
  



 

Sermon Notes – Presence 

 
Big Idea: ________________________________________ 

________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________ 

Application:____________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 
ONE YEAR BIBLE READING PLAN - WEEK 37 

Day 1: Day 2: Day 3: Day 4: Day 5: 
Heb 3:7-5:10; 
Ps 139:1–9 

Heb 5:11-
7:28; Ps 
139:10–24 

Heb 8-9;  
Ps 140 

Heb 10;  
Ps 141 

1 Kings 2-3; 
Ps 142 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Heb+3%3A7-5%3A10&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+139%3A1%E2%80%939&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Heb+5%3A11-7%3A28&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Heb+5%3A11-7%3A28&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+139%3A10%E2%80%9324&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+139%3A10%E2%80%9324&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Heb+8-9&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+140&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Heb+10&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+141&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Kings+2-3&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+142&version=ESV


Discussion Questions 
 

• List some areas of life that cause you to feel defeated. Past sins? Present 
sins? Broken relationships? Missed opportunities? Etc. 

• What is it about these areas that effect your relationship with God? 

• Discuss what it was like when Adam and Eve walked in the Presence of God. 
What did God say? What did they say? What difference did these talks have? 
Etc.  

• Read Acts 1:8. Where did this power come from? What was this power 
supposed to do?  

• Who do you know, or have known of, who lives with this kind of power? 
Describe them. Why is this the exception and not the rule in the Christian life?  

• Read Romans 8:1. What is significant about what Paul is teaching? If you 
believed this verse how would it change the areas where you feel defeated? 

• What is the connection between the indwelling of the Holy Spirit that Paul 
taught, the coming of Jesus in John 1:14, and the Tabernacle we discussed 
last week? How do these concepts fit into the larger narrative of God inviting 
us into His Presence daily? 

• Read Romans 8:11 What is significant about the Holy Spirit dwelling in you? 
What implications could this verse have in your life?  

• What will you do with what you’ve learned today?   

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=acts+1%3A8&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=romans+8%3A1&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=john+1%3A14&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=romans+8%3A11&version=ESV


Monday – We Are In the Spirit 
By Paul E. Collier 

“You, however, are not of the flesh but in the Spirit . . . “ 
Romans 8:9 

 

Chapter 7 of Romans paints a bleak picture of a believer living in the flesh and 
not in the Spirit. Paul was referencing himself in that struggle. We all struggle. 
When Christ left the earth, he left the Holy Spirit to indwell us and be our comforter 
(called alongside). What a wonderful relationship we have with the Lord.  

The Spirit is not an inactive force in us. James writes. “Do you think that the 
Scripture says in vain, “The Spirit who dwells in us yearns jealously?” James 4:5. 
The Spirit longs for our full attention and devotion. Too many often lose their joy 
and remain in the Romans 7 struggle with indwelling sin because they enjoy 
feasting on the flesh. The flesh will become victorious over the Spirit. Can a 
bibleless Christian expect to see the power of God upon their lives? Can a 
Christian out of fellowship expect to see victory over sin? Will a believer who gives 
God a miniscule portion of their life see massive change? No, not at all. What a 
sad and empty life.  

I would encourage all of you to commit to a time to study the Holy Spirit in 
Romans. It will liberate you and give you purpose and meaning in your Christian 
life. Your focus will not be on the things of the flesh but on things of our Creator, 
through the work of the Holy Spirit in our lives. Your personal plans can be 
refocused on the purpose of God in your life. Your never know where you will end 
up! It’s an exciting adventure.  

Esther was a committed Catholic in Paraguay. She wanted to serve God. Her 
understanding was that she needed to give her entire life and enter a convent to 
become a nun. She was married to Jesus. Yet, Esther felt a vacuum in her heart. 
Something was missing. 

A family member gave her a Gideon New Testament Bible. That was prohibited 
in the convent, so she read it in secret. One day she took a bus to Asunción to 
run errands for her order of nuns. As she stepped off the bus, she was in front of 
a large downtown plaza. There was a pastor preaching in the plaza. She listened 
from the back of the crowd. Her heart was moved by what she heard. Salvation 
was a free gift from God in Christ. It was not by her continual works that she was 
saved.  

The Holy Spirit convicted her, and she was saved at that very moment. She 
was filled with joy because of the new freedom she found in her new faith. Esther 
left the convent and searched for a church. She found the New Life Baptist Church 
I was pastoring. The Holy Spirit became her teacher and comforter. She gave her 
life to share the Gospel to the nuns of Paraguay, so they would also find freedom 
in Christ. What an adventure when the Holy Spirit is guiding a life!   

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=romans+7&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=romans+7&version=ESV


Tuesday 
By Kenny Tibbetts 

 

Scripture 
 

“Finally, brothers, rejoice. Aim for restoration, comfort one another, agree with 
one another, live in peace; and the God of love and peace will be with you. 
Greet one another with a holy kiss. All the saints greet you. The grace of the 
Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all.” 
2 Corinthians 13:11-14 
 

Pause 
 
1. Many Christians would say they understand and have experienced both the 

“grace of the Lord Jesus Christ” and the “love of God.” Fewer Christians 
feel confident about the “fellowship of the Holy Spirit.” Why do you think 
that is? 

 
 
 
 

2. What do you think it means to have fellowship with the Holy Spirit? How is 
it different from the fellowship you have with other people? How is it the 
same? 

 
 
 
 

Pursue 
 
Take a few moments and commit 2 Corinthians 13:14 to memory:  
“The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of 
the Holy Spirit be with you all.” 
 

Pray 
 
Confess your sin in front of a holy God today. Pray for forgiveness and 
fellowship.  



Wednesday – Christ Lives in Me 
By George Volpe 

“I will not leave you comfortless, I will come to you.” 
John 14:18 

 

Let’s review the message of God’s presence: God was present with man in the 
Garden, then the Tabernacle, then the Temple. So, what about today? 

“Don’t you know that you are the temple of God, and that the Spirit of God dwells 
in you?” (1 Corinthians 3:16) 

“What? Don’t you know that your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost which is 
in you, which you have of God, and you are not your own?” (1 Corinthians 6:19) 

“And what agreement does the temple of God have with idols? for you are the 
temple of the living God; as God has said, I will dwell in them, and walk in them; 
and I will be their God, and they shall be my people.” (2 Corinthians 6:16) 

Why would God want to walk with people anyway? What have we done to 
deserve such a privilege? Man is not capable of any good at all unless God gives 
the ability and freedom to do it. And He allows us the freedom to choose to live 
as we please.  

In spite of all the damage sin has done, our Father in Heaven who wondrously 
created our bodies of flesh did not stop there. He put His breath within us giving 
us life. He put a spirit within every person so that He could communicate with us. 
We are more than a shell of physical flesh and bones. There is a part of us within 
that no human can touch or clone or fully grasp.  

The flesh is just our temporary, external “house.” The permanent “me” resides 
inside for now, visible only by what I say and do. We have a body, but we are a 
soul and a spirit. Cut off arms or legs, and we are still ourselves. Take out some 
organs, and we are still “us.”  

But when we yield to Christ and receive Him, a series of events alters our lives 
forever. God applies the sacrifice of Jesus to our life. He washes us. He walks 
through the veil that separated Him from us and He enters the deepest part of our 
soul. Jesus comes to live in us. The light of life awakens our dead soul.  

We are living temples of God. His place of washing. His place of sacrifice. His 
holiest place. Just as the presence of God entered the Jewish temple, so God 
somehow resides within the temple of His children today. I don’t know how. But 
He promises never to leave us or forsake us, no matter what storms and 
difficulties may come.  

Read John 14.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=john+14&version=ESV


Thursday 
By Kenny Tibbetts 

 

Scripture 
“These things I have spoken to you while I am still with you. But the Helper, the 
Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, he will teach you all things 
and bring to your remembrance all that I have said to you.” 
John 14: 25-26 
 
 

Pause 
 

1. What does this passage tell us about the ministry of the Holy Spirit? 
 
 
 
 
 

2. Can you remember a moment when the right Scripture came to your 
memory at just the right moment? I believe this is part of what Jesus 
describes in verse 26: “But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will 
send in my name, he will teach you all things and bring to your 
remembrance all that I have said to you.” 

 
 
 
 

 

Pursue 
 
Take a moment and read all of John 14. Pay special attention to how Jesus 
describes the Holy Spirit. 
 
 

Pray 
 
Ask the Holy Spirit to teach you. Ask the Holy Spirit to bring to your 
remembrance what you have been taught.   

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=john+14&version=ESV


Friday – Communion with the Holy Spirit 
By Daniel Hyde, Ligonier.org 

 
Romans 8 fills our hearts with truth about the Holy Spirit. The Spirit is distinct 

from the Father and the Son as well as being in relation to them as “the Spirit of 
God” and “the Spirit of Christ” (v. 9). He is as divine as the Father and Son, since 
He is the Lord and giver of life (v. 2) and the one who raised Jesus from the dead 
(v. 11).  

The Spirit indwells us now, and on the last day will raise our bodies like He did 
Jesus’ body (v. 11). He is the one by whom we die to sin and live in holiness (v. 
13). He is the one who leads us (v. 14). And in Romans 8:15, Paul says we have 
communion with Him as we do with the Father and the Son. 

The first thing to note about this communion is our reception of the Spirit. When 
Paul says, “For you did not receive,” he distinguishes this once-for-all, past-tense 
reception of the Holy Spirit from our ongoing present-tense filling by the Holy Spirit 
(Eph. 5:18). When did we “receive” Him? When we were born again and 
transitioned from being in “slavery” to being “sons.” What exactly did we receive? 
We did not receive “the spirit of slavery to fall back into fear” but “the Spirit of 
adoption as sons.” While the ESV translates the first spirit with a lowercase s and 
the second with an uppercase S, it is clear by the parallelism that they both refer 
to the Holy Spirit.  

Paul is saying that we did not receive the Spirit to enslave us once again in a 
servile and fearful way, but we received Him to free us from bondage and to make 
us sons of God the Father. When Paul says, “to fall back into fear,” he is 
contrasting our life before Jesus Christ and our life after. Before Christ we were 
without the Spirit and therefore in “slavery” to sin. Life outside of Christ was lived 
in fear because we were “hostile to God” (Rom. 8:7) and not pleasing to God (v. 
8). In contrast, we “have [now] received the Spirit of adoption as sons” (v. 15). 

The second thing to note about this communion is our reaction to the Spirit. 
Having “received the Spirit of adoption as sons … we cry, ‘Abba! Father!’” Our 
past reception leads to our present and ongoing invocation of our heavenly 
Father. Because adoption means that God takes those who are “children of wrath” 
(Eph. 2:3) into His family, Thomas Manton said this is “the highest demonstration 
of God’s love to us.” And because we have “received the Spirit of adoption,” it is 
“by [Him]” that we cry out with tremendous personal assurance that we are God’s 
children: “Abba, Father!”  

This is a prayer of assurance and confidence that we have peace with God. 
This is a prayer of assurance and confidence that we have been made acceptable 
to God. This is a prayer of assurance and confidence that we belong to God’s 
everlasting family. This is a prayer of assurance and confidence that we—we—
having received the Spirit, now have communion with Him as we do with the Son 
and our beloved adopting Father.  

https://www.ligonier.org/learn/devotionals/communion-with-holy-spirit/
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=romans+8&version=ESV


Weekend – Presence 
By Phillip Hamm 

“And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom 
you were sealed for the day of redemption.” 

Ephesians 4:30 

 
The part of the country where I grew up had signs over most of the bridges 

that read ‘bridge ices before road.’ That doesn’t mean much in July, but it could 
make a big difference in January. It’s information one may not consider very 
often but could have dire consequences for the future.  

Paul tells us two things about the Holy Spirit in Ephesians 4:30 and 5:18. First, 
he says not to grieve the Spirit and then he says to be filled with the Spirit. These 
sound like passages one may not consider very often but verses that could make 
a big difference in our future. One of these we want to avoid, the other we want 
to embrace.  

In preparation for Sunday worship spend a few minutes reading and 
meditating on these verses. When do you think you’ve possibly grieved the Holy 
Spirit? How is being filled with the Holy Spirit similar to walking in the Presence 
of the Lord? 
 
 
Stay Connected:  

Remember your neighbors, continue to share Jesus, and help them wherever 
possible. If their needs exceed your ability to assist, give the church office a call 
and we will do our best to help you help them. 

 
• Invite your friends and neighbors to watch live services on Sunday at 9:15 or 
10:45 am. We recommend staying consistent with our state officials’ 
guidelines of limiting the number who gather at one time. 

• Have Bible studies in your home utilizing resources from RightNowMedia  
• Reach out by phone to another church member or visitor to ask how they are 
doing. 

 
Please continue to financially support your church and local charities as they 

experience an increase in requests for assistance from members and the local 
community.  

You can give by using online giving, through the FBCP App, or mailing a check 
to: First Baptist Church    1020 4th St. W.    Palmetto, FL 34221 

 
You can communicate with us at 941-722-7795 or e-mail through the church 

website: www.fbcpalmetto.com. 
  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=ephesians+4%3A30&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=ephesians+5%3A18&version=ESV
https://pushpay.com/g/fbcpalmetto?src=hpp


 


