


  



Sermon Notes – Unlikely Protection  

 

Big Idea: _____________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 

 
Application: _________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________



Discussion Questions – Ruth 2:1-23 
� Define grace. How has grace been shown to you? When have you given 

grace? 

 

� Why is it easier to retaliate than show grace? 

 

� Who was Boaz? Where was he from? What was he responsible for?  

 

� Make a list of all Boaz did for Ruth. Discuss the significance of each in their 
culture.  

 

� Where did Ruth come from? What is significant about her country of origin 
and the way Boaz treats her? 

 

� Read Matthew 18:21-35. What is the premise of this story? How does it apply 
to the story of Ruth?  

 

� What reasons do people give for not being able to 
receive God’s grace?  

 

� What behaviors do people struggle with thinking 
they were too bad to be forgiven?  

 

� How does the story of Ruth help explain God’s 
grace?  

 

� Return to the definition of grace you developed in 
question one. Where do you need God’s grace? 
What is keeping you from receiving it? Whom do 
you need to show grace to? 

  

One-Year Bible 
Reading Plan 
WEEK 50 
 Day 246 

2 John, 3 John 
Prov 24:23–34 
 Day 247 

Jeremiah 1:1-3:5 
Prov 25:1–12 
 Day 248 

Jude 
Prov 25:13–28 
 Day 249 

Rev 1-2 
Prov 26:1–12 
 Day 250 

Rev 3-4 
Prov 26:13–28 
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https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Prov+25%3A1%E2%80%9312&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/quicksearch/?quicksearch=Jude&qs_version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Prov+25%3A13%E2%80%9328&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Rev+1-2&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Prov+26%3A1%E2%80%9312&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Rev+3-4&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Prov+26%3A13%E2%80%9328&version=ESV


Monday – Finding Home 
By George Volpe 

“Be merciful to me, O God, be merciful to me, 
for in you my soul takes refuge; 

in the shadow of your wings I will take refuge, 
till the storms of destruction pass by.” 

Psalm 57:1 

 
When we think about the parting of the Red sea, we recognize God was 

responsible. When Jesus spoke and the troubled sea and boisterous wind were 
instantly calm, we know it did not happen by chance. But when something 
happens where we cannot clearly see the hand of God, we are reluctant to 
recognize divine direction. It must have just “happened.” Or it was just “good 
timing.” So, when Ruth walked onto Boaz’s part of the harvest field we might be 
tempted to call that a “chance” event. But there are no accidents in God’s plan. 

“The steps of a good man are ordered by the Lord, and He delights in his way.” 
(Psalm 37:23) Ruth’s steps were directed by God, even if she did not know it. 
Every day we make choices that seem so inconsequential and yet they all fit into 
a mosaic that paints a picture of who we are and how we fit into God’s plan. Even 
in the smallest of choices and greatest of detail God does not overlook anything. 
He is more than aware. He is in control.   

What is going on in Ruth’s mind now that she has committed to stay with her 
mother-in-law? Was she afraid without the protection of a husband? Maybe. Was 
she wondering how she would survive in an unfamiliar land? Probably. Was she 
resigned to a life of labor and struggle? Seems likely. This whole story might have 
had a far different ending if Ruth decided to try to connect in desperation with one 
of the available young reapers. That might restore some of the security she lost 
when her husband died. But Ruth’s mind was not there. She and Naomi were 
starving. 

When she finally meets face to face with Boaz after a long day of gleaning, we 
learn a great deal more about Ruth’s character. She has abandoned her previous 
life, and it is evident that she is willing to do whatever is necessary to stay the 
course in her new life. She is trusting in Jehovah now, and everyone sees clear 
evidence of that commitment. Her Moabite connections and past life are behind 
her. She is determined to find whatever she needs for her future in the God of 
Israel. Her heart has found a new home that does not depend on her location. It 
is dependent on a person. She is walking by faith, trusting in God.  

Do you recall the day when you trusted Christ? Trouble didn’t vanish. But you 
found a new home, a new hope, a Savior who would never leave you. In joy or in 
sorrow, we rest securely in the arms of Jesus.  

Read Psalm 57.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=psalm+57&version=ESV


Tuesday 
By Kenny Tibbetts 

Scripture 
“What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who can be against 
us? He who did not spare his own Son but gave him up for us all, how will he 
not also with him graciously give us all things? Who shall bring any charge 
against God's elect? It is God who justifies. Who is to condemn? Christ Jesus 
is the one who died—more than that, who was raised—who is at the right hand 
of God, who indeed is interceding for us. Who shall separate us from the love 
of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, 
or danger, or sword? As it is written, ‘For your sake we are being killed all the 
day long; we are regarded as sheep to be slaughtered.’ 
No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. 
For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present 
nor things to come, nor powers, nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all 
creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our 
Lord.” Romans 8:31-39 
 

Pause 
1. Can you think of a moment, or a season in your life when you wish someone 

had told you what the above passage says? 
 
 

2. How do we see the reality of God’s sovereign providence in the story of 
Ruth? 

 
 

3. What would you tell Ruth in the middle of her story of redemption, before 
she sees how God will save her? 

 
 

Pursue 
Take a few moments to commit Romans 8:37 to memory: “No, in all these things 
we are more than conquerors through him who loved us.” 
 
 

Pray 
Thank God for the assurance that He will provide for us. Thank God that He 
has indeed made us more than conquerors through the only One who 
conquered sin and death forever on the cross. Ask God who in your life needs 
to hear about His goodness.  



Wednesday – Eternal Life 
By David Dickmann 

"Do not urge me to leave you or to return from following you. 
For where you go I will go, and where you lodge I will lodge. 

Your people shall be my people, and your God my God.” 

Ruth 1:16 
 

At the time the young widow Ruth made this commitment to Naomi, how much 

do you think she understood of what this would mean for her and for her mother-

in-law? My guess is not very much. She obviously faced the potential for a life of 

widowhood by leaving her own people, but none the less she committed to the 

God of Israel and His people and particularly to Naomi. 

On the surface of the story, Ruth’s conversion from being a follower of the gods 

of Moab to be a follower of the God of Israel made her Naomi’s friend for life. But 

I believe the deeper story is that the God of Israel befriended both women. 

Our own conversions to Christ are like this. On the surface we turn to Christ; 

the deeper story is that God the Father befriends us in Christ and draws us to 

Himself through the work of the Holy Spirit. God awakens us to His goodness; we 

see His favor toward us, and we come. But the extent of that favor is unknown to 

us at the time of our conversion. It is only as we continue to walk with Him that we 

see some of the great extent of the favor of God. 

Peter asked this question of the Lord at a time when people were turning away 

from Jesus. “Peter began to say to Him, ‘Behold, we have left everything and 

followed You.’ Jesus said, ‘Truly I say to you, there is no one who has left house 

or brothers or sisters or mother or father or children or farms, for My sake and for 

the gospel's sake, but that he shall receive a hundred times as much now in the 

present age, houses and brothers and sisters and mothers and children and 

farms, along with persecutions; and in the age to come, eternal life.’” (Mark 10:28-

30) 

What a deal!!  A hundred-to-one now; in the age to come: eternal life! Ruth 

gained a wonderful husband, a son, a place in the line of Christ, a whole new set 

of mothers, fathers, brothers, sisters, etc., and life eternal. Peter got the same 

thing. So do we!!  



Thursday 
By Kenny Tibbetts 

 

Scripture 
“I lift up my eyes to the hills. From where does my help come? My help comes 
from the LORD, who made heaven and earth. He will not let your foot be moved; 
he who keeps you will not slumber. Behold, he who keeps Israel will neither 
slumber nor sleep. The LORD is your keeper; the LORD is your shade on your 
right hand. The sun shall not strike you by day, nor the moon by night. The 
LORD will keep you from all evil; he will keep your life. The LORD will keep your 
going out and your coming in from this time forth and forevermore.” 
Psalm 121 
 
 

Pause 
1. When was the last time you “looked to the hills” wondering where help 

would come from? How did God come through for you in that situation? 
 
 
 
2. How does the truth of verse 4 change the way we live our daily lives? 

 
 
 

3. What would you do if you truly believed that in “your going out” the Lord 
was keeping you? Where would you “go out” with the hope of the Gospel? 

 
 
 

Pursue 
Invite a friend, neighbor, coworker or total stranger to one of our church services 
this Sunday. 
 
 

Pray 
Ask God to impress upon you the truth of this passage, that just like Ruth you 
are being kept by a sovereign God. Ask God to show you how you might 
respond to this fact.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=psalm+121%3A4&version=ESV


Friday – A World Changing Event 
By Jim Pike 

"This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby 
wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.” 

Luke 2:12 
 

I am impressed by the unusual and unexpected events surrounding the birth of 
Jesus, and by the common people like Mary, Joseph, and the shepherds. 
Consider how the Messiah entered the world. Suppose a committee of religious 
and political leaders (God forbid) was chosen to devise a plan to bring the 
Messiah, the Son of God into the world. Would they have gone to obscure 
Nazareth, a little country town of maybe 200 people, and select a peasant woman 
to give birth to the Messiah? Years later when Nathanael was told about Jesus of 
Nazareth, his reply was, "Can anything good come out of Nazareth?" Asked years 
later he would have replied, "Yes indeed!" 

Consider Mary, an unknown commoner, a teenage girl of no fame or fortune. 
The Bible says she was a virgin engaged to a local man of Nazareth. She had not 
yet had sexual relations with a man, but in a very unusual and unexpected way, 
she became pregnant with Jesus. The Bible says she was impregnated by the 
Holy Spirit. A supernatural event! Unusual! Unexpected! Never happened before 
or since!  

Jesus was no ordinary baby. Unlike any other, He had an earthly mother and a 
Heavenly Father, thus being fully God, fully man and the Savior for all who trust 
in Him. The Son of God could have made His entry from Heaven to Earth as a 
mighty warrior, but He didn't. He came as a baby through the birth canal like every 
other infant. And what about the birth announcement by the angels? Unusual to 
say the least. The birth of Jesus was a supernatural world changing event. 

The details of the birth of Jesus were prophesied hundreds of years before. 
What about His birthplace? Not Rome, Athens, Alexandria, or Jerusalem, but 
Bethlehem. Bethlehem wouldn't have been the choice of a committee. It wouldn't 
have seemed a strange choice if they had understood that long ago the prophet 
Micah prophesied, "But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, who are too little to be 
among the clans of Judah, from you shall come forth for me One who is to be ruler 
in Israel, whose coming forth is from of old, from ancient days." (Micah 5:2)  

Isn't it interesting how God used the decree of a pagan ruler to get Mary and 
Joseph from Nazareth to Bethlehem? Caesar Augustus had no idea that his tax 
decree would be used to fulfill an event that would change the world. Christmas 
is full of unusual, unexpected surprises like “God so loved the world, that He gave 
His only Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal 
life". (John 3:16) 

Christmas is indeed a God thing, a life-changing event like no other. 
  



Weekend – Unlikely Love 
By Phillip Hamm 

 

Love is a curious thing. In the words of Huey Lewis ‘it makes one man weep 
and another man sing.’ Love both fills our hearts and carries with it the potential 
to crush it. Yet, we keep pursuing it.  

We keep seeking someone to love and someone to love us back. This desire 
for love is woven into the depth of our souls by the Creator. While He is the only 
one who can completely satisfy this craving for love, He gives us glimpses in this 
world of what it will be like one day.  

He provides a husband or a wife; children; grandchildren; friends; and even 
sometimes pets to love. Love is a two-way street where the more you give the 
more you receive. And sometimes, out of nowhere, you unexpectedly get more 
love than you could have imagined possible. This is both the story of Ruth and 
Boaz and the love of Jesus for you.  

In preparation for Sunday’s worship read Ruth chapter 3.   

Pray for the World: United States of America 
The U.S.A. is the third largest nation in area and population in the world with 

over 317 million people. Christianity is the largest religion with over 77% professing 
to be Christian.  

Student ministries continue to play a vital role. It is in their college years that the 
largest percentage of Christians fall away; yet, student movements have been at 
the heart of almost every revival and missions movement in America’s history. 

Pray for:  

a) Young people at risk. Pray for an expression of Christian faith that enables 
our youth to find meaning, belonging and fulfilment in Christ. 

b) African American Muslims, whose numbers have rapidly grown to two million 
– most of these from a Christian background. Pray for effective and loving outreach 
to them. 

c) Pray for a unity of believers that transcends ethnicity. Pray for a new move of 
the Spirit of God in our churches.                                                (operation world) 

Prepare for Worship 
As you prepare your heart for worship Sunday morning read Psalm 31. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ruth+3&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=psalm+31&version=ESV




 


