


  



Sermon Notes – The Good Side 

 
Big Idea: ________________________________________ 

________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________ 

 

Application:____________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 
ONE YEAR BIBLE READING PLAN - WEEK 5 

 

Day 1: Day 2: Day 3: Day 4: Day 5: 

Mark 15; 
Ps 20 

Mark 16; 
Ps 21 

1 Peter 1-2; 
Ps 22:1–13 

1 Peter 3-5; 
Ps 22:14–31 

Genesis 12-
13; Ps 23 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+15&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+20&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+16&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+21&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Peter+1-2&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+22%3A1%E2%80%9313&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Peter+3-5&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+22%3A14%E2%80%9331&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+12-13&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+12-13&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+23&version=ESV


Discussion Questions – Jonah 3-4 
 

� What are examples of bad apologies? What’s the heart behind them? 

� How do we know if someone is really sorry for their behavior?  

� Review the story of Jonah. Where was he supposed to go? Where did he 
go? How did God respond? What did he do after all that?  

� What was the first indication in the story that Jonah was not really sorry for 
his behavior? What do you think of his sermon in 3:4? 

� What happened in spite of his preaching? How did this happen in spite of 
Jonah?  

� What was Jonah’s response to the turn of events? Why did he feel this way? 
What are similar scenarios where we might struggle with bad people not 
getting punished? 

� Review the different ways God works supernaturally in the story. Why do 
some struggle with the fish, but not the others?  

� Look up Acts 3:19-20. What is the benefit of repentance? Why does Jonah 
keep suffering in the story?  

� What are examples of someone trying to change their behavior without 
changing their heart? How does it turn out? Why?  

� What has God revealed that may need to change in your life? Is there 
anything you’ve only pretended to change but really need to address?  

  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=jonah+3%3A4&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+3%3A19-20&version=ESV


Monday – Return to Me 
By George Volpe 

“ . . . let the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his 
thoughts; let him return to the Lord, that he may have compassion 

on him, and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon.” 
Isaiah 55:7 

 
There is a curious phrase you may have had the displeasure of hearing these 

days. It’s apparently a false apology for not being apologetic (get that?) when they 
say, “sorry, not sorry.” Wow. How far our communication has fallen. How can you 
be sorry for not being sorry? If you’re not sorry, don’t try to sugar-coat it with a 
fancy phrase. We’re on to you, urban dictionary.  

Sometimes we throw around words without really thinking about their meaning. 
We bump into someone and we might say, “sorry.” Or we just finished a snack of 
ice cream and we leave the dirty dish somewhere other than the dishwasher. 
When confronted we say, “sorry.” But we repeat it again and again, until someone 
could bring the same accusation to us that Inigo Montoya does in the movie 
“Princess Bride” when he says, “You keep using that word…I do not think it means 
what you think it means.”  

We’re caught, so out comes “sorry.” That might be remorse--a conviction of the 
conscience. It might be regret ─ wishing you had not taken that action. But in 
order for positive change to occur, it has to involve repentance.  

Repentance means that saying sorry is not enough. You not only realize you’re 
expected to put the dirty dish in the dishwasher, you’re going to turn from your 
lazy ways and start doing what you know is right. The dish is going in the 
dishwasher by your own hand from now on.  

Repentance means to take action, to reverse course. It goes beyond conviction, 
and beyond feeling the guilt of conscience. It means to be broken to the point of 
humility in surrender. It involves a turning of the heart and mind (the will) to obey 
that which you formerly ignored, or rebelled against, or didn’t do for whatever 
reason. 

We are good at finding excuses to justify our comfort, our thoughts, our words, 
our actions, our sins. I have not heard many prayers from people seeking to be 
broken. But I have heard some. And when I do, I silently thank God for that person 
who calls out to God like David did when he said, “The sacrifices of God are a 
broken spirit: a broken and a contrite heart, O God, thou will not despise.” (Psalm 
51:17) 

Jesus didn’t ask sinners to simply say they were sorry. He asked them to repent. 
He said, “… for I am not come to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance.” 
(Matthew 9:13b) 

When we admit our sin and resolve to burn the bridge behind us, yielding to 
obedience toward God without reservation, we are moving toward God in 
repentance.  

Read Isaiah 55.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=isaiah+55&version=ESV


Tuesday 
By Kenny Tibbetts 

 

Scripture 
 

“But do not overlook this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one day is as a 
thousand years, and a thousand years as one day. The Lord is not slow to fulfill 
his promise as some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing that 
any should perish, but that all should reach repentance.” 
2 Peter 3:8-9 
 
 

Pause 
 
1. Why do you think Peter reminds us in verse 8 of God’s eternality? 
 
 
 
 
2. Have you ever felt like God was moving too slowly for your liking?  
 
 
 
 
3. What does God’s “wish” for your life? 
 
 
 
 

Pursue 
 
Take a few minutes and read all of 2 Peter 3. 
 

Pray 
 
Thank God for his incredible patience toward you. Ask God to show you the 
people in your life who need this reminder and sober warning that God is 
patiently calling them toward repentance.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+peter+3&version=ESV


Wednesday – Model Christ, 
But Do Not Do It Alone 

By Nick Molick 
Joseph answered Pharaoh, “It is not in me; 
God will give Pharaoh a favorable answer.” 

Genesis 41:16 
 

The story of Joseph shows all aspects of the people in the story. We see good 
and bad circumstances that seem like God is not involved at all. However, we see 
in the totality of the story that God is intimately involved in all of the details. Details 
Joseph could not see. He had to have faith in God that things would turn out, not 
only in a way that would change Joseph’s circumstances, but also in a way that 
honored God.  

One of the applications of this account is that we see how Joseph, his father 
and his brothers reacted to life’s circumstances. Also, Pharaoh is folded into this 
account as one who clearly doesn’t know God but sees something different about 
Joseph. 

So, what are we to do with the varied reactions and tumultuous events of 
Joseph’s life and those of his family and Pharaoh? The Bible reveals God’s 
character to us and how He does not change but is eternally righteous and good. 
Whether we believe it or not, His timing, not ours, is good and perfect. Believe 
me, I understand that idea is tough to take at certain times in our lives. We should 
model ourselves after Christ. He knew what was being asked of Him, knew God’s 
timing and saw His redemptive life and sacrifice though.  

How Joseph reacts to his circumstances is a type of foreshadowing of Christ’s 
behavior in the face of dire circumstances. We are meant to model this in way that 
isn’t acting and putting on a brave face, but in a way that is genuinely based on 
faith in God who has perfect timing even though we are unable to always see it. 

Modeling this behavior is not completely up to us in our own power. We must 
prayerfully seek the Spirit’s help in calming our fear, lowering our frustration and 
strengthen our faith so we can have a resolute faith no matter what the 
circumstances are in our life. When we model these characteristics, not only are 
made stronger by the grace of God, but the Pharaohs in our life, those who don’t 
believe, will see something else. They will see something that is different from this 
world and it’s decaying society. We are called to model this behavior, but we are 
not called to do it alone. 

What circumstances in your life make you question God’s timing? Take time 
and prayerfully ask for God’s help in facing those events. Prayerfully ask God to 
remind you who He is and how His timing has been perfect in your life.  



Thursday 
By Kenny Tibbetts 

 

Scripture 
 

“And now, brothers, I know that you acted in ignorance, as did also your rulers. 
But what God foretold by the mouth of all the prophets, that his Christ would 
suffer, he thus fulfilled. Repent therefore, and turn back, that your sins may be 
blotted out, that times of refreshing may come from the presence of the Lord, 
and that he may send the Christ appointed for you, Jesus.” 
Acts 3:17-20 
 
 

Pause 
 

1. How does God’s faithfulness to His promises encourage us to repent? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2. Peter says that times of refreshing and the presence of the Lord follow 

repentance. What is keeping you from repenting? 
 
 
 
 
 

Pursue 
 
Take a few moments and memorize Acts 3:19: 
“Repent therefore, and turn back, that your sins may be blotted out . . .” 
 

Pray 
 
Pray a prayer of repentance. Identify unrepentant sin inf your life and cry out to 
God for forgiveness. Ask for the strength to turn away from that sin and toward 
the God who loves and forgives you.  



Friday – Am I Good Enough? 
By David Dickmann 

“ . . . he entered once for all into the holy places, not by means 
of the blood of goats and calves but by means of his own 

blood, thus securing an eternal redemption.” 
Hebrews 9:12 

 

From about 1500 BC to 30 AD the people of God had one hope; that God would 
accept a sacrifice to cover their sins. The Hebrew Scriptures, given through 
Moses, provided that in a tabernacle God would meet with a priest who would 
offer a sacrifice on their behalf. For all these years, with a few interruptions, the 
high priest would enter the inner sanctum of that temple once per year on the Day 
of Atonement and present a sacrifice before the presence of God. People would 
wait outside until he came out to see if he was still alive. His return indicated that 
God indeed was still propitious toward them in accepting that sacrifice. 

Then at Passover, around the year AD 30, the Son of God Himself entered into 
that inner sanctum with the blood of His own sacrifice. He came out alive from the 
dead. 

As this passage from Hebrews reminds us, the inner sanctum Jesus entered 
was not that of the earthly tabernacle but the true tabernacle, the heavenly one, 
into the very presence of God Himself in Heaven. He did not enter with the blood 
of goats and bulls, but with his own blood, shed on the cross of Calvary. 

In both Old and New Testaments, it’s not a matter of good works upon which 
God accepts his people, but upon the basis of sacrifice.  God’s people are sinners 
and how can a “good work” undue the sin we have done? Forgiveness of sin is 
required, and that’s exactly why Jesus came, to offer once for all the sacrifice that 
would cleanse forever those who stand outside the tabernacle waiting to see if 
their sins are forgiven. 

The author of Hebrews writes, “For if the blood of goats and bulls and the ashes 
of a heifer sprinkling those who have been defiled, sanctify for the cleansing of 
the flesh, HOW MUCH MORE will the blood of Christ, who through the eternal 
Spirit offered Himself without blemish to God, cleanse your conscience from dead 
works to serve the living God?” (Hebrews 9:13-14)  

If we are hoping that somehow God will just forget our sins if we try to be “good”, 
we will be eternally disappointed. But if we recognize we are helpless, standing 
outside Heaven until the Son of God comes out alive from the dead, having made 
the offering that wiped away all the defilement of our sin, we will have eternal hope 
that will never disappoint. 

What are you hoping in? Your own “good works” or the blood of Jesus, the Son 
of God, who offered Himself without blemish to God?  



Weekend - UnChristian 
By Phillip Hamm 

“Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! 
According to his great mercy, he has caused us to be born again 

to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ . . . “ 

1 Peter 1:3 

 
Our world is falling apart. It would be so much easier if Jesus would just come 

back and take us all to Heaven. Then we wouldn’t have to put up with liars, cheats, 
and dishonest businesspeople. We wouldn’t have to see the people we love suffer 
with cancer and Alzheimer’s. We wouldn’t have to visit ICU’s, emergency rooms 
and funeral homes. And we wouldn’t have to deal with a culture that’s growing 
more and more anti-Christian.  

But He hasn’t come back yet. So, now what? How do we live in a world that is 
openly and unapologetically against the faith we hold dear? I guess we have two 
choices.  

The first option is we hide. We can separate ourselves from people who don’t 
live the way we live, act the way we act, or believe the way we believe. 

Or two, we just fall in line and look like everyone else. Neither sound like good 
options. Thankfully this isn’t a new problem. And the Bible addresses it pretty 
thoroughly.  

In preparation for Sunday’s worship read 1 Peter 1:3-12. 

Pray for the World: Europe 
Europe, over 3.8 million square miles, is more than twice the size of the United 

States. It is 17% of the earth’s surface, of which 74% is in the Russian Federation. 
Christians make up 71% of the population of over 732 million people.  

Religious freedom in the former Communist world means the opportunity for 
Christians to practice their faith publicly and to enjoy fellowship and collaboration 
with their brethren from elsewhere in Europe and the world. It sees new 
expressions of Christian faith emerging in Central and Eastern Europe that engage 
the spiritual, social, relational and economic needs of many who feel lost in the 
vacuum of power and philosophy left by former Communist regimes. 

                                                                  (operation world) 

Prepare for Worship 
As you prepare your heart for worship Sunday morning read Psalm 39. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Peter+1%3A3-12&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=psalm+39&version=ESV




 


