
  



Abraham 
After these things God tested Abraham and said to him, “Abraham!” And he said, 

“Here I am.” He said, “Take your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, and go 
to the land of Moriah, and offer him there as a burnt offering on one of the 
mountains of which I shall tell you.” So Abraham rose early in the morning, saddled 
his donkey, and took two of his young men with him, and his son Isaac. And he cut 
the wood for the burnt offering and arose and went to the place of which God had 
told him. On the third day Abraham lifted up his eyes and saw the place from afar. 
Then Abraham said to his young men, “Stay here with the donkey; I and the boy[e] 
will go over there and worship and come again to you.” And Abraham took the 
wood of the burnt offering and laid it on Isaac his son. And he took in his hand the 
fire and the knife. So they went both of them together. And Isaac said to his father 
Abraham, “My father!” And he said, “Here I am, my son.” He said, “Behold, the fire 
and the wood, but where is the lamb for a burnt offering?” Abraham said, “God will 
provide for himself the lamb for a burnt offering, my son.” So they went both of 
them together. 

When they came to the place of which God had told him, Abraham built the altar 
there and laid the wood in order and bound Isaac his son and laid him on the altar, 
on top of the wood. Then Abraham reached out his hand and took the knife to 
slaughter his son. But the angel of the Lord called to him from heaven and said, 
“Abraham, Abraham!” And he said, “Here I am.” He said, “Do not lay your hand on 
the boy or do anything to him, for now I know that you fear God, seeing you have not 
withheld your son, your only son, from me.” And Abraham lifted up his eyes and 
looked, and behold, behind him was a ram, caught in a thicket by his horns. And 
Abraham went and took the ram and offered it up as a burnt offering instead of his 
son. So Abraham called the name of that place, “The Lord will provide”; as it is said 
to this day, “On the mount of the Lord it shall be provided.” 

And the angel of the Lord called to Abraham a second time from heaven and said, 
“By myself I have sworn, declares the Lord, because you have done this and have 
not withheld your son, your only son, I will surely bless you, and I will surely multiply 
your offspring as the stars of heaven and as the sand that is on the seashore. And 
your offspring shall possess the gate of his enemies, and in your offspring shall all 
the nations of the earth be blessed, because you have obeyed my voice.” So 
Abraham returned to his young men, and they arose and went together to 
Beersheba. And Abraham lived at Beersheba. 

Now after these things it was told to Abraham, “Behold, Milcah also has borne 
children to your brother Nahor: Uz his firstborn, Buz his brother, Kemuel the father 
of Aram, Chesed, Hazo, Pildash, Jidlaph, and Bethuel.” (Bethuel fathered Rebekah.) 
These eight Milcah bore to Nahor, Abraham's brother. Moreover, his concubine, 
whose name was Reumah, bore Tebah, Gaham, Tahash, and Maacah. 

Genesis 22  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=genesis+22&version=ESV


Sermon Notes – Tired of Waiting 

 
Big Idea: ________________________________________ 

________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________ 

 

Application:____________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 
ONE YEAR BIBLE READING PLAN - WEEK 18 

Day 1: Day 2: Day 3: Day 4: Day 5: 
Acts 14; 
Ps 72:1–7 

Acts 15; 
Ps 72:8–20 

Acts 16:1-
17:9;  
Ps 73:1–11 

Acts 17:10-
18:17; 
Ps 73:12–28 

Exodus 6:28-
11:10; 
Ps 74:1–9 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+14&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+72%3A1%E2%80%937&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+15&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+72%3A8%E2%80%9320&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+16%3A1-17%3A9&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+16%3A1-17%3A9&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+73%3A1%E2%80%9311&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+17%3A10-18%3A17&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+17%3A10-18%3A17&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+73%3A12%E2%80%9328&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Exodus+6%3A28-11%3A10&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Exodus+6%3A28-11%3A10&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+74%3A1%E2%80%939&version=ESV


Discussion Questions – Genesis 21-22 
 

� What stands out in this story? 

� What’s the hardest thing about trusting people?  

� How do we overcome that problem?  

� What did God ask Abraham to do? How did he respond?  

� What is significant about God providing the ram?  

� What regular things does God ask us to do that cause most people to 
struggle?  

� What keeps you from trusting God enough to do what He’s asking you to 
do?  

� What would you say to someone who is hearing from God, but is afraid 
to do what He is saying?  

� Describe what it’s like to finally do what God is inviting you do to do?  



Monday – Trust Me 
By George Volpe 

“And they that know your name will put their trust in you: 
for you, Lord, have not forsaken those who seek you.” 

Psalm 9:10 
 

I remember thinking I would never be married. Then after I got married, I thought 
I would never have children. And along came Amy. Wow. It really happened! I 
was a father. A bit scary, but a new chapter in life had begun. And then came 
Rachel. And Laura. But no son. We began wondering how many daughters God 
would bring into our lives. It was out of our control. So, I made peace with the fact 
that God’s way would be best, and a few years later, He gave us Daniel. 

The girls were such a blessing, I began to wonder why I felt a boy was so 
necessary. We waited seven years for Daniel. It was great joy when the doctor 
announced, “it’s a boy!” But now we had four mouths to feed. More beds. More 
clothes. Bigger car. More doctor’s appointments. I was responsible for four more 
little people. Challenging, but really rewarding. 

I remember Jean commenting about the birth of Amy before she was born. Jean 
said, “We have to take care of this little one for eighteen years. That’s a long time.” 
But a funny thing happened. As soon as the doctor handed Amy to Jean in the 
hospital, something changed. Here was this little whimpering infant, still a bit wet 
and dirty, crying out for someone. As Jean took Amy onto her breast, I heard her 
say, “I only have you for eighteen years.”  

Those eighteen years for each of the kids was joyful, hard, life-changing, 
blessed, and sometimes a struggle. But the bond of love we have with them will 
never die. If someone asked me to take the life of any one of them, I am pretty 
sure I could not even think about it. If God Himself asked me to do it, after all He’s 
done to provide these four immeasurable blessings to Jean and I, I honestly think 
I would rather have Him take my life. 

But that is not how it happened with Abraham. When the Bible says he believed 
God, Abraham put aside a mountain of doubt and trusted God. But what blows 
me away is that after he waited twenty-five years for Isaac, and then God asked 
Abraham to sacrifice him, Abraham had every intention of obeying before God 
stopped him. That kind of trust in God is why God honors Abraham forever. 
Abraham loved Isaac like I love my own children. But Abraham’s love for God was 
unquestionably first. That is a model for all of us.  

Read Psalm 5.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=psalm+5&version=ESV


Tuesday 
By Kenny Tibbetts 

 

Scripture 
O foolish Galatians! Who has bewitched you? It was before your eyes that 
Jesus Christ was publicly portrayed as crucified. Let me ask you only this: Did 
you receive the Spirit by works of the law or by hearing with faith? Are you so 
foolish? Having begun by the Spirit, are you now being perfected by the flesh? 
Did you suffer so many things in vain—if indeed it was in vain? Does he who 
supplies the Spirit to you and works miracles among you do so by works of the 
law, or by hearing with faith—just as Abraham “believed God, and it was 
counted to him as righteousness?” 
Know then that it is those of faith who are the sons of Abraham. And the 
Scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the Gentiles by faith, preached the 
gospel beforehand to Abraham, saying, “In you shall all the nations be blessed.” 
So then, those who are of faith are blessed along with Abraham, the man of 
faith.                                                                                            Galatians 3:1-9 
 

Pause 
 
1. How are God’s promises to Abraham fulfilled in Christians today? 

 
 

2. Why do you think Paul asks, “having begun by the Spirit, are you now being 
perfected by the flesh?” 

 
 

3. What do we do when we get tired of waiting on God? 
 
 

Pursue 
 
Take a few moments to read the remainder of Galatians 3. 
 

Pray 
 
Ask God to give you greater faith, greater trust, and greater patience during 
this season. Thank God for His provision in your life to this point. Pray for 
another church member who may be struggling. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=galatians+3&version=ESV


Wednesday – Am I Dead or Alive? 
By David Dickmann 

“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that 
whoever believes in him may not perish but have eternal life.” 

John 3:16 
 

“Am I dead or alive?” Sounds like a strange question to ask oneself! But the 
Scriptures have a lot to say about it. The answer a person gives depends upon 
how he views life and how he views death. If we view life and death only in the 
physical sense, everyone who reads this will say, “I am alive.” But if we view life 
and death in the spiritual sense, then we may come up with a vastly different 
answer to the question. 

The Apostle Paul gives his answer to this question in his letter to the churches 
of Galatia: “I have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but Christ 
who lives in me.” (Galatians 2:20) 

So, what do we make of this? First of all, let’s grant that everyone who reads 
this devotional is alive physically. Let’s also grant that all of us are going to die 
physically. So far, one birth and one death for everyone. 

Physical birth, however, does not equate to spiritual birth, nor does physical 
death equate to spiritual death. Since sin entered the world, physical birth is a 
birth into sin and spiritual death. Although physically alive, we are spiritually dead 
in our sin. When Christ died on the cross, He died to pay for sin; once payment 
was complete, He rose from the dead. 

He died the spiritual death for all who believe that they might be raised from 
the dead through His resurrection. So, for the one who is Christ’s, there are two 
births, a physical one and a spiritual one, and one death, a physical one. 

For the one who does not believe, he does not share in Christ’s death and 
resurrection and so does not have a payment for his sin; he is still in his spiritual 
deadness. 

In Revelation chapter 20, we read that final judgment is the second death ─ 
the lake of fire. “Blessed and holy is the one who has a part in the first 
resurrection; over these the second death has no power.” (Revelation 20:6) But 
for the rest, “if anyone's name was not found written in the book of life, he was 
thrown into the lake of fire.” (Revelation 20:15) 

Many years ago, I heard this little saying that someone used to sum up the 
answer to the question, “Am I dead or alive?” “Born twice, die once. Born once, 
die twice.”  

Think about it!  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=revelation+20&version=ESV


Thursday 
By Kenny Tibbetts 

 

Scripture 
Do you want to be shown, you foolish person, that faith apart from works is 
useless? Was not Abraham our father justified by works when he offered up his 
son Isaac on the altar? You see that faith was active along with his works, and 
faith was completed by his works; and the Scripture was fulfilled that says, 
“Abraham believed God, and it was counted to him as righteousness”—and he 
was called a friend of God. You see that a person is justified by works and not 
by faith alone.                                                                              James 2:20-24 
 

Pause 
 

1. What do you think is the main idea in this story when Abraham nearly 
sacrifices Isaac?  
 
 

2. What do you think you can learn and apply from it? 
 
 

3. What is the connection between faith and action? 
 
 

4. Do you “believe God” as Abraham did? Which area of your life have you 
been slow to trust Him in? 

 
 

Pursue 
 
Invite a friend, neighbor, or total stranger to watch our live service online this 
Sunday at www.fbcpalmetto.com or the FBC Palmetto Facebook! 
 

Pray 
 
Spend devoted time in prayer today for your church and its leaders who are 
seeking God’s wisdom as we consider how and when we may resume 
corporate worship in the coming weeks.  



Friday – The Day Has Come! 
By Paul Collier 

“ . . . and the Lord did to Sarah as he had PROMISED . . .”  

Genesis 21:1 

 

The waiting had been difficult for Abraham and his wife. Big mistakes were 
made while they waited, but God was faithful. Their confidence and trust were 
renewed in the Lord. Wonderful.  

Then in chapter 22, God asked Abraham to obey Him and sacrifice his son! 
What? The unthinkable was asked of Abraham, but he obeyed, his trust never 
failed. What a hero of the “Hall of Fame” in Hebrews 11. He triumphed in the end 
because God was faithful with His promises.  

Patty and I were truly blessed when God led us in our church planting ministry 
in Paraguay. God had allowed us to lead a wonderful group of believers in a 
downtown work in Asunción, the capital. We saw that group grow rapidly, reaching 
into even the upper class of the society. We had folks from several political 
persuasions, that would never “mix” under normal circumstances. We had high 
government officials and military in the body.  

The blessing was that they functioned as a loving group. We then, by faith, built 
a new sanctuary in the back of our property. We were able to host the crowds that 
were coming. We had seven pastors and we were content with our calling in that 
place. There was so much more to do! 

But God had other plans. He was speaking to me about leaving Paraguay to 
church plant somewhere else. I realized that God’s faithfulness never changes. I 
could step out by faith and fully rely on His chosen place for us. God had been 
our Rock for twenty years in Paraguay. How could we doubt? 

In June 1999, we left Paraguay, one of the most difficult times of our lives. Many 
folks came to say goodbye at the airport. Despite the emotions, we knew God 
was leading.  

Patty, our son Joel and I stepped off the plane in San Jose, Costa Rica on 
September 1, 1999. We were confident that God would bless us. I was opening a 
new field for our mission. God was faithful in Paraguay, and He would be faithful 
in Costa Rica; AND HE WAS! 

Step out to do what God desires of you. You will never regret it.  

“But you, O Lord, are a God merciful and gracious, slow to anger and abounding 
in steadfast love and faithfulness.” (Psalm 86:15)  

  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=genesis+22&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=hebrews+11%3A8-12&version=ESV


 
Weekend – unBroken 

By Phillip Hamm 

 

God rebuilds broken things! 

Nehemiah 

 

We’re all broken. We were born broken. Then the world broke us 

some more. Sometimes the very people who were supposed to 

protect us let things happen that broke us. Sometimes we made 

decisions that led to us being more broken.  

 

 

For others it was not one or two things, but just a long list of small 

disappointments, failures, and unrealized risks that left cracks and 

holes throughout their lives. 

But here’s the good news, God doesn’t want us to stay that way. 

He wants to rebuild us. From before the beginning of time God put 

into action a plan that would lead us to become unBroken.  

Sunday, we begin a series from Nehemiah where God begins to 

take the shattered hopes and dreams of a country and rebuild it piece 

by piece. Sounds like the kind of hope we need right now!  

In preparation for Sunday’s worship read Nehemiah 1-2. 

Before the beginning of time 
God put into action a plan 

that would lead us 
to become unBroken. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Nehemiah+1-2&version=ESV


Our Church’s Response to COVID-19 

Out of extreme caution, we have decided to temporarily conduct Sunday 
worship services at FBC Palmetto online only. While we don’t want to pander to 
the fear that consumes our nation, we do want to be responsible. Those most 
impacted by the virus are of retirement age and this demographic makes up a 
large portion of our attenders. Given the size and scope of our church, we would 
be filled with remorse if someone contracted the virus while attending one of our 
services. 

We also want to respect the wishes of our governing officials as President 
Trump and Governor DeSantis requested meetings with over ten in attendance 
be canceled. Our hope is that these and other measures will help curb the spread 
of the virus and protect those most susceptible. 

This doesn’t mean we have to give into fear. Instead of being controlled by 
panic and anxiety, let’s be continually reminded of the character of God. Psalm 
46:1-3 says, “God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble. 
Therefore, we will not fear though the earth gives way, though the mountains be 
moved into the heart of the sea, though its waters roar and foam, though the 
mountains tremble at its swelling.” 

Please join us for worship Sunday as we spend a few minutes turning our 
hearts toward the God who is all powerful and almighty. Join us on the FBC 
Palmetto app, or the FBC Palmetto website at this link for this Sunday's Service 
at 9:15 or 10:45 am. 

 
Here are some ways we invite you to stay connected: 

The campus may be temporarily closed, but your leadership team is hard at 
work sharing the love of Christ with our community and beyond. Remember your 
neighbors, continue to share Jesus and help them wherever possible. If their 
needs exceed your ability to assist, give the church office a call and we will do 
our best to help you help them. 

• Invite your friends and neighbors to watch live services on Sunday at 9:15 
or 10:45 am. We recommend staying consistent with our state officials’ 
guidelines of limiting the number who gather at one time. 

• Have Bible studies in your home utilizing resources from RightNowMedia  
• Reach out by phone to another church member or visitor to ask how they 

are doing. 
Please continue to financially support your church and local charities as they 

experience an increase in requests for assistance from members and the local 
community. 

You can give by using online giving, through the FBCP App, or mailing a check 
to: First Baptist Church    1020 4th St. W.    Palmetto, FL 34221 

You can communicate with us at 941-722-7795 or e-mail through the church 
website: www.fbcpalmetto.com. 

https://www.fbcpalmetto.com/fbc-media/livestream.html
https://www.fbcpalmetto.com/fbc-media/livestream.html
https://www.fbcpalmetto.com/fbc-media/livestream.html
https://www.rightnowmedia.org/?msclkid=57d1fc4401fa1494de25a2c07888675c
https://pushpay.com/g/fbcpalmetto?src=hpp
https://www.fbcpalmetto.com/contact.html


 


