


  



Sermon Notes – Relief  

 

Big Idea: _____________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 

 
Application: _________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________



Discussion Questions 
� What does home mean to you? 

 

� What modifications would you make to your current home if you could do 
absolutely anything? 

 

� What are some places or situations in your life that make you feel NOT at 
home? 

 

� How can the presence of Jesus turn hostile or uncomfortable places into 
places of confidence and comfort? 

 

� Can you describe a time when Jesus gave you a sense of being “at home” in 
a difficult situation? 

 

� How might you use Psalm 23 to explain the 
Gospel to someone who comes from a broken or 
abusive home? 

 

� Sheep don’t need a shepherd if they stay in the 
same place their whole lives. Where is Jesus 
shepherding your group to go and what is He 
shepherding your group to do for Him? 

 

� What might change in your life if you felt you had 
“Home field advantage” everywhere you went? 

 

  

One-Year Bible 
Reading Plan 
WEEK 48 
 Day 236 

John 15:18-16:33 
Prov 20:14–30 
 Day 237 

John 17 
Prov 21:1–13 
 Day 238 

John 18 
Prov 21:14–31 
 Day 239 

John 19 
Prov 22:1–6 
 Day 240 

Isaiah 51:1-53:12 
Prov 22:7–16 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+15%3A18-16%3A33&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Prov+20%3A14%E2%80%9330&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+17&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Prov+21%3A1%E2%80%9313&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+18&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Prov+21%3A14%E2%80%9331&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+19&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Prov+22%3A1%E2%80%936&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+51%3A1-53%3A12&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Prov+22%3A7%E2%80%9316&version=ESV


Monday 
By Kenny Tibbetts 

 

Scripture 
“You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; you anoint my 
head with oil; my cup overflows.” 
Psalm 23:5 
 

Pause 
1. What are some things that remind you of home? 

 

 

 

 

2. What can you do to make others feel “at home?” 
 

 

 

 

3. What are you bringing to the family table for Thanksgiving dinner next 
week? 

 

 

 

 

Pursue 
Take a few moments to memorize Psalm 23:5 this week: 
“You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; you anoint my 
head with oil; my cup overflows.” 
 
 

Pray 
Ask God to show you how putting your faith in Him gives you a new home that 
can never be taken from you. Ask God who you can share that home with this 
week.  



Tuesday – Flowing Like a River 
By George Volpe 

“Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, 
the conviction of things not seen.” 

Hebrews 11:1 

 

In the Book of Esther, we learn about one of the princes of the Medes and 
Persians who secretly hated the Jews and worked tirelessly to find ways to make 
their lives miserable, and even eradicate them. And just when Haman thought he 
would finally get his wish against God’s people, he ended up watching them feast 
at his expense, and to top it off, the king had him hanged. As hard as he tried, 
poor Haman could not win the war against the Jews. Until he died, he could only 
look on and wonder in angry frustration as God blessed and nourished His people. 

David knew what it was like to experience the struggles this life brings. From 
the time he was a young boy he fought lions, bears, his brothers, Goliath, King 
Saul, his son Absalom, and plenty of others. Someone was always out to destroy 
David. But as battle-hardened as he became through all this adversity, David 
found peace and comfort in the God he loved, worshipped, and obeyed.  

It is easy to yield to the philosophy of the world and get depressed and torn to 
tears over so many troubling events that shake our lives. The devil must giggle 
with glee when we take the bait and end up losing the battle with sin. But his 
laughter is losing it’s luster more and more every day. We are rescued. We are 
citizens of Heaven. We are children of God. Christ lives in us right where we are. 
We are more than conquerors through Christ. Yes, we might fall now and then. 
But the battle is over. Satan has already lost.  

The blessings of God on us are so numerous that if we were to try to fit them 
all in the cup of our lives they would surely overflow and run out the door and 
down the street. God is blessing us and nourishing us in spite of all the attempts 
of wickedness to destroy us. While our enemies work feverishly to undermine our 
lives, we are in the hands of the anointed King of Kings and Lord of Lords, who 
will not be stopped by any power anywhere. He will always pour out His blessing 
on His children regardless of the presence of those who seek our hurt.  

David’s struggles were many. And so are yours. But remember David’s 
unshakeable love and trust in God. In spite of his pain as a younger sibling, a 
father, a warrior, and a king, his words declaring the goodness and mercy of God 
overshadowed all his life. We will also leave a legacy someday to those who come 
behind us.  

Read Hebrews 11.   

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=hebrews+11&version=ESV


Wednesday 
By Kenny Tibbetts 

 

Scripture 
 

“Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, and I shall 
dwell in the house of the LORD forever.” 

Psalm 23:6 

 

 

Pause 
1. How much time do you spend each week considering eternity? 

 

 

 

2. Why do you think it is so hard for us to imagine the concept of “forever?” 
 

 

 

3. How does it make you feel to know your home with Jesus is a forever 
home? 

 

 

 

Pursue 
Take a few moments this week to commit Psalm 23:6 to memory: 

“Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, and I shall 
dwell in the house of the LORD forever.” 

 

 

Pray 
Pray God would lock Psalm 23 in your heart. We have spent the last three 
weeks considering how God is our Shepherd. Pray about what that means for 
your life. Pray that would stay with you in the years to come.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=psalm+23&version=ESV


Thursday – More Lessons from the Shepherd 
By David Dickmann 

“Truly, truly, I say to you, he who does not enter the sheepfold by the 
door but climbs in by another way, that man is a thief and a robber.” 

John 10:1 
 

Someone hacked my credit card and tried to make purchases with it. They 
pretended to be someone they were not and acquire products by theft. Jesus 
warns us about false shepherds who do the same kind of things. He called them 
thieves and robbers. They try to steal what is not theirs. How does one tell the 
difference between the Good Shepherd and false shepherds? Can you tell by the 
way they look or the way they dress? Are there good and false shepherds today? 
How can you know? Jesus tells us. 

The context of John chapter 10 is found in chapter 9 where Jesus is talking to 
religious leaders (false shepherds) who oppose Him. 10:1 says false shepherds 
are thieves and robbers. They are deceptive, disguise themselves as someone 
they are not, come under false pretense, have hidden motives, and make false 
promises. They try to sneak in the back way or climb over the wall. They try to 
fool sheep into following them. Their message is appealing and quite convincing, 
but it is a different gospel. They often quote or misquote the Bible or take Scripture 
out of context to make it agree with what they are saying. 

How is the Good Shepherd different? Verse 2 says He comes through the gate 
of the sheepfold. He doesn't try to slip in the back way or disguise Himself as 
someone He is not. He is the Good Shepherd. He knows His sheep, and His 
sheep know Him. He calls to His sheep, and they separate from the rest of the 
flock and follow Him. A stranger can call, but they will not follow him because they 
don't know his voice. Be careful what voice you heed. Do you know the voice of 
the Good Shepherd? Have you heard His call? 

Do you realize the Good Shepherd knows your name and calls to you? He 
knows who you are, where you are, your address, your age, and your needs. He 
knows all about you. This week you may go to a restaurant where no one knows 
you, or to the mall or airport or some city where no one knows you. You may not 
be important to world leaders or Washington politicians, but you are important to 
God. He cares about you. Your name may never appear in the headlines of 
newspapers, but if Jesus is your Shepherd, REJOICE because your name is 
recorded in the annals of Heaven! 

The Good Shepherd loves His sheep so much He laid down His life for them. 
The metaphor changes. The Good Shepherd becomes the Sacrificial Lamb and 
gives His life on the cross for the salvation of the sheep. Jesus said, "The thief 
comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may have life and have 
it abundantly."  

Which shepherd are you following?  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=john+10&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=john+9&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=john+10%3A1&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=john+10%3A2&version=ESV


Friday 
By Kenny Tibbetts 

 

Scripture 
And Jesus went throughout all the cities and villages, teaching in their 
synagogues and proclaiming the gospel of the kingdom and healing every 
disease and every affliction. When he saw the crowds, he had compassion for 
them, because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a 
shepherd. Then he said to his disciples, “The harvest is plentiful, but the 
laborers are few; therefore pray earnestly to the Lord of the harvest to send out 
laborers into his harvest.” 

Matthew 9:35-38 

 

Pause 
1. What does Jesus compare the people to? 

 
 
 

2. Who is our great Shepherd? 
 
 
 

3. How might you serve as an under-shepherd to God’s people? 
 
 
 

Pursue 
Write down the names of three people who might fit into the category of 
“harassed and helpless,” people God might be calling you to help shepherd 
toward Him. 

 

 

Pray 
Pray, just as the text says, to the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers, those 
who would lead God’s people, to those who need a shepherd.  



Weekend – Unlikely 
By Phillip Hamm 

 
We love Christmas movies. No matter how many times we’ve watched them in 

the past we watch them again year after year. Some movies are good to watch 
while decorating the Christmas tree, like Elf. Some you keep on in the 
background, like the 24-hour marathon on Christmas Day - The Christmas Story. 
Some you just want to make sure you catch your favorite part like the dinner scene 
from Christmas Vacation, or one of the last scenes from It’s a Wonderful Life. 

The one thing all these movies have in common is the unlikely twist the story 
takes. Spoiler alert! Buddy the Elf marries and has a baby of his own. Young 
Ralphie actually shoots his eye out. And George Bailey gets his money back. 
When you first watched it, you may not have seen it coming.  

The Bible does the same thing with the birth of Jesus. It tells a story about 
mankind being separated from God because of sin. It tells of the different ways 
God reached out to His beloved people through the law, the kings, and the 
prophets. And ultimately the Bible tells how God reached out Himself, as a baby, 
born in a manger, in a town called Bethlehem. It’s the story of how God solved an 
enormous problem in an unlikely way. While the story begins with Mary and 
Joseph, His plan of redemption goes way back. And it includes the most unlikely 
person; a lady named Ruth. 

Pray for the World: Turkey 
Turkey straddles the continents of Europe and Asia, and controls the Bosphorus 

Strait and the Dardanelles, vital sea links between the Black Sea and the 
Mediterranean. Its strategic position has made the area of prime importance 
throughout history. The Republic of Turkey boasts a population of 75 million in a 
country a little larger than the size of Texas. Over 97% are Muslim and less than 
one half a percent are Christian.  

Turkey’s transformation from the guardian of Christendom to this unevangelized 
nation has been almost comprehensive. For over 1,000 years the region was a 
bastion of Christendom, but it later became a strong propagator of Islam.  

The Christian population has declined from 22% to 0.21% since 1900. Only 
0.008% of people in Turkey are evangelical; many are ethnic Turks and Kurds, but 
others are expatriate or from historically Christian minorities. Few of the 73 million 
Muslims have ever truly heard the Gospel.  

Turkey’s location along the ancient Silk Road routes connected it deeply to Islam 
for centuries; pray that it might also be used as a bridge between Europe and Asia 
for the transmission of a revitalized Christianity.                            (operation world) 

Prepare for Worship 
As you prepare your heart for worship Sunday morning read Psalm 29. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=psalm+29&version=ESV




 


