


  



Sermon Notes – Unlikely Need  

 

Big Idea: _____________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 

 
Application: _________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________



Discussion Questions 
� What was the one gift you wanted as a child and never received? What do 

you want this season?  

 

� What are some things everybody wants out of life? Where do people look for 
them?  

 

� What do we hope we will gain by getting what we want? What happens when 
that doesn’t occur? 

 

� Where were Naomi and her husband from? Why did they leave? Where did 
they go?  

 

� Summarize what happened to the family while they lived outside of the 
country. 

 

� What is significant about the reason she returned to Bethlehem? (v.6) 

 

� Who does she blame for her circumstances? Why 
do you think she does this? How is this similar to 
the way we act when we go through difficult times?  

 

� Why are some people slow to recognize what they 
are looking for can only be found in God through 
Christ? What keeps them from coming to Him? 

 

� Sometimes our discontentment reveals more than 
we realize. What does what you want reveal about 
what you need? 

  

One-Year Bible 
Reading Plan 
WEEK 49 
 Day 241 

John 20-21 
Prov 22:17–29 
 Day 242 

1 John 1:1-2:17 
Prov 23:1–9 
 Day 243 

1 John 2:18-3:24 
Prov 23:10–20 
 Day 244 

1 John 4-5 
Prov 23:21–35 
 Day 245 

Jonah 1:1-4:11 
Prov 24:1–22 
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Monday – I Saw Jesus in You 
By George Volpe 

“The salvation of the righteous is from the Lord; 
he is their stronghold in the time of trouble.” 

Psalm 37:39 

 

We have all seen the stories of struggle where all the odds are stacked 
against the few and it looks like there is no way out. Hearts begin to melt and 
strength fades. You’ve probably experienced those times as well when your 
back was to the wall. There are plenty of these events recorded for us in 
Scripture, and in all of them there are lessons God has for us. 

It is natural for us to try to fill in the blanks on the path before us. We weigh 
the evidence of circumstances and we make judgments based on what is, or 
what has been, or what we think might happen. Though we say we trust God, 
when grief and suffering comes our way, we can let it make our decisions for 
us. It has the potential to shake our trust in everything and everyone, including 
God.  

I have no doubt that Elimelech and Naomi wanted their lives to honor God. 
And when faced with famine, they probably struggled with the idea of moving 
to Moab for food. But hunger is powerful and overruled in the decision. The 
family would move away from their God-given home, into a land that stood 
against Israel and did not worship Jehovah.  

But in due course, what seemed to be a decision with promise turned sour. 
Naomi, Ruth, and Orpah became widows. At least Ruth and Orpah had family 
in Moab. But Naomi grew up in Israel. Now that God was blessing Israel with 
food again, she longed to return. But life alone would be difficult. In her last 
attempt of kindness to her daughters-in-law, she urges them to go home to their 
families and begin a new life. They could re-marry. Orpah takes her advice and 
leaves. Ruth, however, does something so unusual that it sets her apart forever.  

Ruth cleaves to Naomi with a loyal love that gives us a window into the heart 
of a woman touched deeply by the life of her mother-in-law. Naomi knew God 
but left for greener pastures when accepting struggle was not an option. Broken 
by events that tainted the promises in a faraway land, Naomi was ready to return 
to where God’s provision waited. God revealed Himself to Ruth through Naomi. 

In the same way we face difficult decisions that test our spiritual resolve. The 
attractions of the world are powerful. And they are also the poison that destroys 
the strongest of people. In a world that scorns the truth of the Gospel, the Bread 
of Life still has a plan for each of us if we are willing to walk with Him. 

Read Psalm 37.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=psalm+37&version=ESV


Tuesday 
By Kenny Tibbetts 

Scripture 
Now when Jesus heard this, he withdrew from there in a boat to a desolate 
place by himself. But when the crowds heard it, they followed him on foot from 
the towns. When he went ashore he saw a great crowd, and he had compassion 
on them and healed their sick. Now when it was evening, the disciples came to 
him and said, “This is a desolate place, and the day is now over; send the 
crowds away to go into the villages and buy food for themselves.” But Jesus 
said, “They need not go away; you give them something to eat.” They said to 
him, “We have only five loaves here and two fish.” And he said, “Bring them 
here to me.” Then he ordered the crowds to sit down on the grass, and taking 
the five loaves and the two fish, he looked up to heaven and said a blessing. 
Then he broke the loaves and gave them to the disciples, and the disciples 
gave them to the crowds. And they all ate and were satisfied. And they took up 
twelve baskets full of the broken pieces left over. And those who ate were about 
five thousand men, besides women and children. 
Matthew 14: 13-21 
 

Pause 
1. Can you think of a time when you didn’t have what you needed, and God 

provided it? 
 
 

2. In this story, God leaves out the details of how a small amount of food 
became enough to feed thousands. Why do you suppose that is? 

 
 

3. What happens in this story? What do you think it is supposed to teach us 
about Jesus? 

 
 

Pursue 
Take a few moments to memorize Matthew 14:20a: “And they all ate and were 
satisfied”. Remember that verse in times when you are unsure how you will get 
what you need. 
 

Pray 
Thank God for being the God who always provides for the needs of His children. 
Ask God to show you how He might use you to supply the needs of someone 
this holiday season.  



Wednesday – Braulio 
By Paul Collier 

And because of him you are in Christ Jesus, who became to us 
wisdom from God, righteousness and sanctification and redemption, 
so that, as it is written, “Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.” 

1 Corinthians 1:30-31 
 

The year was 1984 and we were launching an evangelistic campaign in an 
outdoor soccer field across from our church plant in Lambaré, Paraguay. When 
we were in Language School in South Texas, our Mexican pastor was the 
preacher. The first night came with great anticipation and every seat was taken 
with many more standing! Patty was our soloist! Valente Hernández preached a 
powerful message and many folks came forward at the invitation. 

I was excited, with Bible in hand, I ended up counseling a middle-age fellow 
with muscular dystrophy, who could barely speak. He sat down in front of me, and 
I thought, oh boy! To complicate matters, Braulio’s first language was NOT 
Spanish but Guaraní. Unfortunately, I knew only enough Guaraní to get myself in 
trouble. I swallowed hard, said a quick prayer and commenced to share the plan 
of salvation from my open Spanish Bible. Braulio seemed excited but was he 
understanding me? I thought, oh well. I prayed with him and he left. That night, I 
found out he was the town drunk. That sealed the deal. I would never see him 
again. Oh, ye of little faith! 

The following Sunday, some from the campaign showed up. Wonderful. My 
mouth dropped open when I saw a smiling Braulio enter the church. In the 
subsequent months and years Braulio was the first person at every service and 
became our official greeter. No one received a bulletin without first passing by 
Braulio.  

He often tripped over his feet and even fell because of his enthusiasm. He was 
truly born again, not by my efforts, but through the Word of God and the Holy 
Spirit. Just a few years ago, I received word that our dear Braulio passed into the 
presence of the Lord. I cried, remembering the smile, the hugs and his love for 
Jesus. He ran into the arms of Jesus, without tripping once! 

Braulio reminds me of Ruth. She had everything going against her, but she 
prevailed with her love for God and found a place in Jesus’ genealogy. To God 
be the glory. Remember that all of this was in God’s hands. Ruth’s place in history 
was God’s work. Braulio, understanding the Gospel, was God’s work. God can do 
anything he pleases, even save the weakest, the vilest, the least to show his glory.  

Two unlikely people become instruments in God’s plan for the ages. Thank you, 
Lord, for allowing me the great honor to be Braulio’s pastor.  

Read 1 Corinthians 1:26-31.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Corinthians+1%3A26-31&version=ESV


Thursday 
By Kenny Tibbetts 

 

Scripture 
What good is it, my brothers, if someone says he has faith but does not have 
works? Can that faith save him? If a brother or sister is poorly clothed and 
lacking in daily food, and one of you says to them, “Go in peace, be warmed 
and filled,” without giving them the things needed for the body, what good is 
that? So also faith by itself, if it does not have works, is dead. 
James 2:14-16 
 

Pause 
1. Is James saying we are saved by our works? 

 
 
 

2. How is being saved by faith different from being saved by the actual works? 
 
 
 

3. How might God use you this season to supply a need being felt by a brother 
or sister? 
 
 
 

4. How does understanding that God supplies all of our needs free us to give 
generously to those in need? 
 
 
 

Pursue 
Take a few minutes to invite a friend or neighbor to one of our weekend services 
as we continue our series “Unlikely.” 
 
 

Pray 
Pray that FBC Palmetto would be a church that is willing to not only hear God’s 
word, but to do what it says.  



Friday – The Christ of Christmas 
By Jim Pike 

“And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen 
His glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth." 

John 1:14 
 

Christmas. That word generates many thoughts in our mind. Memories of 
childhood Christmases, that special gift we received, decorating the tree, 
church Christmas plays, family gatherings, the laughs, squeals and excitement 
of children as they opened their gifts, and of course Santa Clause. The different 
traditions associated with Christmas are too many to list here. Unfortunately, 
the true meaning of Christmas often is lost or overlooked.   

In his book "The Christ of Christmas," Dr. James Boice titled the first chapter 
"The Christmas Story According to Jesus Christ." Who would have thought it? 
Christmas according to Jesus? Think maybe it is worth considering? Indeed, it 
is! 

Jesus came with a distinct purpose to accomplish. He said, “I have come 
down from heaven not to do My will but to do the will of Him who sent Me." 
(John 6:38) What was God's will, the purpose, the reason for Christmas? It was 
to provide for our salvation. Jesus' purpose was unique and could be fulfilled by 
no other person. We have a purpose, a mission in life, but it is not unique. 
Others may have similar purposes. Not so with Jesus.  

He came to pay the price for our salvation that no one else could pay. Each 
of us has incurred a sin debt we could not pay. No earthly bank had sufficient 
funds from which we could draw. It required the Messenger from Heaven with 
a deposit of mercy and grace into our account to eliminate our debt.  

Jesus said, "I am come that they might have life, and that they might have it 
more abundantly." (John 10:10) “For all have sinned and fall short of the glory 
of God, and all are justified freely by His grace through the redemption that 
came by Christ Jesus." (Romans 3:23-24) 

Jesus is the joy of Christmas, and without Jesus there is only a fake fleeting 
Christmas joy. "For the joy set before Him He endured the cross, scorning its 
shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God." (Hebrews 12:2). 
Yes, those very words are entwined in the Christmas story. John MacArthur 
said, "Jesus persevered so that He might receive the joy of accomplishment of 
the Father's will and exaltation." Jesus willingly came from Heaven to Earth to 
fulfill His purpose. Jesus did not view the cross as a defeat, but as a victory over 
sin and Satan. Jesus is the reason we sing "Joy to The World." He came as the 
Messenger of Joy.  

Jesus said, "These things I have spoken to you, that My joy may remain in 
you, and that your joy may be full." (John 15:11) Because of Christmas, the joy 
of Jesus can become the joy of our life. It is truly an unspeakable joy and full of 
glory.   



Weekend – Unlikely Protection 
By Phillip Hamm 

 

Human nature wants to protect those who can’t protect themselves. We see 
mounds of sand on the beach, staked and surrounded by caution tape, and we 
know below the surface lies a nest of sea turtle eggs. On their own they have very 
little chance of survival. Scientists say only one out of one thousand hatchlings 
will make it to adulthood. So, we do whatever is necessary to help them along.  

Lights are turned off on the beach at night to make sure the baby turtles aren’t 
confused and go the wrong way after hatching. Volunteers walk the beach every 
morning to check on the nests to see if any eggs hatched. Then there’s the law; 
it’s a felony to disturb a nest or harass the hatchlings coming out of the nest.  

It’s in our nature to protect. As we read Ruth chapter 2 we learn she had a 
protector as well. In preparation for Sunday worship read up on who he was and 
what he did for Ruth. 

Pray for the World: Ukraine 
Ukraine, smaller in size than the state of Texas, is a flat, fertile, forested plain 

with few natural boundaries where 79% of the 45 million who live there proclaim 
Christianity.  

Expatriate agencies faithfully served the persecuted church before 1989 and 
continue to do so today. More have flocked to the country since then, but all too 
often with insensitivity to local cultural and financial issues. There is a place for 
long-term workers, most particularly in Bible teaching, leadership training and 
facilitating/assisting Ukrainians in setting up their own ministries and missions. 

A blossoming of indigenous agencies followed independence with Ukrainians 
now working in outreach (evangelism, literature, media), with children (in summer 
camps and schools), and especially in humanitarian work (prisoners, hospitals, 
orphanages and soup kitchens). Pentecostals/charismatics and Baptists minister 
both within Ukraine and without, sending missionaries to other former Soviet 
states. Pray for the burgeoning Ukrainian missionary movement – for further 
growth, provision and fruitful partnership with western and other agencies. 

                            (operation world) 

Prepare for Worship 
As you prepare your heart for worship Sunday morning read Psalm 30. 
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