
  



 
God’s Covenant with Abram 

 
After these things the word of the Lord came to Abram in a vision: 

“Fear not, Abram, I am your shield; your reward shall be very great.” But 
Abram said, “O Lord God, what will you give me, for I continue childless, 
and the heir of my house is Eliezer of Damascus?” And Abram said, 
“Behold, you have given me no offspring, and a member of my 
household will be my heir.” And behold, the word of the Lord came to 
him: “This man shall not be your heir; your very own son shall be your 
heir.” And he brought him outside and said, “Look toward heaven, and 
number the stars, if you are able to number them.” Then he said to him, 
“So shall your offspring be.” And he believed the Lord, and he counted 
it to him as righteousness. 

And he said to him, “I am the Lord who brought you out from Ur of 
the Chaldeans to give you this land to possess.” But he said, “O Lord 
God, how am I to know that I shall possess it?” He said to him, “Bring 
me a heifer three years old, a female goat three years old, a ram three 
years old, a turtledove, and a young pigeon.” And he brought him all 
these, cut them in half, and laid each half over against the other. But he 
did not cut the birds in half. And when birds of prey came down on the 
carcasses, Abram drove them away. 

As the sun was going down, a deep sleep fell on Abram. And 
behold, dreadful and great darkness fell upon him. Then the Lord said 
to Abram, “Know for certain that your offspring will be sojourners in a 
land that is not theirs and will be servants there, and they will be afflicted 
for four hundred years. But I will bring judgment on the nation that they 
serve, and afterward they shall come out with great possessions. As for 
you, you shall go to your fathers in peace; you shall be buried in a good 
old age. And they shall come back here in the fourth generation, for the 
iniquity of the Amorites is not yet complete.” 

When the sun had gone down and it was dark, behold, a smoking 
fire pot and a flaming torch passed between these pieces. On that day 
the Lord made a covenant with Abram, saying, “To your offspring I give 
this land, from the river of Egypt to the great river, the river Euphrates, 
the land of the Kenites, the Kenizzites, the Kadmonites, the Hittites, the 
Perizzites, the Rephaim, the Amorites, the Canaanites, the Girgashites 
and the Jebusites.”  

 

Genesis 15  



Sermon Notes – Waiting for God to Speak 

 
Big Idea: ________________________________________ 

________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________ 

 

Application:____________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 
ONE YEAR BIBLE READING PLAN - WEEK 15 

Day 1: Day 2: Day 3: Day 4: Day 5: 
Acts 2:14-47;  
Ps 61 

Acts 3:1-4:22; 
 Ps 62 

Acts 4:23-
5:16; Ps 63 

Acts 5:17-
6:15; Ps 64 

Genesis 45:1-
46:7; Ps 65 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+2%3A14-47&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+61&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+3%3A1-4%3A22&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+62&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+4%3A23-5%3A16&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+4%3A23-5%3A16&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+63&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+5%3A17-6%3A15&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+5%3A17-6%3A15&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+64&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+45%3A1-46%3A7&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+45%3A1-46%3A7&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+65&version=ESV


Discussion Questions – Genesis 15 
 

� What stands out in this story?  

� What makes waiting so hard? Why are we so bad at it?  

� What’s the hardest thing you’ve had to wait for? Why?  

� What did God promise Abram? How many times through Genesis 12-15 did 
God make this promise?  

� Why did God tell Abram to ‘fear not’ in 15:1? What was Abram afraid of?  

� What were the improbabilities to Abram and Sarai having a baby?  

� What would you tell someone who is waiting on God?  

� How can you use this story to share the Gospel? What are people waiting for 
that God can do for them?  

  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=genesis+12-15&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=genesis+15%3A1&version=ESV


Monday – Learning through Patience 
By George Volpe 

“And now, Lord, what am I waiting for? My hope is in You.” 
Psalm 39:7 

 

The first time we see Abram’s name mentioned in Scripture, it is written in a list 
of his ancestry descended from Noah after the flood. It is after God confused the 
languages of people at the tower of Babel, causing them to disperse throughout 
the Earth. Without providing a lot of detail, God told Abram to leave the place of 
his heritage and follow His guidance. Abram had no idea what God had in store 
for him. He had no idea where he was going. God spoke and Abram believed 
Him. He trusted and obeyed God. This was a moment that changed the world. 
And Abram was front and center.   

The Abrahamic Covenant included great blessings to Abraham and his lineage. 
God would make a great nation from Abraham’s seed, blessing those who 
blessed them and cursing those who cursed them. God also gave him the promise 
of land, a country for the nation with specific dimensions that they could call their 
own. And God promised blessing and redemption through his lineage to all the 
Earth. The incarnation of the Lord Jesus Christ came through the family of 
Abraham.   

It’s pretty safe to say there’s not a Jew in the world who does not know of 
Abraham. There is no nation that has kept such careful records of history and 
lineage as the Jews have done from the dawn of history. They were intimately 
familiar with God’s promise to Abraham. They claimed the promises. And 
somehow in all of their attention to detail and careful communication and study 
they lost patience with God. 

When they suffered in Egypt under Pharaoh, their hearts were broken. Where 
was the God of Abraham? When they came out of Egypt, they rejoiced, until the 
next issue arose and again, they lost it, and fell into sin. Like a roller-coaster 
running through scrolls of history and the prophets they would repent, go their 
own way, fall into sinful living and disobedience, and then blame God. They 
wanted everything they were promised, and they wanted it now. Had they not 
waited long enough? Had they not been through enough? 

Sometimes we feel the same way. But impatience with God is no way to learn 
the principles God wants to teach us. Sometimes God needs time to prepare us. 
Waiting forces us to depend on God. It forces us to sacrifice, to yield our time to 
obtain what is so valuable. Waiting is never easy, and we’ll probably do well to 
tolerate it with grace and a grateful heart. God’s timing is perfect, and if it includes 
waiting, it will always be worth it. 

Read Revelation 2:1-7.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Revelation+2%3A1-7&version=ESV


Tuesday 
By Kenny Tibbetts 

 

Scripture 
 

“But do not overlook this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one day is as a 
thousand years, and a thousand years as one day. The Lord is not slow to fulfill 
his promise as some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing that 
any should perish, but that all should reach repentance.”             1 Peter 3:8-9 
 

Pause 
 
1. Why do you think God sometimes seems slow to us? 

 
 
 

2. How has this season tested your patience? How has it given you 
patience? 
 
 

 
3. Can you remember a time in your life when the slower, more deliberate 

path turned out to be the best way? 
 
 
 

4. How might your outlook change if you saw God as patient, rather than 
slow? 
 

 
 

Pursue 
 
Take a few moments to read the remainder of 1 Peter 3. 
 

Pray 
 
Pray that God’s will would be accomplished through this season. Pray that our 
church would be one that faithfully waits for God through this season. 



Wednesday – God Is There 
By David Dickmann 

 

“Be merciful to me, O God, be merciful to me, for in you my soul takes refuge; in 

the shadow of your wings I will take refuge, till the storms of destruction pass by.  

I cry out to God Most High, to God who fulfills his purpose for me.  He will send 

from heaven and save me; he will put to shame him who tramples on me. God 

will send out his steadfast love and his faithfulness!  My soul is in the midst of 

lions; I lie down amid fiery beasts- the children of man, whose teeth are spears 

and arrows, whose tongues are sharp swords.  Be exalted, O God, above the 

heavens! Let your glory be over all the earth!  They set a net for my steps; my 

soul was bowed down. They dug a pit in my way, but they have fallen into it 

themselves.”                                                                                    Psalm 57:1-6 

 

The title of Psalm 57, “Let Your Glory Be Over All the Earth,” tells us that David 

wrote this Psalm about his experience while hiding in the cave when King Saul 

and his army were pursuing him. (1 Samuel 24) All Saul needed to do was have 

someone search the cave and, humanly speaking, David had no chance for 

escape. However, David knew where to find salvation from Saul’s murderous 

plot. He cried out to the King of Kings for mercy and put his trust in God until “the 

storms of destruction pass by.”   

Like David we too face trouble that is far greater than our power to deliver 

ourselves. The believer’s enemies are many. There are those who wish to 

destroy the church of Jesus Christ, who wish to silence it who wish to take away 

our “right” to speak the truth. But all the while God is there. It is God’s church 

and those in it belong to God. When David saw that “they set a net for my steps,” 

when David’s “soul was bowed down,” he cried to “God Most High, to God who 

fulfills his purpose for me.” And God delivered him. 

“They dug a pit in my way, but they have fallen into it themselves.” 

I have thoroughly enjoyed reading Psalm 50-70 recently. Over and over this 

same theme of crying out to God for deliverance and seeing God work is 

repeated. When our soul is weighed down with guilt, fear, doubt, etc., cry out to 

the God of mercy for deliverance. Then wait and see what God does. 

  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Samuel+24&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+50-70&version=ESV


Thursday 
By Kenny Tibbetts 

 

Scripture 
 

“Out of the depths I cry to you, O LORD! O Lord, hear my voice! Let your ears 
be attentive to the voice of my pleas for mercy! If you, O LORD, should mark 
iniquities, O Lord, who could stand? But with you there is forgiveness, that you 
may be feared. I wait for the LORD, my soul waits, and in his word I hope; my 
soul waits for the Lord more than watchmen for the morning, more than 
watchmen for the morning. O Israel, hope in the LORD! For with the LORD 
there is steadfast love, and with him is plentiful redemption. And he will redeem 
Israel from all his iniquities.”                                                              Psalm 130 
 

Pause 
 
1. What do you think is the big idea of this passage? 

 
 
 

2. Why do we struggle to trust what we cannot see? 
 

 
 

3. Do you believe God will be faithful to His promise to redeem His creation? 
 
 

 

Pursue 
 
Take time to memorize Psalm 130 verse 5:  
“I wait for the LORD, my soul waits, and in his word I hope.” 
 

Pray 
 
Take a few moments and simply listen to God. Ask Him for wisdom and 
guidance as we endure this season of waiting. Ask God to help you be a person 
who waits well.  



 
Friday – Waiting in Faith 

www.ligonier.org 

 

When Abraham arrived in Canaan, it was by no means a great nation. But he 

dwelt there, living in tents. God may have prepared a mansion for him in heaven, 

but in Canaan all he had was a tent. The only parcel of Canaan he ever actually 

owned was his burial plot. 

Most importantly, Abraham waited. This is perhaps the hardest test of faith. 

Unrealized expectations make for bitterness and despair in many people’s lives. 

But Abraham waited in faith, just as God later required of the prophet Habakkuk, 

when He said: “Write the vision and make it plain on tablets, that he may run who 

reads it. For the vision is yet for an appointed time; but at the end it will speak, 

and it will not lie. Though it tarries, wait for it; because it will surely come, it will 

not tarry” (Habakkuk 2:2–3). 

Abraham waited in faith and died in faith. With the rest of the Old Testament 

saints, it was said: “And all these, having obtained a good testimony through faith, 

did not receive the promise, God having provided something better for us, that 

they should not be made perfect apart from us” (Hebrews 11:39–40). 

 

 

Read more at /www.ligonier.org. 

 

  

 

Most importantly 
Abraham waited. 

 

https://www.ligonier.org/learn/devotionals/waiting-faith/
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Hab.%202.2%E2%80%933
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Heb.%2011.39%E2%80%9340
https://www.ligonier.org/learn/devotionals/waiting-faith/


Weekend – Waiting 
By Phillip Hamm 

“My beloved brothers, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in 
the work of the Lord, knowing that in the Lord your labor is not in vain.” 

1 Corinthians 15:58 

 

Easter is, without a doubt, the most important date on the Christian calendar. 
Paul summarizes it nicely in 1 Corinthians 15:14, “if Christ is not raised from the 
dead then our preaching is in vain, and your faith is in vain.” The resurrection of 
Jesus is the reversal of original sin. The death sentence issued in the Garden is 
chained to every person. The resurrection, on the other hand, holds the key that 
releases us from the death sin and rebellion bring. Everything we believe is 
grounded in the empty tomb. Everything, that is, but date we celebrate it.  

The date we celebrate Easter is a bit arbitrary. In 325 AD the Council of Nicaea 
established that Easter would be held on the first Sunday after the first Full Moon 
occurring on or after the vernal equinox. This is why the date of Easter moves 
from year to year. And this is why the date we celebrate the resurrection is not 
nearly as important as the resurrection itself.  

I imagine you are like me in this season, a little discouraged. We can’t get 
together. We can’t visit. We can’t even shake hands. And we most definitely 
can’t go to church. I miss you. I miss singing with you. I miss praying with you. I 
miss worshiping with you. And the thought of missing an Easter Sunday with all 
of you crushes my spirit. So, we’re not going to do it. We’re not going to celebrate 
Easter this Sunday. I just can’t imagine doing so without you. So, we’re going to 
postpone it.  

The resurrection brings life. So, let’s wait until all this death is over. Let’s wait, 
like the disciples did for three days, and let death run its course. Let’s allow the 
fear of sickness have its day. Let’s allow the anxiety of a virus to tarry for a little 
while longer. Let’s allow the darkness felt by our society come to a head.  

Then, on that venerable day, when life wins, the grave is empty and it’s 
revealed the gates of Hell are no match for the Church of Christ, then we can 
say together with Paul in 1 Corinthians 15:54-55, “Death is swallowed up in 
victory, O death where is your sting!” 

 

Happy Easter, but not yet. 



Our Church’s Response to COVID-19 

Out of extreme caution, we have decided to temporarily conduct Sunday 
worship services at FBC Palmetto online. While we don’t want to pander to the 
fear that consumes our nation, we do want to be responsible. Those most 
impacted by the virus are of retirement age and this demographic makes up a 
large portion of our attenders. Given the size and scope of our church, we would 
be filled with remorse if someone contracted the virus while attending one of our 
services. 

We also want to respect the wishes of our governing officials as President 
Trump and Governor DeSantis recently requested meetings with over ten in 
attendance be canceled. Our hope is that these and other measures will help 
curb the spread of the virus and protect those most susceptible. 

This doesn’t mean we have to give into fear. Instead of being controlled by 
panic and anxiety, let’s be continually reminded of the character of God. Psalm 
46:1-3 says, “God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble. 
Therefore, we will not fear though the earth gives way, though the mountains be 
moved into the heart of the sea, though its waters roar and foam, though the 
mountains tremble at its swelling.” 

Please join us for worship Sunday as we spend a few minutes turning our 
hearts toward the God who is all powerful and almighty. Join us on the FBC 
Palmetto app, or the FBC Palmetto website at this link for this Sunday's Service 
at 9:15 or 10:45 am. 

 
Here are some ways we invite you to stay connected: 

The campus may be temporarily closed, but your leadership team is hard at 
work sharing the love of Christ with our community and beyond. Remember your 
neighbors, continue to share Jesus and help them wherever possible. If their 
needs exceed your ability to assist, give the church office a call and we will do 
our best to help you help them. 

• Invite your friends and neighbors to watch live services on Sunday at 9:15 
or 10:45 am. We recommend staying consistent with our state officials’ 
guidelines of limiting the number who gather at one time. 

• Have Bible studies in your home utilizing resources from RightNowMedia  
• Reach out by phone to another church member or visitor to ask how they 

are doing. 
Please continue to financially support your church and local charities as they 

experience an increase in requests for assistance from members and the local 
community. 

You can give by using online giving, through the FBCP App, or mailing a check 
to: First Baptist Church    1020 4th St. W.    Palmetto, FL 34221 

You can communicate with us at 941-722-7795 or e-mail through the church 
website: www.fbcpalmetto.com. 

https://www.fbcpalmetto.com/fbc-media/livestream.html
https://www.fbcpalmetto.com/fbc-media/livestream.html
https://www.fbcpalmetto.com/fbc-media/livestream.html
https://www.rightnowmedia.org/?msclkid=57d1fc4401fa1494de25a2c07888675c
https://pushpay.com/g/fbcpalmetto?src=hpp
https://www.fbcpalmetto.com/contact.html


 


