
  



Abraham 
When Abram was ninety-nine years old the Lord appeared to Abram and said to 

him, “I am God Almighty; walk before me, and be blameless, that I may make my 
covenant between me and you, and may multiply you greatly.” Then Abram fell on 
his face. And God said to him, “Behold, my covenant is with you, and you shall be 
the father of a multitude of nations  No longer shall your name be called Abram, but 
your name shall be Abraham, for I have made you the father of a multitude of nations. 
I will make you exceedingly fruitful, and I will make you into nations, and kings shall 
come from you. And I will establish my covenant between me and you and your 
offspring after you throughout their generations for an everlasting covenant, to be 
God to you and to your offspring after you. And I will give to you and to your offspring 
after you the land of your sojournings, all the land of Canaan, for an everlasting 
possession, and I will be their God.” 

And God said to Abraham, “As for you, you shall keep my covenant, you and 
your offspring after you throughout their generations. This is my covenant, which you 
shall keep, between me and you and your offspring after you: Every male among you 
shall be circumcised. You shall be circumcised in the flesh of your foreskins, and it 
shall be a sign of the covenant between me and you. He who is eight days old among 
you shall be circumcised. Every male throughout your generations, whether born in 
your house or bought with your money from any foreigner who is not of your offspring, 
both he who is born in your house and he who is bought with your money, shall surely 
be circumcised. So shall my covenant be in your flesh an everlasting covenant. Any 
uncircumcised male who is not circumcised in the flesh of his foreskin shall be cut 
off from his people; he has broken my covenant.” 

And God said to Abraham, “As for Sarai your wife, you shall not call her name 
Sarai, but Sarah[d] shall be her name. I will bless her, and moreover, I will give[e] 
you a son by her. I will bless her, and she shall become nations; kings of peoples 
shall come from her.” Then Abraham fell on his face and laughed and said to himself, 
“Shall a child be born to a man who is a hundred years old? Shall Sarah, who is 
ninety years old, bear a child?” And Abraham said to God, “Oh that Ishmael might 
live before you!” God said, “No, but Sarah your wife shall bear you a son, and you 
shall call his name Isaac. I will establish my covenant with him as an everlasting 
covenant for his offspring after him. As for Ishmael, I have heard you; behold, I have 
blessed him and will make him fruitful and multiply him greatly. He shall father twelve 
princes, and I will make him into a great nation. But I will establish my covenant with 
Isaac, whom Sarah shall bear to you at this time next year.” 

When he had finished talking with him, God went up from Abraham. Then 
Abraham took Ishmael his son and all those born in his house or bought with his 
money, every male among the men of Abraham's house, and he circumcised the 
flesh of their foreskins that very day, as God had said to him. Abraham was ninety-
nine years old when he was circumcised in the flesh of his foreskin. And Ishmael his 
son was thirteen years old when he was circumcised in the flesh of his foreskin. That 
very day Abraham and his son Ishmael were circumcised. And all the men of his 
house, those born in the house and those bought with money from a foreigner, were 
circumcised with him. 

 
Genesis 17  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=genesis+17&version=ESV


Sermon Notes – Still Waiting 

 
Big Idea: ________________________________________ 

________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________ 

 

Application:____________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 
ONE YEAR BIBLE READING PLAN - WEEK 17 

Day 1: Day 2: Day 3: Day 4: Day 5: 
Acts 10:9-48;  
Ps 69:7–17 
 

Acts 11;  
Ps 69:18–36 

Acts 12:1-
13:12; 
Ps 70 

Acts 13:13-
52; 
Ps 71:1–10 

Exodus 3:1-
4:17; 
Ps 71:11–24 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+10%3A9-48&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+69%3A7%E2%80%9317&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+11&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+69%3A18%E2%80%9336&version=ESV
file://SRV2008DC-01/Common%20Files/Devotionals/secret%20of%20happiness/Acts%2012:1-13:12
file://SRV2008DC-01/Common%20Files/Devotionals/secret%20of%20happiness/Acts%2012:1-13:12
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+70&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+13%3A13-52&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+13%3A13-52&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+71%3A1%E2%80%9310&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Exodus+3%3A1-4%3A17&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Exodus+3%3A1-4%3A17&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+71%3A11%E2%80%9324&version=ESV


Discussion Questions – Genesis 17 
 

� What stands out in this story? 

� What types of important things are going on around us that we may not 
recognize? How is this similar to the way God works in our lives?  

� How old was Abram when the story opens? How many years has it been 
since God first promised a child? What challenges come with waiting this 
amount of time?  

� What’s unique about the way God references Himself to Abram? What name 
does God use for Himself and how is it significant in the story?  

� Review what the names ‘Abram’ and ‘Abraham’ mean. What is significant 
about the name change? 

� Why did God wait 24 years to change his name? What was God doing in 
Abraham’s life during this time?  

� How do you know God is trying to change something in you?  

� What are examples of things God might want to change in our lives while we 
wait for Him?   



Monday 
By Kenny Tibbetts 

 

Scripture 
 

“Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God 
through our Lord Jesus Christ. Through him we have also obtained access by 
faith into this grace in which we stand, and we rejoice in hope of the glory of 
God. Not only that, but we rejoice in our sufferings, knowing that suffering 
produces endurance, and endurance produces character, and character 
produces hope, and hope does not put us to shame, because God's love has 
been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit who has been given to us.” 
Romans 5:1-5 
 

Pause 
 
1. What are some ways God has used the recent extraordinary circumstances 

to change you? 
 
 

2. What reason do we have, according to the passage, for hope? 
 

 
3. What does it look like to “rejoice in sufferings?” 

 
 

Pursue 
 
Take a few moments to memorize Romans 5:5: “And hope does not put us to 
shame, because God's love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy 
Spirit who has been given to us.” 
 
Consider the hope we have in Jesus! 
 

Pray 
 

Ask God what you need to change in your life. Ask God to show you how He 
might use even the most unusual circumstances to bring about that change.



Tuesday – Silent Sandpaper 
By George Volpe 

“And you have persevered, and have patience, and for 
my name's sake have labored, and have not fainted.” 

Revelation 2:3 
 

At the age of 175, Abraham died. One hundred years earlier at the age of 75, 
God made a covenant with him that He would bless the world through Abram’s 
seed. But after 24 years of waiting, Abram and his wife Sarai had grown impatient. 
Their decision to have a child outside of their marriage by another woman was 
not God’s plan. 

When someone makes a promise that affects us, we like to believe that they 
will keep it. We expect them to honor it. If they are people of integrity, they will, 
even if circumstances change making it difficult for them to deliver on their 
promise. But people are not perfect. They change, they become fickle, and 
sometimes promises go unfulfilled. 

God is not like that. God is forever true, forever faithful. When God speaks, 
worlds are created. Clay starts to breathe in His hands as He imparts life. God’s 
words are just like God—unchanging. A promise from God is as good as already 
done.  

From the beginning of time even people of great faith like Abram were not 
perfect. The timetable of God is not always the same as the timetable of man. 
And when man has to wait for God beyond what he thinks is “reasonable” to his 
mind, his challenge begins. Why does God let us hit that wall of challenge?  

It is a simple matter for all of us to say we believe and trust in God. Words are 
easy to come by. It is quite another thing to act and live by faith in God. If we truly 
believe Him, we will surely trust Him. If we really trust God, there is no danger, no 
struggle, no virus, no disease, no pain, no problem that comes our way that can 
cause us to lose faith in God’s blessing on us. The problem is that we see the 
promises of God as a special bypass lane to the challenges God wants us to face 
to become more like Jesus. That will never happen.  

People who don’t really trust God fuss over difficulties as if God made a 
mistake. Abram would tell you that he was wrong, and God was right. As faithful 
as Abram was, just like us he struggled with waiting and being patient with God. 
It is not easy. It is not meant to be easy. Strength does not come from ease and 
comfort. It comes from learning to accept and deal properly with hardship and 
pain, sweat and struggle. It is walking daily through the valleys with Jesus. And it 
comes from learning to accept God’s silent little nuisance we all love to hate. 
Patience.  

Read Psalm 37.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+37&version=ESV


Wednesday 
By Kenny Tibbetts 

 

Scripture 
“For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. For 

one will scarcely die for a righteous person—though perhaps for a good person 
one would dare even to die— but God shows his love for us in that while we 
were still sinners, Christ died for us. Since, therefore, we have now been 
justified by his blood, much more shall we be saved by him from the wrath of 
God. For if while we were enemies we were reconciled to God by the death of 
his Son, much more, now that we are reconciled, shall we be saved by his life. 
More than that, we also rejoice in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through 
whom we have now received reconciliation.”                            Romans 5: 6-10 
 

Pause 
 
1. How does this passage explain the Gospel? 

 
 

2. What does the word “reconcile” mean? How do people use it in our culture? 
 

 
3. Why do you think Paul emphasizes “rejoicing” as a regular part of the 

Christian life? How can we rejoice even during a global pandemic? 
 
 

4. What might your unsaved neighbors say or think if they saw you regularly 
rejoicing and praising God? 

 
 

Pursue 
 
Tell a friend, neighbor, coworker or family member how great God is, and share 
with them how Jesus saved you! 
 

Pray 
 
Ask God to impress the truth and reality of the Gospel on your heart. Ask Him 
to change you by the power of the whole Gospel.  



Thursday – Growing Strong in Faith 
By David Dickmann 

“Yet, with respect to the promise of God, he did not waver 

in unbelief, but grew strong in faith, giving glory to God.” 

Romans 4:20 

 

In our current sermon series on the subject of waiting, Abraham has been our 
example. It was 25 years from the time he was called by God to go to the land 
God promised to him and his descendants until Abraham had a child who would 
be counted as his heir.  

Abraham had seen God work. He had seen God answer his prayers, and he 
now had an heir and a statement from God that it was this son through whom God 
would fulfill all his promises to Abraham. There was only one child, Isaac, through 
whom all that God promised Abraham was going to be fulfilled.   

What a test of Abraham’s faith it must have been when God said to him, "Take 
your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, and go to the land of Moriah, and 
offer him there as a burnt offering on one of the mountains of which I shall tell 
you.” (Genesis 22:2) At this point in Abraham’s life he was no longer doubting the 
promise of God. By holding to this promise through all those long years, 
Abraham’s faith was strong. He knew God was faithful, so he did not hesitate to 
obey God. 

The book of Hebrews states that Abraham believed that God was able to raise 
Isaac from the dead. (Hebrews 11:19) Abraham went to the place of sacrifice fully 
intending to carry through with God’s command, knowing that God’s promise, 
which now included Isaac, would never fail. Abraham now had a faith that went 
beyond death to the resurrection of the dead. God, however, substituted a 
sacrificial ram for Isaac, so that Isaac did not die. Isaac lived; the ram died in 
Isaac’s place. 

But what about Christ? His Father sent Him to the cross, the place of death, 
and there was no substitute for Him. He was offered as a sacrifice for us. Yet He 
did not waiver in unbelief, even though he was facing the penalty for the world’s 
sin. He went to death, and God raised Him from the dead.   

Therefore, with a faith that is growing strong and which goes beyond the grave, 
“let us run with endurance the race that is set before us, looking to Jesus, the 
founder and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy that was set before him endured 
the cross, despising the shame, and is seated at the right hand of the throne of 
God.” (Hebrews 12:1-2)  



Friday 
By Kenny Tibbetts 

Scripture 
“Therefore, just as sin came into the world through one man, and death 

through sin, and so death spread to all men because all sinned— for sin indeed 
was in the world before the law was given, but sin is not counted where there 
is no law. Yet death reigned from Adam to Moses, even over those whose 
sinning was not like the transgression of Adam, who was a type of the one who 
was to come. 

But the free gift is not like the trespass. For if many died through one man's 
trespass, much more have the grace of God and the free gift by the grace of 
that one man Jesus Christ abounded for many. And the free gift is not like the 
result of that one man's sin. For the judgment following one trespass brought 
condemnation, but the free gift following many trespasses brought justification. 
For if, because of one man's trespass, death reigned through that one man, 
much more will those who receive the abundance of grace and the free gift of 
righteousness reign in life through the one man Jesus Christ. 

Therefore, as one trespass led to condemnation for all men, so one act of 
righteousness leads to justification and life for all men. For as by the one man's 
disobedience the many were made sinners, so by the one man's obedience the 
many will be made righteous. Now the law came in to increase the trespass, 
but where sin increased, grace abounded all the more, so that, as sin reigned 
in death, grace also might reign through righteousness leading to eternal life 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.”                                               Romans 5:12-21 
 

Pause 
 
1. Why do people want to change? 

 
2. Why do you think most people fail to change? 

 
3. How does the Gospel, as Paul explains it in Romans 5, change us? 
 

Pursue 
 
Take a few moments to reread all of Romans 5. Consider how the Gospel 
changes us and what kind of change the Gospel has made in your life. 
 

Pray 
 
Pray our church would be a church changed by the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 
Pray we would make an irrevocable impact on our community and beyond as a 
result of our having been changed by Jesus’ atoning death.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=romans+5&version=ESV


Weekend – Waiting 
By Phillip Hamm 

“And your offspring shall possess the gate of 
his enemies, and in your offspring shall all the 

nations of the earth be blessed, because 
you have obeyed my voice.” 

Genesis 22:17-18 

 

 

We know everything is going to work out for Anna, we just don’t know how. 

So, we sit through the entire Frozen movie to find out. Every time Woody and 

Buzz got separated from Andy, we were confident they would find their way back 

home in the Toy Story movies. And no matter how down and out the rebel forces 

were in any of the 1,835 Star Wars movies, we kept watching because we knew 

they would find a way to win.  

 

That’s sort of the feeling we have while reading about the life of Abraham. We 

know he waits 25 years for the promised son. We keep turning the pages 

because we know, deep down, that God will keep that promise. What keeps us 

reading isn’t the knowledge of them getting that son. What keeps us reading is 

the way they get the son. 

Finish the story with us as we look at the last sermon in the series entitled 

‘Waiting.’ 

In preparation for Sunday’s worship read Genesis 21-22. 

 
We keep turning the pages 

Because we know, deep down, that 
God will keep that promise. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+21-22&version=ESV


Our Church’s Response to COVID-19 

Out of extreme caution, we are temporarily conducting Sunday worship 
services at FBC Palmetto online only. While we don’t want to pander to the fear 
that consumes our nation, we do want to be responsible. Those most impacted 
by the virus are of retirement age and this demographic makes up a large portion 
of our attenders. Given the size and scope of our church, we would be filled with 
remorse if someone contracted the virus while attending one of our services. 

We also want to respect the wishes and direction of our governing officials as 
President Trump and Governor DeSantis requested meetings with over ten in 
attendance be canceled. Our hope is that these and other measures will help 
curb the spread of the virus and protect those most susceptible. 

This doesn’t mean we have to give into fear. Instead of being controlled by 
panic and anxiety, let’s be continually reminded of the character of God. Psalm 
46:1-3 says, “God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble. 
Therefore, we will not fear though the earth gives way, though the mountains be 
moved into the heart of the sea, though its waters roar and foam, though the 
mountains tremble at its swelling.” 

Please join us for worship Sunday as we spend a few minutes turning our 
hearts toward the God who is all powerful and almighty. Join us on the FBC 
Palmetto app, or the FBC Palmetto website at this link for this Sunday's Service 
at 9:15 or 10:45 am. 

 
Here are some ways we invite you to stay connected: 

The campus may be temporarily closed, but your leadership team is hard at 
work sharing the love of Christ with our community and beyond. Remember your 
neighbors, continue to share Jesus and help them wherever possible. If their 
needs exceed your ability to assist, give the church office a call and we will do 
our best to help you help them. 

• Invite your friends and neighbors to watch live services on Sunday at 9:15 
or 10:45 am. We recommend staying consistent with our state officials’ 
guidelines of limiting the number who gather at one time. 

• Have Bible studies in your home utilizing resources from RightNowMedia  
• Reach out by phone to another church member or visitor to ask how they 

are doing. 
Please continue to financially support your church and local charities as they 

experience an increase in requests for assistance from members and the local 
community. 

You can give by using online giving, through the FBCP App, or mailing a check 
to: First Baptist Church    1020 4th St. W.    Palmetto, FL 34221 

You can communicate with us at 941-722-7795 or e-mail through the church 
website: www.fbcpalmetto.com. 

https://www.fbcpalmetto.com/fbc-media/livestream.html
https://www.fbcpalmetto.com/fbc-media/livestream.html
https://www.fbcpalmetto.com/fbc-media/livestream.html
https://www.rightnowmedia.org/?msclkid=57d1fc4401fa1494de25a2c07888675c
https://pushpay.com/g/fbcpalmetto?src=hpp
https://www.fbcpalmetto.com/contact.html


 


