
  



 
Sarai and Hagar 

 
Now Sarai, Abram's wife, had borne him no children. She had a 

female Egyptian servant whose name was Hagar. And Sarai said to 
Abram, “Behold now, the Lord has prevented me from bearing children. 
Go in to my servant; it may be that I shall obtain children by her.” And 
Abram listened to the voice of Sarai. So, after Abram had lived ten years 
in the land of Canaan, Sarai, Abram's wife, took Hagar the Egyptian, 
her servant, and gave her to Abram her husband as a wife. And he went 
in to Hagar, and she conceived. And when she saw that she had 
conceived, she looked with contempt on her mistress. And Sarai said to 
Abram, “May the wrong done to me be on you! I gave my servant to 
your embrace, and when she saw that she had conceived, she looked 
on me with contempt. May the Lord judge between you and me!” But 
Abram said to Sarai, “Behold, your servant is in your power; do to her 
as you please.” Then Sarai dealt harshly with her, and she fled from her. 

The angel of the Lord found her by a spring of water in the 
wilderness, the spring on the way to Shur. And he said, “Hagar, servant 
of Sarai, where have you come from and where are you going?” She 
said, “I am fleeing from my mistress Sarai.” The angel of the Lord said 
to her, “Return to your mistress and submit to her.” The angel of the 
Lord also said to her, “I will surely multiply your offspring so that they 
cannot be numbered for multitude.” And the angel of the Lord said to 
her, 

“Behold, you are pregnant and shall bear a son. 

You shall call his name Ishmael, because the Lord has listened to 
your affliction. He shall be a wild donkey of a man, his hand against 
everyone and everyone's hand against him, and he shall dwell over 
against all his kinsmen.” 

So she called the name of the Lord who spoke to her, “You are a 
God of seeing,” for she said, “Truly here I have seen him who looks after 
me.” Therefore the well was called Beer-lahai-roi; it lies between 
Kadesh and Bered. 

And Hagar bore Abram a son, and Abram called the name of his 
son, whom Hagar bore, Ishmael. Abram was eighty-six years old when 
Hagar bore Ishmael to Abram.  

 

Genesis 16 
  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=genesis+16&version=ESV


Sermon Notes – Tired of Waiting 

 
Big Idea: ________________________________________ 

________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________ 

 

Application:____________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 
ONE YEAR BIBLE READING PLAN - WEEK 16 

Day 1: Day 2: Day 3: Day 4: Day 5: 
Acts 7:1-53; 
Ps 66 

Acts 7:54-
8:25; Ps 67 

Acts 8:26-
9:19;  
Ps 68:1–15 

Acts 9:20-
10:8;  
Ps 68:16–35 

Exodus 1-2;  
Ps 69:1–6 
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https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+7%3A54-8%3A25&version=ESV
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Discussion Questions – Genesis 16 
 

� What stands out in this passage?  

� Describe a time when you regretted NOT waiting?  

� What had God promised Abram and Sarai? How many years had they 
waited? For comparison, what’s happened the last ten years of your life? 

� Put yourself in their shoes: What would you have been thinking? How would 
you be feeling? How would you act?  

� What was Sarai’s solution? Why did she think this was a good idea? Why 
should she have waited? What problems were they going to run into? 

� What’s at the heart of us not wanting to wait on God? How do we overcome 
this so as not to repeat the same mistakes in our life?  

� We’re all tired of this season of sickness to be over, but what are some 
possible things God is doing during this time of waiting?  

� What would you say to someone who has become spiritually sensitive during 
this pandemic?   



Monday – Are We There Yet? 
By George Volpe 

“Wait on the Lord: be of good courage, and he will 
strengthen your heart: wait, I say, on the Lord.” 

Psalm 27:14 
 

It seems like waiting is never easy. It brings to mind Veruca in Willy Wonka’s 
Chocolate factory who says, “I want it now!” referring to a certain confection which 
is withheld by Mr. Wonka. Her father, who has no idea how to teach a child 
patience, instantly reaches for his checkbook. “Name your price,” he says to Mr. 
Wonka, who refuses to sell the desired piece of candy. Veruca throws a serious 
tantrum.  

Our culture is bent toward speed. We never seem to go fast enough for the 
people in the car behind us. We finish other people’s sentences. Goods and 
services are done so quickly nowadays that by and large the quality has suffered 
greatly compared to the past. Stuff just does not last as long anymore. And things 
that fly off an assembly line don’t have the personal touch of hand-made goods. 
But if the wait is too long, we’re moving on.  

We are impatient people. We expect a rapid response, a quick fix, a fast 
delivery. If we have to wait more than a few minutes, we hang up. If the red light 
doesn’t turn pretty soon, we’re grumbling. If our head cold doesn’t go away in one 
day, we’re going to work anyway. And on it goes. Our unwillingness to wait is 
legendary in our society.   

When God announced to Abram that He would make a great nation from him, 
and that the world would be blessed by Abram’s lineage, I wonder what Abram 
thought in terms of a date? When could he mark it in his calendar? How patient 
was he with God’s word?  

The first of several portions of God’s promise to Abram would be fulfilled when 
he had his first son. After about ten years of waiting, Abram had had enough. We 
know Abram believed God, but he wasn’t perfect. At this point he felt it was up to 
him to make this happen. Since his wife was barren, they agreed to their own plan 
to “help” God get it done. Abram laid with Sarai’s handmaid, Hagar, and Ishmael 
was born. Problem solved, right? Wrong.  

When Isaac did appear in God’s planned timing, the fruit of that impatient 
decision started a contentious relationship with his brother Ishmael and his 
descendants that continues to this day. When we are willing to wait for something 
it’s because we believe it will actually occur, and it is valuable enough for us to 
yield, especially when it is out of our control.  

Read Psalm 25.   

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+25&version=ESV


Tuesday 
By Kenny Tibbetts 

 

Scripture 
 

“Let what you heard from the beginning abide in you. If what you heard from 
the beginning abides in you, then you too will abide in the Son and in the Father. 
And this is the promise that he made to us—eternal life.” 

1 John 2:24-25 
 

Pause 
 
1. Why is waiting harder the longer you have to do it? 

 
 
 

2. Can you think of a promise someone made you, that took a long time for 
them to fulfill? 

 
 
 

3. Do you remember how it felt when you first trusted Christ for salvation? 
 
 
 

4. What can you do to remind yourself to trust God’s promise? 
 
 
 

Pursue 
 
Take a few minutes to memorize 1 John 2:25:  
“And this is the promise that he made to us—eternal life.” 
 

Pray 
 
Ask God to remind you today of His promises. Pray you would not grow weary 
of doing good while you wait on God to fulfil His promises. 



Wednesday – Is It a Conspiracy? 
By David Dickmann 

 

For thus the LORD spoke to me with mighty power and instructed me not to 
walk in the way of this people, saying, “You are not to say, ‘It is a conspiracy!' In 
regard to all that this people call a conspiracy, and you are not to fear what they 
fear or be in dread of it. It is the LORD of hosts whom you should regard as holy. 
And He shall be your fear, And He shall be your dread. Then He shall become 
a sanctuary; but to both the houses of Israel, a stone to strike and a rock to 
stumble over, and a snare and a trap for the inhabitants of Jerusalem.  

Isaiah 8:11-14 

 

As we go through this period of the new coronavirus, we need to be careful 
not to let it consume our thoughts with fear. Among fearful comments being 
made about it are conspiracy theories. Just to name two that I have heard:  

1-China purposely developed it in their biological warfare laboratories.  

2-One or the other of the two US political parties is planning on using it to 
end democracy and institute military rule in the US.  

It’s reminiscent of the days of King Ahaz of Judah, when he feared greatly the 
alliance of Israel with Syria and heard rumor that they were going to depose him 
and place their own chosen one as king in Jerusalem. God sent the prophet 
Isaiah to Ahaz to tell him not to fear these two nations, rather to trust God who 
was going to make their plans as nothing. But Ahaz did not believe God and was 
more afraid of the “conspiracy” of men than He was of the God of Heaven and 
Earth. He rejected God’s words and came to an inglorious end. 

In Ahaz’s day as in ours, God has His purposes for everything that happens. 
He has His purposes for the coronavirus, for China, and for the US. He is the 
One who has authority and power over everything, just as He has authority and 
power over all people. As the Lord said to Isaiah, “you are not to fear what they 
fear”. We are not to fear the coronavirus or rumors of any so-called conspiracy. 
God is the One we should fear, and God is the One we should trust. No one can 
do anything apart from His sovereign plan. If we regard Him as holy, if He is our 
fear and dread, then He will be to us as a sanctuary from evil; if not He will be to 
us as “a rock to stumble over” and as “a snare and a trap.”  



Thursday 
By Kenny Tibbetts 

 

Scripture 
 
“My zeal consumes me, because my foes forget your words. Your promise is 
well tried, and your servant loves it. I am small and despised, yet I do not forget 
your precepts.” 

Psalm 119:139-141 
 

Pause 
 
1. How does forgetting what we know make waiting harder? 

 
 
 
 

2. What do you think it means that God’s promise is “well tried?” 
 

 
 
 

3. How can seeing God’s faithfulness in the past make it easier to wait on His 
faithfulness now?  

 
 
 
 

Pursue 
 
Take a few moments to memorize Psalm 119:140. Then share it with a friend 
who may need an encouraging word. 
 

Pray 
 
Thank God for His faithfulness in your life. Ask God to use His faithfulness in 
your past to encourage a brother or sister today. 
  



Friday – You Will Not Be Disappointed 
By Paul Collier 

“You will not be disappointed if you trust me.” 

Isaiah 49:23 

 

I have been around long enough to hear of many Christians who were sadly 
disappointed because they could not wait on God’s timing in their lives. Many a 
young man and woman have been called to the ministry but could not wait for the 
path God had prepared for them. They took another route that was quicker, that 
was easier, that was conducive to the immediate.  

In Genesis 15, God’s covenant with Abram concerning his offspring was duly 
accepted by Abram. “And he believed the Lord and he counted it to him as 
righteousness.” THEN he made a grave error. His wife couldn’t wait. She was old. 
He was old. And she looked to the circumstances instead of the promise of God. 
Salvation has always been the same whether in the Old or New Testament; by 
believing, by trusting in the Lord. 

The Bible says in Genesis 16:2, “Abram listened to the voice of Sarai.” In a 
moment of weakness, Abram capitulated. Hagar was provided to have an 
offspring with Abram. Problem solved. No, the problems just began.  

I went to a seminary in Chattanooga, Tennessee that was a part of the ministry 
of a large church. There was a K thru 12 grade school. Also, there was a Bible 
school, college and seminary. It was BIG.  

Of course, everything revolved around the church of over 30,000 members. My 
first service was a Wednesday night. I was introduced to a young lady. I 
immediately showed her a photo of my fiancée. (That young lady, Patty, several 
years later, would become my wife!) I’ll never forget the moment I got the nerve 
to say to her “I love you.” I began sweating bullets when she did not reply. She 
knew I was taking a course called, “Courtship and Marriage.   

Patty knew well the books I would be reading. She was waiting on me to realize 
that when I said, “I love you” that a proposal should be immediate to clearly 
express your intentions. Patty was anxious to serve in missions and knew very 
well how many close friends turned their backs on their call to missions and 
planned their lives outside God’s clear leading.  

I soon proposed to her, we were married in May of 1975, and we happily saw 
God lead us to Paraguay as church planters! The rest is a wonderful story of 
trusting God with our lives. Our support came in, needs were met, and two sons, 
Timothy and Benjamin were born. In due time we were on our way. It wasn’t 
always easy, many times we wondered what was going on, but we were never 
disappointed when trusting in Him! 

  



Weekend – Waiting 
By Phillip Hamm 

“I am God Almighty; walk before me, and be 
blameless, that I may make my covenant between 

me and you, and may multiply you greatly.” 

Genesis 17:1-2 

 

I’ve been doing a lot of thinking about waiting recently. Mostly wondering when 
the quarantine will be over. I’ve started talking like I was in prison, beginning 
sentences with the phrase “If I ever get out of here, I’m going to …” The thought 
usually ends with something really critical, like getting a haircut or going to 
Walmart for fishing supplies.  

The heart of my thought is why do we hate waiting so much? My conclusion, 
at least in part, is because waiting makes us feel out of control. We don’t have a 

say in what’s going on. The feeling just grows with every news briefing, stay at 
home order, and lengthened time frame. I concluded we were really only fooling 
ourselves this whole time. We’ve never been in control. Of anything.  

As badly as we want this season to be over; and as badly as we want to 
resume some since of normalcy; I wonder if it’s good for us to feel out of control. 
I wonder if God is doing something in us during this time that wouldn’t have 
happened otherwise? I wonder if we’re going through something like routine 
maintenance on a vehicle. We really don’t want the inconvenience of losing our 
car for two or three days, but the care sure does make it run better when we get 
it back.  

Sure, we don’t like the feeling of being out of control, but I wonder what God 
is doing while we wait all this time? In preparation for Sunday worship read 
Genesis 17. 

 
I wonder if God is doing something 
in us during this time that wouldn’t 

have happened otherwise? 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+17&version=ESV


Our Church’s Response to COVID-19 

Out of extreme caution, we continue to temporarily conduct Sunday worship 
services at FBC Palmetto online only. While we don’t want to pander to the fear 
that consumes our nation, we do want to be responsible. Those most impacted 
by the virus are of retirement age and this demographic makes up a large portion 
of our attenders. Given the size and scope of our church, we would be filled with 
remorse if someone contracted the virus while attending one of our services. 

We also want to respect the wishes of our governing officials as President 
Trump and Governor DeSantis requested meetings with over ten in attendance 
be canceled. Our hope is that these and other measures will help curb the spread 
of the virus and protect those most susceptible. 

This doesn’t mean we have to give into fear. Instead of being controlled by 
panic and anxiety, let’s be continually reminded of the character of God. Psalm 
46:1-3 says, “God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble. 
Therefore, we will not fear though the earth gives way, though the mountains be 
moved into the heart of the sea, though its waters roar and foam, though the 
mountains tremble at its swelling.” 

Please join us for worship Sunday as we spend a few minutes turning our 
hearts toward the God who is all powerful and almighty. Join us on the FBC 
Palmetto app, or the FBC Palmetto website at this link for this Sunday's Service 
at 9:15 or 10:45 am. 

 
Here are some ways we invite you to stay connected: 

The campus may be temporarily closed, but your leadership team is hard at 
work sharing the love of Christ with our community and beyond. Remember your 
neighbors, continue to share Jesus and help them wherever possible. If their 
needs exceed your ability to assist, give the church office a call and we will do 
our best to help you help them. 

• Invite your friends and neighbors to watch live services on Sunday at 9:15 
or 10:45 am. We recommend staying consistent with our state officials’ 
guidelines of limiting the number who gather at one time. 

• Have Bible studies in your home utilizing resources from RightNowMedia  
• Reach out by phone to another church member or visitor to ask how they 

are doing. 
Please continue to financially support your church and local charities as they 

experience an increase in requests for assistance from members and the local 
community. 

You can give by using online giving, through the FBCP App, or mailing a check 
to: First Baptist Church    1020 4th St. W.    Palmetto, FL 34221 

You can communicate with us at 941-722-7795 or e-mail through the church 
website: www.fbcpalmetto.com. 

https://www.fbcpalmetto.com/fbc-media/livestream.html
https://www.fbcpalmetto.com/fbc-media/livestream.html
https://www.fbcpalmetto.com/fbc-media/livestream.html
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https://pushpay.com/g/fbcpalmetto?src=hpp
https://www.fbcpalmetto.com/contact.html


 


