
  



 

Sermon Notes – 2 Corinthians 5:11-21 

 
Big Idea: ________________________________________ 

________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________ 

Application:____________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 
ONE YEAR BIBLE READING PLAN - WEEK 28 

Day 1: Day 2: Day 3: Day 4: Day 5: 
2 Cor 9-10; 
Ps 106:10–22 

2 Cor 11;  
Ps 106:23–33 

2 Cor 12;  
Ps 106:34–48 

2 Cor 13;  
Ps 107:1–7 

Judges 6-7; Ps 
107:8–19 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Corinthians+5%3A11-21&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Cor+9-10&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+106%3A10%E2%80%9322&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Cor+11&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+106%3A23%E2%80%9333&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Cor+12&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+106%3A34%E2%80%9348&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Cor+13&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+107%3A1%E2%80%937&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Judges+6-7&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+107%3A8%E2%80%9319&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+107%3A8%E2%80%9319&version=ESV


Discussion Questions 
 

• When you look at the world today, what do you believe is causing all the 
unrest? 

• What does it mean to be a new creature, or creation, in Christ? 

• How has being in Christ changed your life? 

• Describe a time when you had a disagreement with a friend and later made 
up? 

• How did that feel and what was the process? 

• What do you see as the scope of the Gospel? Is it in word only or does it 
involve deeds? 

• What ministry have you been involved in? What does it mean to minister? 

• What kind of heavenly ambassador are you?  



Monday – Reconciliation with God 
By David Dickmann 

“And you, who once were alienated and hostile in mind, doing evil deeds, he has 
now reconciled in his body of flesh by his death, in order to present you holy and 
blameless and above reproach before him, if indeed you continue in the faith, 
stable and steadfast, not shifting from the hope of the gospel that you heard, 
which has been proclaimed in all creation under heaven, and of which I, Paul, 
became a minister.”  Colossians 1:21-23 

 

Among the terms used in the New Testament describing God’s work through 
Christ on the cross is the term reconciliation. Reconciliation is a relationship 
word, indicating there was alienation in a relationship that has now been restored 
to peace and harmony. This is seen in the Apostle Paul’s words to the Colossian 
Christians. “And you, who once were alienated and hostile in mind, doing evil 
deeds, he has now reconciled…” (Colossians 1:21) 

God’s purpose through Christ is, in part, to restore His relationship with us. He 
has removed our alienation and our hostility of mind toward God and brought us 
to a proper state of mind toward Him. So, we can say we have been reconciled 
to God through the cross; this is one aspect of the reconciliation with God. 

There is another aspect to the reconciliation of God and man that occurred at 
the cross. In this case we are talking about God’s attitude toward man. Apart 
from Christ, man does not want a relationship with God; our sin makes us hostile 
toward God. It is also true that God’s attitude toward sinful man is righteous 
anger, but this is the case because of God’s holiness. 

God’s attitude toward man needs reconciliation, and out of His great love God 
did just that through Christ. Christ took the penalty of man’s sin in His body on 
the Cross; “in order to present you holy and blameless and above reproach 
before him.” (Colossians 1:22) By accepting Christ’s work on the cross as 
payment for our sin and crediting Christ’s sinlessness to us for our 
righteousness, God removed that which alienated us from Him. 

Having been reconciled to God, Paul was entrusted by God to proclaim this 
Gospel, the Gospel of reconciliation, to the world. It is this Gospel which we also 
proclaim as Christ’s witnesses. We are in the business of working with God to 
reconcile those who are “hostile in mind, doing evil deeds” to God; not because 
we are perfect, but because we who were “hostile in mind, doing evil deeds.” We 
were reconciled to God through Christ’s death, and He commands us to go and 
proclaim this Gospel. 

  



Tuesday – The Nature of Reconciliation 
By Paul Collier 

“He made Him who knew no sin to be sin for us, 
that we might become the righteousness of God in Him. 

Corinthians 5:21 

 
The definition for reconciliation is the “act of bringing people together to be 

friendly again or coming to an agreement.” I grew up seeing conflict in several 
branches of my family! I was a young child, but I realized those who called 
themselves Christians were NOT acting like it. I would go years without seeing 
some family members because of the lack of basic reconciliation. They didn’t even 
consider what God said in the Bible. We need reconciliation more than ever! 

Sin is a fundamental relationship. It is not wrongdoing but wrong being. It is a 
deliberate and determined independence from God. The Bible’s faith bases 
everything on the extreme, self-confident nature of sin; the core problem for all 
mankind. Other religions deal with sin ─ what to do and what not to do. The Bible 
alone deals with sin. The first thing Jesus confronted in people was the heredity 
of sin. Romans 5:12 says, “sin came into the world through one man (Adam) and 
death through sin, and so death spread to all men because all sinned.” 

The revealed truth of the Bible is not that Jesus Christ took on Himself our 
fleshly sin, but that He took on Himself the heredity of sin that no man could ever 
touch. God made His own Son “to be sin” that He might make the sinner into a 
saint. It is revealed throughout the Bible that our Lord took on Himself the sin of 
the world through identification with us, not through sympathy for us. He 
deliberately took on His own shoulders, and endured in His own body, the 
complete cumulative sin of the human race. “He made Him who knew no sin to 
be sin for us...” By so doing He placed salvation for the entire human race on the 
basis of redemption. Jesus Christ reconciled the human race, restoring it to what 
God designed it to be. And now anyone can experience that reconciliation, being 
brought into oneness with God, on the basis of what our Lord has done did on the 
cross.  

This reconciliation should not only be with my relationship to God but also my 
relationship to my fellow man. In our last church plant in Paraguay we had an 
exciting mixture of folks in the body. There were people from 14 countries, a blend 
of many ethnic groups. There were folks from the military, government, rich, 
middle class and poor. You name it, we had it! The blessing was unity, a 
reconciliation that we were ONE in Christ. We were not without problems, but 
those on the outside, looking in, saw something different ─ Christ.  

Our world is hurting, and we need to show the love of Christ to all we come in 
contact with. They need to be reconciled with God and with their fellow man. Do 
we have the courage to step out of our comfort zones in order to help those around 
us experience such a blessed reconciliation in Christ?  



Wednesday 
By Kenny Tibbetts 

 

Scripture 
 

“He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. For by him all 
things were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether 
thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities—all things were created through 
him and for him. And he is before all things, and in him all things hold together. 
And he is the head of the body, the church. He is the beginning, the firstborn 
from the dead, that in everything he might be preeminent. For in him all the 
fullness of God was pleased to dwell, and through him to reconcile to himself 
all things, whether on earth or in heaven, making peace by the blood of his 
cross.” Colossians 1:15-20 
 

Pause 
 

1. Who do you need to be reconciled to? 

 

2. Describe how Jesus provides an example for reconciliation with the people 
in our lives? 

 

3. What do you think it means to be reconciled to Jesus? 

 

4. Why do you think your reconciliation with God required Jesus’ blood on the 
cross? 

 

Pursue 
 
Take a few moments today to read through the remainder of this chapter and 
consider what Jesus did for you. 
 

Pray 
 
Ask that God would make you an example of His ministry of reconciliation. Ask 
Him for the strength to make peace with an estranged family member or an 
old friend you haven’t spoken with in a long time.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Colossians+1&version=ESV


Thursday – Jesus is the Answer 
By George Volpe 

“…God was in Christ, reconciling the world unto himself…” 

2 Corinthians 5:19 

 

I recall having an argument with my wife a while back and a short time later we 
both looked at each other and couldn’t remember why we were arguing. We are 
all different, and as sure as the sun rises in the east, we will not always agree with 
everyone all the time. It’s a fact of life. It forces us to humble ourselves, to listen, 
and to embrace reconciliation. 

We live in a polarized world. It seems like somebody is always upset at 
somebody else for no other purpose than to divide and cause turbulence. We all 
want to be right, and we all think we’re right. That’s a recipe for disaster if that’s 
the end of the story.  

It’s always best for us to think right, say what’s right, and do the right thing. But 
even when we are right, it is not a license to be mean, unkind, and display a hurtful 
attitude. Everyone is going to disagree at times. But nobody has to be 
disagreeable.   

We’ve all heard stories of grown children who have not talked to their parents 
for years. Or the husband or wife who won’t talk to their spouse. Or the parent 
who “disowns” the child ─ how do you actually do that? Or the decision to snub 
your neighbor for that strange thing they did. People ignoring people. Making them 
invisible. Building walls. That is not Jesus, and not Christianity.  

Is God surprised that issues arise between people? Not a chance. They are 
natural. They happen. And they give us an opportunity to grow as people and as 
Christians. We can choose to learn to yield and obey God instead of our own 
selfishness. We can choose to be humble. We can choose to reconcile and bring 
peace back into relationships. We can learn from the mind of Christ. 

Jesus is the Prince of Peace. He is the God of reconciliation. He is not the God 
of wall-building. His gentleness gives us all a chance to listen and learn from Him. 
He did not have to rescue us. In our sin, with no place to turn, Jesus reached out 
to us. He reconciled us back to God. And He did it while we were in sin. We were 
without hope, lost in a desperately troubled world. It would have been 
understandable if Jesus just ignored us, made us invisible, and built a wall to avoid 
us. But Almighty God humbled Himself, came to us, and took our sin on Himself. 
God is the God of reconciliation. Jesus is the only answer. 

Read Jeremiah 31.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=jeremiah+31&version=ESV


Friday – Filling Up What is Lacking 
in Christ’s Sufferings 

By David Dickmann 

 
“Now I rejoice in my sufferings for your sake, and in my 

flesh, I am filling up what is lacking in Christ's afflictions 
for the sake of his body, that is, the church.” 

Colossians 1:24 
 

When Saul had been converted from an arch-persecutor of the church to a 
convicted sinner, God sent Ananias to lay hands on Saul that he might regain his 
sight. The Lord told Ananias, “I will show him how much he must suffer for the 
sake of my name”. Saul, the great persecutor, became Paul the greatly 
persecuted. And what sufferings he did endure in his ministry! (See 2 Corinthians 
11 for a partial list.) 

In writing to the Colossian Christians, Paul includes his sufferings among the 
things in which he rejoices. As he states, they are his sufferings for the sake of 
the Colossians. Furthermore, he states “I am filling up what is lacking in Christ’s 
afflictions for the sake of his body, that is, the church.” What do we make of this? 

We know that Christ completely paid for sin on the cross; the suffering as 
payment for our sin was fully accomplished by Christ. God and man were 
reconciled at the cross, but God has entrusted to us the ministry of reconciliation. 
As part of this ministry, “it has been granted to you that for the sake of Christ you 
should not only believe in him but also suffer for his sake” (Philippians 1:29). In 
this way we understand that there are afflictions left over for us to suffer; that as 
part of Christ’s ministry of reconciliation, we may participate in the afflictions of 
Christ as we go about our part in the work of reconciliation. 

It seems God wants us to participate in the love Christ has for us, by granting 
us the privilege of likewise suffering at the hands of sinners who we are trying to 
bring to Christ. We are to love as He loved. If by our suffering we are able to lead 
someone to Christ, it is a thing of joy and blessing to us. Peter and John had this 
same attitude when they were brought before the Jewish council, “And they 
departed from the presence of the council, rejoicing that they were counted worthy 
to suffer shame for his name.” (Acts 5:41) 

This principle of filling up that which is lacking in Christ’s sufferings changes my 
attitude toward suffering. If my God would give His Son to suffer the wrath of God 
to bring me to Himself, I should gladly suffer the wrath of sinful man to bring 
sinners to Christ – rejoicing to be counted worthy of this.   

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Corinthians+11&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Corinthians+11&version=ESV


Weekend – Constant 
By Phillip Hamm 

 
If you’ve ever run out of gas you know how embarrassing it feels. Our car has 

a gas gauge. We know what the ‘E’ means on the right side of that gauge. There 
are about 168,000 gas stations nationwide. And unless we were in middle of the 
desert, we really have no excuse for running out of gas. Yet, here we are, 
stranded on the side of the road with an empty tank feeling pretty dumb.  

I think the Christian life is fairly similar. When we place our faith in Christ the 
Holy Spirit of God takes up residence in our life. We now have access to the most 
unbelievable source of strength in the universe. Instead of living under the power 
His Presence offers we settle for running on the fumes of last week’s sermon or 
worship songs. We find ourselves crippled with the memory of sins committed a 
lifetime ago. We sometimes even lack the confidence in our own salvation. 
Basically, we find ourselves stranded on the side of the road with our tank empty. 

God wants more for our life. He wants us living with a full tank with all the power 
He offers. In preparation for Sunday’s worship read Romans 8. 
 

Announcements 
 
Ladies Bible Study 

 
Mind, Body & Soul Ladies Weekly Group 
RESTART beginning Monday, June 15 at 9:30 am 
Registration is Required 

 
Let's consider God's desire for our lives as we petition Him for good health, a 
healthy weight goal and the ability to love who we are - where we are. Are you 
ready? Let's get started!! 
 
Due to COVID 19 we must know you are planning to join us for this study. 
Finalize your registration here or call the church office at 941-722-7795. 
 
Childcare is available with advanced registration ONLY. Let us know your 
specific need by calling the church office. 
 

Next Steps 
Do you want to know more about FBC Palmetto, our vision, mission, purpose, 
our beliefs? Are you interested in becoming a member of the church family? 
Call the church office for more information and to sign up for the next class at 
941-722-7795.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+8&version=ESV
https://www.fbcpalmetto.com/calendar/classes.html


Baptism 
If you feel called to take the next step in faith, you may be ready for baptism. 
Baptism is a public declaration that you are a new creation through your faith 
in Jesus Christ. For more information, call the church office (941-722-7795) 
and ask to speak to a pastor about your baptism. 
 

 
Our Reopening Plan 

We share your frustration in this crazy season, and we desperately look 
forward to returning to a normal worship schedule again. However, we also 
know the wisest thing to do is pursue that goal in a gradual and phased 
process. I have confidence in the other pastors, and the wisdom they bring to 
this plan. With that said, this is new territory for us.  
 
We continue to pay close attention to updates from the Office of the Governor 
and the Surgeon General of Florida. We feel our current efforts at social 
distancing and sanitizing the building is well within suggested standards. If or 
when those standards change, we will respond accordingly. While face masks 
are not required in Manatee County, we will continue to encourage their use 
while on the church campus.   
 
Thank you for your patience as we prayerfully and wisely attempt to slowly 
reopen our church for public worship. 

 
Current Phase 
Each Sunday service is limited to 50% seating capacity. The rest of the 
building remains closed during this phase. Services continue to be available 
live on the church website or app for those who are more comfortable staying 
home at this time. 
 
Bible studies, small groups, etc. will not meet on campus on Sunday mornings 
during this phase. Online worship will continue to be offered for those who are 
more comfortable worshiping from home. 
 

9:15 & 10:45 am Celebration Services (Worship Center) 
9:15 am Encounter Services (Gym) 

 
Birth through PreK Palmetto Kid's Ministry is available at both worship hours. 
Enter through the Children's Wing of the Welcome Center. 
Elementary aged children will continue to worship with their families in the 
Worship Center or the Gym.  

 
  



 
Stay Connected:  
Remember your neighbors, continue to share Jesus and help them wherever 
possible. If their needs exceed your ability to assist, give the church office a call 
and we will do our best to help you help them. 
 

• Invite your friends and neighbors to watch live services on Sunday at 9:15 or 
10:45 am. We recommend staying consistent with our state officials’ 
guidelines of limiting the number who gather at one time. 

 
• Have Bible studies in your home utilizing resources from RightNowMedia  
 
• Reach out by phone to another church member or visitor to ask how they are 
doing. 

 
Please continue to financially support your church and local charities as they 
experience an increase in requests for assistance from members and the local 
community.  
 
You can give by using online giving, through the FBCP App, or mailing a check 
to: First Baptist Church    1020 4th St. W.    Palmetto, FL 34221 
 
You can communicate with us at 941-722-7795 or e-mail through the church 
website: www.fbcpalmetto.com. 
  



 


