


  



Sermon Notes – Friending 

 

Big Idea: _____________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 

 
Application: _________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________



Discussion Questions-Acts 2:42-47 
� Why are small groups/Sunday school classes/Bible studies important? What 

do they uniquely offer? 

� How has this group of people been important in your life?  

� What does a circle of people offer that you don’t get from merely sitting in 
rows during worship? What role does corporate worship play in our lives? 
Why do we need both? 

� Review Peter’s sermon from Acts 2. What topics does he cover? How do the 
people respond? What is their first act after deciding to follow Jesus? Why is 
baptism important?  

� What four things did the people pursue in Acts 2:42? 

� What are the Apostles teaching? Why was this important in the lives of the 
new believers? 

� What is fellowship? How does it differ from what 
we experience elsewhere? In what ways can it 
affect our lives?  

� What is breaking bread? Why do we eat together? 
What impact does it have in our life when we eat 
with people regularly?  

� What’s the difference between corporate prayer 
and praying with a small group of people? What’s 
the advantage of each? Why do we need both?  

� What will you gain by being a regular part of a 
group, Bible study or Sunday school class?   

  

One-Year Bible 
Reading Plan 
WEEK 2 
 Day 6 

Mark 5 
Ps 7 
 Day 7 

Mark 6:1-44 
Ps 8 
 Day 8 

Mark 6:45-7:23 
Ps 9 
 Day 9 

Mark 7:24-8:21 
Ps 10 
 Day 10 

Genesis 3:1-4:16 
Ps 11 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+5&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+7&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+6%3A1-44&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+8&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+6%3A45-7%3A23&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+6%3A45-7%3A23&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+9&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+7%3A24-8%3A21&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+10&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+3%3A1-4%3A16&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+11&version=ESV


Monday – Steering a Stopped Car 
By George Volpe 

“And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which 
indeed you were called in one body. And be thankful.” 

Colossians 3:15 

 

When I was a child, I would relish the chance to sit in the driver’s seat of the 
car. I grabbed the steering wheel and turned it back and forth, making noise like 
a car and imagining I was driving. Of course, I wasn’t moving. In my mind I was 
just fine. That used to be my life as a Christian. My spiritual life was going 
nowhere. Oh, I attended church. I listened to messages. I sang like a zombie 
and yawned at people who got excited. I thought praising God was for zealous 
nut cases. I felt more in tune with statues.  

I bet some of you reading this feel like that. And when you leave church you 
return to your comfort zone like you always do. Truth is, I’m ashamed of my 
“previous life.” I think I was “spiritually disengaged.” 

Take those same disengaged people and put them on the couch watching 
football or whatever they love. Their heart is stirred, they raise their voices and 
their hands go up. They are excited! A touchdown or a basket and they clap 
with glee. A missed opportunity and they yell in disgust. I know how it goes. 
Guilty as charged. 

How do we get to the point where we are so excited about a stupid game and 
are asleep or on life support when it comes to the King of Kings? Oh, I see. All 
He did was create the universe and rescue me from Hell so I can live eternally 
without hunger or thirst, without pain or sin. All He did was leave the perfection 
of beauty and take on the form of an innocent baby and live like me in a dirty 
world, and walk directly in the path of Roman crucifixion so I could be covered 
with His blood in the shadow of His cross. And that is just the beginning. 

Has our pride taken such control of us that we find it easy to turn away from 
God Who brought us here? Are we so confused that we’re not sure why we’re 
here? Where is the excitement in us for all He has given us? How can we 
engage with so much heart in our selfish pursuits and cram God into a fraction 
of our lives? 

David Jeremiah’s dad used to tell him, “God never steers a stopped car.”  

Friend, do you want to grow closer to Christ? Get engaged. Do you want the 
spiritual strength to conquer? Serve. Deny that selfish pride. Get engaged. Go. 
Fellowship with other Christians.  

That’s why we have small groups. Fellowship. Engagement. Learning. 
Sharing. Praying. Serving. Get engaged!  

Read Colossians 3.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Colossians+3&version=ESV


Tuesday 
By Kenny Tibbetts 

Scripture 
“I do not ask for these only, but also for those who will believe in me through 
their word, that they may all be one, just as you, Father, are in me, and I in you, 
that they also may be in us, so that the world may believe that you have sent 
me. The glory that you have given me I have given to them, that they may be 
one even as we are one, I in them and you in me, that they may become 
perfectly one, so that the world may know that you sent me and loved them 
even as you loved me.”  
John 17: 20-23 
 

Pause 
1. Can you think of a time when you tried to do something by yourself and 

failed? 
 
 
 
 

2. What does Jesus say will happen when we are united with other believers? 
 
 
 
 

3. What might you attempt for Jesus if you had a group of people working with 
you? 

 
 
 
 

Pursue 
Read John 17. Consider how praying like Jesus prayed could change your life, 
church and community. 
 
 

Pray 
Pray through John 17 asking the Father for the same things Jesus asked for. 
Thank Jesus for what He accomplished on the cross, and give glory to the Holy 
Spirit for enabling you to pray   

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=john+17&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=john+17&version=ESV


Wednesday-Sitters or Fitters 
By Paul Collier 

 “You are Christ’s body—that’s who you are! 
You must never forget this.” 

1 Corinthians 12:27 
 

Last Sunday, we saw how folks who attend regular worship services of FBC 
can find a place to fit into the body and become a part of the life of the church. It 
was an exciting day. 

The “sitting and fitting” reminds me of my father. My mom died of Alzheimer’s 
in 2002. My dad was a committed caretaker. What an example he was to 
everyone. After my mom’s death, God did a great work in my dad. He became 
active in his church. He no longer was a sitter. His quiet former demeanor was 
replaced by an outgoing and happy man. He became a deacon and was thrilled 
to serve!  

We returned to the states for our furlough and decided to live near my dad in 
Wilmington, DE. We rented an apartment near my sister. My dad lived in a high-
rise retirement building sponsored by St. Anthony’s Catholic Church in downtown 
Wilmington. Shortly after we settled into our apartment, my dad approached me 
and asked how he could reach his building for Christ! He was 79. His activity in 
the body of Christ gave him eyes to see beyond the person and see their soul. 
What an adventure.  

I held Bible Studies in the building and my dad invited his friends! I was thrilled 
to work alongside him. Shortly after we began this adventure my dad was 
diagnosed with lung cancer. He continued ministering to his friends as long as he 
could. I was by his side when he died and thanked the Lord for him and his love 
for people and ministry. He was dramatically changed from a pew sitter to an 
active participant in the body of Christ, fitting in to the Great Commission of Jesus.  

Today you have an opportunity to investigate how you can fit into this wonderful 
body in Palmetto. I know if my father were alive, he would smile and encourage 
you to take the plunge.  

Let’s meditate on a few passages. “He handed out gifts of apostle, prophet, 
evangelist, and pastor-teacher to train Christ’s followers in skilled servant work, 
working within Christ’s body, the church, until we’re all moving rhythmically and 
easily with each other, efficient and graceful in response to God’s Son, fully 
mature adults, fully developed within and without, fully alive like Christ. No 
prolonged infancies among us, please. We’ll not tolerate babes in the woods, 
small children who are an easy mark for impostors. God wants us to grow up, to 
know the whole truth and tell it in love—like Christ in everything. We take our lead 
from Christ, who is the source of everything we do. He keeps us in step with each 
other. His very breath and blood flow through us, nourishing us so that we will 
grow up healthy in God, robust in love.” Ephesians 4:11-16 (MSG)  



Thursday 
By Kenny Tibbetts 

Scripture 
“About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, and 
the prisoners were listening to them, and suddenly there was a great 
earthquake, so that the foundations of the prison were shaken. And immediately 
all the doors were opened, and everyone's bonds were unfastened. When the 
jailer woke and saw that the prison doors were open, he drew his sword and 
was about to kill himself, supposing that the prisoners had escaped. But Paul 
cried with a loud voice, “Do not harm yourself, for we are all here.” And the jailer 
called for lights and rushed in, and trembling with fear he fell down before Paul 
and Silas. Then he brought them out and said, “Sirs, what must I do to be 
saved?” And they said, “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved, you 
and your household.” And they spoke the word of the Lord to him and to all who 
were in his house. And he took them the same hour of the night and washed 
their wounds; and he was baptized at once, he and all his family. Then he 
brought them up into his house and set food before them. And he rejoiced along 
with his entire household that he had believed in God.”  
Acts 16: 25-34 
 

Pause 
1. How does being in a difficult situation alone feel different than being in the 

same situation with people you know and trust? 
 
 

2. How did Paul and Silas make the best of a bad situation? 
 
 

 
3. How can God use a community, like Paul and Silas had, to redeem difficult 

or painful situations? 
 
 

Pursue 
Take a few minutes to memorize Acts 16:31. Understand that Paul and Silas 
are telling the jailer that his household may be saved if they also believe in the 
Lord Jesus. 
 

Pray 
Pray for belief today. Pray God would strengthen your faith and the faith of the 
community He has given you. Pray for those around you who do not believe. 
Pray God would bring them to ask, “What must I do to be saved?”  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+16%3A31&version=ESV


Friday-Walking by the Spirit 
By David Dickmann 

“And they devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching 
and the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers.” 

Acts 2:42 
 

In Acts 2 we read of the promised baptism by the Spirit. Tongues as of fire 
coming down on Jesus’s followers. What were the immediate results?  

1) The Judean followers of Jesus spoke in praise of God in the native languages 
of the Jews assembled in Jerusalem.  

2) Peter preached and about 3,000 were baptized. 

3) The community of believers were united in love and devoted themselves to 
the apostles’ teaching, to sharing their goods with whomever was in need, to 
breaking bread together and to prayer. This was the work of the Holy Spirit in 
their lives. 

Yet, how many times have we seen and/or participated in something entirely 
different in church. Taking offense at a brother or sister, being hurt, and then 
refusing to forgive. Not getting our way and then becoming divisive. Gossiping, 
slandering, backbiting, withholding the means to help someone in need. 

In his letter to the Galatians Paul reminds us that the work of the Spirit in us still 
produces the fruit we read about in the early church. He also reminds us that the 
flesh (human nature without the Spirit’s work) results in characteristics like those 
in the preceding paragraph. “But if you bite and devour one another, take care 
lest you be consumed by one another. But I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will 
not carry out the desire of the flesh.” (Galatians 5:15-16) 

It’s pretty easy to determine whether I am walking by the Spirit or by the flesh: 
I just need to test myself by examining the lists in Galatians 5:19-23. If I see myself 
participating in such things as immorality, disputes, factions, envying, outbursts of 
anger, drunkenness, etc., then I am walking by the flesh. If I’m walking by the 
Spirit, I will see the following types of characteristics in my life: love, joy, peace, 
patience, kindness, goodness, gentleness, faithfulness and self-control.   

Paul reminds us, if we are alive (born again) by the Spirit of God we “have 
crucified the flesh with its evil desires.” (Galatians 5:24) We are no longer slaves 
to sin. We need to repent of living by the flesh and choose to walk by the Spirit. 
He also tells us that this is a battle within us – the flesh against the Spirit and vice 
versa.  

How many times do I find myself in the flesh? Over and over again. How many 
times do I need to repent? Every time. How many times will I gain the victory? 
Every time; not by myself, but by the Spirit of God.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+2&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Galatians+5%3A19-23&version=ESV


Weekend - Friending 
By Phillip Hamm 

 

In 2008, a study was conducted to measure the rewards of friendship. 
Participants stood in front of a hill, either alone or beside a friend. They then were 
asked to estimate how steep that hill seemed. Across the board, the participants 
who stood with a friend next to them, reported that the hill seemed less steep than 
the people who stood alone. 

Studies also show that we tend to like ourselves better when we think about the 
friends in our lives who are important to us. Researchers had people take a test. 
Afterward, they asked them to spend time thinking about a warm or positive 
friendship, a cold or negative friendship, or a neutral relationship.  

After spending some time thinking about their designated friendship, they were 
all told their performance on the test was not very good. Their response to hearing 
the results were then measured. What they found was that the people most willing 
to work at getting better were the ones who thought about the positive friendships. 

We don’t need research to know the value of friends.  

In preparation for Sunday worship read 1 Kings 19 as we discuss the danger of 
loneliness. 

Pray for the World: Africa 
There are over one billion people who inhabit the African Continent. Occupying 

20.3% of the world's surface area, it is three times the size of the United States.  
Of the total 11.6 million square miles, 7.9 million are in countries south of the 
Sahara Desert, and 3.7 million in the nations of North Africa. 

An answer to prayer is that Christianity has grown to become the religion of 
almost half of Africa’s population, and nearly two-thirds of sub-Saharan Africa.  

From 1900 to 2010, Christian numbers grew from 9.1% of the population to 
48.8%, and from 7.5 million to 504 million.                              (operation world) 

Prepare for Worship 
As you prepare your heart for worship Sunday morning read Psalm 36. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Kings+19&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=psalm+36&version=ESV




 


