


  



Sermon Notes – Unlikely Love  

 

Big Idea: _____________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 

 
Application: _________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________



Discussion Questions 
� How do you know someone loves you? What do they do? How do they act?  

 

� Conversely, how do you know someone doesn’t love you?  

 

� Why do some people feel unloved? What reasons do they give? 

 

� Review what you know about the story of Ruth so far. What stands out? 
What’s the most surprising or interesting part of this story to this point?  

 

� What does Naomi want for Ruth? What does she tell Ruth to do?  

 

� What was the implication of Ruth uncovering the feet of Boaz? Why was this 
a big deal? How did Boaz reply? Why is this significant?  

 

� Review Numbers 22-24. Read Numbers 25:1-5. Given the sorted history the 
Moabites have with Israel, why is Ruth’s and Boaz’s upcoming marriage 
significant? 

 

� How was Boaz going to profit from marrying Ruth? 
Explain your answer. How does this relationship 
point to the Gospel? 

 

� Read Romans 5:8. What is this verse teaching? 
How does it apply to the story of Ruth?  

 

� How can this verse be used to help someone 
feeling unloved by God? How can this verse help 
you? 

  

One-Year Bible 
Reading Plan 
WEEK 51 
 Day 251 

Ezekiel 36-37 
Prov 27:1–11 
 Day 252 

Rev 5-7 
Prov 27:12–27 
 Day 253 

Rev 8-9 
Prov 28:1–12 
 Day 254 

Rev 10-12 
Prov 28:13–28 
 Day 255 

Rev 13-14 
Prov 29:1–11 
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https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Prov+27%3A1%E2%80%9311&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Rev+5-7&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Prov+27%3A12%E2%80%9327&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Rev+8-9&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Prov+28%3A1%E2%80%9312&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Rev+10-12&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Prov+28%3A13%E2%80%9328&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Rev+13-14&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Prov+29%3A1%E2%80%9311&version=ESV


Monday – Love Never Fails 
By George Volpe 

 

When Joshua sent out men to spy out the land of Canaan, two of them found 
a hiding place in Jericho, in the house of the harlot Rahab. She hid the men in 
return for protection from destruction. The harlot Rahab eventually had a son 
named Boaz, a near-kinsman of Naomi, whose field Ruth gleaned in.  

As a Jewish man, Boaz knew the law against marrying a non-Jewish woman. 
But Boaz also had a non-Jewish mother who was a prostitute in a foreign nation 
and turned to God. Boaz came from a family that understood repentance and 
trust in the true God regardless of their heritage. He would have had a special 
tenderness toward someone who turned to God, even if they were not from 
Israel. He would have seen Ruth with eyes of understanding.  

The prohibition against marriage outside of Israel was not based on ethical 
grounds, but on spiritual grounds. God did not forbid the marriage because the 
spouse came from another nation or another race per se, but because the 
foreigner who was committed to a pagan religion would inevitably lead God’s 
people into idolatry and the worship of false gods. Paul echoes that principle: 
“A man is not a Jew if he is only one outwardly, nor is circumcision merely 
outward and physical. No, a man is a Jew if he is one inwardly; and circumcision 
is circumcision of the heart, by the Spirit, not by the law…”  (Romans 2:28-29) 

But marriage didn’t seem to be on Boaz’s mind. He was much older than Ruth 
and may not have considered himself eligible to approach her. What would draw 
him to her? He was wealthy and respected; she was a gentile stranger with 
nothing. What did Boaz see in Ruth?  

He saw the heart of a courageous woman who gave up her homeland and 
heritage to trust Jehovah. He saw a strong woman, committed to caring for her 
mother-in-law expecting nothing in return. He saw a loving soul who gave more 
than she took. He saw a virtuous woman. Maybe in some way Ruth reminded 
him of his mother.  

Boaz was wealthy, but he was kind and generous toward Ruth. What seems 
to us like just a little gift of grain meant a great deal to her. From the moment 
they met, Boaz and Ruth opened their hearts to one another in an honorable 
way that turned kindness and understanding into a lifetime union. Boaz honored 
Ruth with a relationship that placed her in the lineage of Jesus Christ. Who 
would have guessed that God would use a gentile woman to continue the 
heritage that would lead to the Savior? 

Read Deuteronomy 7.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Deuteronomy+7&version=ESV


Tuesday 
By Kenny Tibbetts 

 

Scripture 
“As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins, in which you used 
to live when you followed the ways of this world and of the ruler of the kingdom 
of the air, the spirit who is now at work in those who are disobedient. All of us 
also lived among them at one time, gratifying the cravings of our flesh and 
following its desires and thoughts. Like the rest, we were by nature deserving 
of wrath. But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, made 
us alive with Christ even when we were dead in transgressions—it is by grace 
you have been saved.” 
Ephesians 2:1-5 
 
 

Pause 
1. How could you call God’s love for us “unlikely?” 

 
 
 
 

2. What does this passage tell us about God’s love for us? 
 
 
 

 
3. What is your definition of “Grace?” 

 
 
 
 

Pursue 
Take a few moments to read through the remainder of Ephesians 2 and 
consider God’s love for you and just how unlikely it is. 
 
 

Pray 
Ask God to impress upon your heart the goodness of His grace. Thank God 
that even though you were, “by nature deserving of wrath,” He loved you 
enough to die for the sin in your life.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ephesians+2&version=ESV


Wednesday – There is a 
Redeemer 

By David Dickmann 

"…I will redeem you, as the Lord lives.” 
Ruth 3:13 

 

In the Law of Moses, God provided for the widow in a number of ways. One 
such way was by means of a redeemer: a man whose brother had passed away 
with no child. The redeeming brother was to take his brother’s widow as his wife 
so she might conceive a child who would bear the name of her original husband 
so his name might not be wiped out in Israel. 

Ruth, the widow of Naomi’s son Mahlon, was without child. Chilion, Mahlon’s 
brother, was also dead so there was no brother to redeem Ruth. From chapter 
three we learn that Boaz was a kinsman of Mahlon. He, therefore, took it upon 
himself to redeem Ruth that he might raise up a child who would be counted as a 
descendant of Mahlon, to preserve his name and land inheritance in Israel. 

Naomi and Ruth, mother-in-law and daughter-in-law, poor and without a man 
to protect their deceased husbands’ estates, were in a terrible state of 
vulnerability. Ruth refused to go back to the idolaters of Moab to find a husband. 
She had also refused to “go after the young men” in Israel, choosing to stay with 
Naomi. Would her godly decisions go unnoticed by the Lord whom she had trusted 
and to whom she had sworn allegiance? A big NO is the answer. 

In Boaz, God provided a redeemer for her. Boaz not only purchased her 
husband’s estate and debts; he also took her as his wife that she might have a 
child to inherit Mahlon’s estate and be there for Ruth in her old age. Boaz took his 
wealth and his estate and used it to purchase Ruth (and also Naomi) out of 
poverty and give her a child who would not be counted as his, but Mahlon’s. 

There are many lessons we can contemplate from Ruth chapter 3: waiting on 
God for marriage; choosing godly character over immediate satisfaction; 
remaining loyal to our oaths and vows, etc. 

But the number one lesson seems to me to be this: “There is a redeemer, who 
took on human flesh, who became poor that we might become rich, who used his 
riches to pay the otherwise irredeemable debt of our sin, that he might take us, 
the church, as his wife and give us, his bride, a city that he is preparing for us.” 
  



Thursday 
By Kenny Tibbetts 

 

Scripture 
“But I say to you who hear, love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, 
bless those who curse you, pray for those who abuse you. To one who strikes 
you on the cheek, offer the other also, and from one who takes away your cloak 
do not withhold your tunic[b] either. Give to everyone who begs from you, and 
from one who takes away your goods do not demand them back. And as you 
wish that others would do to you, do so to them. 
If you love those who love you, what benefit is that to you? For even sinners 
love those who love them. And if you do good to those who do good to you, 
what benefit is that to you? For even sinners do the same. And if you lend to 
those from whom you expect to receive, what credit is that to you? Even sinners 
lend to sinners, to get back the same amount. But love your enemies, and do 
good, and lend, expecting nothing in return, and your reward will be great, and 
you will be sons of the Most High, for he is kind to the ungrateful and the evil. 
Be merciful, even as your Father is merciful.” 
Luke 6:23-36 
 

Pause 
1. How does this passage challenge us to an unlikely love? 

 
 
 

2. How does loving our enemies make you and I more like Jesus? 
 
 

 

Pursue 
Take a few minutes to invite someone to the conclusion of our series “Unlikely” 
as we finish this study in the Book of Ruth. 
 
 
 

Pray 
Thank Jesus for loving you even though you are unlovable. Thank God for 
saving you even though you were still His enemy. Ask God how you can show 
this kind of unlikely love to someone in your life.  



Friday – Peace from the 
Prince of Peace 

By Jim Pike 
" Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace 

among those with whom he is pleased!" 
Luke2:14 

 
Hundreds of years before the birth of Christ, the prophet Isaiah referred to 

Him as the Prince of Peace. The message of the angelic host was "Glory to 
God in the highest, and on earth peace, goodwill toward men." At the time of 
the birth of Jesus, the world was basically at peace from warring conflicts. 
However, all was not well.  

The Jewish nation was suffering under a foreign dictator. Augustus Caesar 
decreed that a census be taken for tax purposes, requiring that every Jewish 
male return to his birthplace to be registered. People were being forced to pay 
taxes to a foreign government, and that was a bitter pill. You know how people 
feel about taxes. There wasn't much joy or feelings of peace in the air. The 
roads were crowded with travelers returning to their place of birth. Don’t you 
imagine many were complaining and unhappy?   

What about in our day? There is political unrest around the world. America is 
a politically divided country. There are demonstrations in the streets, angry 
words, even death threats, and the Christmas message of peace seems to be 
but a faint whisper. Christmas is supposed to be the most wonderful time of the 
year.   

Unfortunately for many, it is a time of frayed nerves, exhausted bodies, and 
depressed minds. Many will spend money they don’t have to buy gifts they can’t 
afford to be given to those who won't appreciate them because it doesn’t satisfy 
the deepest longings of their heart. Someone said, “Christmas has been 
hijacked by cynics, exploited by capitalists, and trampled by consumers.” Too 
often we get caught up in the mindless rush of activities and miss the whole 
point of Christmas. That's not how it is supposed to be. 

In our trouble times, there is good news of peace, not that God sent an army 
to conquer a foreign power, or a reformer to change the political system. 
Instead, He sent a Savior to bring peace that no worldly power could ever give. 
Epictetus said, "While the emperor may give peace from war on land and sea, 
he is unable to give peace from passion, grief, and envy. He cannot give peace 
of heart for which man yearns more than even for outward peace."  

When we open our heart to the Prince of Peace, we experience a peace the 
world cannot give. The Apostle Paul said it is a peace that surpasses 
understanding, beyond anything we can imagine. The Prince of Peace has 
come, but it is only when allow Him to rule and reign in our lives that we 
experience the peace He brings. May this peace be real to you during this 
Christmas season.  



Weekend – Unlikely Redemption 
By Phillip Hamm 

“This he set aside, nailing it to the cross.” 
Colossians 2:14 

 

As we approach the week of Christmas we do so with a bit of anticipation. The 
special day is a celebration of different things for different people. For some it’s 
the celebration of Christmases past with loved ones no longer with us, for others 
it’s the celebration of giving and opening presents, and still others the time spent 
with family and friends.   

But as we approach the last Sunday before this holy day it would do us well to 
remember to celebrate one more aspect of Christmas. We will celebrate not only 
the birth of Jesus, but the fulfillment of His purpose in coming; His death and 
resurrection. 

As you worship this season let’s be sure to celebrate not only the Baby in the 
manger, but also the Savior on the cross.  

In preparation for Sunday’s worship read Colossians 2:9-14.

Pray for the World: Vanuatu 
The Republic of Vanuatu is comprised of twelve larger and 70 smaller islands, 

southeast of the Solomon Islands in the southwest Pacific. Formerly New 
Hebrides. Ninety-four percent of the 245,000 who live there profess to be Christian 
in a country slightly smaller than the state of Connecticut. 

Thousands have turned to Christ, coming out of the “John Frum” cargo cults, 
despite these groups forbidding contact with Christians and the gospel. (These 
cults emerged from WWII and a belief that loads of supplies on ships and planes 
would come from “John from” America.) Recent work by Presbyterians, the JESUS 
film and WBT sees a new wave of over 7,000 positive responses to the Good 
News. 

Vanuatu’s motto is “In God We Stand”. Pray that leaders of this complex little 
nation may be examples in doing so. Committed Christians played a major role in 
attaining independence, and they continue to help lead the country - not least is 
the President himself.                                                                  (operation world) 

Prepare for Worship 
As you prepare your heart for worship Sunday morning read Psalm 32. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=colossians+2%3A9-14&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=psalm+32&version=ESV




 


