


  



Sermon Notes – UnChristian 

 
Big Idea: ________________________________________ 

________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________ 

 

Application:____________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 
ONE YEAR BIBLE READING PLAN - WEEK 9 

Day 1: Day 2: Day 3: Day 4: Day 5: 
Luke 9:1-43; 
Ps 38:9–22 

Luke 9:44-
10:20; Ps 39 

Luke 10:21-
11:26; Ps 40 

Luke 11:27-
12:7; Ps 41 

Genesis 27-
28; Ps 42–43 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+9%3A1-43&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+38%3A9%E2%80%9322&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+9%3A44-10%3A20&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+9%3A44-10%3A20&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+39&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+10%3A21-11%3A26&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+10%3A21-11%3A26&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+40&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+11%3A27-12%3A7&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+11%3A27-12%3A7&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+41&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+27-28&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+27-28&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+42%E2%80%9343&version=ESV


Discussion Questions – 1 Peter 4:12-19 
 

� What are different expectations you have for different situations (work, kids, 
school, relationships, etc.)? What happens when your expectations aren’t 
met?  

� Do you like to be surprised? Why or why not? What does it do to you?  

� What expectations do you sometimes place on God? What are these 
expectations based on? What happens when He doesn’t meet them?  

� What does Peter tell his readers to do in verse 12? Why?  

� Give examples of a ‘fiery trial?’ What is God’s purpose in allowing us to go 
through these?  

� Why does Peter tell them to ‘rejoice’ in verse 13? What makes this command 
so difficult? What does it accomplish?  

� What’s the ‘blessing’ of being insulted as stated in verse 14? What could a 
Christian possibly do that would cause the culture to insult him/her? What 
does it mean if we’re not being insulted for our faith?  

� What is Peter referring to in verse 16 when he discusses being ashamed of 
Jesus? How did his past influence what he wrote in his letter?  

� What does it mean that ‘judgement begins in the house of God?’ 

� How is verse 19 meant to bring comfort? Discuss what expectations you have 
placed on God that may not be accurate. 

  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+peter+4%3A12&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+peter+4%3A13&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+peter+4%3A14&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+peter+4%3A16&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+peter+4%3A19&version=ESV


Monday – Jesus, Draw Me Close 
By George Volpe 

“For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain.” 
Philippians 1:21 

 

When Paul was imprisoned in Rome, he said “remember my bonds.” Ancient 
prisons make our current prisons seem palatial. He was probably in a hole in the 
ground ─ dark, wet, cold and unsanitary. Paul was surely tired, hungry and 
physically spent. He was suffering. It would be reasonable for Paul to ask 
Christians to pray that God would get him out of that awful place. He had 
miraculously done it before. And Paul was a chosen servant ─ an Apostle. Jesus 
guided Paul. He was with Paul. He loved Paul. He did many miracles by the hand 
of Paul. He changed the world using Paul.  

So why didn’t Paul get depressed and despair of life? Why wasn’t he angry at 
God and miserable to everyone around him? Why didn’t he focus on his suffering? 
Surely God would answer Paul’s prayer. Paul was doing what God wanted him to 
do. He was in the will of God. And still he was suffering miserably. 

Paul’s heart was so close to Jesus that his focus was not on his pain, but on 
the glory of God. He did not complain against God about his suffering. And he 
had no palliative care. He had no Tylenol or Ibuprofen. He couldn’t shower. He 
couldn’t eat or drink when he wanted. There was no “outhouse” in his prison cell. 
And what was Paul’s response when he was suffering like that? Patient 
obedience. Meticulously writing down God’s word. He freely gave what strength 
he had to ensure he accurately relayed God’s message. 

Every one of us faces dark days and impossible challenges in life that are 
extremely difficult to take. Sometimes it seems so unbearable that we are willing 
to do almost anything for relief. In the midst of pain and suffering, we find it hard 
to trust God’s purpose and plan for us. We’re not masochists. We want relief. 
Suffering seems so wrong. 

But it seems like almost all the suffering we experience is physical, not spiritual. 
Paul was suffering by choice, because of his obedience to Christ. As a result, he 
did suffer physically yet he did not complain. When we think of suffering, we 
usually mean some physical problem. We tend to focus on physical issues first, 
and if there’s time and energy left over, we might “suffer” a little for Jesus.  

Should we pray for the sick? Of course. But God’s will is bigger than us, whether 
we are in comfort or pain. His plan does not exclude suffering. Our focus should 
always be on God’s purpose, God’s calling, and God’s glory, no matter what. Our 
need for God’s help is one way He keeps us close to Him.  

Read Philippians 1.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=philippians+1&version=ESV


Tuesday 
By Kenny Tibbetts 

 

Scripture 
 

“So if there is any encouragement in Christ, any comfort from love, any 
participation in the Spirit, any affection and sympathy, complete my joy by being 
of the same mind, having the same love, being in full accord and of one mind. 
Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility count others more 
significant than yourselves.”  
Philippians 2:1-3 
 

Pause 
 
1. How does the above passage make you feel? Why is it hard to be excited 

about submitting to others? 
 
 

2. What would it look like for a church to be “in full accord and of one mind?” 
What could happen? 

 
 

3. What does it show the culture around us that is passionately individualistic 
when the church is joyfully united and submitted to Christ? 

 
 

Pursue 
 
Take a few moments to memorize Philippians 2:3: “Do nothing from selfish 
ambition or conceit, but in humility count others more significant than 
yourselves.” 
 
Consider what it might mean for you to count others as more significant than 
yourself. 
 

Pray 
 
Ask God to give you the heart described in this passage. Ask that God would 
give you the humility required to submit yourself to others and especially to Him. 



Wednesday – God’s Eyes are Toward the Righteous 
By David Dickmann 

 
As we have been considering suffering for Christ, we should note that this 

experience is not something new to our generation. Believers in both the Old and 
New Testaments went through the experience of suffering because they believed 
in God and sought to live righteously in their generation. 

In 1 Peter 3, Peter quotes somewhat extensively from Psalm 34. King David 
penned this after he fled from Saul’s persecution to the land of the Philistines, only 
to find that he might be harmed by the Philistines. David pretended to be a 
madman so the Philistine king would let him go. 

In the first ten verses, David invites us to join him in praise for God’s 
deliverance. In verses 11-22 he invites us to learn from his experience. The 
invitations are written to us, to whom the same types of experiences will occur to 
us if we turn to the Lord in our sufferings.  

David’s experience: A God worthy to be praised together. 
“I sought the Lord, and He answered me.” (v4) 
“This poor man cried and the Lord heard him; and saved him out of all his 

troubles.” (v6) 
“The angel of the Lord encamps around those who fear Him, and rescues 

them.” (v7) 
“O taste and see that the Lord is good; how blessed is the man who takes 

refuge in him.” (v8) 
“O fear the Lord you his saints; for to those who fear Him, there is no want.” 

(v9) 
“The young lions to lack and suffer hunger; but they who seek the Lord shall 

not be in want of any good thing.” (v10) 
David’s experience: A worthy experience to learn from. 

“Come you children listen to me; I will teach you the fear of the Lord.” (v11) 
“Keep your tongue from evil, and your lips from speaking deceit.” (v13) 
“Depart from evil and do good; seek peace and pursue it.” (v14) 
“The eyes of the Lord are toward the righteous.” (v15) 
“The face of the Lord is against evildoers.” (v16) 
“The Lord is near to the brokenhearted.” (v18) 
“Many are the afflictions of the righteous, but the Lord delivers them from 

them all.” (v19) 
“Evil shall slay the wicked; and those who hate the righteous will be 

condemned.” (v21) 
“The Lord redeems the soul of His servants: and none of those who take 

refuge in Him will be condemned.” (v22)  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+peter+3&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=psalm+34&version=ESV


Thursday – But Rejoice 
By Nick Molick 

“Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery trial 
when it comes upon you to test you, as thus 
something strange were happening to you.” 

1 Peter 4:1 

 

Why is it that self-help is the best-selling genre of books in the country? The 
answers are varied, and most have some truth in them. At the heart of all of them 
is that we know something is wrong with us and we should be better.  

There is a yearning inside of us to be something other than what we are; to be 
better, to be stronger and to be more like what we worship. The trouble we run 
into with only self-help books to guide us is that we end up worshipping ourselves 
and not the One who created us to be better. That same Creator, however, did 
not always promise a better way of life on this earth if you are truly serving Him. 

The message of Christ, and that of His disciples, is that we need to be about 
one thing, and that is making much of our Savior. He saved us from being lost in 
a hopeless cycle of secular self-help books when we have a glorious book in the 
Bible. No matter which book of the Bible you read, it draws a straight line to the 
cross. Christ is the One who makes us better. Without Him we are lost and 
hopelessly destined for an eternity we do not want. We all want better for 
ourselves and we do not want struggle, but we are not promised a life without 
struggle, quite the opposite. 

We are told that in this world we will have trouble, and all of us believers have 
had trouble. We were warned by the Creator of the universe so we should not be 
surprised. The best part is, if we are truly suffering, no matter what type of 
persecution it may be, if we are trying to glorify Christ within it, we should be 
rejoicing. I know, believe me I know that sounds like a bridge too far, but we will 
all experience events in our lives when the world will judge us on how we react to 
see if Jesus is real in our lives.  

Through the Spirit, Peter warns us about the suffering we should celebrate. 
Through our own current society, we have been taught to blame someone or 
something else for our suffering. Believers aren’t left with that option; we are to 
make much of Christ in all circumstances, no matter how difficult that may be.  

Our hope in the One who saves us is where we should focus our attention when 
we suffer; otherwise we are left with only “self-help” which is no help at all. 

  



Friday – Who Wants to Suffer? 
By Paul E. Collier 

“Brethren, do not be surprised at the fiery trial when it comes upon you…” 
Peter 4:12 

 
Why do so many folks spend their wintertime in Florida? They don’t want to 

suffer the harsh weather up north. No one wants to suffer. We want to be 
comfortable and hassle free. But how do we react when a Christian suffers 
persecution? We are far removed from all of that! Christians are being persecuted 
and martyred every day in Africa. Fanatical Hindus are burning Christian villages 
in India. China is bulldozing churches. Our culture is becoming more and more 
intolerant of Judeo-Christian principles. We are going to face stronger and more 
virulent opposition with time. Are we ready? 

Many Christians will never experience such suffering or persecution because 
they will become more and more silent. Many will definitely “hide their candle 
under a bushel.” Shining for Jesus will diminish. We won’t want to suffer, it’s too 
uncomfortable. Just leave us alone! 

Juan de la Cruz (John of the Cross) Viana and his wife Saturnina were farmers 
who lived deep in the interior of Paraguay. They had many children scattered 
across the country. God brought salvation to several of their children and family 
members in Asunción, the capital. It wasn’t long before Juan de la Cruz and 
Saturnina became vibrant Christians. I had the privilege of traveling to their home 
on many occasions for ministry. I always left there richly blessed by their 
testimony. They were very well-respected members of the community until they 
confessed Christ. Then great opposition began.  

What I observed, with amazement, was the way they handled the persecution. 
They became dynamic witnesses. I saw many come to Christ. Their testimony 
gave their family a greater love and appreciation for their Savior. The fervor was 
contagious. A wonderful church in Mallorquín, near their ranch, was established 
and thrives to this day.  

One day, we received word that Juan de la Cruz had passed away. Because 
embalming was not practiced, as well as the intense heat of Summer, they had to 
bury him within the day. They contacted the main cemetery in Mallorquín but were 
refused burial. There had never been a case of an evangelical death in the area. 
Reluctantly, the family was granted permission. Their ceremony was interrupted 
by the grave diggers throwing dirt on the participants. How sad. Their legacy 
continues as their children and descendants follow Juan de la Cruz and 
Saturnina’s example of total surrender to the cross of Christ.  

I think of them and all those around the world who have suffered for Christ. I 
am reminded of the “aha moment” of Job. It can be found in Job 23:10, “But he 
knows the way that I take; when he has tried me, I shall come out as gold.” The 
refiner’s fire purifies the ore and the result is pure gold. Juan de la Cruz and 
Saturnina were gold! Let us be inspired by their courage!   



Weekend – Who’s Your One? 
By Phillip Hamm 

“Follow me, and I will make you fishers of men.” 

Matthew 4:19 

 

The heartbeat of our church is sharing the love of Christ. We do this in a plethora 
of ways locally, nationally and internationally. We serve other churches, schools, 
widows and shut ins, the unborn, the underprivileged, etc. etc. When the 
community sees us being the hands and feet of Christ incredible things happen.  

The most powerful thing we can do is share the Gospel with someone who 
doesn’t follow Jesus. Over the next month we will challenge you to identify one 
person in your life with whom to share the Gospel. We will challenge you to pray 
daily for their salvation, intentionally have Gospel-centered conversations with 
them, and invite them to church.  

We will provide simple information you can use in these encounters with your 
friends. We aren’t asking you to lead thousands to the Lord, we’re simply asking 
Who’s Your One? 

In preparation for Sunday’s worship read Matthew 4:18-22.

Pray for the World: Bangladesh 
The People’s Republic of Bangladesh occupies the delta and floodplains of the 

Ganges and Brahmaputra Rivers. With high rainfall and frequent flooding, this 
country, bordering the east side of India, is the size of the state of Illinois. Less 
than one percent of the total population is Christian compared to 89% Muslim. 

The cycle of poverty will perpetuate itself until fundamental changes occur. Pray 
for long-term, penetrating transformation in the following areas of desperate need: 
a) The economy is sorely underdeveloped. Bangladesh has little infrastructure, 
very few natural resources, and therefore affords few ways of making an income. 
b) A solid social foundation for progress is lacking. Education levels are low, and 
overpopulation creates problems. c) A frightening vulnerability to changes in 
climate and economy. With such widespread poverty, a large proportion of income 
is spent on food. Significant rises in food prices have a devastating effect and the 
nation is made to endure tragic loss of life and property due to flooding from 
swollen rivers and monsoons.                                                         (operation world) 

Prepare for Worship 
As you prepare your heart for worship Sunday morning read Psalm 43. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=matthew+4%3A18-22&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=psalm+43&version=ESV




 


