


  



Sermon Notes – UnChristian 

 
Big Idea: ________________________________________ 

________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________ 

 

Application:____________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 
ONE YEAR BIBLE READING PLAN - WEEK 6 

 

Day 1: Day 2: Day 3: Day 4: Day 5: 

2 Peter 1 
Ps 24 

2 Peter 2-3 
Ps 25 

James 1 
Ps 26 

James 2-3 
Ps 27 

Genesis 14-
15; Ps 28 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Peter+1&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+24&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Peter+2-3&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+25&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=James+1&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+26&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=James+2-3&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+27&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+14-15&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+14-15&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+28&version=ESV


Discussion Questions – 1 Peter 1:3-12 
 

� What are some of your favorite memories? Why are they your favorite? Why 
do you remember them so clearly?  

� How does remembering the above stories benefit us? 

� We’re studying 1 Peter. What was going on in the lives of the people who first 
received this letter? What similar issues do we face in our culture today? How 
is this book relevant to us? 

� In verse three Peter talks about being born again. Explain what this means. 
What other passages come to mind? Describe how a born-again life is 
different? 

� What promises does Peter list in verse four about the new life we have in 
Christ? Describe each word listed and discuss why these words are 
important.  

� What is significant about God guarding our salvation in verse five? What kind 
of power does He have? Why is His power important to understand in light of 
guarding our salvation? 

� What happens when we remember the story of salvation God has written in 
our life? How does it help during times of difficulty and trials? 

� Verse ten refers to the prophets of the Old Testament. What does it say they 
did? What can we learn from how they looked forward to Christ? 

� Can you explain the story of salvation God has written in your life? What was 
your life like before you began following Jesus? Describe the time you 
decided to start following Jesus? What difference did it make in your life?  

� If you can’t identify God’s story of salvation in your life, maybe it can start 
today. Express to God your desire for His salvation to give you a born-again 
life.   

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Peter+1%3A3&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Peter+1%3A4&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Peter+1%3A5&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Peter+1%3A10&version=ESV


Monday – My Living Hope 
By George Volpe 

“He drew me up from the pit of destruction, 
out of the miry bog, and set my feet upon a rock, 

making my steps secure.” 
Psalm 40:2 

 

Some people were saved at a very young age. All they’ve known is Christianity. 
Some of us were saved later in life. We know what it’s like to live in the world 
without Jesus. We blended into the world, listened to the world’s view, and lived 
by the world’s standards. We may have been lovely people or scoundrels, but we 
did not personally know Jesus Christ. We knew who He was and maybe things 
about Him, but we were not part of His family. And we really didn’t spend a lot of 
time thinking about where we were going after we closed our eyes for the last 
time.  

And then one day we recognized we could not rely on our own way to get to 
Heaven. Our opinion didn’t matter because we didn’t make the universe or the 
rules. We either believe God, or trust in our own way. We could work at being 
stronger, smarter, faster, and more talented than the next guy. But when you 
realize your body is not eternal, you know that if you don’t think about where your 
soul will be when your heart stops, you’re hoping God is wrong about eternity. 
And deep inside you know He’s right. 

It’s been 48 years since I asked Jesus to save me. That’s when I quit trying to 
find my own way and do my own thing. I surrendered. I asked Jesus to rescue 
me. And when I spoke to Jesus for the first time, I knew He was listening. He was 
there waiting for me. I was important to Him. I was broken, but He lifted me up. I 
became part of a new family, a new hope, and a new life both here and beyond.   

In the years that have followed that special day, life happened. I got drafted. I 
got married. I had children. I was employed. I retired. And life has tried to derail 
me every day. I’m a Christian in a world that hates Christ. And maybe life has 
been more challenging because of that. But it’s every bit the blessing from God, 
because I remember where I came from. I remember what it was like before I met 
Jesus.  

And so when selfishness grips me and I want to yell at that crazy driver, or look 
cross-eyed at the guy who refuses to be responsible for his dog, or look down at 
the lady with a cardboard sign at the corner, I just have to remember something. 
In a thousand shameful ways, that was me. And Jesus gently embraced me with 
open arms. Jesus Christ, my living Hope.  

Read Psalm 40.    

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=psalm+40&version=ESV


Tuesday 
By Kenny Tibbetts 

 

Scripture 
 

“You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden. Nor do 
people light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a stand, and it gives light 
to all in the house. In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that 
they may see your good works and give glory to your Father who is in heaven.” 
Matthew 5:14-17 
 
 

Pause 
 
1. Where do you need a lamp? Why do you suppose God has placed us in a 

culture which is hostile to Christianity? 
 
 
 
 
2. What could we do as a church that would cause unreached people around 

us to give Glory to God? 
 
 
 
 

Pursue 
 
Sign up this week for SERVE Saturday ─ one of the best ways our church 
shares Jesus with our “unchristian” community. 
 
 

Pray 
 
Pray for the lost around you. Pray for some individuals by name who you know 
need to hear and believe the Gospel. Ask God to give you the opportunity and 
strength to share the Gospel with them clearly and boldly.  



Wednesday – How Can I Have Joy 
Living in a World Like This? 

By Paul Collier 
“Though you do not now see him, you believe in him and 
rejoice with joy that is inexpressible and filled with glory.” 

1 Peter 1:8  
 

I still remember very clearly my wife’s declaration to our three sons when they 
went out the door every day into the world. “Remember who you are and Who 
you belong to.” That’s great advice for all of us. We begin having problems living 
in this world, when we take our eyes off Jesus. The joy seems to fade, and our 
daily life becomes tedious. That is not the way to live-out our Christian life.  

When we left Paraguay in 1999, we headed to Costa Rica to open the field for 
our mission. I thought, “It’s a piece cake, we have this all sewn-up. Twenty years 
of experience in South America was perfect preparation for another Latin culture.” 
Boy was I VERY wrong. The difference in the culture and the language hit us like 
a ton of bricks.  

The Costa Rican culture was very “Americanized and secular” compared to the 
Paraguayan culture. The thirst for spiritual truth was pretty tepid. I really struggled 
with how I was going have an impact in that environment. I spent a long time in 
prayer, pleading for wisdom. We decided to face the problem. The universities 
were a hotbed of radical thought. The young people were graduating from college 
as atheists, agnostics and secularists. They were the new foundation of Costa 
Rican thought. 

We decided to begin our first church plant in San Pedro, the center of university 
life in San José. We found a building in the neighborhood of La Granja, 
surrounded by a dozen universities! It wasn’t easy but we persevered with our 
eyes fixed on Jesus and the inexpressible joy we had in Him. The congregation 
was taught to face those they came in contact with every day with love and a heart 
that reflected Jesus. We saw wonderful miracles of salvation and transformation. 

Patty and I had a crowd of college students in our home every Sunday evening 
for a number of years. The non-Christian world was beginning to see us for who 
we were, joy-filled sons and daughters of Jesus. The body of Christ was being 
Jesus in the world. They were understanding what, “Remember who you are and 
Who you belong to” meant! 

FBC of Palmetto not only speaks about the need for reaching our community 
but REACHES the community through SERVE Saturday. Become a part of the 
blessing! Step out of your comfort zones and meet our community head-on. 
“Remember who you are and Who you belong to.” God will be glorified.   



Thursday 
By Kenny Tibbetts 

 

Scripture 
 

“Joseph was thirty years old when he entered the service of Pharaoh king of 
Egypt. And Joseph went out from the presence of Pharaoh and went through 
all the land of Egypt. During the seven plentiful years the earth produced 
abundantly, and he gathered up all the food of these seven years, which 
occurred in the land of Egypt, and put the food in the cities. He put in every city 
the food from the fields around it. And Joseph stored up grain in great 
abundance, like the sand of the sea, until he ceased to measure it, for it could 
not be measured.” Genesis 41:46-49 
 

Pause 
 
1. How is the story of Joseph in Egypt applicable to Christians trying to live 

and work in a culture that is hostile toward our beliefs today? 
 
 
 

2. What can we learn from Joseph? 
 

 
 

3. Can you remember a time when you were recognized for hard work and 
honesty? How could you use a situation like that to glorify Jesus? 
 
 

 

Pursue 
 
Take a few moments and reread the rest of Joseph’s story in Genesis and 
consider how we might emulate Joseph today. 
 

Pray 
 

Ask God for courage in resisting the pull of our unChristian culture. Pray we 
would swim upstream and lead others to follow Jesus.  



Friday – Guarded through Faith 
By David Dickmann 

“ . . . who by God's power are being guarded through faith for a salvation 
ready to be revealed in the last time. In this you rejoice, though now 

for a little while, if necessary, you have been grieved by various trials, 
so that the tested genuineness of your faith—more precious than 

gold that perishes though it is tested by fire—may be found to result 
in praise and glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ.”  

1 Peter 1:5-7 

 

There has probably never been a time since Jesus’ resurrection that the people 
of God were free from suffering. In the United States, our suffering often has been 
limited to such things as being left out of events, activities, and friendships 
because we were believers. We may have been mocked or ridiculed. But, for us, 
it has typically not risen to the level of physical beatings, confiscation of personal 
property, imprisonment, or death. Yet right now, and in large numbers throughout 
our lifetime, God’s people have suffered these kinds of persecution. 

I think we all find thoughts of such things to be scary, and we may wonder how 
our faith would fare under such difficult testing. Peter, who himself suffered such 
trials, gives us this promise, “[you] by God’s power are being guarded through 
faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time.” Peter possibly knew this 
very well, in part, because of his failure at Jesus’ trial on the night He was 
betrayed. 

If you remember, Peter had professed he would never desert Jesus. Jesus 
responded by telling Peter he would not only cower but would deny Jesus three 
times. But Jesus had also given Peter a promise, “but I have prayed for you that 
your faith may not fail. And when you have turned again, strengthen your 
brothers.” (Luke 22:32) Even in the face of severe failures, Peter’s faith did not 
fail, and he did turn again. Not because Peter held onto faith himself, but because 
Jesus prayed that Peter’s faith would not fail. Once Peter returned, he again 
walked in that faith and was used greatly by God. 

It seems this must be the type of faith that all of us who have been born again 
have received. A faith that guards us in the midst of trials, no matter how severe 
those trials are – a faith buoyed up by the prayers of our Great High Priest – a 
faith that keeps us to the end. And that is a hopeful thought when we contemplate 
the possibility of future trials.  



Weekend - UnChristian 
By Phillip Hamm 

 

Our need to fit in is powerful. It drives where we go to eat, how we talk, and the 
way we dress. Photographer Hans Eijkelboom has spent more than 20 years 
cataloging the ways people follow fashion fads. Since the early 1990s, Eijkelboom 
has photographed pedestrians in urban settings, for no longer than two hours in 
each location. Each time he takes dozens of pictures of complete strangers who 
dress alike: thirty men all wearing a red jacket with a white stripe; scores of men 
and women wearing untucked plaid flannel shirts; men of all ages wearing 
satchels across their shoulder (or European male carry-alls for you Seinfeld fans).  

The bottom line is this. We want to be like everyone else. We want to fit in. It 
makes us part of the team, the office, or the group. Then we come to Scripture 
and God tells us to stop. He says followers of Christ are supposed to be different. 
We’re supposed to act different, talk different, and treat people different. Our mind 
rushes back to sitting alone in the cafeteria in the seventh grade. But is that what 
He means? Does being different mean being weird? In our study of 1 Peter we’re 
trying to learn how to navigate the Christian life in a culture that is growing 
increasingly unchristian. 

In preparation for worship on Sunday, read 1 Peter 1:13-25.

Pray for the World: Afghanistan 
The Islamic Republic of Afghanistan, slightly smaller than the great state of 

Texas, is dry and mountainous but with fertile valleys. This strategic land has been 
fought over by rival foreign empires for nearly three thousand years. Entrenched 
in the 29 million inhabitants is the Muslim religion which represents 99.85% of the 
population. 

Afghanistan is one of the least reached countries in the world. There are 48,000 
mosques but not a single church building. Pray for the 70 unreached peoples of 
this land. Christian media has been developed in many formats – audio/MP3, 
mobile phone memory, radio, video, literature and the Internet – for evangelism 
and discipleship. This is an area of real growth and excitement. 

                                                                  (operation world) 

Prepare for Worship 
As you prepare your heart for worship Sunday morning read Psalm 40. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Peter+1%3A13-25&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=psalm+40&version=ESV




 


