


  



Sermon Notes – The Good Side 

 

Big Idea: _____________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________ 
 

Application: _________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________ 
 

ONE YEAR BIBLE READING PLAN - WEEK 4 

Day 1: Day 2: Day 3: Day 4: Day 5: 
Mark 12;  
Ps 18:1–13 

Mark 13; 
Ps 18:14–23 

Mark 14:1-31; 
Ps 18:24–37 

Mark 14:32-
72;   
Ps 18:38–50 

Genesis 8-9, 
11:1-9; 
Ps 19 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+12&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+18%3A1%E2%80%9313&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+13&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+18%3A14%E2%80%9323&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+14%3A1-31&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+18%3A24%E2%80%9337&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+14%3A32-72&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+14%3A32-72&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+18%3A38%E2%80%9350&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+8-9%2C+11%3A1-9&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+8-9%2C+11%3A1-9&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+19&version=ESV


Discussion Questions 
 

� Why do we battle between doing what is right and what is wrong? Why does 
the wrong thing seem to end up winning so often?  

� How would you describe the difference between the discipline of God and 
suffering the consequences of our actions? Give examples. 

� What did God tell Jonah to do? Why did he not want to do it? What did he do 
instead?  

� The Scripture says Jonah went away from the “Presence of the Lord.” Why is 
this significant? Describe a time when you made a similar decision.  

� Jonah said he “feared” the Lord in verse 9. Discuss what this means and 
whether or not you think he did. 

� How do you respond to someone who says he/she loves Jesus but lives 
contrary to His commands and teachings? Are there any verses to back up 
what you believe? 

� What do you think it was like for Jonah inside the fish? It is unlikely that God 
will have you swallowed by a fish. What are other ways God may choose to 
discipline you? 

� What is significant about 3:1? How does this apply to your life?  

� What is God’s ultimate goal for disciplining us? How does His discipline show 
love toward us?  

� What has God been telling you to do that, up until now, you have disobeyed? 
What steps will you take to obey Him?  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=jonah+1%3A9&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=jonah+3%3A1-2&version=ESV


Monday – Choosing Obedience 
By George Volpe 

 

Although we have clear direction for the right path to take, sometimes we just 
don’t do it. Sometimes we talk ourselves into going in a direction that just can’t 
end well. We know better, but the rebel in us moves us toward choosing our own 
way. It’s like Elsa in “The Last Crusade.” Harrison Ford (Indiana Jones) holds her 
by one arm to keep her from falling into the abyss, yet she’s bound and 
determined to grab the “Holy Grail” from a ledge just out of reach. She seems 
strangely unconcerned about the imminent danger she’s in and continues to 
stretch for the cup until their tenuous grasp slips and she falls deep into the dark 
below. Foolish choice.  

Why would anyone risk everything that is good and right for a selfish choice that 
we know is going nowhere? But isn’t that what we see day in and day out in our 
world? Someone tries to get as close to the edge of the cliff as possible to take a 
picture and they end up falling off. Intelligent college students try to see how much 
alcohol they can drink, and they never wake up. People run from the police and 
end up in a pile of twisted metal. We have a habit of trusting our own reactions 
and feelings even if it means we are fighting against God Himself. That never 
ends well. 

Reasoning is a wonderful attribute of humans. It is one of the things that sets 
us above all other life on earth. But if we depend on our own reasoning to the 
exclusion of obedience to God, we are misusing a gift He has given us to try to 
overrule God. How dumb is that? Is man so smart he can create a universe? A 
climate? His own way into God’s Heaven?  

Christians today have been charged with an important task. We are to spread 
the Gospel to the world. We tell the story of Jesus by our words and our life, and 
God works in the hearts around us. Jonah was a man of God. He knew God. He 
worshipped God. He was close enough to God that he clearly understood God’s 
direction. He was to preach salvation to the heathen, the wicked, the people of 
Nineveh. His initial decision to say ‘no’ forced the hand of God to help him realize 
that God cannot be more serious when it comes to saving sinners.  

Jesus said, “They that are whole have no need of a physician, but they that are 
sick.” (Mark 2:17) Jesus loves all people. And we are accountable to Him and to 
those He has put in our path.  

Read Mark 2:1-17.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=mark+2%3A1-17&version=ESV


Tuesday 
By Kenny Tibbetts 

 

Scripture 
“But be doers of the word and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves. For if 
anyone is a hearer of the word and not a doer he is like a man who looks intently 
at his natural face in a mirror. For he looks at himself and goes away and at 
once forgets what he was like.” 
James 1:22-24 
 
 

Pause 
1. Can you remember a time when you felt like you weren’t being heard? What 

was that like? How did it feel? 
 
 
 

2. How is the word of God similar to a mirror? 
 

 
 

3. Have you ever seen or heard a piece of Scripture that helped you see 
something in your life you needed to change? How did you react? 

 
 
 

Pursue 
Take a few moments and write down verse 22 on a small note:  
 
“But be doers of the word and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves.” 

 
Place that note near your mirror as a reminder that God’s word demands we 
respond in action and in faith. 
 
 

Pray 
Pray for our church. Pray we would be a community committed to doing what 
God has told us to do. Pray for yourself. Pray God would give you the strength 
to not merely hear what His word says but to take action.  



Wednesday – On the Road to Nineveh 
By Paul Collier 

“…and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us, 
looking to Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our faith . . .” 

Hebrews 12:1-2 
 

After I was saved, I wanted to please the Lord. I was finishing my undergraduate 
studies for law school. God needs Christians in every profession, right? What 
came into my pathway to law school was a missionary conference in my church. 
During that conference God clearly spoke to me about giving Him my future. That 
was a scary moment. My personality type always had my future filled to the brim 
with plans! Not now. Was the mission field for me? Maybe. 

One thing God used to direct my path toward His will was my devotional habits. 
I had the Bible and a World Almanac as my devotional books. I studied the Word 
and at the same time studied the world’s countries. What a journey and a joy. I 
did not choose Tarshish to flee to. I chose the road to Nineveh as my path, the 
road to God’s will for my life. Scariness was turning into peace in my heart.  

After a time of working with the Navigator’s on the campus of UVA in 
Charlottesville, Virginia (through the Nav’s I perfected my devotional and 
discipleship skills), I went to Seminary in Chattanooga, Tennessee. During my 
time in Seminary God directed me to Patty, the young lady He chose for me, and 
our Nineveh, Paraguay. In that place God gave me the biblical tools for our future 
ministry, a super helpmate and a love for sharing the Gospel. Wow! Yet, the yellow 
brick road to Paraguay had its potholes!  

We found a wonderful mission board and had to raise our support to go into the 
field. My greatest joy (not really) was to call pastors to get meetings in their 
churches. Then we had a baby! God was faithful in every step of the way. We 
raised our support and loaded a U-Haul bound for Edinburg, Texas for language 
school. Another pothole for me.  

My wife was a natural learning Spanish. Not me! I struggled for the year but 
always had my Nineveh, Paraguay, in my purview. Patty graduated at the top of 
the class, despite having a surprise baby in the middle of her studies! Me, I will 
just say . . . I graduated.  

Now we were ready . . . whoa, not yet. We packed 23 barrels (the big kind) with 
everything needed to go to a country that had very little to offer a young family. 
Two babies needed clothes for five years! We also packed five crates with our 
appliances and lots of big black heavy transformers for all the appliances as we 
were going to a 220-volt country!  

We arrived in Asunción, Paraguay, our Nineveh, on February 9, 1979. We spent 
20 wonderful years sharing the Gospel and planting churches. Our doing “what 
He says” allowed us to be in the center of His will for our lives. The key for us is 
found in Hebrews 12:1-2. We never took our eyes off Him!  

Amen!  



Thursday 
By Kenny Tibbetts 

 
Scripture 
 

“Make me to know your ways, O Lord; teach me your paths. Lead me in your 
truth for you are the God of my salvation; for you I wait all the day long.” 
Psalm 25:4-5 
 

Pause 
1. Do you think you have a genuine desire to do things God’s way? How can 

you tell? 
 
 
 

2. Can you remember a time when God took you from the wrong path to the 
right one?  

 
 
 

3. What image comes to mind when you see the word “Path?” 
 
 
 

4. What do you think it means to “wait” on God? 
 

 
 

Pursue 
Take a few moments to memorize verse 4: 
“Make me to know your ways, O Lord; teach me your paths.” 
It is short and easy to commit to memory. Share this verse with a fellow believer. 
 
 

Pray 
This passage is a prayer. I urge you to pray these exact words to God, 
confessing to Him the areas where you have strayed from His leading. Ask for 
the strength to walk the path He has prepared for you.  



Friday – The Sign of Jonah 
By David Dickmann 

But he answered them, "An evil and adulterous generation seeks for a sign, but 
no sign will be given to it except the sign of the prophet Jonah. For just as Jonah 
was three days and three nights in the belly of the great fish, so will the Son of 
Man be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth. The men of Nineveh 
will rise up at the judgment with this generation and condemn it, for they repented 
at the preaching of Jonah, and behold, something greater than Jonah is here.” 

Matthew 12:39-41 

 

Consider these parallels between the life of Jesus and the life of Jonah: 

� Jonah was a prophet; Jesus was a prophet  
� Jonah preached repentance; Jesus preached repentance 
� Jonah was asleep in a ship in the midst of a terrible storm; Jesus was 

asleep in a boat in the midst of a terrible storm 
� Jonah calmed the sea; Jesus calmed the sea  
� Jonah went down into the sea for three days and three nights; Jesus 

was in the tomb three days and three nights 
� Jonah was raised up alive out of the sea; Jesus was raised alive from 

the dead 
� Jonah preached to the people of Nineveh; Jesus preached to the 

people of Israel 
Now, consider the one big contrast: the people of Nineveh repented at the 

preaching of Jonah, but the Jewish Scribes and Pharisees failed to repent at the 
preaching of Jesus. 

The story of Jonah was a sign from God to the people of Israel, a marker on the 
path of their national life. The Scribes and Pharisees knew their Bible, but they 
missed the Son of Man completely. The fulfillment of the sign of Jonah occurred 
in their lifetime – but many still didn’t believe. Why not? They refused to repent. 

How many times does this occur within the community of the church? We, like 
the Jews of Jesus’ day, refuse to admit our own sins. We say “I’m a good person, 
a good church member, I’ve been baptized, I take communion, I give to the 
church, I teach Sunday School, I’ve done good works, etc., etc.” Yet we fail to see 
that it’s the enemies of God who repent and are saved, not the self-righteous 
“people of God.” 

We need to recognize that, without Christ, we are like the people of Nineveh; 
we are God’s enemies. They repented and found forgiveness at the preaching of 
Jonah. Like the Scribes and Pharisees, we have the words of Someone much 
greater than Jonah. Will we repent and find forgiveness?  



Weekend - Repentance 
By Phillip Hamm 

“. . . let man and beast be covered with sackcloth, and let 
them call out mightily to God. Let everyone turn from his 

evil way and from the violence that is in his hands.” 
Jonah 3:8 

 

When we were kids our parents and teachers would make us apologize. We’d 
apologize to the kid we hit on the playground. We’d apologize to the girl we made 
fun of. We’d apologize for anything and everything at the command of an adult. 
But we all know the truth; we didn’t mean a word of it. We’re glad we hit the kid 
on the playground because he was being a jerk. We meant every word we said 
about that girl we made fun of. The only thing we were sorry for was . . . getting 
caught.  

I’d like to think everyone feels guilty about things once in a while. We all do 
things we regret. But there’s a big difference between being sorry for your 
behavior and changing the behavior. The alcoholic is sorry she drinks. The 
chronic adulterer is sorry he cheats. And the thief is sorry he steals. But guilt 
doesn’t change our behavior, repentance does. All the sorrow in the world means 
nothing without change.  

In preparation for Sunday’s worship read Jonah 3-4. 

Pray for the World: Asia 
Covering an expanse of over 12 million square miles, Asia claims 23.5% of the 

world’s surface and over 4.1 billion inhabitants. Christianity lives in the heart of 
nine percent of the population while the Muslim religion is over 26%. 

Lands previously cut off from overt Christian ministry are now home to dynamic, 
growing churches and unprecedented numbers of believers. This started with 
China in earlier decades, then moved to the former Soviet countries in Central 
Asia, the Caucasus Republics and Mongolia in the 1990s, and most recently in a 
number of Southeast Asian countries.  

Even in the heart of the Muslim world, Christian ministry is happening. Only in 
Saudi Arabia and Maldives are there no public-meeting Christian congregations 
Even in these countries (and many others), there are numbers of believers meeting 
privately or in secret.                                                                     (operation world) 

Prepare for Worship 
As you prepare your heart for worship Sunday morning read Psalm 38. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=jonah+3-4&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=psalm+38&version=ESV




 


