


  



Sermon Notes – UnChristian 

 
Big Idea: ________________________________________ 

________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________ 

 

Application:____________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 
ONE YEAR BIBLE READING PLAN - WEEK 7 

 

Day 1: Day 2: Day 3: Day 4: Day 5: 

James 4-5 
Ps 29 

Luke 1:1-45 
Ps 30 

Luke 1:46-80; 
Ps 31:1–9 

Luke 2:1-38; 
Ps 31:10–24 

Genesis 16-
17; Ps 32 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=James+4-5&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+29&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+1%3A1-45&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+30&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+1%3A46-80&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+31%3A1%E2%80%939&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+2%3A1-38&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+31%3A10%E2%80%9324&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+16-17&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+16-17&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+32&version=ESV


Discussion Questions – 1 Peter 1:13-25; 2:1-12 
 

� Make a list of the types of behaviors Christians get accused of?  

� Why are we uniquely singled out for these behaviors?  

� Read 1 Peter 2:1. What does each word listed mean? (Malice, deceit, 
hypocrisy, envy, and slander.) 

� What are practical examples of each word? How many of these words 
describe some of what Christians are accused of from question #1? 

� Describe what it means to be ‘holy?’ (1 Peter 1:15) What does this look like 
in our lives?  

� What is the critical component to being holy? (1 Peter 1:13) Why is this 
component so important? 

� How does Peter describe followers of Christ in chapter 2:9? How do the 
behaviors of chapter 2:1 hurt our ability to “proclaim the excellencies of Him 
who called you?” 

� What does Peter plea for the reader to do in chapter 2:11?  

� Make a list of the characteristics Jesus expects from those who follow Him. 

� What can happen when Christians live according to these standards? How 
would people glorify God by watching us? (chapter 2:12) 

  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Peter+1%3A15&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Peter+1%3A13&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Peter+2%3A9&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Peter+2%3A11&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Peter+2%3A12&version=ESV


Monday – New Life in Christ 
By George Volpe 

 

This whole saved thing is not some checkmark we make so God will leave us 
alone. It’s not a one-time decision where we say some special words, and after 
that we just go on living as we have been. When Paul says, “Christ in you, the 
hope of glory,” he’s not trying to paint flowery words to make us feel good. He’s 
reminding us what Jesus Himself said.  

 

“And the glory which you gave me I have given them; that they may be 
one, even as we are one: I in them, and you in me, that they may be made 
perfect in one; and that the world may know that you have sent me, and 
have loved them, as you have loved me.” 

John 17:22-23 

 

“I in them, and you in me…” As hard as I try, I just can’t wrap my head 
completely around that. Jesus in me, and all of God in Christ. My earthly senses 
cannot detect Jesus in me. But my spirit is perfectly confident that I can trust Jesus 
more than I trust myself. I can’t explain everything Jesus did when He rescued 
me. All I know is, I went from zero hope to hope overflowing.  

The Bible says I went from a citizen of Earth to a citizen of Heaven. From a 
future of misery to an abundant future. I went from death to life. He didn’t just 
breathe in me my first earthly breath. He breathed in me a second time and 
brought my dead spirit to life. He made me part of His family. I’ll never get over it. 

So, like the old song says, “I’m not the man I used to be.” I was incorrigible. 
Miserable. Selfish. Fearful. I blended well with the world, and the world was happy 
with me not having a relationship with God. But that man died in 1972. Now I’m 
not just a man with a new label. I’m being transformed by the power of Christ, and 
He’s still working on me (thank God). I have the same aging body that I stare at 
every morning, but Jesus resurrected my dead soul. He brought the real me back 
to life.  

I’m different now. And I can’t tell you how grateful I am because of Jesus. All I 
did was submit to Him, and real life began. So here I sit, writing as best as I can 
for His glory. How can I do otherwise? I know who I was and where I was headed. 
I’m not part of the walking dead anymore. I’m walking with a very special friend, 
who is “Christ in (me), the hope of glory.” 

Read 1 Peter 2.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Peter+2&version=ESV


Tuesday 
By Kenny Tibbetts 

 

Scripture 
 

“Only let your manner of life be worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that whether 
I come and see you or am absent, I may hear of you that you are standing firm 
in one spirit, with one mind striving side by side for the faith of the gospel, and 
not frightened in anything by your opponents. This is a clear sign to them of 
their destruction, but of your salvation, and that from God. For it has been 
granted to you that for the sake of Christ you should not only believe in him but 
also suffer for his sake, engaged in the same conflict that you saw I had and 
now hear that I still have.” Philippians 1:27-30 
 

Pause 
 
1. Who would you say are modern “opponents” to Christians? 

 
 
 
 

2. How does the kind of unity Paul describes in verse 27 cause Christians to 
stand out? 
 
 
 
 

3. How would believing verse 29 cause you to stand out in your workplace or 
home? 

 
 
 

Pursue 
 
It is easier to stand out and stand firm when we know we are not alone. Reach 
out to a fellow believer to let them know you are praying for them and they are 
not alone.  
 

Pray 
 
Pray for the strength to stand firm and even to stand out for Christ.   

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Philippians+1%3A27&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Philippians+1%3A29&version=ESV


Wednesday – When the Old is Made New 
By Jim Pike 

"Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. 
The old has passed away; behold, the new has come." 

2 Corinthians 5:17 
 

Peter is an interesting character. He is an example of the truth Paul wrote about 
in 2 Corinthians 5:17. Peter was very human, yet at times he seemed to almost 
rise above his humanity. Like all of us, he had both positive and negative character 
traits. There is a before and after side of Peter. The before Peter was often 
impulsive, presumptuous, cowardly, self-seeking, reckless, opinioned and 
inconsistent. He was sometimes unstable, aggressive and prideful. It is said Peter 
had developed a foot-shaped mouth because he often put his foot in it. He revved 
up his mouth while his brain was still in neutral. As you look at those 
characteristics, does that look like anyone you know? We may recognize some of 
these characteristics in our own lives. 

After the resurrection of Jesus, we see a different Peter. He was a changed 
man. He was still aggressive, but for a different cause. He was an eager, energetic 
follower of Christ. Because of what had happened in his life, he became a 
confident, bold, and courageous leader who fearlessly preached to the crowd in 
Jerusalem during Pentecost and three thousand were saved.  

The old cowardly Peter, who three times denied Christ saying he did not know 
Him, became a brave, strong, self-sacrificing, loyal proclaimer of the Christ he 
once denied. The old Peter who sometimes had a problem with submission, was 
now a submissive, humble, committed servant of Christ. Does that sound like 
anyone you know? Hopefully we can see some of those positive characteristics 
of Peter in our own lives. 

It is amazing that Peter did not have a doctorate or even seminary training. Acts 
4:13 says the religious leaders were amazed at the boldness of Peter and John 
because they were “unlearned and ignorant men.” That does not mean they were 
dumb and stupid. It simply means they did not have formal schooling in the 
rabbinical traditions and teachings. The religious elite marveled that Peter had 
such a grasp of the Scriptures. Peter had the education all Jewish boys received, 
but he had something else. He had been with Jesus and studied under the Master 
Teacher for three years. 

It is amazing how spending time in the Word with Jesus changes our lives. 
Maybe you haven't been to Bible college or seminary. You may never be a Peter 
or a Paul, but that is okay. God didn't intend for you to be another Peter or Paul. 
He wants us to be who He created us to be; a transformed sinner living a 
committed life for Christ.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Corinthians+5%3A17&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=acts+4%3A13&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=acts+4%3A13&version=ESV


Thursday 
By Kenny Tibbetts 

 

Scripture 
 

“But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his 
own possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of him who called you 
out of darkness into his marvelous light. Once you were not a people, but now 
you are God's people; once you had not received mercy, but now you have 
received mercy.” 1 Peter 2:9-10 
 

Pause 
 
1. Peter uses five different terms to describe Christians in this passage. 

Underline, circle, or highlight each of them. 
 
 
 

2. What do you think it means to be “a people?” 
 
 
 

3. Now that we are “a people” how should we act toward one another? 
 
 
 

4. How can you practically avoid “lone wolf” behaviors in your own life? 
 
 
 

Pursue 
 
Peter says God made us a people so we could “proclaim the excellencies of 
Him who called us out of darkness and into His marvelous light.” Tell someone 
how great God is today. 
 

Pray 
 
Ask God who He is calling you to reach. Pray God would reveal to you a brother 
or sister who is trying to go it alone. Ask the Holy Spirit to give you the words 
that would encourage them to come back to community.  



Friday – Birth and Growth by the Word 
By David Dickmann 

 

“Since you have in obedience to the truth purified 
your souls for a sincere love of the brethren 
fervently love one another from the heart, 
for you have been born again not of seed 

which is perishable but imperishable, that is, 
through the living and abiding word of God.” 

1 Peter 1:22 

 

“So put away all malice and all deceit and hypocrisy 
and envy and all slander. Like newborn infants, 

long for the pure spiritual milk, that by 
it you may grow up to salvation-if indeed 
you have tasted that the Lord is good.” 

1 Peter 2:1 

 

The Holy Spirit uses many metaphors to help those who believe the Gospel 

understand God’s work in their lives. One of the most prominent is new birth and 

new growth. Peter used that metaphor in the first two chapters of his first letter 

(see verses above). In both cases of new birth and new growth, we learn it is the 

word of God which is operative in bringing about both of these. 

If you are to be born again, it must come through the word of God. The word of 

God is like a seed planted which germinates and produces life. 

If you want to grow in your faith, that must also come through the word of God. 

The word of God is like milk to a newborn baby, absolutely essential nutrition for 

the baby to grow.  

If you were told a chest containing a million dollars in gold was buried 

somewhere on the church property, you would spare no effort to dig up every inch 

of ground because of the surpassing greatness of the value of what was in the 

chest. Yet, even when we know we have been told the word of God can make us 

alive from the dead and grow us to maturity in Christ (things far more precious 

than gold), what sort of effort do we make to mine that treasure? 

Let’s renew our effort to be in the Scriptures, actively, obediently and in faith; 

that we might live and grow with the new life that comes from God.  



Weekend - UnChristian 
By Phillip Hamm 

I’ve always loved the old television show “Leave it to Beaver”. In all its black 
and white splendor, it told the story of the Cleaver family in the 1950’s. Dad 
worked hard, but always had time to teach the boys a life lesson. Mom managed 
the home wearing a starched dress and pearls while serving milk and cookies to 
the boys when they got home from school. And the two boys, Wally and Beaver, 
always seemed to find some mischief that was easily resolved before the end of 
the show. Life in the Cleaver household was simple.  

Our homes aren’t quite as simple. Mom and/or dad may work shift work and 
aren’t always at home at the same time. Mom may be raising the kids all by 
herself. Dad may be deployed. Dad may not even be in the picture. The kids may 
struggle academically, or emotionally and may need professional help. 
Sometimes medical conditions require multiple doctor appointments each week 
and medicine that’s hardly affordable. I never saw an episode like this in “Leave 
it to Beaver.”  

It’s a good thing the Bible doesn’t tell us we need to look like the Cleavers in 
order to have a Christian home. Few of us would qualify. But the Bible does speak 
about the power of a home where Christ is the center. That home has the power 
to impact the next generation, it’s neighborhood, and it’s work environments for 
the Gospel. You may never have the perfect TV family June and Ward Cleaver 
had in 1958, but you can have a home where the power of Christ reigns. And 
that’s better than anything. 

In preparation for Sunday’s sermon read 1 Peter 2:13-3:7.

Pray for the World: Angola 
The Republic of Angola is a large coastal state on Africa’s South Atlantic coast 

that is twice the size of Texas. Ninety five percent of the 19 million people there 
profess to be Christian.  

Forty years of almost constant war (1962-2002) devastated Angola. Innocent 
civilians suffered the most–90% of the casualties were civilians. Millions were 
uprooted, their homes and churches destroyed, and hunger was used as a 
bargaining chip in the power play for aid. One in 350 Angolans is a victim of 
landmines, 70-90% of the population live in poverty, and the length of roads 
destroyed or damaged amounts to nearly twice the circumference of the planet.  

Greater than the physical damage are the psychological, social and spiritual 
wounds, which will require years to overcome. Pray for the alleviation of physical 
suffering and healing of invisible wounds.                                    (operation world) 

Prepare for Worship 
As you prepare your heart for worship on Sunday morning read Psalm 41. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Peter+2%3A13-3%3A7&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=psalm+41&version=ESV




 


