


  



Sermon Notes – Unlikely Redemption  

 

Big Idea: _____________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 

 
Application: _________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________



Discussion Questions 
� Review the story of Ruth and the characters involved. What were the 

circumstances around the story? How did the characters meet? What 
happened in chapter 3? 

 

� What is a ‘redeemer’ supposed to do? How was this helpful to the people 
involved? See Leviticus 25. 

 

� How did Boaz become the redeemer? What were his responsibilities?  

 

� What is significant about Boaz going to the city gate and calling the elders? 
Why does the man remove his shoe?  

 

� Read Colossians 2:13-14. How does Paul describe the work of Jesus on the 
cross? What legal transaction occurred when Jesus was nailed to the cross? 
Why is this significant? 

 

� Why does Paul refer to us as being ‘spiritually dead’ in verse 13?  

 

� As we take communion, what do the juice and 
bread represent? Why does Jesus ask us to do 
this practice? What does remembering His death 
accomplish in our lives?  

 

� How do you see the Gospel story playing out in the 
Book of Ruth? List specific parallels.  

 

� How was Jesus our redeemer? What specific 
actions did Boaz take which pointed to the work of 
Christ?  

 

  

One-Year Bible 
Reading Plan 
WEEK 52 
 Day 256 

Daniel 7 
Prov 29:12–27 
 Day 257 

Rev 15-16 
Prov 30:1–14 
 Day 258 

Rev 17-18 
Prov 30:15–33 
 Day 259 

Rev 19-20 
Prov 31:1–15 
 Day 260 

Rev 21-22 
Prov 31:16-31 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=ruth+3&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Leviticus+25&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Colossians+2%3A13-14&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Daniel+7&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Prov+29%3A12%E2%80%9327&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Rev+15-16&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Prov+30%3A1%E2%80%9314&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Rev+17-18&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Prov+30%3A15%E2%80%9333&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Rev+19-20&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Prov+31%3A1%E2%80%9315&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Rev+21-22&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Prov+31%3A16-31&version=ESV


Monday – He Redeemed Me 
By George Volpe 

“For I will forgive their iniquity, and  
I will remember their sin no more.” 

Jeremiah 31:34 

 

Pawn shops buy things and re-sell them. Sometimes they mistakenly buy 
stolen property. If you (the owner) find your stuff in the pawn shop, getting it 
back is not always easy. They may not just hand it to you. They paid for it. You 
may have to initiate a civil case, or even buy it back. Essentially, you are re-
purchasing your property. That’s redemption. It’s not fair, but if you want your 
property bad enough, you’ll do whatever is necessary.  

Every person born into this world is here by the gift of God. The Creator owns 
all of creation. How could it be otherwise? We’re so used to thinking what we 
have in our pockets is ours and we extend that to everything else in our lives. 
But that’s humanistic thinking. We don’t own anything--not even ourselves. 
Everything is here because of God.  

We have all failed to obey His reasonable request. We doubted, we went our 
own way, and we broke our relationship with God, starting with Adam and Eve. 
Nevertheless, He lets us choose our own way. That path seems fine until we 
have to face the reality of what comes after this life. Some people get around 
that by ignoring the afterlife. That’s like ignoring cancer. Some make up their 
own afterlife. But the same God who created us has shown that He is more than 
able to not only create everything, but to be 100% accurate when He says that 
our soul lives on after our bodies die.  

Why am I saying this? Because we’re like stolen goods. We are all born 
separated from God. We need someone to rescue us from this broken 
relationship. We can brag about all the nice things we do, all the money we 
give, and all the suffering we’ve been through ad nauseum. None of it qualifies 
us for entry into Heaven. We need someone to pay the debt of sin we owe, to 
bring us back to the condition we were in before man abandoned God in the 
Garden of Eden. We need someone to breathe spiritual life back into us again. 
We need a Redeemer, just like Ruth needed Boaz. 

When Ruth appealed to Boaz, he responded. He gladly rescued her. She 
offered nothing but herself and Boaz was happy to embrace her just as she 
was. And that, my friends, is a picture of our spiritual redemption. You and I 
were helpless with nothing to offer when we came to Jesus. But He was there 
for us all the time. He gladly rescued us. He redeemed us back to God. He loves 
us with an eternal and infinite love.  

Read Jeremiah 31.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=jeremiah+31&version=ESV


Tuesday 
By Kenny Tibbetts 

Scripture 
Now John wore a garment of camel's hair and a leather belt around his waist, 
and his food was locusts and wild honey. Then Jerusalem and all Judea and all 
the region about the Jordan were going out to him, and they were baptized by 
him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. 
But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming to his baptism, 
he said to them, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath 
to come? Bear fruit in keeping with repentance. And do not presume to say to 
yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father,’ for I tell you, God is able from 
these stones to raise up children for Abraham. Even now the axe is laid to the 
root of the trees. Every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down 
and thrown into the fire.” 
Matthew 3: 4-10 
 
 

Pause 
1. Why would John the Baptist be an unlikely person to announce the arrival 

of the Messiah? 
 
 
 
 

2. How would John’s message seem unlikely to his audience? 
 
 
 
 

Pursue 
Take a few moments and invite a friend to one of our Sunday services. 
 
 
 

Pray 
Pray for those who are struggling with loneliness or grief at this time of year. 
Pray that our church would be a respite and a comfort for those who are hurting 
over the holidays.  



Wednesday – What is Redemption? 
By Paul Collier 

“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that 
whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life.” 

John 3:16 
 

I remember very clearly what redemption was when I was a kid! My parents 
would get S&H green stamps from the grocery store, gas station or department 
store. Then my sister and I would have the job of licking (yuck!) the stamps and 
placing them in an S&H book. My mom would then redeem the filled books for 
gifts. Redeeming was an exchange. 

I grew up in a great Bible-preaching church, but I wasn’t saved until I was in 
college. I realized that I had trusted in a raised hand in VBS to save me. I was 
saved on September 27, 1971 by the shed blood of Christ, which paid the price 
of my sin. I trusted in Him fully that day. I was redeemed that day. Redemption 
was accomplished by Christ paying the price for sin. The debt I had was paid in 
full. I was set free from the bondage of sin! 

It was a challenge for us as we went to Paraguay in 1979. How do we explain 
the Gospel to a people that were deeply religious and steeped in centuries of 
tradition? Everyone “believed” in Jesus. I quickly learned that these dear people 
loved Jesus, but He was only a part of their belief system to become a Christian. 
Baptism, sacraments, good works, the saints, etc. all played a part in the person’s 
salvation. My usual questions in witnessing would not work. Do you believe in 
Jesus? Do you want to receive Jesus? I had to make it clear that believing was 
exclusively tied to the work of Jesus in the cross, PLUS, nothing else. 

The Amplified Bible does a great job clarifying the word believe in John 3:16: 
“For God so greatly loved and dearly prized the world that He [even] gave up His 
only begotten (unique) Son, so that whoever believes in (trusts in, clings to, relies 
on) Him shall not perish (come to destruction, be lost) but have eternal 
(everlasting) life.” The words, trust in, cling to, relies on, adheres to, all point to a 
redemption or a salvation exclusively in Jesus. PLUS, nothing else. A person is 
trusting 100% in Jesus for salvation. Explaining belief made it much easier for 
people to understand what biblical salvation really was.  

The redemption Boaz offered in Ruth chapter 4 was exclusively provided by 
him. He redeemed an inheritance and redeemed a Moabite to be his bride. Naomi 
and Ruth relied on him fully. The birth of Jesus in Bethlehem was his entrance 
into the world of mankind to become THE Way, THE Truth and THE Life. Mankind 
could trust in Christ fully and exclusively for redemption.  

Are you, dear friend, trusting fully (100%) in Jesus for salvation? If so, you will 
not perish but have everlasting (eternal) life. Ephesians 1:7 says, “In him we have 
redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the 
riches of his grace.” To God be the glory!  



Thursday – Who Needs a Redeemer? 
By Jim Pike 

"Unto you is born this day . . . a Savior." 

Luke 2:11 

 

Redeemer is a synonym for Savior. Do we need a redeemer? America is in a 
time of relative peace, somewhat like it was when Jesus was born. We have 
soldiers on foreign soil, but we are not in fierce battles like WWII or Vietnam. Yet 
we are a divided nation full of conflict, hatred, and discord.  

When Jesus was born, the Jews were living under Roman rule. Jews hated 
Romans. Romans hated Jews. Jews hated Gentiles and Gentiles hated Jews. 
There was hatred even among the Jews. They needed a Redeemer. Jews wanted 
a savior who would restore their nation to power. It was to that world the angel 
announced, "For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is 
Christ the Lord." But wait. A baby as a Savior? That wasn't what they expected. 
But Jesus was exactly the Savior they needed. They didn't need a political leader 
but a pious leader, not a soldier but a Savior. Only God could give them what they 
needed. 

Christmas reminds us we need a Savior. Ted Turner said, "Almost every religion 
talks about a savior coming. When you look in the mirror in the morning, when 
you’re putting on your lipstick or shaving, you’re looking at the savior. Nobody else 
is going to save you but yourself." How sad, but that's the thinking of many. When 
asked what could bring healing to our land, one political leader said, "I myself 
think that one of the ways that America will heal is through the arts. I truly believe 
that that's something where we find our common ground. You enjoy music 
together, you see a play, or a movie, you laugh, you cry, you're inspired -- you 
laugh, you cry."  How sad! No Broadway play, movie, or song can give America 
what is desperately needed. Only the Redeemer can do that. 

Why do we need a Savior? Because we have a sin problem. We need someone 
who can save us from our sins. The angel told Joseph, "you shall call his name 
Jesus, for He will save his people from their sins." Ted Turner like many, will have 
a rude awakening when they discover they cannot save themselves. If they don't 
realize it in this life, they will wake up in hell realizing they needed the Savior. No 
one can save himself. 

Americans are projected to spend over one trillion dollars this Christmas. 
Remember what Christmas cost God. It cost Him His Son; a cost greater than all 
the money in the world. Thirty years later, the hands of that baby in the manger 
were nailed to the cross. Those are the hands of the One who conquered death 
and arose from the grave. Those are the hands that still reach out to save 
unworthy sinners. Those hands reach out to us to still our storms, soothe our 
hearts, and comfort our troubled minds. Yes, we need Christmas, because we 
need a Savior.  



Friday – The Christ of Christmas 
By David Dickmann 

“A son has been born to Naomi. They named him Obed. 
He was the father of Jesse, the father of David." 

Ruth 4:17 
 

Consider the meanings of these names: 
Bethlehem – “place of bread” 
Ephratha – “fruitful” 
Elimelech – “my God is king” 
Naomi – “pleasantness” 
Mahlon – “invalid” 
Chilion – “wasting away” 
Mara – “bitterness” 
Ruth – “friendly” or “companion” 
Boaz – “quickness” or possibly “strength” 
Obed – “worshipper” 

 

As we come to the end of the sermon series on Ruth, consider the situations 
described in the four chapters of Ruth along with meanings of the names above. 
A woman of “pleasantness” married to a man named “my God is king” is from the 
place named “fruitful” and in the city named “place of bread” she experienced 
famine along with her two sons “invalid” and “wasting away.” The family sojourns 
to the land of Moab, an enemy of Israel. 

In Moab, first her husband, then her two sons die. She is left with no husband 
and no sons, a widow who is childless but who has two daughters-in-law who are 
Moabites. When she hears that “God had visited his people with food” she tells 
her daughters-in-law to go back to their people as she plans to return to 
Bethlehem. But God did not leave her without a “friend.” In His goodness God 
gave Naomi a true friend and companion and sister of the faith in Ruth, who not 
only gave her life to serve Naomi but gave her life to serve the God of Naomi. 
Poor and with only this one “friend,” a young woman descended from her peoples’ 
enemies, Naomi returns and tells her friends, “no longer call me Naomi 
(“pleasantness”) but Mara (“bitterness”) because the Lord has dealt bitterly with 
me.” 

Yet, as the famous Yogi Berra once said, “It’s not over till it’s over.”  

Naomi returns to find the redemption of God, through a kinsman-redeemer 
named Boaz, who paid her debts and married Ruth. Through Boaz came the child 
Obed (“worshipper”), who became Naomi and Ruth’s provider in their old age. He 
was the grandfather of King David, and also through whom came Jesus the Christ. 
Jesus, born in Bethlehem (“place of bread”), who Himself is the true “bread of life” 
given to Naomi and to us. It is no wonder that this child was named “worshipper.”  



Weekend – Go! 
By Kenny Tibbetts 

“ . . . and he sent them out to proclaim the kingdom of God and to heal.” 
Luke 9:2 

 

Do you remember when, as a child, a teacher would send you to another 
classroom or to the office with some small task to complete? To deliver a message 
or to collect a document or some other mostly inconsequential errand. If you were 
anything like me these kinds of tasks were done with extreme care and diligence.  

To be asked by my teacher for help was an incredible honor and privilege and 
I was going to be sure to complete the task with such excellence that I might be 
asked again!  

There’s something about being sent, being given a job to do, that captures the 
attention and the imagination of a child. Imagine if we felt that way about the 
instruction Jesus gives us to “go and make disciples.”  

How might the world change if FBC Palmetto was that kind of sent in our 
community and beyond?

Pray for the World: Yemen 
The Republic of Yemen is the Mountainous south and southwestern portion of 

the Arabian Peninsula and the Indian Ocean island of Socotra and is a little larger 
than the state of Texas. Of the 24 million inhabitants, 99.9% are Muslim.  

Yemen was once famous for frankincense, myrrh and coffee, but now growing 
the mild narcotic qat dominates agriculture. Over 80% of the adult population chew 
it, nearly 40% of the national economy is involved in qat farming and 55% of all 
water usage is devoted to its production. An estimated 20 million working hours a 
day are spent chewing it. The negative effects are immense on productivity and 
social and family life. Attempts to alleviate poor health care, low levels of education 
and economic underdevelopment are all undermined by widespread corruption. 

Christianity once had a strong presence but was almost completely wiped out 
by the 7th Century Muslim conquest. According to tradition, Shem founded the city 
of Sana’a, and the Queen of Sheba reigned in Yemen and sought wisdom from 
Solomon three millennia ago. May the modern people of Sheba seek the wisdom 
from God as promised in Isaiah 60:6.                                              (operation world) 

Prepare for Worship 
As you prepare your heart for worship Sunday morning read Psalm 33. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=psalm+33&version=ESV




 


