
  



 
  



Sermon Notes – Counter Culture  

 

Big Idea: _____________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 

 
Application: _________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________



Discussion Questions 
� What’s the worst marriage advice you received? Why was it so bad?  

 

� What are the signs of a marriage in trouble? Explain.  

 

� Discuss what the city of Corinth was like. Compare and contrast it to our 
culture.  

 

� Why would spouses not want to share intimacy with their spouses? What 
does Paul mean when he says a husband and wife don’t have authority over 
their own bodies? 

 

� Why do people feel pressured to marry? What are good reasons to marry? 
What are bad reasons to marry? Why did God create marriage? 

 

� Does Paul seem to be for or against marriage? Why or why not?  

 

� What are the difficulties associated with being 
married to someone who doesn’t share your faith? 
What advice does Paul give? 

 

� Review chapter 13. How do Paul’s words about 
love apply to his commands about marriage? 

 

� Based on this, or other passages, what advice 
would you give someone in a struggling marriage? 

 

  

One-Year Bible 
Reading Plan 
WEEK 45 
 Day 221 

John 6:1-21 
Prov 13:11–25 
 Day 222 

John 6:22-71 
Prov 14:1–15 
 Day 223 

John 7:1-36 
Prov 14:16–35 
 Day 224 

John 7:37-8:30 
Prov 15:1–14 
 Day 225 

Job 1-2 
Prov 15:15–33 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+cor+7%3A13&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+6%3A1-21&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Prov+13%3A11%E2%80%9325&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+6%3A22-71&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Prov+14%3A1%E2%80%9315&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+7%3A1-36&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Prov+14%3A16%E2%80%9335&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+7%3A37-8%3A30&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Prov+15%3A1%E2%80%9314&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Job+1-2&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Prov+15%3A15%E2%80%9333&version=ESV


Monday 
By Kenny Tibbetts 

Scripture 
Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, after our likeness. And let them 
have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and 
over the livestock and over all the earth and over every creeping thing that 
creeps on the earth.” 

So God created man in his own image, 
. . . in the image of God he created him; 
. . . male and female he created them. 

And God blessed them. And God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill 
the earth and subdue it, and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over 
the birds of the heavens and over every living thing that moves on the earth.” 
Genesis 1:26-28 
 

Prelude 
For the last few weeks we have been considering how the claims of Christianity 
and the lives Christians are called to live are counter cultural. The way we 
handle conflict as Christians is to be different. The Christian perspective on sex 
is wildly different and our response to wrongdoing must be radically different 
from the world. Let us now consider how our marriages are made for so much 
more than the expectations placed on them by the world around us. 
 

Pause 
1. Why do you think God created men AND women? 

 

2. What do you think it means that your spouse carries God’s image? 

 

3. What command did God give his newly formed couple? Why do you 
suppose he charged Adam and Eve this way? 

 

Pursue 
Take a few moments to meditate that your spouse, or your future spouse, or 
perhaps your late spouse, is created in the very image of God. Consider the 
applications for that fact.  
 

Pray 
Pray simply for obedience. Obedience to the command we were given by God 
in the Garden and for obedience to the image we bear.  



Tuesday – To Wed or 
Not to Wed 
By George Volpe 

 

I remember the pride and joy I felt when my son stood on the stage at the police 
commencement ceremony where he received a formal commission as a police 
officer. He had studied the law, practiced hand-to-hand self-defense and even 
memorized the map of streets he would cover. He was zealous and energetic 
about this new endeavor. But it was not long before the day to day experiences 
of law enforcement uncovered the realities of situations that require a strength of 
character and skill in observation, decision-making, and action that stretches the 
limits of a person’s capabilities. 

Marriage can be a similar adventure. We have all kinds of dreams and 
anticipation leading up to this new life together. When that new relationship is 
formed, reality emerges, and we realize we have a lot more to learn to nurture 
and maintain a God-honoring life together. It takes obedience to God’s guidance, 
strength of character, skill in observation, right decision-making, sacrifice, and a 
lot more. Who is ready for that? It sounds like work.  

That’s why Paul says in 1 Corinthians 7:28, “Nevertheless such will have trouble 
in the flesh: but I spare you.” In other words, as great as this new relationship is, 
it will bring challenges too numerous to mention.  

Then he goes on in 1 Corinthians 7:32-33 to say “He that is unmarried cares for 
the things that belong to the Lord, how he may please the Lord: But he that is 
married cares for the things that are of the world, how he may please his wife.”  

God in His wisdom has made everyone different. He has made the vast majority 
of people with a built-in attraction to the opposite sex. But here is a paradox. If a 
person has no need for sexual activity that is fine. It is unusual, but it has benefits. 
A person who is married to another rightfully spends a lot of energy taking care of 
and pleasing their mate. We know that’s important. But a person who is not 
married does not have that requirement. So they are free to spend their energy 
elsewhere. A person who spends it on God’s purpose and plan is able to live to 
honor God without the “distraction” of married life. True celibacy is not a decision 
you make with your head. It is a gift from God for His purpose.  

Married or not, God wants us to live in peace, honoring Him. Matthew Henry 
puts it this way, “That condition of life is best for every man, which is best for his 
soul, and keeps him most clear of the cares and snares of the world.”  

Read Colossians 3.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Colossians+3&version=ESV


Wednesday - The Mystery of Marriage 
By John Piper, desiringGod 

 

“Therefore a man shall leave his father and mother and hold fast 
to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh.” This mystery is 
profound, and I am saying that it refers to Christ and the church. 

(Ephesians 5:31–32) 
 

Here in Ephesians 5:31 Paul is quoting Genesis 2:24, which Moses spoke — 
and Jesus said God spoke through Moses (Matthew 19:5) — “A man shall leave 
his father and his mother and hold fast to his wife, and they shall become one 
flesh.” Paul says this word of God, spoken before the fall into sin, is a reference 
to Christ and the church and contains therefore a great mystery. 

What this implies is that when God engaged to create man and woman and 
to ordain the union of marriage, he didn’t roll the dice or draw straws or flip a 
coin as to how they might be related to each other. He patterned marriage very 
purposefully after the relationship between his Son and the church, which he 
had planned from all eternity. 

Therefore, marriage is a mystery — it contains and conceals a meaning far 
greater than what we see on the outside. God created man male and female 
and ordained marriage so that the eternal covenant relationship between Christ 
and his church would be imaged forth in the marriage union. 

The inference Paul draws from this mystery is that the roles of husband and 
wife in marriage are not arbitrarily assigned, but are rooted in the distinctive 
roles of Christ and his church. 

Those of us who are married need to ponder again and again how mysterious 
and wonderful it is that God grants us in marriage the privilege to image forth 
stupendous divine realities infinitely bigger and greater than ourselves. 

This mystery of Christ and the church is the foundation of the pattern of love 
that Paul describes for marriage. It is not enough to say that each spouse 
should pursue his or her own joy in the joy of the other. That is true. But it is not 
enough. It is also important to say that husbands and wives should consciously 
copy the relationship God intended for Christ and the church. That is, each 
should seek to live after the distinctive model of God’s pure and glad design for 
Christ and the church.  

I hope you will take this seriously whether you are single or married, old or 
young. The revelation of the covenant-keeping Christ and his covenant-keeping 
church hangs on it. 

Read the article at www.desiringgod.org/articles/the-mystery-of-marriage.   

https://www.desiringgod.org/articles/the-mystery-of-marriage
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Eph%205.31
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Gen%202.24
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matt%2019.5
http://www.desiringgod.org/articles/the-mystery-of-marriage


Thursday – Marriage and 
the Hard Heart 

By David Dickmann 

He said to them, “Because of your hardness of heart Moses allowed 
you to divorce your wives, but from the beginning it was not so.” 

Matthew 19:8 

 

Someone once said, “Singles have all the answers for marriage; they just don’t 
know what the questions are.” Married people would “Amen” that statement. 
Marriage is not easy. 

Marriage has never been easy, and in Jesus’ time it was no different. The 
Pharisees (Matthew 19) tried to trick Jesus with the question of marriage and 
divorce. “Is it lawful for a man to divorce his wife for any cause at all …. why then 
did Moses command one to give her a certificate of divorce and send her away?” 
Jesus answered, “Because of your hardness of heart Moses allowed you to 
divorce your wives, but from the beginning it was not so.” 

Marriage is one of the creation ordinances - “from the beginning”- one of those 
things (like six days of work and one day of rest) that was built into the fabric of 
creation before there was sin. “Therefore a man shall leave his father and his 
mother and hold fast to his wife, and they shall become one flesh.” 

If we think marriage is hard, consider divorce – it rips the very fabric of creation 
unity. It results in brokenness, not only with husband and wife, but with their 
children, their children’s grandparents, aunts, uncles, cousins, and friends. It 
usually creates financial hardship as well. 

One of my great heroes of the faith is a man named Dave. I met him twenty-
five years ago when he moved to Florida to try to reconcile with his wife. He told 
me, “My Christian friends tell me, ‘She left you, you have a right to divorce,’ but I 
can’t get away from Jesus saying ‘it is because of the hardness of your heart.’ If I 
don’t deal with the hardness of my heart, I don’t think a divorce is legitimate.”  

He made phone contact with her. He told her he had no expectations but 
wanted to confess that he had not treated her properly and if she would give him 
a chance, he would like to try to rebuild their marriage. After some time, she 
agreed to meet him in a neutral place to just talk. He took his savings and bought 
her a new car, because hers was shot. After six months, she told him she was 
ready to try again. They moved in together and are still together today – all 
because he considered his own heart, repented and obeyed Jesus.   

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=matthew+19&version=ESV


Friday 
By Kenny Tibbetts 

 

Scripture 
He answered, “Have you not read that he who created them from the beginning 
made them male and female, and said, ‘Therefore a man shall leave his father 
and his mother and hold fast to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh?’ 
So they are no longer two but one flesh. What therefore God has joined 
together, let not man separate.” 

Matthew 19:4-6 

 

 

 

Pause 
1. How does Jesus elevate our concept of marriage in this passage? 

 

 

 

2. Why do you think Jesus appeals to creation in verse four? 

 

 

 

Pursue 
Take a few moments to memorize Matthew 19:6: 

“So they are no longer two but one flesh. What therefore God has joined 
together, let not man separate.” 

 

 

 

Pray 
Pray for all the marriages in our church. Pray for marriages rooted in God’s 
truth. Pray for marriages that will withstand the flaming arrows of the evil one 
who would seek to destroy what God has joined together and called good.  



Weekend – Relief 
By Phillip Hamm 

“The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want.” 
Psalm 23:1 

 

Most of the time we’re like three-year-old’s who think they can do it all by 
themselves. They can eat all by themselves, dress all by themselves, and comb 
their hair all by themselves. They’re big. They can do it. They don’t need any help.  

But what every babysitter or parent knows is an obstinate child can make some 
really big messes. Eventually we concede and ask for a little help with those things 
we can’t do ourselves.  

We need help from the HOA for the neighbor’s unruly yard, the teacher about 
the student who won’t stop bullying, the police, the courts, etc. Hoping beyond 
hope that someone will intervene and fix the problems we can’t fix.  

The next three weeks we’re going to study Psalm 23. I encourage you to read 
it over and over. My hope is that we will memorize the chapter together. In so 
doing, we will lean in closer to the One who is more than capable and willing to 
help us. 

Pray for the World: St Martin, St Vincent,  
St Pierre & Miquelon Islands 

 
The total land mass of these islands is roughly the same size as Birmingham, 
Alabama. With a total population of 154,000, the great majority are Christian. 

The smaller islands suffer a lack of churches due to their more isolated nature 
and Methodists, Pentecostals and Baptists seek to plant more. These isolated 
islands and their people have long had a Catholic influence.  

Traditions are strong and change has come slowly, despite the economic 
downturn when the fishing industry all but disappeared. Pray for people to find 
hope in a living relationship with Christ.                                         

(operation world) 

Prepare for Worship 
As you prepare your heart for worship 

Sunday morning read Psalm 26. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=psalm+23&version=ESV
http://www.operationworld.org/prayer-calendar
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=psalm+26&version=ESV




 


