israel and 
his place in it, violently persecuted the early Christian believers. Yet, while these 
men were serving themselves Jesus was not serving Himself, but them. He took 
their sins upon Himself on the cross that they might be forgiven and not suffer for 
their own sins. 

As a result of Jesus’ actions, Peter, the selfish coward, became the bold, 
selfless preacher who gave his own life so that others might see Christ’s love for 
them. Paul, the great persecutor and unjust avenger, became the most 
persecuted of all the apostles, no longer seeking his own revenge on those who 
persecuted him unjustly. All this because Jesus, on the cross, quietly and meekly 
submitted himself to his Father’s will so that Peter and Paul might live and not die. 

We need to ask ourselves these questions:  
� If Jesus so suffered for me and left me this kind of example to follow, 

what am I unwilling to suffer for others?  
� If He, in mercy toward me, suffered the penalty of my unjust actions 

toward Him so that I am now forgiven, am I unwilling to suffer the unjust 
actions of others toward me, so that they may see the mercy of Christ 
through me? 

  



Wednesday – What It Means to 
Pray for Your Enemy 

By John Piper, desiringGod 

“Love your enemies and pray 
for those who persecute you.” 

Matthew 5:44 

 

Prayer for your enemies is one of the deepest forms of love, because it means 
that you have to really want that something good happen to them.  

You might do nice things for your enemy without any genuine desire that things 
go well with them. But prayer for them is in the presence of God who knows your 
heart, and prayer is interceding with God on their behalf.  

It may be for their conversion. It may be for their repentance. It may be that they 
would be awakened to the enmity in their hearts. It may be that they will be 
stopped in their downward spiral of sin, even if it takes disease or calamity to do 
it. But the prayer Jesus has in mind here is always for their good. 

 

This is what Jesus did as he hung on the cross: 

“Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do.” (Luke 23:34) 

 

And it’s what Stephen did as he was being stoned: 

Falling to his knees he cried out with a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin 
against them!” (Acts 7:60) 

 

Jesus is calling us not just to do good things for our enemy, like greeting them 
and helping supply their needs (Matthew 5:47); he is also calling us to desire their 
best, and to express those desires in prayers, even when the enemy is nowhere 
around.  

Our hearts should desire their salvation and desire their presence in heaven 
with us and desire their eternal happiness. May God give us grace to pray like the 
apostle Paul for the Jewish people, many of whom made life very hard for Paul: 

My heart’s desire and prayer to God for them is that they may be saved. 
(Romans 10:1) 

 

Read the article at www.desiringgod.org/articles/what-it-means-to-pray-for-
your-enemy.  

https://www.desiringgod.org/articles/what-it-means-to-pray-for-your-enemy
https://www.desiringgod.org/articles/what-it-means-to-pray-for-your-enemy
https://www.desiringgod.org/articles/what-it-means-to-pray-for-your-enemy


Thursday – We Can Work It Out 
By George Volpe 

 

The story is told of a lonely but incorrigible man who one evening found the 
neighborhood juvenile poking around in his garage workshop. The man threw his 
boots at the boy who took them and fled. The enraged man started to devise how 
he could further punish this little miscreant. The next morning the man opened his 
door and found his dirty boots clean and shined to perfection. In spite of the pain 
he inflicted on the child, the boy’s refusal to be offended, and his thoughtful 
expression of love melted the man’s heart.  

There are lots of directions that story could have taken, and plenty of lessons I 
take away.  

Can I be more patient? Definitely. Do I react sometimes without thinking 
something through? Yup. Do I allow people to offend me? More often than I like 
to admit. But what if the offense actually hurts? Of course that’s not right. But 
there is a principle here that can transform both the offender and the offended.  

When the boots are thrown at you, you have a decision to make. You can be 
offended, or not. You can get angry, or not. Everyone expects you to defend 
yourself. The world is so full of lawyers and angry people looking for ways to not 
only retrieve what has been taken from them, but to punish the offender to the 
max. When you have been harmed, you now have the advantage in a court of 
law. How should you respond? What if you acted like Christ? What if you love the 
offender? 

Surely there are times when we need to defend ourselves from unscrupulous 
people who are damaging our welfare. But more often than not these issues are 
perpetrated by people who do not know Christ. What about when a Christian does 
you wrong? Should you bring them before the world’s judicial system? 

The whole context of 1 Corinthians 6:1-6 deals with disputes in the church, but 
Paul does reference the court system when he speaks of judgments concerning 
things pertaining to this life. Paul means that the court system exists for matters 
of this life that are outside the church. Church problems should not be taken to 
the court system but should be judged within the church. 

Paul’s concern is the testimony of the believer. It would be far better for us to 
be taken advantage of, or even abused, than it would be for us to push a person 
even further away from Christ by taking him/her to court.  

God is honored when His children sit down together and work out their 
differences in a peaceful and respectful manner. Offenses can become life-
changing opportunities.  

Read 1 Corinthians 6.   

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Corinthians+6%3A1-6&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Corinthians+6&version=ESV


Friday 
By Kenny Tibbetts 

 

Scripture 
“You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall love your neighbor and hate your 
enemy.’ But I say to you, Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute 
you, so that you may be sons of your Father who is in heaven. For he makes 
his sun rise on the evil and on the good, and sends rain on the just and on the 
unjust. For if you love those who love you, what reward do you have? Do not 
even the tax collectors do the same? And if you greet only your brothers, what 
more are you doing than others? Do not even the Gentiles do the same? You 
therefore must be perfect, as your heavenly Father is perfect.” 

Matthew 5:43-48 

 

 

Pause 
1. According to this passage, what is the main difference between the world’s 

love and Christ’s love? 
 
 
 

2. Can you think of a story when someone loved their enemy and it changed 
their enemy’s life? 

 
 
 

3. Why is it hard to love our enemies? 
 
 
 

Pursue 
Take a few moments this week to memorize Matthew 5:44: 
“But I say to you, love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you.” 

 

 

Pray 
Pray God would change your heart toward those people who make your life 
harder. Pray that God would give you a renewed perspective of the people in 
your life who might consider you an enemy.  



Weekend - 
Counter Culture 

By Phillip Hamm 
 

The average couple doesn’t get married to get divorced. Yet, too often, 
many marriages go that route. A quick search on the internet reveals dozens 
of reasons why marriages end.  

Some of what you’ll find are as serious as infidelity, addictions, and poor 
communication. And some are as ridiculous as not having invited enough 
people to the wedding.  

When it’s all said and done, however, most people want their marriage to 
stand the test of time. Whether it’s your marriage, your kid’s marriage, or your 
friend’s marriage, we will glean insights behind God’s design for this unique 
relationship.  

As you prepare for worship this Sunday read 1 Corinthians 7:1-16. 

Pray for the World: 
Slovenia 

The Republic of Slovenia is an Alpine state adjoining Italy, Hungary, Croatia 
and Austria. Of the population of two million living in this country that is the size 
of Massachusetts, 54% profess to be Christian. 

A long history of Catholic tradition is under threat. The three main Christian 
groups (Catholic, Orthodox, Lutheran) are lacking in spiritual vitality. They are 
rapidly declining while agnosticism, New Age and different forms of Eastern 
religious beliefs are increasing. Pray for an awakening in the mainline churches 
that draws the many nominal Christians into personal faith in Christ. 

Evangelicals are few, underfunded and divided. There is an evangelical 
presence in only 28 out of 210 municipalities, so church planting teams are 
clearly needed. The tiny evangelical population often reflects the divisive culture 
of the South Slavs – pray for unity and the formation of an Evangelical Alliance. 

                                                     (operation world) 

Prepare for Worship 
   As you prepare your heart for worship Sunday morning read Psalm 25.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+cor+7%3A1-16&version=ESV
http://www.operationworld.org/prayer-calendar
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=psalm+25&version=ESV




 


